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Introduction

The Nectar of Devotion has been identified by Srila Prabhupada as
one of the main literary pillars of this movement along with the
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, the Srimad-Bhagavatam and the Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta. The Nectar of Devotion, which is a summary
study of Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu by Srila Rapa Gosvam, is very
practical. If any book can serve as a handbook on how to
practise Krsna consciousness, then it is this literature.

I have compiled this book in the hope that it will bring more of
Krsna into your life. A relationship with Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, brings real joy and real love to our life!
It is definitely worthwhile to read The Nectar of Devotion, which in
a very intricate and extensive way describes what bhakti, or
devotional service, is all about.

For the past thirteen years I have taught a course at the
Mayapur Institute on The Nectar of Devotion as part of Bhakti
Sastri studies. This course is not a dry, analytical, intellectual
display; rather it is of a transformational nature, because the
students are devotees who try to base their lives on these
teachings. The Nectar of Devotion is both profound and practical,
therefore it satisfies the intelligence, the mind and the heart. A
teacher must study more than his students. By teaching The
Nectar of Devotion again and again, year after year, the subject
matter has become part of my life. Each year it has been a
purifying experience.

Over time I have collected extensive study notes on The Nectar of
Devotion, and it is my desire that these notes become more
widely available. I have referred to translations of the Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu, specifically to the English translations of Bhanu
Maharaja and Bon Maharaja which include commentaries of Jiva
Gosvamt and Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura. I have also looked
at the translation by David Haberman as well as by Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura for which credit is due to Narayana Maharaja
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and Navadvipa dasa. I have studied the Waves of Devotion by
Dhanurdhara Swami who did a tremendous amount of work,
and found Gauri dasa’s outline, which reveals the structure of
the NOD published by the VIHE, very useful. In addition, I
looked at translations of the introductory verses of Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu done by Srila Prabhupada in the Back to
Godhead magazines of 1960 and so on.

The most widely quoted scripture in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu is
the Srimad-Bhagavatam - 1 counted 145 references! In this book
also, there is a lot of supportive evidence from the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. I have also included additional reference material
from various other sources, especially the Sr7 Caitanya-
caritdmrta. These references, which are not cited in The Nectar of
Devotion or Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, are indicated within brackets
as ‘additional reference’ alongside the text references. In my
page references to The Nectar of Devotion, I refer specifically to
the edition published in 1985 by the BBT.

This book is simply a compilation of my study notes analysing
the book and providing background information where relevant.
Therefore it is more a companion than a study guide. My
intention is to present a book that one can refer to as one is
studying The Nectar of Devotion, with references that will enable
one to go deeper into salient aspects of the subject matter of
each chapter. I had a wish but no time to expand it further.
Maybe in the future there will be an expanded second edition.
Meanwhile I pray this book may serve as a companion to The
Nectar of Devotion and that The Nectar of Devotion may become a
companion to your life.

Anandambudhi-vardhanam,
May the ocean of transcendental bliss increase.

Your servant,

Kadamba Kanana Swami

Completed on 21 Dec 2017,

Srila Jiva GosvamT's Disappearance Day
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In relation to the Preface of The
Nectar of Devotion

The two bothers Ripa and Sanatana along with their younger
brother Anupama, the father of Jiva Gosvami, came from a
village named Prembagh, in the Jessore District in East Bengal.
Even as young men they were very brilliant personalities, and
were therefore forcibly recruited in the service of the Nawab
Hussain Shah. The Nawab threatened to kill an entire brahmana
community and so the brothers were forced to accept a post in
his government. In that capacity Ripa Gosvami was known as
Dabhir Kasa (private secretary) and Sanatana Gosvami, as Sakar
Mullick. The seat of the government at that time was in Gauda,
in the northern Maldah district. Nearby, on the bank of the
Ganga in Ramakeli, was the residence of the brothers. The
Bhakti-ratnakara mentions that they constructed many cottages
near the Ganga and various brahmanas and scholars would visit
and stay there. The brothers, being very learned, would engage
in reading and discussion of scripture with their visitors. It is
mentioned in the SrT Caitanya-caritamrta that when Sanatana
Gosvami did not show up for government duties, it was reported
to the Nawab that he was simply engaged, along with a number
of brahmanas, in reading and hearing from Srimad-Bhagavatam.
We can understand that hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam was not a
rare occasion, but rather the regular routine in Ramakeli.

Bhakti-ratnakara also mentions that when Sanatana was a young
man, he had a dream that a brahmana came to his door and
presented him with a copy of the Srimad-Bhagavatam. He awoke
and was greatly disappointed that he had received such a rare
gift only in a dream. However, on that particular day, a
brahmana actually came and gave him a copy of Srimad-
Bhagavatam. In Krsna-stavamala it is mentioned that Srimad-
Bhagavatam was Sanatana’s constant companion.
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ROpa and Sanatana were certainly vaisnavas before meeting S
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. In the Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta it is
mentioned that they had written letters to Him prior to their
meeting. Also, the Hamsaduta, an early work of Srila Rapa
Gosvami, describes how Srimati Radharant is on the verge of
death due to intense feelings of separation, and how Lalita
decides to send a swan found in the Yamuna as a messenger to
Krsna. Interestingly, the book is dedicated: “to Sakara, who is my
guru”. Also, Ripa Gosvamt describes various holy places in
Vrndavana which Lalita tells the swan about, but geographically
the location of these places is not correctly given. In a later book
Uddhava Sandesa, Ripa describes a messenger sent by Krsna
from Mathura, but this time the sequence and the location of
the various holy places is geographically correctly described.
Therefore scholars conclude that the Haomsaduta was written
before Ripa and Sanatana met SrT Caitanya Mahaprabhu. In
other words they were already vaisnavas before the Lord came
to Ramakeli.

[Hamsaduta & Uddhava Sandesa, Jan Brzezinski]

These days one finds Radha-kunda, éyéma-kunda, Lalita-kunda,
Visakha-kunda, as well as Madana Mohan Deities in Ramakeli.
We don't know exactly what Ramakeli looked like when Rapa
and Sanatana were there. We understand, however, that
although they were devotees, externally they would dress as
Muslim ministers and, as described by OBL Kapoor, would be
carried in palanquins from Ramakeli to Gauda. Nowadays in
Gauda there are ruins of the palace of the Nawab and locals
point at a building which would have been the jail where
Sanatana Gosvamt was kept after his arrest.

The Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta describes Ripa Gosvamr as the
perfect replica of SrT Caitanya Mahaprabhu in the sense that he
grasped the essence of Mahaprabhu's teachings. Srila Rapa
Gosvami has been designated as the rasacarya, the teacher who
perfectly explains the nature of transcendental mellows.
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Therefore Ripa Gosvami is considered to be the leader of the six
gosvamis, although he treats his elder brother Sanatana as his
spiritual master.

In the concluding words to the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Srila
Prabhupada writes:

“By rough calculation it is estimated that Srila Rapa Gosvami
finished Sr7 Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu in Gokula Vrndavana in the
year 1552. While physically present, Srila Ripa Gosvami was
living in different parts of Vrndavana, and his headquarters were
in the temple of Radha-Damodara in the present city of
Vrndavana. The place of Ripa Gosvaml's bhajana, execution of
devotional service, is commemorated still. There are two
different tomblike structures in the Radha-Damodara temple;
one structure is called his place of bhajana, and in the other his
body is entombed. Behind this very tomb I have my place of
bhajana, but since 1965 I have been away. The place, however, is
being taken care of by my disciples. By Krsna's will, I am now
residing at the Los Angeles temple of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness. This purport is finished today, the
30th of June, 1969.”

Some terms to note:

Gosvami

Srila Prabhupada writes in the preface of The Nectar of Devotion,
that the word gosvami means ‘master of the senses’ and then
explains, “The principle of Lord Caitanya’s movement in
educating and elevating everyone to the exalted post of a
gosvami is taught in The Nectar of Devotion” (preface page xi).

Rupanuga

He then explains that we are followers of Ripa Gosvaml. “They
very scrutinizingly studied all the Vedic scriptures in order to
establish the cult of Caitanya Mahaprabhu on the basis of
authorized principles of Vedic knowledge. The present Krsna
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consciousness movement is also based on the authority of Srila
ROpa Gosvami Prabhupada. We are therefore generally known
as Ripanugas, followers in the footsteps of Srila Rapa Gosvami
Prabhupada.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, preface xii]

Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu

The Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu is among Srila Ripa Gosvamr's
principal works, which Srila Prabhupada has translated and
summarised as The Nectar of Devotion.

The word bhakti is translated as ‘devotional service'. ‘Bhakti’ is
based on the dhatu or root ‘bhaja’, which includes love and
service. The word rasa is translated as a kind of mellow (an
emotional relationship), and more literally, as juice or taste. The
word amrta means immortal, or that which exists eternally. It
also means nectar, referring to the nectar that offered
immortality, which was obtained after the demigods and
demons churned the ocean of milk. Finally, the word sindhu
means ocean. In the material world one may sometimes get a
drop of enjoyment, but devotional service offers an ocean
(sindhu), of transcendental enjoyment. In this way, Srila Rapa
Gosvami compares devotional service to an ocean of
transcendental mellows.

Prabhupada writes, “The basic principle of the living condition is
that we have a general propensity to love someone. No one can
live without loving someone else.” (preface page xv). He
continues,” The Nectar of Devotion will teach us how to turn the
one switch that will immediately brighten everything,
everywhere. One who doesn't know this method is missing the
point of life.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, preface page xvi]

At the present moment we are finding so many ways to utilise
our propensity to love, but factually we are missing the real
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point: Krsna. We are watering all parts of the tree but missing
the tree’s root.

bhoga (sense enjoyment) and tydga (renunciation)

There is not only bhakti-rasa, or taste in devotional service, but
also mundane rasa, or worldly taste. However, there we will find
only capala-sukha or flickering happiness. Therefore, one cannot
be steady in mundane relationships. One will find oneself tossed
by alternating waves of bhoga (sense enjoyment) and tyaga
(renunciation). Let's say for example that we are tired of the daily
routine at home and in desperate need of a holiday. We look at a
brochure, find the perfect holiday destination and proceed with
the bookings. However, when we arrive, it's not what we
expected it to be. The hotel is further away from the beach then
we thought; even the weather is not perfect, and after a few
days, all we can think about is returning home. On our return,
we are so happy to be back home, yet, before we left, we were
so eager to leave. That is bhoga and tyaga! But bhakti-rasa, the
taste of devotional service, does not finish with the end of life. It
continues perpetually and is therefore called amrta or immortal.
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Analysis of the Introduction to The
Nectar of Devotion

The introduction includes the Mangalacarana or the invocation
prayers. This establishes the objective of the book and invokes
blessings from great vaisnavas. There is also a brief description
of the contents of the book and an explanation of the various
divisions of the ocean of pure devotional service.

The opening verse of Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.1 describes
Krsna as akhila-rasGmrta-mdartih, the complete personal
manifestation of all transcendental mellows. In the spiritual
world Krsna is surrounded by a great variety of loving devotees,
who all have a unique personal relationship with Him. There are
five primary rasas and another seven within these. The list is
found in this chapter.

The next major verse of Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.11
anyabhilasita-sanyam, provides the prerequisite for becoming a
resident of the spiritual sky. Currently we are residents of this
world and therefore we are trying to become anya-abhilasita-
sanyam, free from any desire other than to serve Krsna.

Jiva Gosvam points out that the evidence to support Ripa
Gosvamrl's anya-abhildsita verse defining pure devotional service
is found in the Narada-paficaratra. We have included an
interesting table showing how Rapa Gosvamr's verse and the
Narada-paficardtra verse correspond.
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Topics The Introduction is part of the Eastern
Division of the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
1st Wave, Samanya Bhakti
Mangaldacarana: |5 direct rasas Ocean - Rdpa Gosvami
auspicious madhurya, Liberation sees himself unfit
invocation valt<shalya,d_ River - Path for writing.
(Objective, saKnya, aosya, Srila Prabhupada:
: santa Shark - Devotee
Blessings, o “The proper
Obeisances) 7 indirect rasas Net- time attitude for a
akhila-rasémrta- hasya—laughter Volcano- preacher

martih

Krsna is the
embodiment of all
rasas.

He maintains
eternal
relationships with
various devotees,
attracted to serve
Him in different
rasas.

The dearmost

adbhata—
astonishment
vira—chivalry
karuna—
compassion
raudra—anger
bhayanaka—
dread
bibhatsa—
ghastliness

Impersonalist
Analogy

Division of Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu

N
W
S

Without initiation
by a bona fide
spiritual master,
actual connection
with Krsna
consciousness is
never performed.

pg 409
devotee of all is
Srimatt Radharant
anyabhilasita- Krsna - includes | Proof for anya-abhilasita -
sSanyam all expansions, His | “anyabhildsita- literally other

If we desire to be
accepted among
such eternally
liberated prema-
bhaktas, then we
must be free from
any other desire,
free from karma
and jAana.

devotees
Silanam -
cultivation,
samadhi

(cesta-rapa &
bhava-ripa)

anukal -
favourable,

not like Ravana or
Kamsa

sanyam” Narada-
paficaratra:
“sarvopadhi-
vinirmuktam" &
Srimad-
Bhagavatam
3.29.12-13: bhakti
flows to Krsna as
Ganga to sea. No
desire for 5 types
of liberation

desire-ness, which
stems from the
root-desire to
enjoy and control
separate from
Krsna
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Four Divisions

Rdpa Gosvami compares bhakti or devotional service to an
ocean. The Nectar of Devotion provides a detailed description of
many aspects that are part of that ocean. In the introduction we
see that the ocean of bhakti-rasa (the taste of devotional service)
is divided into four sections:

* Parva-vibhaga — Eastern Division

» Daksina-vibhaga — Southern Division

* Pascima-vibhaga — Western Division

» Uttara-vibhaga — Northern Division

The Pdrva-vibhaga - the Eastern side of the Bhakti Ocean is
further sub-divided into four waves:

Parva-vibhaga - Eastern Division

4 laharis - 4 Waves

First Wave: Sdmanya-Bhakti — Overview of Devotional Service
e Introduction and Chapter 1 of The Nectar of Devotion

Second Wave: Sadhana-Bhakti — Devotional Service in Practice
e Chapter 2-16 of The Nectar of Devotion

Third Wave: Bhava-Bhakti — Devotional Service in Ecstasy
e Chapter 17-18 of The Nectar of Devotion

Fourth Wave: Prema-Bhakti — Devotional Service in Pure Love of
Godhead

e Chapter 19 of The Nectar of Devotion
[Refer to The Nectar of Devotion, page 409]

In essence, the Eastern Division gives us an overview of how to
go from the beginning stages to the advanced stages of Krsna
consciousness in ecstasy and in pure, unalloyed love. The
remainder of The Nectar of Devotion in the southern, western and
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northern division describes these advanced stages in more
detail.

Mangaldacarana

We will begin with the Mangalacarana or auspicious invocation
(literally, offering at the lotus feet). In the Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta
Krsnadasa Kaviraja explains that the purpose of a
mangaldcarana is threefold: to establish the objective, to invoke
blessings, and to offer obeisances.

The objective of the first verse of the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu is to
establish Krsna as akhila-rasamrta-martih, the personification of
one who completely explores the depth of loving relationships
with his eternally liberated devotees. This is the eternal situation
of the spiritual world and the objective of the book.

This first major verse establishes the objective:
The Spiritual World

Mangalacarana [Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.1]
akhila-rasamrta-martih
prasrmara-ruci-ruddha-taraka-palih
kalita-syama-lalito
radha-preyan vidhur jayati

First translation

akhila-rasa-amrta-martih—the reservoir of all pleasure, in which
exist all the mellows of devotional service, namely santa, dasya,
sakhya, vatsalya and madhurya; prasrmara—spreading forth; ruci
—by His bodily luster; ruddha—who has subjugated; taraka—the
gopi named Taraka; palih—the gopr named Pali; kalita—who has
absorbed the minds of; sydma—the gopi named Syama; lalitah—
and the gopT named Lalita; radha-preyan—dearmost to Srimati
Radharanrt; vidhuh—Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead;
jayati—all glories to.
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Let Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, be glorified! By
virtue of His expanding attractive features, He subjugated the
gopis named Taraka and Pali and absorbed the minds of Syama
and Lalita. He is the most attractive lover of Srimati Radharani
and is the reservoir of pleasure for devotees in all
transcendental mellows.

Second translation

akhila-rasa-amrta-martih—the reservoir of all pleasure, in which
exist all the mellows of devotional service, namely santa, dasya,
sakhya, vatsalya and madhurya; prasrmara—spreading forth; ruci
—taste; ruddha—covered; taraka—star; palih—the range; kalita
—who has absorbed the minds of; syama—dark; lalitah—
pastimes; radha-preyan—the star Anuradha; vidhuh—the full
moon; jayati—victorious.

The full moon, which destroys suffering and creates happiness
with its cooling rays, shines everywhere with its excellent
qualities and beauty. It is the very form of nectar filled with all
tastes. It eclipses the host of stars by its light, accepts the playful
gestures of the night, and fondly enters the Visakha
constellation in the spring season.

There are two interpretations of this text:

e The first describes Krsna in his relationship with various
leaders (yathesvaris) of different groups (yatha) of gopis,
Taraka, Pali,. éyémé and Lalita. Taraka is the leader of a
group of gopis who are in competition with Radharant's
group (vipaksa); Pali is the leader of a neutral group
(tatastha-paksa); Syama is the leader of a group that is
friendly with Radha's own group (suhrt-paksa); and Lalita
is leading SrimatT Radharant's own group (sva-paksa).
Therefore the names of the gopis are mentioned in a
particular sequence.

e The second interpretation of the verse is where taraka is
taken to mean star; palih- a range; Syama- dark; lalitah-
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pastime, and radha-preyan- the star Anuradha. In this
second interpretation there is a description of the full
moon night in the spring season, which is a time for rasa-
lila pastimes.

Rapa GosvamT's literary and poetic genius is revealed by his
reference to the double meaning of this verse.

An explanation of the 12 Rasas

There is a list of 12 rasas, out of which five are known as direct or
primary rasas; madhurya - conjugal, vatsalya - parental, sakhya -
friendship, dasya - servitorship, santa - neutrality.

Additionally, there are seven indirect or secondary rasas that
exist within the primary rasas: adbhdta - wonder, hasya -
laughing, vira - chivalry, bibhatsa - ghastliness, raudra - anger,
bhayanaka - dread, karuna - compassion.

For example, in a relationship of friendship (sakhya), or in a
parental (vatsalya) or conjugal (madhurya) relationship, there
may be feelings of laughter (hasya) or dread (bhayanaka) etc.

Srila Prabhupada began a translation of the Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu which he published in his Back to Godhead magazine. In
an April 1960 edition he included the following verse from
Srimad-Bhagavatam, where the original Bhagavatam
commentator Sridhar Swami identified a large variety of rasas,
either direct or indirect.

mallanam asanir nrndm nara-varah strin@m smaro martiman
gopanam sva-jano ‘satdm ksiti-bhujam sasta sva-pitroh sisuh
mrtyur bhoja-pater virad avidusam tattvam param yogin@m
vrsnindm para-devateti vidito rangam gatah sagrajah

The various groups of people in the arena regarded Krsna in
different ways when He entered it with His elder brother. The
wrestlers saw Krsna as a lightning bolt, the men of Mathura as
the best of males, the women as Cupid in person, the cowherd
men as their relative, the impious rulers as a chastiser, His
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parents as their child, the King of the Bhojas as death, the
unintelligent as the Supreme Lord's universal form, the yogis as
the Absolute Truth and the Vrsnis as their supreme worshipable
Deity.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.43.17]

The following rasas were identified in the above verse:

. fury [by the wrestlers],

. wonder [by the men], anya-abhilasita-sanyam
. conjugal attraction [the women],

. laughter [the cowherds],

. chivalry [the kings],

. mercy [His parents]

. terror [Kamsa],

. ghastliness [the unintelligent],

. peaceful neutrality [the yogis]

. loving devotion [the Vrsnis].

[Back to Godhead, Volume 3 part 17, April 5,1960
(from Srimad-Bhagavatam commentary by Sridhar Swami)]

Below follows an excerpt of Prabhupada’s translation of the
akhila-rasamrta-martih verse, following the second
interpretation:

“Metaphorically Bidhu means the moon. As such the Lord is
compared with the moon although He is sometimes compared
with the most powerful sun. He is compared with the moon per
excellence not in the sense that the moon is less powerful than
the sun. On the other hand, He is not compared with the sun on
account of the sun's inability to counteract the fatigue of a
tiresome man. It is the light of the moon only which is soothing
to such tiresome person. We want to drink rasa for getting
ourselves relief from the tiresome effect of dry material life.
Tiresome people in order to mitigate the fatigue of day's labour
try to eschew a particular type of rasa from the more tiresome
sounds of radio and other materialistic instruments of relaxation
but the foolish people do not know that real rasa is flowing
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under the Lotus Feet of Lord SrT Krishna. He is constantly
disseminating the flow of transcendental rasas in the soothing
way of the moonlight. Therefore He is compared with the moon
which has a specific cooling effect on the fatigued person. In the
spring the moonlight is still more soothing. The spring moon is
the sum total of all the rasas of other seasons and thus Sr1
Krishna is compared with the moon delightfully displayed along
with the twinkling stars of the name Taraka etc. In that
metaphorical explanation the word Ruddha means covered and
Pali means the range. In other words the rays of the moon has
covered the twinkling light of the range of stars. This beautiful
feature of the moon is exhibited at night which is compared with
the name of dark syama. In this metaphorical combination of
words Lalitd means pastime and amrta is the moon light itself.

As the moonlight, stars and their reciprocal pastime all
concerned in the night alone, so also Lord SrT Krishna's pastime
in the highest zest of transcendental Rasa is possible at night
alone along with SrimatT Radharant and Her eternal associates.
In that night illuminated by the moon the stars known as
Anurddha or Radha is more intimately connected with the star
known by the name Vishaka. As the moon is more beautiful on
the full moon night of spring, similarly the attraction of Krishna
is fully displayed in the matter of exchanging rasa.”

[Back to Godhead, Volume 3 part 17, April 5,1960]

Visrama Mandira

Another noteworthy verse is the third verse of the
Mangalacarana where Ripa Gosvamr states that he has written
the book as an offering to Sanatana Gosvami providing him with
a Visrama Mandira, a transcendental resting place. In the SrT
Caitanya-caritdmrta Sanatana Gosvamri raised the question: ‘Ke
ami? Kene amaya jare tapa-traya?” “Who am I? Why do the
threefold miseries always give me trouble?” Everyone in the
material world needs such a transcendental resting place, where
one will find peace from the miseries of material existence. A
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transcendental personality like Sanatana Gosvami is not affected
by the material energy, but he still needs a transcendental
resting place to offer him relief from the pangs of love in
separation from Krsna.

This love in separation of Krsna, as the six gosvamis experienced
it, is described by Srinivasa Acarya in his Sad-gosvamy-astaka;
he radhe vraja-devike ca lalite he nanda-sano kutah
sri-govardhana-kalpa-padapa-tale kalindi-vane kutah
ghosantav iti sarvato vraja-pure khedair maha-vihvalau
vande rapa-sandtanau raghu-yugau sri jiva-gopalakau

I offer my respectful obeisances to the Six Gosvamis, namely SrT
Rdpa Gosvamr, $rT Sanatana Gosvamr, $rT Raghunatha Bhatta
Gosvamr, SrT Raghunatha dasa Gosvam, Sr1 Jiva Gosvami and S$r
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, who were chanting very loudly
everywhere in Vrndavana, shouting, 'Queen of Vrndavana,
Radharant! O Lalita! O son of Nanda Maharaja! Where are you all
now? Are you just on the hill of Govardhana, or are you under
the trees on the bank of the Yamuna? Where are you?' These
were their moods in executing Krsna consciousness.

[Sad-gosvamy-astaka 8]

Explanation of pure devotional service

The next major verse in the book is the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
1.1.11 the anya-abhilasita sidnyam verse, describing uttama bhakti
or pure devotional service. Such pure devotional service is the
state one must attain to be eligible to enter into the spiritual
world. The anya-abhilasita verse exists as a goal to strive for,
cesta-rapa (which refers to the endeavour we make by practising
devotional service or sddhana bhakti), and as a state attained,
bhava-rapa (which refers to our consciousness), by a liberated
soul in bhava or prema-bhakti.
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The second major verse describes the stage to

attain to enter the spiritual world
anyabhilasita-sanyam
JAdna-karmady-anavrtam
anukalyena krsnanu-
silanam bhaktir uttama

One should render transcendental loving service to the Supreme
Lord Krsna favourably and without desire for material profit or
gain through fruitive activities or philosophical speculation. That
is called pure devotional service.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.11]
anya-abhilasita-sanyam

anya-abhilasita-sanyam—without desires other than those for
the service of Lord Krsna, or without material desires (such as
those for meat-eating, illicit sex, gambling and addiction to
intoxicants)

In the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna speaks of rivers of desires flowing
into the ocean of consciousness. Srila Prabhupada elaborates
further in the purport:

“Although the vast ocean is always filled with water, it is always,
especially during the rainy season, being filled with much more
water. But the ocean remains the same—steady; it is not
agitated, nor does it cross beyond the limit of its brink. That is
also true of a person fixed in Krsna consciousness. As long as
one has the material body, the demands of the body for sense
gratification will continue. The devotee, however, is not
disturbed by such desires, because of his fullness. A Krsna
conscious man is not in need of anything, because the Lord
fulfills all his material necessities. Therefore he is like the ocean
—always full in himself. Desires may come to him like the waters
of the rivers that flow into the ocean, but he is steady in his
activities, and he is not even slightly disturbed by desires for
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sense gratification. That is the proof of a Krsna conscious man—
one who has lost all inclinations for material sense gratification,
although the desires are present. Because he remains satisfied
in the transcendental loving service of the Lord, he can remain
steady, like the ocean, and therefore enjoy full peace. Others,
however, who want to fulfill desires even up to the limit of
liberation, what to speak of material success, never attain peace.
The fruitive workers, the salvationists, and also the yogis who are
after mystic powers are all unhappy because of unfulfilled
desires. But the person in Krsna consciousness is happy in the
service of the Lord, and he has no desires to be fulfilled. In fact,
he does not even desire liberation from the so-called material
bondage. The devotees of Krsna have no material desires, and
therefore they are in perfect peace.”

[Bhagavad-gita 2.70, purport]

jAana-karmady-andavrtam

JAana — by the knowledge of the philosophy of the monist
Mayavadis, karma—Dby fruitive activities; adi—by artificially
practising detachment, by the mechanical practice of yoga, by
studying the Sankhya philosophy, and so on; anavrtam—not
covered

anukalyena krsna-anusilanam

anukalyena - favourable; krsna-anusilanam - cultivation of service
in relationship to Krsna

bhaktih uttama

bhaktih uttama—first-class devotional service

Three types of uttama-adhikaris

In the Bhakti-sandarbha, Anuccheda 187, Srila Jiva Gosvami
mentions three categories of Uttama-adhikaris:
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marcchita-kasaya
¢ Anexample is Narada Muni as the son of a
maidservant.
¢ He has some traces of material desire originating
from the mode of goodness in a dormant stage
¢ He has two feet in the material world, but both eyes
on the spiritual world

Nirdhata-kasaya
+ Anexample is Sukadeva Gosvami
¢ He has no trace of material desire

¢« He has one foot in the material world and one foot in
the spiritual world

Bhagavat-parsada-deha-prapta
¢ An example is Narada Muni in his present position
¢ He has attained his spiritual body
¢ He has both feet in the spiritual world

The Narada-paficaratra provides evidence

The Narada-paficaratra provides the evidence for the anya-
abhilasita-sanyam verse.

Srila Prabhupada writes in The Nectar of Devotion:

‘Srila Rapa GosvamT has also quoted a definition from the
Narada-parficardtra, as follows: "One should be free from all
material designations and, by Krsna consciousness, must be
cleansed of all material contamination. He should be restored to
his pure identity, in which he engages his senses in the service
of the proprietor of the senses."

So when our senses are engaged for the actual proprietor of the
senses, that is called devotional service. In our conditional state,
our senses are engaged in serving these bodily demands. When
the same senses are engaged in executing the order of Krsna,
our activities are called bhakti.
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As long as one identifies himself as belonging to a certain family,
a certain society or a certain person, he is said to be covered
with designations. When one is fully aware that he does not
belong to any family, society or country, but is eternally related
to Krsna, he then realizes that his energy should be employed
not in the interests of so-called family, society or country, but in
the interests of Krsna. This is purity of purpose and the platform
of pure devotional service in Krsna consciousness.’

[The Nectar of Devotion, page xxv]
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In his commentary on Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.11, Jiva Gosvami
shows how the verse below, composed by Ripa Gosvami, is based

on the Narada-paficaratra

anyabhilasita-sinyam
jAana-karmady-anavrtam
anukalyena krsnanu-
silanam bhaktir uttama

When first-class devotional service
develops, one must be devoid of all
material desires, knowledge obtained
by monistic philosophy, and fruitive
action. The devotee must constantly
serve Krsna favourably, as Krsna
desires.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.1]

sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam

tat-paratvena nirmalam
hrsikena hrsikesa-

sevanam bhaktir ucyate

Bhakti, or devotional service, means
engaging all our senses in the service
of the Lord, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, the master of all the
senses. When the spirit soul renders
service unto the Supreme, there are
two side effects. One is freed from all
material designations, and, simply by
being employed in the service of the
Lord, one's senses are purified.

[Narada-paficaratra]

anyabhildsita-sanyam

devoid of all other desires

sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam

free from all material designation

anukalyena tat-paratvena

favourable taking Him as the highest object
anusilanam sevanam

cultivation service

jAiana-karmady-anavrtam nirmalam

not covered by karma and jfiagna faultless

Other points of interest

Other points of interest in the introduction to The Nectar of

Devotion are:

Sharks swim deep in the ocean

In the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.4-5 Srila Rapa Gosvami offers a
vaisnava interpretation of an analogy commonly used by
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impersonalists, namely, of rivers (all paths) merging into an
ocean (of liberation). Ripa Gosvamt has explained that devotees
are like sharks; they never swim in the shallow waters of the
rivers (the paths where the impersonalists dwell). The devotees
like sharks swim deep in the ocean (of real liberation of Bhakti-
rasa), and thus they cannot be reached by the nets (of time) of a
fisherman.

In The Nectar of Devotion, Srila Prabhupada writes:

‘Srila Ripa Gosvami prays to his spiritual master, Srila Sanatana
Gosvami, for the protection of Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu or “The
Ocean of the Pure Nectar of Devotional Service,” from the
argumentative logicians who unnecessarily meddle in the
science of service to the Lord. He compares their arguments and
logic to volcanic eruptions in the midst of the ocean. In the midst
of the ocean, volcanic eruptions can do very little harm, and
similarly, those who are against devotional service to the Lord
and who put forward many philosophical theses about the
ultimate transcendental realization cannot disturb this great
ocean of devotional service.

[The Nectar of Devotion, page xx]

The attitude of a preacher

“The author of Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Srila R pa Gosvami, very
humbly submits that he is just trying to spread Krsna
consciousness all over the world, although he humbly thinks
himself unfit for this work. That should be the attitude of all
preachers of the Krsna consciousness movement, following in
the footsteps of Srila Rapa Gosvami. We should never think of
ourselves as great preachers, but should always consider that
we are simply instrumental to the previous acdryas, and simply
by following in their footsteps we may be able to do something
for the benefit of suffering humanity.”

[Nectar of Devotion, page xx]
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Tadiya - The associates and paraphernalia of the
Lord

The associated and paraphernalia of the Lord are also invested
with transcendental power.

“The impersonalists sometimes misunderstand devotional
service in such a way that they divide Krsna from His
paraphernalia and pastimes. For example, the Bhagavad-gita is
spoken on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra, and the impersonalists
say that although Krsna is of interest, the Battlefield of
Kuruksetra isn't. The devotees, however, also know that the
Battlefield of Kuruksetra by itself has nothing to do with their
business, but in addition they know that “Krsna” does not mean
just Krsna alone. He is always with His associates and
paraphernalia.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page xxiii]

Pdada-sevanam

Pada-sevanam is included in Tadiya:

‘According to one's taste and strength, hearing, chanting and
remembrance may be followed by pada-sevanam. One obtains
the perfection of remembering when one constantly thinks of
the lotus feet of the Lord. Being intensely attached to thinking of
the Lord's lotus feet is called pada-sevanam. When one is
particularly adherent to the process of pada-sevanam, this
process gradually includes other processes, such as seeing the
form of the Lord, touching the form of the Lord,
circumambulating the form or temple of the Lord, visiting such
places as Jagannatha Pur1, Dvaraka and Mathura to see the
Lord's form, and bathing in the Ganges or Yamuna. Bathing in
the Ganges and serving a pure Vaisnava are also known as
tadiya-upasanam. This is also pada-sevanam. The word tadiya
means "in relationship with the Lord." Service to the Vaisnava,
Tulast, Ganges and Yamuna are included in pada-sevanam. All
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these processes of pada-sevanam help one advance in spiritual
life very quickly.’
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.5.23-24, purport]
(Additional Reference)

Tirtha and Holy Dhamas

Places connected with Krsna’s pastimes or devotional service to
Him become tirthas, places of pilgrimage. These places are filled
with transcendental energy which acts as touchstone and
transforms and blesses all living beings there. Krsna also
manifests the spiritual world within this material world in the
form of the holy dhamas, which awaken natural love. The
difference between a tirtha and the holy dhama is that a tirtha is
a sacred place which is invested with Krsna's energy and is
temporarily manifested in the material world, whereas the
dhama is eternal and continuous to exist within and after this
material world. The dhama is non-different from Balarama. Then
there are paraphernalia used by Krsna or His Deity or His pure
devotee, which are all invested with transcendental power and
mercy. The devotees of Krsna are also filled with transcendental
power and mercy according to their surrender in service. Places
and paraphernalia related to them, also become tadiya. In this
way Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the sentient
Lord or Lord with a heart filled with love, showers His blessings
upon all personalities or objects that come in touch with Him.
Even demons who are killed by Him attain liberation. Krsna is
indeed the embodiment of mercy and love.
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Chapter 1 - Characteristics of Pure
Devotional Service

The first chapter of The Nectar of Devotion is dedicated to an
explanation of the third major verse Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
1.1.17, which describes how devotional service purifies one from
sinful reactions. In comparison to the happiness one
experiences through devotional service, the happiness from
impersonal liberation looks insignificant. Gradually the devotee
is able to attract Krsna Himself by the depth of his love for Him.

Bhakti is first practised as a process to gradually elevate oneself
from the material state and then the goal is attained, where
bhakti means to enter into an eternal relationship with Krsna.

So in the three verses from the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.1,
1.1.11 and 1.1.17 we find a description of the perfect
relationships of the spiritual world, then the prerequisite for
attaining pure devotional service and finally, a step by step
progression towards that goal. These verses provide the
foundation for the book. Now our objectives are clear; we want
to become residents of the spiritual world and follow a process
to attain the state of pure devotional service.



30 A Prayer for Deep Absorption
Topics Six Characteristics of Bhakti - From removing
imperfections to perfect love of God
The first Chapter is part of the Eastern Division of the Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu
1st Wave, Samanya Bhakti
klesaghni klesaghnr - _ subhada
Subhada destroys Pqp o
su sufferh)'/\ — P (sinful Love for all living
The result of 9 action) entities & object
pure Subhada - all of love for all.
devotional auspicious —
S Aprarabdha Bestows all good
service in six | moksa- . o
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liberation r‘ﬁ PP ’
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(sinful reaction) || trillion can not
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-visesatma - atomic fraction
condensed # of bliss from the
bliss ocean of bhakti
Sri- Bijam Phala
krsnakarsini (sinful (fruits)
-attracts desire)
Krsna 4
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Characteristics of devotional service from
the conditioned stage to pure devotional
service

The third major verse describes the characteristics
of devotional service from the conditioned stage

to pure devotional service
klesa-ghni subha-da moksa-
laghuta-krt su-durlabha
sandrananda-visesatma
sri-krsnakarsini ca sa

Pure devotional service brings immediate relief from all kinds of
material distress. It is the beginning of all auspiciousness and it
minimizes the value of liberation. It is rarely achieved, but is the
only means to attract Krsna and automatically puts one into
transcendental pleasure.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.17]
klesa-ghni

Pure devotional service reduces or nullifies all kinds of suffering
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Papam
(sinful action)

’

Aprdarabdha
(unmanifest reaction)

v v

Katam Prarabdha
(stock, seeds) (manifest reaction)
(sinful disposition)

v

Bijam
(sinful desire)

by Dhanurdhara Swami

Phala
(fruits)

Aprarabdha-karma
aprarabdha-phalam papam
katam bijam phalonmukham
kramenaiva praliyeta
visnu-bhakti-ratatmanam

There are different stages of dormant reactions to sinful
activities to be observed in a sinful life. Sinful reactions may be
just waiting to take effect [phalonmukha], reactions may be still
further dormant [kdta], or the reactions may be in a seed-like
state [bija]. In any case, all types of sinful reactions are
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vanquished one after another if a person engages in the
devotional service of Lord Visnu.

[Padma Purana]

Prarabdha

As defined in Monier Williams Dictionary this term refers to one
who has commenced or begun an undertaking. In the context of
our discussion about karmic reactions, this definition of the word
prarabdha means that now the reactions of the karma has
actually begun to bear fruit.

“Although one may neutralize the reactions of Srimad-
Bhagavatam sinful life through austerity, charity, vows and other
such methods, these pious activities cannot uproot the material
desires in one's heart. However, if one serves the lotus feet of
the Personality of Godhead, he is immediately freed from all
such contaminations.”

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.2.17]

subhadad

Pure devotional service has been described as all auspicious.
This all auspiciousness, according to Ripa Gosvamr, has 3
qualities and these are listed below:

e jagat-prinanadidvaya-pradatvam - possessing love for all
entities and becoming the object of affection for all living
entities

e sad-gunadi-pradatvam - bestows all good qualities

e sukhapradatvam - bestows happiness

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.28-30]

Srila Prabhupada explains, “Srila Ripa Gosvamrt has analyzed the
different sources of happiness. He has divided happiness into
three categories, which are (1) happiness derived from material
enjoyment, (2) happiness derived by identifying oneself with the
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Supreme Brahman, and (3) happiness derived from Krsna
consciousness.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 10]

Of these, the happiness of devotional service is superior. There
are two reasons: firstly, it is eternal whereas the others are
temporary, and secondly, it includes and excels the pleasures
found in other types of happiness.

Only the happiness of devotional service is eternal. Neither
liberation, mystic perfection nor sense gratification can bring
eternal happiness

Srila Prabhupada on the life of an ISKCON devotee

“These Krsna conscious boys and girls - in sixty centres they are
living in the best houses. They are eating the best food. They are
in the best consciousness. They have got the best hope.
Everything best. Their feature of body is best. What material
happiness do you want more than this? They have got wife,
children, happiness, home - everything full. So material
happiness is nothing to a Krsna conscious person. Material
happiness will roll at his feet, saying, “Please take me.” There is
no need for asking for it. Simply be steady and ask Krsna,
“Please engage me in Your service!” Then your satisfaction will
automatically come. Don't bother for material happiness.”

[Srila Prabhupada lecture, New York, 19/07/1971]

(Additional Reference)

Further evidence from the Narada-paficaratra

“In the Narada-paficaratra it is also said that any person who has
developed even a small amount of devotional service doesn't
care a fig for any kind of happiness derived from religiousness,
economic development, sense gratification or the five kinds of
liberation. Any kind of happiness derived from religiousness,
economic development, liberation or sense gratification cannot
even dare to enter into the heart of a pure devotee. It is stated
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that as the personal attendants and maidservants of a queen
follow the queen with all respect and obeisances, similarly the
joys of religiousness, economic development, sense gratification
and liberation follow the devotional service of the Lord. In other
words, a pure devotee does not lack any kind of happiness
derived from any source. He does not want anything but service
to Krsna, but even if he should have another desire, the Lord
fulfils this without the devotee's asking.”

[The Nectar of Devotion page 13-14]

moksa-laghutakrt
Pure devotional service derides the happiness from liberation.

“When even a little attraction for the Lord grows in the heart, the
four objects of human attainment, artha, dharma, kdma, moksa,
become insignificant like grass, shameful to appear before
bhakti."

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.33]

sudurlabha
Pure devotional service is rarely attained

ROpa Gosvami quotes Tantra sastra and Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura explains that until one has undergone all the stages
from sraddha to asakti, bhava will not be attainable. Even if
asakti is attained, Krsna does not award bhava easily.

BR. Sridhar Maharaja says that if one tries to jump over one
stage, then that stage will be hollow.

SriVisvanatha Cakravart comments that bhava-bhakti cannot be
attained unless one has undergone the course of spiritual
practices, starting from sraddha followed by sadhu-sanga,
bhajana-kriya, anartha-nivrtti, nistha, ruci, and dasakti. Unless one
has undergone these stages of spiritual practices, bhava-bhakti
is not attainable. So the twofold difficulties are: firstly, bhava-
bhakti is not awakened even if the different stages of sadhana-
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bhakti have been undergone for a long time until the stages of
asakti or attachment and ruci or taste are reached; secondly,
even if there is attachment and taste, Lord Hari does not bestow
it soon-He tests His devotee for long and then only bhava is
bestowed by the Lord and is not attained by the individual by his
own efforts.

[Commentary on Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.35]

There are 9 stages of devotional service which an

aspiring devotee generally has to go through
e Sraddha - initial faith
e sadhu-sanga - devotee association
e bhajana-kriya - regulated process
e anartha-nivrtti - annihilating impurities
e nistha - fixed determination
* ruci - taste
e asakti - attachment
e bhava - ecstasy
e prema - love
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.4.15-16]

sandrananda-visesatma

Pure devotional service results in incalculably condensed bliss.
In bhava and prema, devotional service becomes very densely
blissful. Not a moment is wasted and one is always absorbed in
service of Krsna. Lord Caitanya's followers were chanting Hare
Krsna between bites while taking prasadam and relishing the
greatest bliss.
sandrananda-visesatma
brahmanando bhaved esa cet parardha-quni-krtah
naiti bhakti-sukhambhodheh paramanu-tulam api

Bhakti is composed of a special condensed bliss. The bliss of
brahmana realization accumulated by samadhi lasting for half of
Brahma'’s life cannot compare to one drop of the ocean of
happiness of bhakti.
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[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.38]

Srila Prabhupada writes:
“Srila Rapa Gosvami says that if brahmananda, or the happiness
of becoming one with the Supreme, is multiplied by one
trillionfold, it still cannot compare to an atomic fraction of the
happiness derived from the ocean of devotional service. “

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 15]

sri-krsnakarsint

Pure devotional service attracts Sri Krsna.
sri-krsnakarsint
krtva harim prema-bhajam priya varga samanvitam
bhaktir vasikarotiti Sri-krsnakarsini mata

Prema-Bhakti is called krsna-akarsini, i.e. possessing the power of
attracting Lord Krsna because such bhakti charms Krsna into
complete submission because of the devotee’s endearing love
and affection for Him and His entourage.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.41]

“God is great, but devotional service is greater than God
because it attracts Him.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 17]

“Narada Muni continued: My dear Maharaja Yudhisthira, all of
you [the Pandavas] are extremely fortunate, for the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna, lives in your palace just like a
human being. Great saintly persons know this very well, and
therefore they constantly visit this house.”

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.10.48]

In chapter 14 of the Krsna book it is mentioned that Krsna is
known as Acyuta, infallible, because he never fails to notice the
smallest service rendered by anyone. In that sense, devotional
service in any stage is always sri-krsna-akarsini, attracting Krsna.
However, there are differences in the services rendered. In the
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example of Narada as the son of the maidservant, the Lord
appeared before him being satisfied with his devotional service,
but only to tell him that in this lifetime he would not see the
Lord again. On the other hand, Krsna could not hide from the
gopis. They were eagerly looking for Him after he had
disappeared from the rasa dance, following His footsteps. When
finally they came upon Lord Narayana, they said, “Oh, Supreme
Personality of Godhead, please accept our obeisances. Have you
seen Krsna?” It turned out that Krsna had been hiding in the
four-armed form of Narayana, but being attracted by their pure
devotion, He could not maintain His disguise and showed His
original form as Krsna.
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Chapter 2 - The First Stages of
Devotion

When a materially conditioned soul begins devotional service in
practice, this practice is known as sadhana-bhakti. In this chapter
an introduction of such practice is made in a generic way. It is
mentioned that bhakti is generally a continuation from a
previous life and is further awakened. However, even when
individuals have had no previous connection, bhakti can still be
awakened in him by the association of a devotee.

A child needs to learn to walk even though walking is inherent in
his nature; similarly, bhakti must be practised although it is a
natural quality of the soul. So Krsna consciousness is within
every living entity.

The table called ‘Eastern Division’ shows us the basic contents of
the eastern division. Then a brief explanation of sadhana, bhava

and prema bhakti follows. But the emphasis in this chapter (and

in all the chapters up to and including chapter 16) is on sadhana-
bhakti.

Finally we elaborate on the impetus for taking up devotional
service: firstly, owing to a connection from previous lives, and
secondly, due to the association of devotees.

Bhakti operates on taste or natural attraction to devotional
service accompanied by philosophical understanding.
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Topics

Awakening Bhakti

Chapter Two - Eastern Division, 2nd Wave,

Sadhana Bhakti

Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.44-1.2.15
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu Chapter 2-14 Vaidhi-sadhana

Bhakti

Sadhana Bhakti

Devotional service
in practice.

Bhakti is innate;
the practice
awakens our
dormant nature.

The path of
argument will
never be safe or
conclusive.
Therefore follow
in the footsteps of
the authorities.

Two types:

Vaidhi-bhakti -
according to rules
and regulations.

Raganuga-bhakti -
spontaneous
attachment

Three Categories
of devotional
service:

sadhana-bhakti -
in practice

bhava-bhakti - in
ecstasy

prema-bhakti - in

Bhakti is generally
a continuation
from previous life.

Bhakti is natural,
innate, although it
must be
practised,
example: a child
must practise

Taste is the key to
advancement, e.g.
taste for reading
Bhagavad-gita or
Srimad-
Bhagavatam.
Taste comes from

previous life and
from association

pure love walking although | with devotees
walking is natural
To always Vidhi- positive For the sadhaka
remember Krsna |injunction varnasrama is
ar'1d never forget Nisedha- relevant
Him - all rules and oo
prohibition

prohibitions of
scripture serve
this principle

This is relevant to
all asramas

So far we have identified three major verses, which provide the
foundation of The Nectar of Devotion. Now we will continue to
discus sadhana-bhakti, bhava-bhakti, and prema-bhakti, which
completes the entire eastern division of the book.
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Eastern Division

1. akhila-rasamrta-martih - Establishes Objective: The Spiritual World

2. anyabhilasita-sanyam - Describes the stage to attain to enter the
Spiritual World

3. klesaghni subhadd - Describes the progress from the conditioned
stage to pure bhakti

4. sadhana-bhakti - Devotional service in practice

5. bhava-bhakti - Devotional service in ecstasy

6. prema-bhakti - Devotional service in pure love

Categories of Devotional Service

There are three categories of devotional service:
1. sadhana bhakti refers to devotional service in practice

This is the program of gradual cultivation of Krsna
consciousness.

There are 64 limbs or aspects of devotional service, which
engage the senses and the mind in the service of Krsna
and then gradually, step by step, awaken faith,
attachment, and devotional service in pure love, sraddha
ratir bhaktir anukramisyati

2. bhava bhakti refers to devotional service in ecstasy

Some might argue that there should be only two
categories, namely, sadhana bhakti and
sadhya(goal)/prema-bhakti. In bhava bhakti there remains
a trace of offence committed to a vaisnava, therefore
there is klesa or distress' and vighna or impediments.
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindu, page 22]

Tklesa is of 5 types: avidyd - ignorance, asmita - false ego, raga -
attachment, dvesa - hatred, abhinivesa - perseverance in bodily
enjoyment.
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3. prema-bhakti refers to devotional service in pure love

One who is always fully immersed in activities related to
ST Krsna, who is completely unacquainted with
impediments, vighna or material distress, klesa, and who
incessantly tastes the bliss of prema is called a siddha-

bhakta.
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.1.280]
sadhana bhakti| bhava bhakti prema-bhakti
1st - 2nd 1st - 4th All 6
[Nectar of Devotion,
page 19]

1. {(le.saghn/ v v
(eliminates
suffering)
2. sul?hada (all- v v
auspicious)

3. moksa-laghuta- v

krt (derides

liberation)

4. su-durlabha v/

(rarely attained)

5. sandrananda-
visesatma (condensed
bliss)

6. sri-krsna-akarsini
(attracts Krsna)

As mentioned previously, Lord Krsna is known as Acyuta
because He is never forgetful of a little service rendered by His
devotee. One can say that all devotional service attracts Krsna.
However, no devotee can equal the quality of service in pure
love by Srimati Radharant; therefore she can attract Krsna more
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than anyone else. $rT Caitanya Mahaprabhu prayed gopi-bhartuh
pada-kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah, we are only the servant of
the servant of the servant of the lotus feet of Lord Sri Krsna. We
serve those who are greater servants of Krsna than ourselves
because they can please and therefore attract Krsna more than
we can.

[Krsna book, Chapter 14]

(Additional Reference)

Taste - the key to advancement

For persons who have a natural taste for understanding books
like Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam, devotional service is
easier than for those who are simply accustomed to mental
speculation and argumentative processes.

Taste comes from:
e previous life
* association with devotees

Devotional service is the result of a previous
connection or association of a devotee

Srila Prabhupada writes, “No one can take to devotional service
unless he has had some previous connection with it. For
example, suppose in this life I practice devotional service to
some extent. Even though it is not one-hundred-percent
perfectly performed, whatever I have done will not be lost. In my
next life, from the very point where I stop in this life, I shall
begin again. In this way there is always a continuity. But even if
there is no continuity, if only by chance a person takes interest in
a pure devotee's instruction, he can be accepted and can
advance in devotional service.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 19]

Krsna is all-attractive, yet some people have turned away from
Him and now want to exploit the material energy for their own
sense enjoyment. However, devotees create all kinds of
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opportunities for devotional service and people may engage in
devotional service even unknowingly. For example, when the
hari-nama-sankirtana party comes through the street, people
may not know what it's all about, but nonetheless they are
getting purified through ajfiata-sukrti, unknown spiritual benefit.
Such unknown spiritual benefit accumulates and eventually
leads to attraction to devotional service. There can also be
previous devotional service that was consciously performed and
has created an attachment to do it again.

In the purport to Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta Madhya 22.45 Srila
Prabhupada writes: “Pious activities can be divided into three
categories: pious activities that awaken one’s dormant Krsna
consciousness are called bhakty-unmukhi sukrti, pious activities
that bestow material opulence are called bhogonmukhrt sukrti,
and pious activities that enable the living entity to merge into
the existence of the Supreme are called moksonmukhi sukrti.
These last two awards of pious activity are not actually
fortunate. Pious activities are fortunate when they help one
become Krsna conscious. The good fortune of bhakty-unmukhr is
attainable only when one comes in contact with a devotee. By
associating with a devotee willingly or unwillingly, one advances
in devotional service, and thus one’s dormant Krsna
consciousness is awakened”. (Additional Reference)

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 22.45, purport]

(Additional reference)
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Sadhana-bhakti - devotional service in
practice

Definition:

“When we wish to develop our innate capacity for devotional
service, there are certain processes which, by our accepting and
executing them, will cause that dormant capacity to be invoked.
Such practice is called sadhana bhakti.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 20]

krti-sadhya bhavet sadhya-
bhava sa sadhanabhidha

nitya-siddhasya bhavasya

prakatyam hrdi sadhyata

krti-sadhya—which is to be executed by the senses; bhavet—
should be; sadhya-bhava—by which love of Godhead is acquired;
sG—that; sadhana-abhidha—called sadhana-bhakti, or devotional
service in practice; nitya-siddhdasya—which is eternally present;
bhavasya—of love of Godhead; prakatyam—the awakening; hrdi
—in the heart; sadhyatd—potentiality.

When transcendental devotional service, by which love for Krsna
is attained, is executed by the senses, it is called sadhana-bhakti,
or the regulative discharge of devotional service. Such devotion
eternally exists within the heart of every living entity. The
awakening of this eternal devotion is the potentiality of
devotional service in practice.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.2]

Sadhana-bhakti or devotional service in practice employs the
senses and the mind.

“Practice means employing our senses in some particular type of
work. Therefore devotional service in practice means utilizing
our different sensory organs in service to Krsna. Some of the
senses are meant for acquiring knowledge, and some are meant
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for executing the conclusions of our thinking, feeling and willing.
So practice means employing both the mind and the senses in
practical devotional service.

A child must practice walking: This practice is not for developing
something artificial. For example, a child learns or practices to
walk. This walking is not unnatural. The walking capacity is there
originally in the child, and simply by a little practice he walks
very nicely. Similarly, devotional service to the Supreme Lord is
the natural instinct of every living entity.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 20]

“Even uncivilized men like the aborigines offer their respectful
obeisances to something wonderful exhibited by nature’s law,
and they appreciate that behind some wonderful exhibition or
action there is something Supreme.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 20]

‘We can develop our innate capacity for devotional service
through sadhana-bhakti. Every living entity under the spell of
material energy is held to be in an abnormal condition of
madness. In the S'r/'mad-Bhdgavatam it is said, "Generally, the
conditioned soul is mad, because he is always engaged in
activities which are the causes of bondage and suffering." The
spirit soul in his original condition is joyful, blissful, eternal and
full of knowledge.

Only by his implication in material activities has he become
miserable, temporary and full of ignorance. This is due to
vikarma. Vikarma means "actions which should not be done."

Therefore, we must practice sadhana-bhakti— offer mangala-
arati (Deity worship) in the morning, refrain from certain
material activities, offer obeisances to the spiritual master and
follow many other rules and regulations which will be discussed
here one after another. As a man's mental disease is cured by
the directions of a psychiatrist, so does the practice of sadhana-



Chapter 2 — The First Stages of Devotion 47

bhakti cure the conditioned soul of his madness under the spell
of maya, material illusion.’

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 20-21]

Two divisions of sadhana-bhakti

Sadhana-bhakti may be divided into 2 parts:

Vaidhi - refers to devotional service which is performed
according to regulative principles

Raganuga - refers to devotional service which is
performed spontaneously out of natural love for Krsna

Vaidhi: “When there is no attachment or no spontaneous
loving service to the Lord, and one is engaged in the
service of the Lord simply out of obedience to the order
of the spiritual master or in pursuance of the scriptures,
such obligatory service is called vaidhi-bhakti."

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.6]

raganuga: “In the beginning, by the order of his spiritual
master, one rises early in the morning and offers arati,
but then he develops real attachment. When he gets this
attachment, he automatically tries to decorate the Deity
and prepare different kinds of dresses and thinks of
different plans to execute his devotional service nicely.
Although it is within the category of practice, this offering
of loving service is spontaneous.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 22]

The Chief Regulative Principle

smartavyah satatam visnur
vismartavyo na jatucit
sarve vidhi-nisedhah syur
etayor eva kinkarah

Krsna is the origin of Lord Visnu. He should always be
remembered and never forgotten at any time. All the rules and
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prohibitions mentioned in the sastras should be the servants of
these two principles.
[Padma Purana]

Vidhi refers to rules which are favourable for devotional service.

Nisedha refers to prohibitions, such as
¢ Avoidance of sin
¢ Abandonment of apathy toward the Lord
¢ Atonement of sins

All of the above are attendants of this chief regulative principle,
which is to always remember Krsna and never forget Him.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindu, page 120]

To always remember Krsna and never forget Him, is a principle
that applies to all asramas.

Varnasrama

mukha-baharu-padebhyah
purusasyasramaih saha
catvaro jajiire varna
gunair vipradayah prtha
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.5.2]

This is an important quote from Srimad-Bhagavatam Eleventh
Canto, which we should memorize. It divides the various varnas
and asramas as part of the social body.

e head - sannyasis and brahmanas

e arms - vanaprastha and ksatriyas

e waist - grhasthas and vaisyas

e legs - brahmacaris and sddras

The statement below is relevant to devotional service in practice,
sadhana bhakti. In the liberated stage of bhakti, varnasrama is
not required.
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The injunction herein is that one has to act according to his
position, and by such activities one must satisfy the Supreme
Personality or else fall down from one’s position.

e The brahmanas preach transcendental sound and eat on

behalf of the Lord

e The ksatriyas protect people from maya

e The vaisyas are involved with agriculture and trading

e The sadras assist the higher classes with labour

[Refer to The Nectar of Devotion, page 25]

“The Krsna consciousness movement is so nice that there is no
need of even designating oneself brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya,
sadra, brahmacari, grhastha, vanaprastha, sannyasi. Let everyone
be engaged in whatever occupation he now has. Simply let him
worship Lord Krsna by the results of his activities in Krsna
consciousness.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 26]
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Chapter 3 - Eligibility of the
Candidate for Accepting Devotional
Service

The word ‘eligibility’ is a translation from the Sanskrit word
‘adhikara’. The word ‘adhikara’ can also be translated as
‘authorized'. In the Caitanya-caritdmrta it is explained that
according to the depth of one’s faith, one is authorized to enter
into the pastimes of Krsna. This chapter describes the
qualifications of the neophyte devotee or kanistha; the
intermediate devotee or the madhyama, and the topmost
devotee or the uttama, who is transcendental to material nature.

The chapter quotes extensively from The Nectar of Devotion and
also from the Caitanya-caritamrta. At the time of the Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu the Caitanya-caritGmrta had not been written as
yet, but there are a lot of points addressed there that are
relevant to The Nectar of Devotion.

ROpa Gosvami points out that the pursuits of karma (sense
enjoyment) and jfiana (liberation), which he compares to
witches, are impediments to devotional service.
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Topics Eligibility or adhikara

Chapter Three - Eastern Division, 2nd
Wave, sadhana Bhakti

Chapter 2-14 Vaidhi-sadhana Bhakti

Kanistha-adhikari | By association with 4 types of people come to
. mahatma Krsna consciousness
weak faith )
attraction develops *  Distressed -
madhyama- Gajendra
adhikart but also attachment to e Desiring wealth -
not expert in frult.l\{e aFt|V|ty an@ sense Dhru.vf'a.
gratification remain - Inquisitive - sages

arguing on revealed T
of Naimisaranya

scripture .

*  Wise - Four
ﬂrm fa|th Kumaras
uttama-adhikari

o »  No bhukti and More evidence from sastra
e><|P§rt n Sasm: and mukti on bhukti and mukti
aliving example ¢ Analogy of two
witches

sees love of God as
the goal

Srila Prabhupada points out that devotional service is attained
by the mercy of a vaisnava.

By association with Mahatmas cent per cent engaged in
devotional service, one may attain a little attraction for Sri Krsna.
At the same time one may remain very attached to fruitive
activities and material sense enjoyment.

[Refer to The Nectar of Devotion, page 29]

The living being is by nature pleasure seeking, ananda-mayo
‘bhyasat, as stated in the Vedanta-satra. Here, in this material
world, we find ourselves in a desert deprived of happiness. The
little drops of sense enjoyment that we experience do give us
moments of pleasure, but don't last and again we are unfulfilled,
looking everywhere for enjoyment. The three modes of material
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nature create a great variety of circumstances, sometimes
bringing enjoyment and sometimes suffering. Even when we
endeavour very hard for enjoyment, there is no guarantee that it
will be attained and we become frustrated and distressed. In
the association of devotees one gets a taste of devotional
service and one might become attracted to Krsna and develop a
little faith: “Maybe here I will find happiness?” However, at the
same time, we hold on to the old activities that have brought us
sense enjoyment so many times before.

Description of four kinds of pious men
who begin devotional service
Srila Ripa Gosvami quotes the Bhagavad-gita:

catur-vidha bhajante mam
janah su-krtino ‘rjuna

Jfiani ca bharatarsabha

catuh-vidhah—four kinds of; bhajante—render services, mam—
unto Me; janah—persons; su-krtinah—those who are pious;
inquisitive; artha-arthi—one who desires material gain; jiani—
one who knows things as they are; ca—also; bharata-rsabha—0O
great one amongst the descendants of Bharata.

O best among the Bharatas, four kinds of pious men begin to
render devotional service unto Me—the distressed, the desirer
of wealth, the inquisitive, and he who is searching for knowledge
of the Absolute.

[Bhagavad-gita 7.16]

ROpa Gosvamr also offers examples among personalities of
Srimad-Bhagavatam that represent these four categories and
who take up devotional service;

e Distressed - Gajendra

e Desirous of wealth - Dhruva
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e Inquisitive - Sages of Naimisaranya
*  Wise - Four Kumaras
(Out of these four, one who is wise is very dear to Krsna)

“A wise man who becomes attached to Krsna does not want any
return from Him, either in the form of relieving distress, or in
gaining money. That means from the very beginning his basic
principle of attachment to Krsna, more or less, is love.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 31]

“It can be concluded that a person who is free from the bodily
concept of life is an eligible candidate for pure devotional
service.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 32]

After some initial attraction to Krsna, His devotees and the world
of Krsna consciousness, a person may become a regular
practitioner of devotional service. There are three categories of
devotees mentioned in scripture, in the Nectar of Devotion,
Srimad-Bhagavatam and SrT Caitanya-caritamrta.

Description of three categories of
devotees

kanistha-adhikarr

The third class devotee
e His faith is not strong.
¢ His faith can be changed by strong argument.
¢ He does not recognize the decision of scripture.

yo bhavet komala-sraddhah
sa kanistho nigadyate

yah—anyone who; bhavet—may be; komala—soft; sraddhah—
having faith; sah—such a person; kanisthah—neophyte devotee;
nigadyate—is said to be.
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“One whose faith is not very strong, who is just beginning,
should be considered a neophyte devotee.”
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.19]

arc@yam eva haraye
pajam yah sraddhayehate
na tad-bhaktesu canyesu
sa bhaktah prakrtah smrtah

arcdyam—Deity; eva—certainly; haraye—to Lord Hari; pajam—
worship; yah—who; sraddhaya—faithfully; Thate—engages; na—
not; tat—of Krsna; bhaktesu—toward the devotees; ca—and;
anyesu—toward people in general; sah—he; bhaktah prakrtah—
materialistic devotee; smrtah—is called

A devotee who faithfully engages in the worship of the Deity in
the temple but does not behave properly toward other devotees
or people in general is called a prakrta-bhakta, a materialistic
devotee, and is considered to be in the lowest position.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.2.47]

Vaisnava - whoever chants the holy name once

Satyaraja Khan said, “My dear Lord, being a householder and a
materialistic man, I do not know the process of advancing in
spiritual life. I therefore submit myself unto Your lotus feet and
request You to give me orders.”

St Caitanya Mahaprabhu replied, “Without cessation continue
chanting the holy name of Lord Krsna. Whenever possible, serve
Him and His devotees, the Vaisnavas.”

Upon hearing this, Satyaraja said, “How can I recognize a
Vaisnava? Please let me know what a Vaisnava is. What are his
common symptoms?”

St Caitanya Mahaprabhu replied, “Whoever chants the holy
name of Krsna just once is worshipable and is the topmost
human being.

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-Iila 15.103-106]
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(Additional reference)

madhyama-adhikari
¢ Heis not expert in arguing on the strength of revealed
scriptures.
¢ He has firm faith in the procedure of devotional service
unto Krsna.

yah sastradisv anipunah
sraddhavan sa tu madhyamah

yah—anyone who; sastra-adisu—in the revealed scriptures;
anipunah—not very expert; sraddhavan—full of faith; sah—he; tu
—certainly; madhyamah—second-class or middle-class devotee

He who does not know scriptural argument very well but who
has firm faith is called an intermediate or second-class devotee.
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.18]

ISvare tad-adhinesu
balisesu dvisatsu ca
prema-maitri-krpopeksa
yah karoti sa madhyamah

Isvare—unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead; tat-adhinesu
—to persons who have taken fully to Krsna consciousness;
balisesu—unto the neophytes or the ignorant; dvisatsu—to
persons envious of Krsna and Krsna's devotees; ca—and; prema
—love; maitri—friendship; krpd—mercy; upeksah—negligence;
yah—anyone who; karoti—does; sah—he; madhyamah—a
second-class devotee

An intermediate or second-class devotee, called madhyama-
adhikarr, offers his love to the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
is a sincere friend to all the devotees of the Lord, shows mercy to
ignorant people who are innocent and disregards those who are
envious of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.2.46]
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Vaisnavatara - A person who is always chanting the
holy name of the Lord

As in the previous year, one of the inhabitants of Kulina-grama
submitted a petition to the Lord, saying, “My Lord, kindly tell me
what my duty is and how I should execute it.”

The Lord replied, “You should engage yourself in the service of
the servants of Krsna and always chant the holy name of Krsna.
If you do these two things, you will very soon attain shelter at
Krsna's lotus feet.”

The inhabitant of Kulina-grama said, “Please let me know who is
actually a Vaisnava and what his symptoms are.” Understanding
his mind, $rT Caitanya Mahaprabhu smiled and gave the
following reply.

“A person who is always chanting the holy name of the Lord is to

be considered a first-class Vaisnava, and your duty is to serve his
lotus feet.”

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-Iila 16.69-72]

(Additional reference)

Uttama-adhikart

¢ Heis expertin the study of relevant scriptures.

e Heis also expert in putting forward arguments in terms
of those scriptures.

e He can present conclusions with discretion.

¢ He can consider the ways of devotional service in a
decisive way.

¢ He understands the goal is to attain the loving service of
Krsna.

¢ He knows Krsna is the only object of worship and love.

e He strictly follows rules and regulations under the
training of a bona fide spiritual master and obeys him in
accord with revealed scriptures.

e He never deviates from higher authority.
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¢ He has firm faith in scriptures by understanding with all
reason and arguments.

sastre yuktau ca nipunah

sarvatha drdha-niscayah
praudha-sraddho ‘dhikart yah

sa bhaktav uttamo mata

sastre—in the revealed scriptures; yuktau—in logic; ca—also;
nipunah—expert; sarvathd—in all respects; drdha-niscayah—who
is firmly convinced; praudha—deep; sraddhah—who has faith;
adhikari—eligible; yah—who; sah—he; bhaktau—in devotional
service; uttamah—highest; matah—is considered

One who is expert in logic and in understanding the revealed
scriptures, and who always has firm conviction and deep faith
that is not blind, is to be considered a topmost devotee in
devotional service.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.17]

Sri-havir uvaca

sarva-bhatesu yah pasyed
bhagavad-bhavam atmanah
bhatani bhagavaty atmany
esa bhagavatottamah

$ri-havih uvaca—SrT Havir said; sarva-bhiitesu—in all objects (in
matter, spirit, and combinations of matter and spirit); yah—
anyone who; pasyet—sees; bhagavat-bhavam—the ability to be
engaged in the service of the Lord; atmanah—of the supreme
spirit soul, or the transcendence beyond the material concept of
life; bhatani—all beings; bhagavati—in the Supreme Personality
of Godhead; atmani—the basic principle of all existence; esah—
this; bhagavata-uttamah—a person advanced in devotional
service.

Sr Havir said: The most advanced devotee sees within
everything the soul of all souls, the Supreme Personality of
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Godhead, Sri Krsna. Consequently he sees systematically

everything in relation to the Supreme Lord and understands that

everything that exists is eternally situated within the Lord.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.2.45]

Vaisnavatama - he whose very presence makes others
chant the holy name of Krsna

The following year, the inhabitants of Kulina-grama again asked
the Lord the same question. Hearing this question, $r1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu again taught them about the different types of
Vaisnavas.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, “A first-class Vaisnava is he whose
very presence makes others chant the holy name of Krsna.”

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 16.73-74]

(Additional reference)

sraddhavan jana haya bhakti-adhikart
‘uttama’, ‘madhyama’, ‘kanistha’ — sraddha-anusart

sraddhavan jana—a person with faith; haya—is; bhakti-adhikari—
eligible for discharging transcendental loving service to the
Lord; uttama—first class; madhyama—intermediate; kanistha—
the lowest class; sSraddha-anusari—according to the proportion
of faith.

A faithful devotee is a truly eligible candidate for the loving
service of the Lord. According to one’s faith, one is classified as a
topmost devotee, an intermediate devotee or an inferior
devotee.

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 22.64]
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kanistha, madhyama and uttama - adhikari
(from the perspective of adhikara - eligibility)
Category |The Stages of | Affliction by Focus
of adhikara, |Bhakti maya
Vaisnava tr;e level (Madhurya
OT access Kadambin/')
Kanistha- External sSraddha - tinge of sambhanda -
adhikart form of the |faith spiritualization connection
sl\;mk/rtana sadhu-sanga - | @ bit more
ovement devotee concrete
association | spjritual localized,
bhajana-kriya | Material aspect in
-regulated | full force
worship slowly diminishes
anartha-nivrtti
- purification
Madhyama- | The Nistha - fixed | spiritual influence | abhidheya -
adhikarr Substance: |determination| more pervasive spiritual
The perfect material influence growth
Process of
. somewhat
Devotional
. decreased
Service
Uttama- The Divine | ruci - taste spiritual prayojana -
adhikart Presence of | _ . predominant, the ultimate
thelord | 257K~ terial localized !
e Lor attachment | Material localized | goa
bhéva - spiritual complete,
material a trace
ecstasy

prema - love

a shadow

absent

The eligibility of the three categories of
devotees

Explanation of the above:
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The Sanskrit word adhikara may be translated as authorized,
right, qualified. One could say that according to one’s surrender
and faith one is authorized to enter the transcendental realm.
The kanistha, madhyama, and uttama adhikari each have a
different level of authorization to enter into Lord Caitanya's
sankirtana movement.

The kanistha-adhikari mainly has access to the
external form of the sankirtana movement.

In the Bhagavatam verse it is explained that the kanistha-adhikart
faithfully engages in the worship of the Deity in the temple but
does not behave properly toward other devotees, or people in
general. Bhaktivinoda Thakura has commented in Jaiva Dharma,
chapter 8: “Already, it has been established that sraddha, faith, is
the seed of devotion. To worship the Deity of the Lord with
sraddha is certainly bhakti, but without worshipping and serving
the devotee of the Lord one cannot execute suddha-bhakti. This
position of serving the Lord but not His pure devotee can be
described as being, at best, a step inside the portals of the realm
of bhakti.”

The kanistha-adhikari is sometimes known as prakrta-bhakta, a
devotee concerned with the material energy. He primarily
relates to the external form of the sankirtana movement. He also
penetrates into the second level of ‘the perfect process’, but he
can't go very deep. He has difficulty living by the scriptures and
relies on his own intelligence in trying to find happiness.

The madhyama-adhikart is absorbed in the
substance of the perfect process of devotional
service

‘Sraddha™-sabde — visvasa kahe sudrdha niscaya
krsne bhakti kaile sarva-karma krta haya
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Sraddha is confident, firm faith that by rendering transcendental
loving service to Krsna one automatically performs all subsidiary
activities. Such faith is favourable to the discharge of devotional
service.
[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 22.62]
(Additional reference)

The madhyama-adhikari has firm faith that by following a life of
bhakti all good things will be attained, and therefore he takes full
shelter of scripture. He depends on Krsna’'s mercy and as a
result, feels closely connected to this mercy at any time.
Therefore he is a blissful and inspired devotee. He also has his
struggles with material desires, but he is firmly convinced that
such desires lead to no benefit and therefore he doesn't want
them.

The uttama-adhikari feels the divine presence of
the Lord

The Uttama adhikarr lives in the relationship with the Supreme
Lord. This may become the emotional focus in the stage of ruci
and then gradually mature to the stage of prema.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has written in the Madhurya
Kadambinr:

“When the materialistic aspect of ahantd and mamata is
extremely deep, one remains in the cycle of birth and death.
When a causeless particle of faith develops and one thinks of
becoming a vaisnava and serving the Lord, ahanta and mamata
becomes slightly spiritualized and the jiva becomes qualified for
devotional service. At the stage of sadhu-sanga, the tinge of
spiritualization becomes more concrete. At the stage of
anishthita bhajana-kriya, the spiritualization is localized in one
place, whereas the material aspect is in full force. At the stage of
nistha, spiritualization becomes more pervasive and the
materialistic influence decreases somewhat. At the stage of ruci,
spiritualization of me and mine becomes dominant and the
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materialistic aspect becomes localized. At the stage of asakti the
spiritual aspect becomes complete and the material aspect
becomes a trace. At the stage of bhava the spiritual aspect
becomes thorough and the material aspect becomes a shadow,
occasionally appearing. At the stage of prema, the spiritual
aspect becomes extremely intense and the material aspect is
completely absent.

At the stage of bhajana-kriya, meditation on the Lord is mixed
with other topics and is temporary. At the stage of nistha,
meditation on the Lord has a trace of other topics. At the stage
of ruci, other topics are absent and the meditation is long
lasting. At the stage of asakti, meditation becomes deep. During
bhava, by meditation, the Lord appears in the mind. Achieving
prema, along with the appearance of the Lord in the mind, there
is direct association with the Lord.”

[Madhurya Kadambini, eighth shower of nectar]

(Additional reference)

“The Uttama adhikarT develops an inclination towards antaranga-
seva, service according to one’s eternal spiritual identity. In the
stage of prema the siddha-deha is fully developed and becomes a
parsada devotee of the Lord, one who is present in the pastimes
of the Lord.”
[Madhurya Kadambini, eighth shower of nectar]
(Additional Reference)

Evidence that devotees have no interest
in bhukti or mukti

Liberation stands with folded hands

There is a famous example of Bilvamangala Thakura, who was
completely absorbed in devotional service.

Srila Bilvamangala Thakura has said:
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bhaktis tvayi sthiratard bhagavan yadi syad
daivena nah phalati divya-kisora-mdartih
muktih svayam mukulitafjalih sevate 'sman
dharmartha-kama-gatayah samaya-pratiksah

If I am engaged in devotional service unto You, my dear Lord,
then very easily can I perceive Your presence everywhere. And
as far as liberation is concerned, I think that liberation stands at
my door with folded hands, waiting to serve me—and all
material conveniences of dharma [religiosity], artha [economic
development] and kdma [sense gratification] stand with her.
[Krsna-karnamrta 107]

The witches of karma and jfigna

In this context ‘karma’ refers to the desire to enjoy the fruits of
one’s labour for oneself. Jiagna’ refers to the tendency to liberate
oneself from material involvement by intellectually analysing the
difference between spirit and matter, and then cultivating
detachment from matter. However, bhakti is not concerned with
enjoying the material energy (karma), or with cultivating
detachment from it (jiana); bhakti involves engaging the senses
and the material energy in the service of Krsna.

bhukti-mukti-sprha yavat
pisacr hrdi vartate
tavad bhakti-sukhasyatra
katham abhyudayo bhavet

bhukti—for material enjoyment; mukti—and for liberation from
material existence; sprha—desires; yavat—as long as; pisaci—the
witches; hrdi—within the heart; vartate—remain; tavat—that
long; bhakti—of devotional service; sukhasya—of the happiness;
atra—here; katham—how; abhyudayah—awakening; bhavet—can
there be.

The material desire to enjoy the material world and the desire to
become liberated from material bondage are considered to be
two witches, and they haunt one like ghosts. As long as these
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witches remain within the heart, how can one feel
transcendental bliss? As long as these two witches remain in the
heart, there is no possibility of enjoying the transcendental bliss
of devotional service.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.22]

Another quite graphic example has been given by Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta. Sometimes we have a person who eats a lot
and yet remains skinny and weak. It may be that the person has
worms, which take all the nourishment of whatever he eats. Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta said that as long as we are affected by the
worms of karma and jigna, we cannot get the nourishment of
bhakti.

[Lord Chaitanya’s Teachings, Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura]

(Additional Reference)

Bhakti is free from impurity

Bhakti is sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam tat-paratvena nirmalam hrsikena
hrsikesa-sevanam bhaktir ucyate, the devotee is not bound to any
external designation, free from impurity and simply interested in
satisfying the senses of Krsna. For this purpose anukdalyasya
sankalpah, he can accept whatever is favourable and
pratikalyasya varjanam, or he can either renounce any aspect of
the material energy which is unfavourable. A devotee measures
good and bad, decides what to do and not to do, by whatever
merit the activity or object may have for Krsna.

Further Evidence from the Srimad-
Bhagavatam

Lord Kapila to Devahati:

bhaktya pumafi jata-viraga aindriyad
drsta-srutan mad-racananucintaya
cittasya yatto grahane yoga-yukto
yatisyate rjubhir yoga-margaih
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bhaktya—by devotional service; puman—a person; jata-virdgah—
having developed distaste; aindriyat—for sense gratification;
drsta—seen (in this world); srutat—heard (in the next world);
mat-racana—My activities of creation and so on; anucintayd—by
constantly thinking about; cittasya—of the mind; yattah—
engaged; grahane—in the control; yoga-yuktah—situated in
devotional service; yatisyate—will endeavour; rjubhih—easy;
yoga-margaih—by the processes of mystic power.

Thus consciously engaged in devotional service in the
association of devotees, a person gains distaste for sense
gratification, both in this world and in the next, by constantly
thinking about the activities of the Lord. This process of Krsna
consciousness is the easiest process of mystic power; when one
is actually situated on that path of devotional service, he is able
to control the mind.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.26)

Uddhava to Lord Krsna:

ko nv isa te pada-saroja-bhajam
sudurlabho ‘rthesu catursv apiha
tathapi naham pravrnomi bhaman
bhavat-padambhoja-nisevanotsukah

kah nu isa—O my Lord; te—Your; pada-saroja-bhajam—of the
devotees engaged in the transcendental loving service of Your
lotus feet; su-durlabhah—very difficult to obtain; arthesu—in the
matter of; catursu—in the four objectives; api—in spite of; iha—
in this world; tatha api—yet; na—do not; aham—1I; pravrnomi—
prefer; bhiman—O great one; bhavat—Your; pada-ambhoja—
lotus feet; nisevana-utsukah—anxious to serve.

O my Lord, devotees who engage in the transcendental loving
service of Your lotus feet have no difficulty in achieving anything
within the realm of the four principles of religiosity, economic
development, sense gratification and liberation. But, O great
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one, as far as I am concerned, I have preferred only to engage in
the loving service of Your lotus feet.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.4.15]

Lord Kapila to Devahdti:

naikatmatam me sprhayanti kecin
mat-pada-sevabhirata mad-thah

ye ‘nyonyato bhagavatah prasajya
sabhajayante mama paurusani

na—never; eka-atmatdm—merging into oneness; me—My;
sprhayanti—they desire; kecit—any; mat-pada-seva—the service
of My lotus feet; abhiratah—engaged in; mat-thah—
endeavouring to attain Me; ye—those who; anyonyatah—
mutually; bhagavatah—pure devotees; prasajya—assembling;
sabhajayante—glorify; mama—My; paurusani—glorious activities.

A pure devotee, who is attached to the activities of devotional
service and who always engages in the service of My lotus feet,
never desires to become one with Me. Such a devotee, who is
unflinchingly engaged, always glorifies My pastimes and
activities.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.34]

Dhruva Maharaja:

ya nirvrtis tanu-bhrtam tava pada-padma-
dhyanad bhavaj-jana-katha-sravanena va syat
sa brahmani sva-mahimany api natha ma bhat
kim tv antakasi-lulitat patatam vimanat

ya—that which; nirvrtih—bliss; tanu-bhrtam—of the embodied;
tava—Your; pada-padma—Ilotus feet; dhyanat—from meditating
upon; bhavat-jana—from Your intimate devotees; kathd—topics;
sravanena—by hearing; vd—or; syat—comes into being; sa—that
bliss; brahmani—in the impersonal Brahman; sva-mahimani—
Your own magnificence; api—even; natha—O Lord; md—never;
bhat—exists; kim—what to speak of; tu—then; antaka-asi—by the
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sword of death; lulitat—being destroyed; patatadm—of those who
fall down; vimanat—from their air planes.

My Lord, the transcendental bliss derived from meditating upon
Your lotus feet or hearing about Your glories from pure
devotees is so unlimited that it is far beyond the stage of
brahmananda, wherein one thinks himself merged in the
impersonal Brahman as one with the Supreme. Since
brahmananda is also defeated by the transcendental bliss
derived from devotional service, then what to speak of the
temporary blissfulness of elevating oneself to the heavenly
planets, which is ended by the separating sword of time?
Although one may be elevated to the heavenly planets, he falls
down in due course of time.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.9.10]
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Chapter 4 - Devotional Service
surpasses all liberation

This chapter provides even more evidence that devotees have
no interest in karma (sense gratification) and jidana (liberation). It
is interesting to note that the Srimad-Bhagavatam is the main
source and also provides the principle evidence for the
conclusions of the Gaudiya-sampradaya. So it is significant that in
the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu as well, the Srimad-Bhagavatam is the
most quoted literature to substantiate that devotional service
surpasses all desire for liberation.

There is also an explanation of the famous dtmardma verse as
well as relevant quotes on liberation from The Nectar of Devotion.

Topics The entire chapter simply provides more
evidence from scripture that Bhakti
surpasses all liberation

Chapter Four - Eastern Division, 2nd Wave,
sadhana Bhakti

Chapter 2-14 Vaidhi-sadhana Bhakti

17 Verses from The Hayasirsa- The Narada- The atmarama
Srimad- paficaratra is paficardtra is verse from
Bhagavatam are | quoted twice. quoted once Srimad-
cited as evidence |Referenceto a Bhagavatam is
verse by discussed
Hanuman quoted
in Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu
1.2.49

Evidence from Srimad-Bhagavatam

The following verses from Srimad-Bhagavatam support that
devotional service surpasses all liberation:
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na kdmaye natha tad apy aham kvacin
na yatra yusmac-carandmbujasavah

mahattamantar-hrdaydn mukha-cyuto
vidhatsva karnayutam esa me varah

My dear Lord, I therefore do not wish to have the benediction of
merging into Your existence, a benediction in which there is no
existence of the nectarean beverage of Your lotus feet. I want
the benediction of at least one million ears, for thus I may be
able to hear about the glories of Your lotus feet from the
mouths of Your pure devotees.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.20.24]

yo dustyajan ksiti-suta-svajanartha-daran
prarthyam sriyam sura-varaih sadayavalokam
naicchan nrpas tad-ucitam mahatam madhudvit-
sevanurakta-manasam abhavo ‘pi phalguh

Sukadeva Gosvami continued: My dear King, the activities of
Bharata Maharaja are wonderful. He gave up everything difficult
for others to give up. He gave up his kingdom, his wife and his
family. His opulence was so great that even the demigods
envied it, yet he gave it up. It was quite befitting a great
personality like him to be a great devotee. He could renounce
everything because he was so attracted to the beauty, opulence,
reputation, knowledge, strength and renunciation of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. Krsna is so attractive
that one can give up all desirable things for His sake. Indeed,
even liberation is considered insignificant for those whose
minds are attracted to the loving service of the Lord.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.14.44]

na naka-prstham na ca paramesthyam
na sarva-bhaumam na rasadhipatyam
na yoga-siddhir apunar-bhavam va
samafijasa tva virahayya kankse
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O my Lord, source of all opportunities, I do not desire to enjoy in
Dhruvaloka, the heavenly planets or the planet where Lord
Brahma resides, nor do I want to be the supreme ruler of all the
earthly planets or the lower planetary systems. I do not desire to
be master of the powers of mystic yoga, nor do I want liberation
if I have to give up Your lotus feet.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.11.25]

nardyana-parah sarve

na kutascana bibhyati
svargdpavarga-narakesv

api tulyartha-darsinah

Devotees solely engaged in the devotional service of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Narayana, never fear any
condition of life. For them the heavenly planets, liberation and
the hellish planets are all the same, for such devotees are
interested only in the service of the Lord.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.17.28]

aradhanam bhagavata
Thamana nirasisah
ye tu necchanty api param
te svartha-kusalah smrtah

Although those who are interested only in worshipping the
Supreme Personality of Godhead do not desire anything
material from the Lord and do not even want liberation, Lord
Krsna fulfils all their desires.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.18.74]

tuste ca tatra kim alabhyam ananta adye
kim tair guna-vyatikarad iha ye sva-siddhah

dharmadayah kim agunena ca kanksitena

saram jusam caranayor upagayatam nah

Nothing is unobtainable for devotees who have satisfied the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the cause of all causes,
the original source of everything. The Lord is the reservoir of
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unlimited spiritual qualities. For devotees, therefore, who are
transcendental to the modes of material nature, what is the use
of following the principles of religion, economic development,
sense gratification and liberation, which are all automatically
obtainable under the influence of the modes of nature? We
devotees always glorify the lotus feet of the Lord, and therefore
we need not ask for anything in terms of dharma, kama, artha
and moksa.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.6.25]

sri-indra uvaca
pratyanitah parama bhavata trayata nah sva-bhaga
daityakrantam hrdaya-kamalam tad-grham pratyabodhi
kala-grastam kiyad idam aho ndatha susrdsatam te
muktis tesam na hi bahumata narasimhaparaih kim

King Indra said: O Supreme Lord, You are our deliverer and
protector. Our shares of sacrifices, which are actually Yours,
have been recovered from the demon by You. Because the
demoniac king Hiranyakasipu was most fearsome, our hearts,
which are Your permanent abode, were all overtaken by him.
Now, by Your presence, the gloom and darkness in our hearts
have been dissipated. O Lord, for those who always engage in
Your service, which is more exalted than liberation, all material
opulence is insignificant. They do not even care for liberation,
not to speak of the benefits of kama, artha and dharma.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.8.42]

ekantino yasya na kaficanartham
vafichanti ye vai bhagavat-prapanndh
aty-adbhutam tac-caritam sumangalam
gayanta ananda-samudra-magnah

tam aksaram brahma param paresam

avyaktam adhyatmika-yoga-gamyam
atindriyam saksmam ivatidiaram
anantam adyam paripdrnam ide
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Unalloyed devotees, who have no desire other than to serve the
Lord, worship Him in full surrender and always hear and chant
about His activities, which are most wonderful and auspicious.
Thus they always merge in an ocean of transcendental bliss.
Such devotees never ask the Lord for any benediction. I,
however, am in danger. Thus I pray to that Supreme Personality
of Godhead, who is eternally existing, who is invisible, who is the
Lord of all great personalities, such as Brahma, and who is
available only by transcendental bhakti-yoga. Being extremely
subtle, He is beyond the reach of my senses and transcendental
to all external realization. He is unlimited, He is the original
cause, and He is completely full in everything. I offer my
obeisances unto Him.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 8.3.20-21]

mat-sevayad pratitam te
salokyadi-catustayam
necchanti sevayad parnah
kuto ‘nyat kala-viplutam

My devotees, who are always satisfied to be engaged in My
loving service, are not interested even in the four principles of
liberation [salokya, sarapya, sGmipya and sarsti], although these
are automatically achieved by their service. What then is to be
said of such perishable happiness as elevation to the higher
planetary systems?

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 9.4.67]

na naka-prstham na ca sarva-bhaumam
na paramesthyam na rasadhipatyam
na yoga-siddhir apunar-bhavam va
vafichanti yat-pada-rajah-prapannah

Those who have attained the dust of Your lotus feet never
hanker for the kingship of heaven, limitless sovereignty, the
position of Brahma or rulership over the earth. They are not
interested even in the perfections of yoga or in liberation itself.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.16.37]
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duravagamatma-tattva-nigamaya tavatta-tanos carita-
mahamrtabdhi-parivarta-parisramanah
na parilasanti kecid apavargam apisvara te carana-saroja-hamsa-
kula-sanga-visrsta-grhah

My Lord, some fortunate souls have gotten relief from the
fatigue of material life by diving into the vast nectar ocean of
Your pastimes, which You enact when You manifest Your
personal forms to propagate the unfathomable science of the
self. These rare souls, indifferent even to liberation, renounce
the happiness of home and family because of their association
with devotees who are like flocks of swans enjoying at the lotus
of Your feet.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.87.21]

na kificit sadhavo dhira
bhakta hy ekantino mama
vafichanty api maya dattam
kaivalyam apunar-bhavam

Because My devotees possess saintly behaviour and deep
intelligence, they completely dedicate themselves to Me and do
not desire anything besides Me. Indeed, even if I offer them
liberation from birth and death, they do not accept it.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.20.34]

na paramesthyam na mahendra-dhisnyam
na sarvabhaumam na rasadhipatyam
na yoga-siddhir apunar-bhavam va
mayy arpitatmecchati mad vindnyat

One who has fixed his consciousness on Me desires neither the
position or abode of Lord Brahma or Lord Indra, nor an empire
on the earth, nor sovereignty in the lower planetary systems,
nor the eightfold perfection of yoga, nor liberation from birth
and death. Such a person desires Me alone.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.14.14]
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sri-bhagavan uvaca

naivecchaty asisah kvapi
brahmarsir moksam apy uta
bhaktim param bhagavati
labdhavan puruse ‘vyaye

Lord Siva replied: Surely this saintly brahmana does not desire
any benediction, not even liberation itself, for he has attained
pure devotional service unto the inexhaustible Personality of
Godhead.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 12.10.6]
muktanam api siddhanam
narayana-parayanah
su-durlabhah prasantatma
kotisv api maha@-mune

O great sage, among many millions who are liberated and
perfect in knowledge of liberation, one may be a devotee of Lord
Narayana, or Krsna. Such devotees, who are fully peaceful, are
extremely rare.

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.14.5]

tatha paramahamsanam

munin@m amalatmanam
bhakti-yoga-vidhandartham
katham pasyema hi striyah

You Yourself descend to propagate the transcendental science
of devotional service unto the hearts of the advanced
transcendentalists and mental speculators, who are purified by
being able to discriminate between matter and spirit. How then
can we women know You perfectly?

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.8.20]
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atmardma verse

In this chapter there is also a reference to the atmarama verse.
This is a famous verse which has been extensively explained in
the SrT Caitanya-caritdmrta. Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami
mentions that Caitanya Mahaprabhu gave sixty-one
explanations of the verse. The Lord then commented that every
verse of the Bhagavatam has unlimited meanings.

stta uvaca
atmaramas ca munayo
nirgrantha apy urukrame
kurvanty ahaitukim bhaktim
ittham-bhata-guno harih

sttah uvaca—Sata Gosvami said; atmaramah—those who take
pleasure in atma (generally, spirit self); ca—also; munayah—
sages; nirgranthah—freed from all bondage; api—in spite of;
urukrame—unto the great adventurer; kurvanti—do; ahaitukim—
unalloyed; bhaktim—devotional service; ittham-bhata—such
wonderful; gunah—qualities; harih—of the Lord

Sata Gosvamt said: All different varieties of atmaramas [those
who take pleasure in the atma, or spirit self], especially those
established on the path of self-realization, though freed from all
kinds of material bondage, desire to render unalloyed
devotional service unto the Personality of Godhead. This means
that the Lord possesses transcendental qualities and therefore
can attract everyone, including liberated souls.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.7.10,
Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 45]

Liberation is described to be of five types, but only four are
acceptable to vaisnavas.

Five Types of Liberation
e sarapya (equal bodily feature)
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e salokya (equal facility to live on the same planet with the
Lord)

 sarsti (equal possession of opulence like the Lord)

e s@mipya (association with the Lord)

e sdyujya (to become one with the Lord)

Sayujya is not acceptable to the vaisnavas. Only 4 kinds of
liberation are acceptable, but not desired by devotees.

Sayujya is unacceptable

sayujya’ sunite bhaktera haya ghrna-bhaya
naraka vafichaye, tabu sayujya na laya

When a devotee hears of sayujya-mukti, he feels disgust, shame,
and fear. He would rather go to hell than merge into the
formless Brahman.

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-Iila 6.268]

Hanuman explains why sayujya is never acceptable to
a vaisnava
ataeva prasiddham sri-hanumad-vakyam
bhava-bandha-cchide tasyai sprhaydmi na muktaye
bhavan prabhur aham dasa iti yatra vilupyate

I do not desire liberation that cuts the bondage of material life,
because in that state of liberation, awareness that you are the
master and I am the servant disappears.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.49]

Why the other 4 types of liberation are not
desirable

In this world we work for a reward that is greater than the work
we perform. Otherwise we would not be motivated to work. Yet
a devotee is not looking for any benefit from devotional service
other than more devotional service. After all, nothing can
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compare to devotional service; pure devotional service is
suprasidati, completely satisfying. So only devotional service can
exclusively be the reward for devotional service. Therefore
devotees do not desire any of the four kinds of liberation.
However, if these are attained, it would be acceptable because
these don't obstruct one from engaging in devotional service.

Vraja Bhakti is topmost

“Out of many kinds of devotees of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, the one who is attracted to the original form of the
Lord, as Krsna in Vrndavana, is considered to be the foremost,
first-class devotee. Such a devotee is never attracted by the
opulences of Vaikuntha, or even of Dvaraka, the royal city where
Krsna ruled. The conclusion of SrT Rapa GosvamT is that the
devotees who are attracted by the pastimes of the Lord in
Gokula, or Vrndavana, are the topmost devotees.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, pages 45-46]

Such devotees are deeply absorbed in the ecstasy of serving
Krsna and have no attraction to anything else, anya-abhilasita
sanyam.
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Chapter 5 - The Purity of Devotional
Service

“Srila Rapa GosvamT states that devotional service is
transcendental to all material considerations and that it is not
limited to any particular country, class, society or circumstance.
As stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam, devotional service is
transcendental and has no cause. Devotional service is executed
without any hope for gain, and it cannot be checked by any
material circumstances. It is open for all, without any distinction,
and it is the constitutional occupation of the living entities.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 47]

In this chapter of The Nectar of Devotion, Srila Prabhupada
highlights the great efforts made by his spiritual master, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, to establish that Krsna
consciousness is open to all, regardless of caste or creed.

Special credit is given to Srila Bhaktisiddhanta who risked his life
by standing up against caste gosvamis and had to face violent
attacks from opponents during the Navadvipa-mandala
parikrama.

There is also extensive discussion on varnasrama.
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Topics Anyone without considering caste or
creed can practice Bhakti

Chapter Five - Eastern Division, 2nd Wave,
sadhana Bhakti

Chapter 2-14 Vaidhi-sadhana Bhakti

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta | There is There is no need for | No need for
Sarasvati Thakura extensive ritualistic atonement
defeated the discussion on | performance and no
Nity@nanda-vamsa varnasrama need for five yajfias

and smarta- to counteract sin

brahmanas and
established that
everyone can
become a vaisnava

Devotional service is open to all

“After the disappearance of Lord Nityananda, Bengal became
predominated by the Nityananda-vamsa, the family lineage of
Lord Nityananda. They claimed that only they could be guru.
Their disciples would be known as the Nityananda-parivara and
could not give initiation themselves. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura smashed these (Nityananda-vamsa) ideas. It is
now correctly and practically established that devotional service
is not restricted to a particular class of men. Our Krsna
consciousness movement in the Western world is based on the
above-mentioned proposition of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta SarasvatT
Gosvami Prabhupada, our spiritual master. On his authority, we
are claiming members from all sections of the Western
countries. The so-called brahmanas claim that one who is not
born into a brahmana family cannot receive the sacred thread
and cannot become a high-grade Vaisnava. But we do not accept
such a theory, because it is not supported by Ripa Gosvami nor
by the strength of the various scriptures. Srila Ripa Gosvami
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specifically mentions herein that every man has the birthright to
accept devotional service and to become Krsna conscious.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 47]

Varnasrama

A question may be raised about the extent to which varnasrama
is relevant for a vaisnava.

Even without varnasrama

In Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.5.17 Narada Muni said to Vyasadeva,
“Even if one doesn't execute his specific occupational duty, but
immediately takes direct shelter of the lotus feet of Hari (Krsna),
there will be no fault on his part.”

[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 49]

Further questions on varnasrama
¢ What s the purpose of varnasrama?

Varnasrama is a system to place all different kinds of people
within society under the protection of the Lord'’s instruction with
the aim of gradually elevating mankind to the mode of
goodness. The next step is samsiddhir hari-tosanam, to perform
the duties of varnasrama for the pleasure of the Lord.

¢ Which varnas are the most important? Why?

The brahmanas and the ksatriyas, because they place the duties
of dharma before personal desire, whereas vaisyas and sadras
place personal desire before prescribed duty.

¢ What is the position of one who is not following
varnasrama dharma?

One who is not following varnasrama is riding in the manoratha,
the chariot of the mind. He will be pulled by the senses and
gradually go down into material entanglement. However, even if
one is not following varnasrama, but somehow by good fortune
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comes into contact with devotees and takes up devotional
service, all success can be attained.

* To what extent is varnasrama relevant for a vaisnava?

Varnasrama is a division of society that offers various duties for
different individuals according to their nature. When we take up
spiritual life, we can't be immediately free from the modes of
material nature. Varnasrama regulates the activities of various
types of personalities according to the modes of nature they
have acquired and provides them with relevant duties to
conduct their lives. A vaisnava can engage in the duties relevant
to his nature and at the same time engage in devotional service.
For example, if one has an inclination toward business, then one
can engage that in the service of the Lord. Of course a liberated
soul can do anything required for the service of the Lord.

If someone has an injury, they may have to walk with crutches
for a while, but once they return to full health they can discard
the crutches. In the same way varnasrama provides a support
system for the souls, who are covered by the modes of material
nature. Once liberated from the modes of nature, one doesn't
require this support system any longer.
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Sr Caitanya Mahaprabhu prayed:

naham vipro na ca nara-patir na@pi vaisyo na sadro

naham varni na ca grha-patir no vanastho yatir va
kintu prodyan-nikhila-paramananda-parnamrtabdher

gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah

I am not a brahmana, I am not a ksatriya, I am not a vaisya or a
sadra. Nor am I a brahmacari, a householder, a vanaprastha or a
sannyasi. I identify Myself only as the servant of the servant of
the servant of the lotus feet of Lord $ri Krsna, the maintainer of
the gopis. He is like an ocean of nectar, and He is the cause of
universal transcendental bliss. He is always existing with
brilliance.

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-Iila 13.80]

(Additional Reference)

Vaisnavas and Brahmanas

A Vaisnava is automatically a Brahmana

“A Vaisnava automatically becomes a brahmana. This idea is also
supported by Sanatana Gosvami in his book Hari-bhakti-vilasa,
which is the Vaisnava guide. There he has clearly stated that any
person who is properly initiated into the Vaisnava cult certainly
becomes a brahmana, much as the metal known a Kamsa (bell
metal) is turned into gold by the mixture of mercury. A bona-fide
spiritual master, under the guidance of authorities, can turn
anyone to the Vaisnava cult, so that naturally he may come to
the topmost position of a brahmana.
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Srila Ripa Gosvami warns however, that if a person is properly
initiated by a bona fide spiritual master, he should not think that
simply by the acceptance of such initiation his business is then
finished. One still has to follow the rules and regulations very
carefully. If, after accepting the spiritual master and being
initiated one doesn't follow the rules and regulations of
devotional service, then he is again fallen.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 48]

Vaisnavas surpass the brahmanas

“All are qualified for hari-bhakti.”
[Padma Purana, Quoted in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.61]

“In the country known as Maydradhvaja, the lower caste people
who are considered less than sadras are also initiated in the
vaisnava cult of devotional service. And when they are properly
dressed, with tilaka on their bodies and beads in their hands and
on their necks, they appear to be coming from Vaikuntha. In fact
they look so beautiful that they immediately surpass the
ordinary brahmanas.”

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.62 from Skanda Purdna, Kasi-khanda,

Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 48]

Performance of Sacrifice

No need for the five types of sacrifice to
counteract sin

In Srimad-Bhagavatam, Eleventh Canto, fifth chapter, verse 41,
Karabhajana Muni addresses Maharaja Nimi as follows: “My dear
King, if someone gives up his occupational duties as they are
prescribed for the different varnas and asramas, but takes
complete shelter, surrendering himself unto the lotus feet of the
Lord, such a person is no more a debtor, nor has he any
obligation to perform the different kinds of activities we render
to the great sages, ancestors, living entities and family and
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society members. Nor has he any need to bother executing the
five kinds of yajfias [sacrifices] for becoming free from sinful
contamination. Simply by discharging devotional service, he is
freed from all kinds of obligations.”

[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 51]

More on the five kinds of yajfias

The Manu-samhita explains that there are five places of
slaughter in the household: the fire place, the grinding stone,
the broom, the pestle and mortar, the water pot. So
householders are meant to counteract these activities by
performing five types of sacrifice. These five types of yagjfias are
mentioned in the Taittirlya-aranyaka 2.10 as: brahma-yajfia, or
study/teaching; sastra: deva-yajfia, or offering oblations in agni-
hotra to the demigods; pitr-yajfia, or offering tarpana (literally
pleasing) to the ancestors; manusya-yajfia, or feeding/giving
shelter to human beings, bhata-yajfia, or feeding all living
beings. However, for one who is engaged in devotional service,
Srila Prabhupada writes that there is no need for five kinds of
yajhas for becoming free from sinful contamination.

Atonement

In the sixth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sukadeva Gosvami and
Maharaja Pariksit discuss the topic of atonement for one’s sins.
The conclusion is that although such atonement may counteract
the reactions to sinful activities, only pure devotional service can
remove both the reactions as well as the sinful desires from the
heart.

In the Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta it is described that Sanatana
Gosvami came to Jagannatha PurT for a second meeting with the
Lord. He was well received by the associates of SrT Caitanya
Mahaprabhu with friendship, mercy and respect. The Lord and
His associates were sitting on a raised platform, and although
Sanatana Gosvamrt and Haridasa Thakura were invited to sit with
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them, they did not do so, considering that they were very fallen
due to their previous connection with the yavanas. Even though
they had taken up devotional service they never forgot their
previous background. A low birth or a fallen background is an
impetus to cultivate humility.
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Chapter 6 - How to Discharge
Devotional Service

In this chapter we find a description of the sixty four limbs of
bhakti. One can either practice some or all and in this way one
can cultivate natural attraction to continue serving Krsna in that
way. Special importance is given to the five principle limbs of
bhakti. It is stated in the Caitanya-caritamrta that if any one of
these five is performed even a little, there is rapid progress
made in the development of Krsna prema.

Topics A list of the sixty-four limbs of Bhakti

Chapter Six - Eastern Division, 2nd Wave,
Sadhana Bhakti

Chapter 2-14 Vaidhi-sadhana Bhakti

A list of the 64
limbs of Bhakti is

The Waves of The Table of
Devotion Contents of the

5 principle limbs
of bhakti are

provided. The
Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu divides
them into
categories

provides a useful
diagram

Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu by Bhanu
Swami provides a
basis for the 44
additional items
of service.

introduced. They
will be more
elaborately
described in
chapters 12 and
13.

In his book the Waves of Devotion, Dhanurdhara Swami has done
a tremendous amount of work in analyzing The Nectar of
Devotion based on studies of the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu and
commentaries, as well as deep reflection on their meanings. I
am simply taking advantage of his work. The diagram below is
his. This chapter of The Nectar of Devotion provides a list of the
sixty four limbs of bhakti, highlighting some as the most
important ones. Dhanurdhara Maharaja has organized this list in
charts and also provides more detailed information from the
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu. I have also used the translation of the
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Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu by Bhanu Swami. They are giants; in this
book a dwarf is trying to capture the moon.

The 64 limbs of sadhana-bhakti

Diagram 1
64 items of Sadhana Bhakti
20 Items of 44 Additional
Primary Items of
Importance Service
1-10 11-20 21-59 60-64
Activities to Activities to Items of Five Most
Accept Avoid Sadhana Effective
(pravrtti) (nivrtti) Items

10 activities to accept:
1. SriGuru-padasraya - taking shelter of the lotus feet of Sri

Guru

2. SrTKrsna-diksa-Siksadi - receiving initiation and spiritual
instruction

3. Pritiparvaka-guru-seva - serving Sri Guru with love

4. Sadhu-marganusarah - following the path of the sadhus

5. Bhajana-riti-niti-prasna - questions about the procedures
of bhajana

6. Krsnarthe-akhila-bhoga-tydga - renunciation of all
material enjoyment for the sake of Krsna

7. Trtha-vasah tirtha-mahatmya-sravanam ca - to live in a
sacred place and to hear the greatness of such places
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8. Svabhakti-nirvahanuridpa bhojanddi-svikaram - accepting
only what is required for the sustenance of bhakti

9. SriEkadasi-vrata - observing vow on ekadast

10. asvattha-tulasi-dhatri-go-brahmana-vaisnava-sammanam -
offering respect to the asvattha, tulasi, amalaka tree, the
cows, the brahmanas and the vaisnavas

10 activities to avoid:

11. asadhu-sanga-tyagah - giving up the association of non-
devotees

12. bahu-sisya-karana-tydgah - to give up the desire to make
many disciples

13. bahvarambha tyagah - giving up too many undertakings

14. bahu-sastra-vyakhya-vivadadi tydgah - renouncing the
study of many scriptures in order to make novel
explanations and arguments

15. vyavahare kdrpanya-tyaga - giving up miserly behaviour

16. soka-krodhadi-tyagah - giving up lamentation, anger, etc.

17. devatantara-ninda-tyagah - giving up blasphemy and
disrespect of other devatas

18. pranimatre udvega-tyagah - giving up harassment of
other living entities

19. sevaparadha-namaparadha-tyagah - giving up all
offences in regards to seva and nama

20. guru-krsna-bhakta-ninda sahana tyagah - one should not
tolerate blasphemy of Sri Guru, Sri Krsna, or the devotees

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindu]

44 additional items of service:

1. Whole body - 11 items
2. Voice - 5items
3. Taste - 2 items
4, Smell - 1 item
5. Touch - 1 item
6. Sight - 2 items
7. Hearing - 1 item
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8. Mind - 9 items
9. Tadlyaseva - 4 items
10. Mixed - 3 items
11. Principle - 5 items

Diagram 1 was made by Dhanurdhara Swami

The list of 44 additional items is based on the table of contents
of Bhanu Swami'’s translation of the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu.

We can see how sadhana bhakti is implementing Narada-
paficaratra verse, hrsikena hrsikesa-sevanam bhaktir ucyate to
engage the senses in pleasing the senses of the Lord.

In the Bhagavad-gita 15.7, with the words, manah
sasthanindriyani, Krsna counts the mind among the senses.

Five principle limbs of Bhakti

These five limbs of devotional service are the best of all. Even a
slight performance of any of them awakens love for Krsna

sadhu-sanga, nama-kirtana, bhagavata-sravana
mathura-vasa, sri-mdartira sraddhdya sevana

sadhu-sanga—association with devotees; naGma-kirtana—
chanting the holy name; bhagavata-sravana—hearing Srimad-
Bhagavatam; mathura-vasa—Iliving at Mathura; sri-martira
sraddhaya sevana—worshipping the Deity with faith and
veneration.
One should
1. associate with devotees,
chant the holy name of the Lord,
hear Srimad-Bhagavatam,
reside at Mathura and
worship the Deity with faith and veneration
[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 22.128]
(Additional reference)

uhwnN
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Chapter 7 - Evidence Regarding
Devotional Principles

In this chapter some of the sixty four limbs of bhakti are
described in more detail and special attention has been given to
Guru-tattva. Many other important elements of spiritual life are
highlighted, such as chanting, following ekadasr, and residing in
a sacred place. The rationale behind the injunction not to make
many disciples, or read many books or construct temples, is also
explained. Straightforwardness in ordinary dealings, having a
compassionate vaisnava mood of not giving pain to any living
entity and demigod worship is also discussed.
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Topics Angas of Bhakti explained in more detail

Chapter Seven - Eastern Division, 2nd Wave,
Sadhana Bhakti

Chapter 2-14 Vaidhi-sadhana Bhakti

64 angas: Accepting the Following in the |ROpa Gosvami
: shelter of a bona footsteps of points out that
First 3 most . i, . .
. fide spiritual saintly persons. |Buddhists are not
important on
master. .. | devotees of Lord
guru-tattva. Those who don't
. o - Buddha. They are
. . Accepting diksa and | follow guru, .
This remainsthe |~ . _ not following
. Siksa from him. sadhu and
foundation on an ) s - revealed
. . Serving the spiritual | sastra and .
ongoing basis scriptures

master with faith concoct their
and confidence own way of
bhakti are
sahajiyas

throughout our
spiritual life

Other angas:

Enquiring about eternal religious principles.

Giving up anything material for Krsna's satisfaction.
Residing in a sacred place. Accepting only what is necessary.
Fasting on ekadasi.

Offering respect to Banyan trees.

Giving up the company of non-devotees.

Not accepting unfit disciples. Not constructing many temples.
Not reading too many books.

Straightforwardness in ordinary dealings.

Equilibrium in loss and gain.

To not neglect the demigods.

To not give pain to any living entity.

We still refer to the 64 limbs of bhakti. From the first 20, the first
3 are most important.
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Guru-tattva

1.

Accepting the shelter of a bona fide spiritual master

adau guru-padasraya - taking shelter of the lotus feet of a
bona fide spiritual master. This is not just a matter of
choosing a spiritual master and then surrendering to
him. Rather, it is surrender on an ongoing basis,
surrender at every moment after that first step towards
surrender. In this way surrender to guru remains with us
at every moment and becomes the very foundation of
our spiritual life

Accepting initiation from the spiritual master and
receiving instructions from him

Serving the spiritual master with faith and confidence

yasya deve para bhaktir
yatha deve tatha qurau
tasyaite kathita hy arthah
prakasante mahatmanah

Unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the
Lord and the spiritual master, all the imports of Vedic
knowledge are automatically revealed.

[Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.23]

Definitions of an Acarya

From the Vayu Purdna

“In the Vayu Purdna an Acdrya is defined as one who knows the
import of all Vedic literature, explains the purpose of the Vedas,
abides by their rules and regulations, and teaches his disciples
to act in the same way.”

[Vayu Purana,
Quoted in Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta Adi 1.46, purport]



Chapter 7 — Evidence Regarding Devotional Principles 93

From the Upadesamrta, Nectar of Instruction

vaco vegam manasah krodha-vegam
Jihva-vegam udaropastha-vegam
etan vegan yo visaheta dhirah

sarvam apimam prthivim sa sSisyat
A sober person who can tolerate the urge to speak, the mind's
demands, the actions of anger and the urges of the tongue,
belly and genitals is qualified to make disciples all over the
world.

[The Nectar of Instruction, 1]

Different Roles of Guru

I first saw the concept of breaking up the identity of the Guru
into different roles in a book called, “As Good as God”, by Mans
Broo, a devotee scholar known as Brighu dasa. I have added to
these roles in the list below:

- Direct representative of Krsna (saksad-dharitvena)

¢ External manifestation of the Supersoul

¢ Formal connection with the parampara

¢ Gives Mantra (diksa)

e Spiritual Father (“My dear spiritual sons and
daughters...”) The Veda is mother, and the initiation is
the second birth

e Ever well-wisher

¢ Our best friend (suhrdah suhrdam)

e Absolute authority (guru-avajfia)

¢ Only way to attain Krsna (yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto 'pi)

e Captain of the boat of transcendental knowledge (siksa)
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No need for initiation?

“One does not have to undergo initiation or execute the
activities required before initiation. One simply has to vibrate
the holy name with his lips. Thus even a man in the lowest class
[candala] can be delivered.”
[SrT C aitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 15.108]
(Additional reference)

This statement of the Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta may appear
confusing and contradictory to the instructions given by Ripa
Gosvaml. The point that is being made in the Sr7 Caitanya-
caritamrta is that the holy name is not dependent on any other
means; the chanting of the holy name in itself can award full
perfection in spiritual life. However, in the purport to this Sr
Caitanya-caritdmrta verse we find that the dcaryas nonetheless
stress the need for initiation. Without initiation it will be difficult
to continue chanting the holy name. Initially we have no taste
for chanting, but the relationship with the spiritual master gives
us the inspiration to go on chanting. We should also note that at
the time of initiation in Lord Caitanya'’s sankirtana movement,
the spiritual master gives hari-nama, the holy name (and then
also gayatrl, which is the Vedic diksa). At this time he is not only
giving hari-ndma, but also his blessings, which attracts the
mercy of Krsna. The spiritual master has purchased Krsna by his
devotional service, so these blessings are very powerful.

In the Vedic context diksa or initiation means receiving the
gayatri mantra, the 18-syllable Gopala Mantra.

Bhakti Pramode Puri Maharaja writes, “All these statements
show that the Maha-mantra of the Holy Names is more powerful
than any other mantra, including the 18-syllable Gopala mantra.
One who has initiation in the mantra is given the right to
practice the vidhi-marga, whereas someone who chants the
Maha-mantra, whether initiated or not, is given the qualifications
for all situations in life. In particular, a practitioner of the
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raganuga path quickly attains his desired goal in Vraja by taking
shelter of the worship of the Holy Name. For one on the vidhi-
marga or arcana-marga, the ecstatic mood of Vraja is vague and
distant. Spiritual practices on the vidhi-marga have no power to
bestow this mood. Vidhi-marge vraja-bhéava paite nahi sakti.”
[The Art of sadhana, Chapter IX, Ways of Chanting]
(Additional reference)

“One who accepts himself as a spiritual master, has a fool for a
disciple.”
[HH Jayadvaita Swami]
(Additional reference)

Sahajiyas

Srila Prabhupada writes: “Those who do not strictly follow the
principles of revealed scriptures are generally called sahajiyas—
those who have imagined everything to be cheap, who have
their own concocted ideas, and who do not follow the scriptural
injunctions. Such persons are simply creating disturbances in

the discharge of devotional service.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 61]

Buddha, an Incarnation of the Lord

The Buddhists or other religionists who do not care for revealed
scriptures sometimes say that there are many devotees of Lord
Buddha who show devotional service to Lord Buddha. Ripa
Gosvami doesn't accept them as devotees, because they are not
following the Vedas. Therefore they are atheists!

[Refer to The Nectar of Devotion, page 61]

Residing in a sacred place

One who resides in Dvaraka for six months, one month, even a
fortnight, awaits elevation to Vaikuntha-loka.
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The Demigods see the residents of Jagannatha PurT as four-
handed.
[Refer to The Nectar of Devotion, page 62]

Chanting a minimum of sixteen rounds
daily

“It may be said that one should chant the Hare Krsna mantra at
least one hundred thousand times daily on his beads. But if this
is not possible, then one must minimize his chanting according
to his own capacity. Generally, we recommend our disciples to
chant at least sixteen rounds on their japa beads daily, and this
should be completed. But if one is not even able to chant sixteen
rounds, then he must make it up the next day. He must be sure
to keep his vow. If he does not strictly follow this out, then he is
sure to be negligent. That is offensive in the service of the Lord.
If we encourage offences, we shall not be able to make progress
in devotional service. It is better if one fixes up a regulative
principle according to his own ability and then follows that vow
without fail. That will make him advanced in spiritual life.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 63]

In the Caitanya-bhagavata, Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu said he
would only accept offerings from a ‘lakhpati'. This is a term that
was used to describe a wealthy man, one who has one hundred
thousand rupees. Then he qualified what he meant. A lakhpati,
was one who chanted a hundred thousand names daily, i.e.
sixty-four rounds. Srila Prabhupada, to accommodate the
modern man, brought it down to sixteen rounds, with the same
benefit of going back to Godhead. He could lower the threshold
because he had purchased Krsna with his extraordinary
devotional service.

The provision that one may carry rounds forward to the next day
is meant for real emergency situations and should not become
part of regular practice.
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Once we take a vow we must maintain it. Therefore we practice
the standard required for initiation for a while before making
the vow.

Ekadasi
hari-vasara-sammano, yatha brahma-vaivarte
sarva-papa-prasamanam punyam atyantikam tatha
govinda-smaranam nfndm ekadasyam uposanam

Brahma-vaivarta Purana: "EkadasTt destroys all a person’s sin,
bestows limitless piety, and causes them to remember Govinda.”

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.109]

Srila Prabhupada writes, “The basic principle is not just to fast
but to increase one’s faith and love for Govinda, or Krsna. The
real reason for observing fasting on Ekaddasr is to minimize the
demands of the body and to engage our time in the service of
the Lord by chanting or performing similar service. The best
thing to do on fasting days is to remember the pastimes of
Govinda and to hear His holy name constantly.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 63]

Worship of sacred trees

Srila Prabhupada writes that in the Skanda Purdna it is directed
that a devotee should offer water to the tulasi plant and amalaka
trees. The worship of tulasi is a regular practice among
vaisnavas. Practically every temple in Vrndavana has a tulasi
stambha, a raised platform for tulasi-devi. In Deity worship tulast
leaves are used. As mentioned in the Padma Purdna, the Lord
will not accept any offering without a tulast leaf. Gaudiya
vaisnavas also chant their japa on tulasi beads. Haridasa
Thakura, the Namacarya, was chanting his three hundred
thousand names daily seated in front of tulasr.
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Worship of tulasi

1.
2.

11.

12.

Worship of tulasi is the essence of all devotional activities.
The leaves, flowers, roots, bark, branches, trunk, and
shade of tulasi-devr are all spiritual.

One who with devotion applies the paste of tulasi wood
to the Deity of Krsna will always live close to Krsna.

One who puts mud from the base of the tulasr tree on his
body and worships the Deity of Lord Krsna gets the
results of one hundred days worship each day.
Puspasara - One who offers a tulasi mafjari to Lord Krsna
gets the benefit of offering all other varieties of flowers,
and goes to the abode of Krsna.

Visvapavani - One who sees or comes near a house or
garden where the tulasi plant is present gets rid of all his
sinful reactions, including that of killing a brahmana.
Krsnajivani - Lord Krsna happily lives in the house, town,
or forest where tulasi-devi is present.

A house where tulasi-devi is present never falls on bad
times, and it becomes purer than all holy places.

The fragrance of tulasi-devr purifies all who smell it.

. Lord Krsna and all the demigods live in a house where

mud from the base of the tulasr tree is found.
Without tulasT leaves, Lord Krsna does not like to accept
flowers, food, or sandalwood paste.
One who worships Lord Krsna daily with tulast leaves
attains the results of all kinds of austerity, charity, and
sacrifice. In fact, he has no other duties to perform, and
he has realized the essence of the scriptures.

[Padma Purana]

Worship of Tamala and Kadamba

Gaudiya vaisnavas give special importance to the Tamala tree.
Having a blackish colour, it represents Krsna. Tamala trees are
rare and Srila Prabhupada was very pleased that there was a
Tamadala tree on the land that was donated for the construction of
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the Krsna Balarama temple. He gave strict orders that the tree
could not be cut and Surabhi Swami, the architect, incorporated
the tree in to the design. In his latter days Srila Prabhupada
would sit under the Tamala tree in Vrndavana.

In the same way the Kadamba tree, because of its golden colour,
represents Srimati Radharani.

Worship of Asvattha or Banyan

In the 10™ chapter of the Bhagavad-gita a list of extraordinary
manifestations of opulences (vibhdatis) in this world is provided:
“Of the Adityas I am Visnu, of lights I am the radiant sun, of the
Maruts I am Marici, and among the stars I am the moon. Of the
Vedas I am the Sama Veda; of the demigods I am Indra, the king
of heaven; of the senses I am the mind; and in living beings I am
the living force [consciousness]. Of all the Rudras I am Lord Siva,
of the Yaksas and Raksasas I am the Lord of wealth [Kuvera], of
the Vasus I am fire [Agni], and of mountains I am Meru. Of
priests, O Arjuna, know Me to be the chief, Brhaspati. Of
generals I am Karttikeya, and of bodies of water I am the ocean.
Of the great sages I am Bhrgu; of vibrations I am the
transcendental om. Of sacrifices I am the chanting of the holy
names [japa], and of immovable things I am the Himalayas. Of
trees I am the pippala (Banyan) tree.”

[Bhagavad-gita 10.21-26]
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Worship of amalaka trees

Once when all the gods and sages (rsi) had assembled at the
Tirtha of Prabhasa, Devi, who is Siva's sakti, wanted to worship
Visnu and LaksmT, who is Visnu’s $akti, wanted to worship Siva.
Deeply touched their eyes welled over with tears of joy. Where
the tears fell to the ground, amalaka trees grew. “... they were
born from tears and all the Gods and sages saw Brahma, Visnu
and Siva in the amalaka tree.”

[Brhad-dharma Purana, XII. 1-35]

(Additional reference)

The Skanda Purdna (Vaisnava-khanda, XII. 9-23) describes the
amalaka tree. It was the first tree grown in the universe. Visnu is
seated at the bottom, Brahma above and Siva higher still. The
sun is in its branches, the gods are in their ramifications and in
its leaves, flowers and fruits. Thus the amalaka is the support of
all gods. There is one amalaki ekadasT in the month of Phalguna.

DhatrT (Gmalakr)

Sr1 Jiva Gosvami mentioned that the author of Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu, SrT Rapa Gosvamr, always had the dhatrT garland round
his neck. But the use of the dhatri garland is no more in use
amongst the followers of the Gaudiya School of $rT Caitanya.
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.123,
Commentary Jiva Gosvami. B.M. edition]
(Additional reference)

Not making many disciples

na sisyan anubadhnita
granthan naivabhyased bahin
na vyakhyam upayufijita
narambhan arabhet kvacit

A sannyasi must not present allurements of material benefits to
gather many disciples, nor should he unnecessarily read many
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books or give discourses as a means of livelihood. He must
never attempt to increase material opulences unnecessarily.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.13.8]

“One who has accepted the sannyasa order of life is forbidden to
accept as a disciple anyone who is not fit. A sannyasi should first
of all examine whether a prospective student is sincerely
seeking Krsna consciousness. If he is not, he should not be
accepted. However, Lord Caitanya’s causeless mercy is such that
He advised all bona-fide spiritual masters to speak about Krsna
consciousness everywhere. Therefore, in the line of Lord
Caitanya even the sannyasis can speak about Krsna
consciousness everywhere, and if someone is seriously inclined
to become a disciple, the sannyasri always accepts him. The one
point is that without increasing the number of disciples, there is
no propagation of the cult of Krsna consciousness. Therefore,
sometimes even at a risk, a sannyasr in the line of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu may accept even a person who is not thoroughly fit
to become a disciple. Later on, by the mercy of such a bona-fide
spiritual master, the disciple is gradually elevated. However, if
one increases the number of disciples simply for some prestige
or false honour, he will surely fall down in the matter of
executing Krsna consciousness.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 65-66]

Not reading many books

“Similarly, a bona fide spiritual master has no business reading
many books simply to show his proficiency or to get popularity
by lecturing in many places.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 65]

When Lord Caitanya travelled to East Bengal he met with Tapana
Misra, who had become confused about the goal of life due to
reading too many books, which apparently offered different
views.
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Not constructing temples

“So a bona-fide spiritual master should not personally take any
responsibility for constructing temples, but if someone has
money and wants to spend it in the service of Krsna, an Acarya
like RUpa Gosvami may utilize the devotee’s money to construct
a nice, costly temple for the service of the Lord. Unfortunately, it
happens that someone who is not fit to become a spiritual
master may approach wealthy persons to contribute for temple
constructions. If such money is utilized by unqualified spiritual
masters for living comfortably in costly temples without actually
doing any preaching work, this is not acceptable. In other words,
a spiritual master needn't be very enthusiastic for constructing
temple buildings simply in the name of so-called spiritual
advancement. Rather, his first and foremost activity should be to
preach. In this connection, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatt
Gosvami Maharaja recommended that a spiritual master print
books. If one has money, instead of constructing costly temples,
one should spend his money for the publication of authorized
books in different languages for propagating the Krsna
consciousness movement.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 66]

Straightforwardness in ordinary dealings

Yudhisthira observed how the influence of the age of Kali began:
“All ordinary transactions and dealings became polluted with
cheating, even between friends. And in familial affairs, there was
always misunderstanding between fathers, mothers and sons,
between well-wishers, and between brothers. Even between
husband and wife there was always strain and quarrel.”
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.14.4]

One of the hrdaya-daurbalyam or weaknesses of heart, is kuti-
nati, which means duplicity or to pretend. It is explained that this
occurs when a business mentality, the tendency to exploit and
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manipulate circumstances for personal gain, enters into one's
dealings. This is an obstacle to spiritual advancement.

Worship of Demigods

Srila Prabhupada said, “One should not neglect to offer due
respect to the demigods. One may not be a devotee of
demigods, but that does not mean that he should be
disrespectful to them.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 67]

The demigods are respectable superiors within the universe and
must be recognized respectfully. However, a vaisnava will never
accept prasadam which has been offered to a demigod, unless it
is similar to the practice in the temple of Lord Jagannatha in
Purt, where the bhoga is offered to Visnu first and then that
Visnu prasadam is offered to the demigods. Such remnants can
be taken by the vaisnavas.

Evidence from Hari-ndma-cintGmani

“Since it is obligatory for the householder to worship the
demigods according to his caste, he will worship the demigods
and forefathers by offering them the remnants from their Lord,
Krsna. Similarly, when the devotee sees the marti of a demigod,
he will pay respects to the demigod, seeing the demigod as a
Vaisnava. However, the devotee will not accept the prasada
remnants of an offering that a mayavadi has made to Visnu.
Because the mayavadr's chanting and worship are both
offensive, the Lord never accepts his offering. Also, to accept
offerings made directly to the demigods is an offence to Visnu
and obstructs the path of pure devotional service. But by
worshipping Krsna, the real devotee will give the demigods the
Lord's prasada out of respect. Such worship, and receiving such
prasada, is not offensive. In this way, the devotee avoids the
second offence in chanting the name, and by continuing this
process correctly, he achieves love of God.”
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[Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Hari-nama-cintamani, Chapter 5]
(Additional reference)

Lord Krsna's views in the Bhagavad-gita
kamais tais tair hrta-jfianah
prapadyante ‘nya-devatah
tam tam niyamam asthaya
prakrtya niyatah svaya

Those whose intelligence has been stolen by material desires

surrender unto demigods and follow the particular rules and

regulations of worship according to their own natures.
[Bhagavad-gita 7.20]

antavat tu phalam tesam
tad bhavaty alpa-medhasam
devan deva-yajo yanti
mad-bhakta yanti mam api

Men of small intelligence worship the demigods, and their fruits
are limited and temporary. Those who worship the demigods go
to the planets of the demigods, but My devotees ultimately
reach My supreme planet.

[Bhagavad-gita 7.23]
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ROpa GosvamT's statement from the Visnu-rahasya
visnu-rahasye ca
alinganam varam manye vyala-vyaghra-jalaukasam
na sangah salya-yuktGnam nana-devaika-sevinGm

Also from the Visnu-rahasya: I consider it preferable to embrace
a snake, a tiger or a crocodile, than to associate with those who
worship devatds. They are bearers of spears piercing me with
their deviant desires.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.112]

So in conclusion a vaisnava must respect the demigods, but
worship is reserved exclusively for the Supreme Lord.

Not giving pain to any living entity

This is the statement from Mahabharata: “A person who does not
disturb or cause painful action in the mind of any living entity,
who treats everyone just like a loving father does his children,
whose heart is so pure, certainly very soon becomes favoured by
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”

[Quoted from The Nectar of Devotion, page 67]
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Chapter 8 - Offences to be avoided

There are lists provided in The Nectar of Devotion of offences to
be avoided. In this chapter we focus on nama-aparadha
(offences to the holy name) and seva-aparadha (offences to the
Deity).

There is reference in The Nectar of Devotion about the need to
worship Ganapati as the remover of obstacles. However, Srila
Prabhupada makes it clear that worship of Ganapati is not
required.

Topics A list of both nama-aparadha and seva-
apardadha has been provided

Chapter Eight - Eastern Division, 2nd Wave,
sadhana Bhakti

Chapter 2-14 Vaidhi-sadhana Bhakti

2 Categories of nama-aparddha - offences to | Seva-aparadha - offences

offences the holy name to the Deity
Also in this A controversial statement about Ganapati worship being
chapter: compulsory

There are two categories of offences

Nama-apardadha - offences to the Holy
name

A person who commits all offences is freed from all those
offences by taking complete shelter of Hari. But the two-legged
animal who commits offence against Hari is freed from those
offences by taking shelter of Hari's name. However, though the
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name is the friend of all, by committing an offence against the
name, a person falls to the lower regions.
[Padma Purana,
Quoted in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.119-120]

bahu janma kare yadi sravana, kirtana
tabu ta’ na paya krsna-pade prema-dhana

bahu—many; janma—births; kare—does; yadi—if; sSravana—
hearing; kirtana—chanting; tabu—still; ta'—in spite of; na—does
not; paya—qget; krsna-pade—unto the lotus feet of Krsna; prema-
dhana—Ilove of Godhead.

If one is infested with the ten offences in the chanting of the
Hare Krsna Maha-mantra, despite his endeavour to chant the
holy name for many births, he will not get the love of Godhead
that is the ultimate goal of this chanting.

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 8.16]

Seva-aparadha - offences to the Deity

Srila Ripa Gosvami makes an important point about seva-
aparadha (offences to the Deity) by quoting the Padma Purdna:
“One should not allow himself to become neglectful in Deity
worship, thinking that the holy name will deliver him from his
offences. Chanting the holy name will deliver one from all
offences, but if one wilfully employs the name in this way he
offends the name and thus neutralizes its effect. An offender to
the holy name has no chance of deliverance.”

The effect of nama-aparadha & seva-
aparadha

“The anarthas arising from offences arise specifically from the

nama-aparddhas. The seva-aparadhas (offences in Deity worship
such as entering the temple with shoes on or in a vehicle) are in
themselves not a direct cause of anarthas, for seva-aparadhas do
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not usually have effect on the real devotee, because, by constant
service, by chanting the holy name and by recitation of specific
verses that have the power to cancel the effect of any seva-
aparadha, these anarthas cannot grow. However, if one is
careless, thinking he can take advantage of the protection
afforded by the above measures, his seva-aparadha becomes
nama-aparddha, an anartha that will obstruct his progress. He is
guilty of the nama-aparadha of committing sin on the strength
of the holy name.”

[Madhurya Kadambini, Third Nectar Shower]

(Additional reference)

The worship of Ganapati

After having read in the previous chapter that a vaisnava should
not worship demigods, we find a statement in this chapter that a
devotee should worship Ganapati.

“One should begin the worship of the demigod Ganapati, who
drives away all impediments in the execution of devotional
service. In the Brahma-samhita it is stated that Ganapati
worships the lotus feet of Lord Nrsimhadeva and in that way has
become auspicious for the devotees in clearing out all
impediments. Therefore, all devotees should worship Ganapati.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 71]

This instruction is there in The Nectar of Devotion, but in letters
and conversations Srila Prabhupada makes it clear that such
worship should not be implemented.

In a letter to Sivananda:
So far worshipping Ganesa is concerned, that is not necessary.
Not that it should be done on a regular basis. If you like you can
pray to Ganapati for removing all impediments on the path of
Krishna Consciousness. That you can do if you like.
[Letter to Sivananda dasa, August 25,1971]
(Additional reference)
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And in a conversation with Gurukripa:

Prabhupada: Krsna worship, everyone. Just like we worship also
ordinary man if it gives us facility to worship Krsna. We go to
somebody and worship him, flatter him, because he will give
some money, and it will be engaged in Krsna's service. The man
is not worshipable, but he will help us to worship Krsna. Thereby
he will be helped and we will be also helped, and Krsna will be
satisfied. Krsna will be satisfied that "My devotee has brought
some money from this rascal. All right." That is... (laughter) So
Ganapati is also devotee. So Ganapati, it is not required, but
sometimes we do. Just like gopis, they worshipped Goddess
Durga, Katyayani. They did not require, but the social system is
that. But they asked that Mother Katyayani, give us the
opportunity to have Krsna as our husband. The aim is Krsna.
Generally, they go to worship Devi Durga for asking material
benefit. Dhanam dehi rapam dehi yaso dehi, the things which we
want in material... But the gopis, they do not go for any material
things. For Krsna. Similarly, we can go to any demigod. Why
Ganapati? Everyone. But our prayer should be, "Please give us
Krsna." Then it is correct.

Gurukrpa: When we were just travelling this last time and
collecting, Srila Prabhupada, everyday we were offering some
incense to Ganesa, and this prayer in the Brahma-samhita, yat-
pada-pallava...

Prabhupada: Pallava-yugam vinidhaya kumbha...

Gurukrpa: We were saying this, saying, "Give us facility to collect
nice laksmr to use to build the temple in Vrndavana."

Yasodanandana: To build the temple for Krsna and Balarama in
Vrndavana.

Prabhupada: Yes. That is good. Whatever possible facility is
available from any person, we beg for it for Krsna's service, not
for our personal benefit. [break]... they forget Krsna. They forget
Krsna. When they go to worship some other demigod, they
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forget Krsna, kamais tais tair hrta-jfianah [Bhagavad-gita. 7.20],
because they have got so strong material desires that they
forget Krsna. That is harmful. Antavat tu phalam tesam
[Bhagavad-gita. 7.23]. They get some benefit out of the demigod,
but that will not stay. Alpavat, er, antavat. Antavat tu phalam
tesam. But if you take Krsna, then it is not antavat, it will go on
increasing. If you take to Krsna consciousness, it will never end.
It will increase. Anandambudhi-vardhanam, increasing. The ocean
does not increase, but Krsna consciousness is such a great
ocean that it increases only. Anandambudhi-vardhanam.
[Conversation with Gurukripa, Jan 10, 1974]
(Additional reference)

In the following statement to Bhakta dasa, a close friend of
Gurukripa, Prabhupada clearly says; “Concerning Ganesa
worship, it is not actually necessary for us. But, if someone has
the sentiment for getting the blessing of Ganesa to get large
amounts of money for Krsna’s service, then it is all right. But
anyone who takes up this kind of worship must send me at least
one hundred thousand dollars monthly - not less. If he cannot
send this amount, he cannot do Ganesa worship.”

[Letter of December 28, 1974 to Bhakta dasa]

(Additional reference)

On the same day Srila Prabhupada sent out a similar letter to
various senior devotees to ensure that all confusion would be
cleared up:

“T do not encourage you to worship this demigod, Ganesa. It is
not required; it is not necessary. Simply worship Krsna. Perform
nice devotional service to Krsna. Then your lives will certainly
become perfect. Of course if one has got some sentiment for
achieving the blessings of Ganesa for accumulating large sums
of money to serve Krsna, then he may perform this Ganesa
worship, privately, not making a public show. But first of all he
must give me $100,000 per month. Not a single farthing less. If
he can supply this amount, $100,000 per month, then he will be
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allowed to do this Ganesa Paja. Otherwise he should not do it. It
will not be good. That is my order.”
[Letter of December 28, 1974]
(Additional reference)
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Chapter 9 - Further Considerations
of Devotional Principles

In this chapter more detail is provided about the sixty four limbs
of bhakti. We should see how these limbs are part of a process of
cultivation while we are in the conditioned stage, and part of an
expression of pure devotional service in a liberated stage.

Tulasi beads

reactions.

Attains Krsna-loka

the Deity
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Seeing the | By bhaktithere is relief from | Vijfiapti Submission
deity another birth

(prison of

mother’s

womb)

Blasphemy

We should not tolerate criticism of the Lord or His devotee.
“Anyone who fails to leave the place where he hears criticism of
the Supreme Lord or His faithful devotee will certainly fall down,
bereft of his pious credit.”

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.74.40]
There are three ways of dealing with such insults. If someone is
heard blaspheming by words:

1. one should be so expert that he can defeat the opposing
party by argument.

2. If he is unable to defeat the opposing party, then the next
step is that he should not just stand there meekly, but
should give up his life.

3. The third process is followed if he is unable to execute
the above-mentioned two processes, and this is that one
must leave the place and go away.

If a devotee does not follow any of the above-mentioned three

processes, he falls down from his position of devotion.
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 73]

In the Bhagavatam it is mentioned how Daksa offended Lord
Siva. Daksa's daughter Sati, who was Lord Siva's wife, then
responded:

“If one hears an irresponsible person blaspheme the master and
controller of religion, one should block his ears and go away if
unable to punish him. But if one is able to kill, then one should
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by force cut out the blasphemer's tongue and kill the offender,
and after that one should give up his own life.”
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.4.17]

Srila Prabhupada writes in the purport:

“If one is a brahmana he should not give up his body because by
doing so he would be responsible for killing a brahmana;
therefore a brahmana should leave the place or block his ears so
that he will not hear the blasphemy. If one happens to be a
ksatriya he has the power to punish any man; therefore a
ksatriya should at once cut out the tongue of the vilifier and kill
him. But as far as the vaisyas and sddras are concerned, they
should immediately give up their bodies.”

From this we can conclude how a vaisnava should act. A vaisnava
is already a brahmana and must therefore follow the standard of
the brahmanas. A ksatriya is not a self-appointed police-man, but
rather, the ruler of a country or a village and as the authority he
was authorized to mete out punishment according to the law of
dharma. Currently we are ruled by the modern laws of the state.
Even one with the nature of a ksatriya cannot take the law into
his own hands. He may be a ksatriya, but he has no authority to
punish, therefore he should simply leave.

Committing suicide is a very serious matter condemned as sinful
in Vedic literature. If it is nonetheless recommended in The
Nectar of Devotion and the Srimad-Bhagavatam, then it must be
understood that to engage in or even simply witness blasphemy
of the Lord or His devotees is very detrimental and will have very
serious implications. The Lord Himself is greatly displeased with
such blasphemy. Considering the cultural context and modern
law, there is no option for vaisyas and sddras to give up their
bodies. They should simply follow the policy of blocking the ears
and leaving the place. The followers of Caitanya Mahaprabhu
follow His example, naham vipro na ca nara-patir napi vaisyo na
sadro, which means I am not a brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya or
sadra. Therefore the followers of Mahaprabhu also simply leave
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the place of blasphemy. This is confirmed in the Sr7 Caitanya-
caritamrta which demonstrates the conduct of Mahaprabhu's
followers. When Haridasa Thakura visited the house of Hiranya
and Govardhana Majumadara, Gopala Cakravartt strongly
blasphemed Haridasa. The vaisnavas protested and left, and
Hiranya and Govardhana who were the offender’'s employers,
immediately dismissed him.

Tilaka and tulasi beads

The Padma Purdna also mentions, "A person whose body is
decorated with the pulp of sandalwood, with paintings of the
holy name of the Lord, is delivered from all sinful reactions, and
after his death he goes directly to Krsna-loka to live in
association with the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”

[Quoted in Nectar of Devotion, page 74]

“The servants of Yama will not touch those who have the names

of Hari on their body, who have gopi-candana-tilaka on their

foreheads and who have tulasi beads on their chests.”
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.123]

“He who has the syllables of Krsna's names marked on the body
with candana, after purifying this world, attains the planet of the
Lord.”
[From Padma Purana,
Quoted in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.124]

Dancing before the Deity

In the Dvaraka-mahatmya the importance of dancing before the
Deity is stated by Lord Krsna as follows: "A person who is in a
jubilant spirit, who feels profound devotional ecstasy while
dancing before Me, and who manifests different features of
bodily expression can burn away all the accumulated sinful
reactions he has stocked up for many, many thousands of
years." In the same book there is a statement by Narada
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wherein he asserts, "From the body of any person who claps and
dances before the Deity, showing manifestations of ecstasy, all
the birds of sinful activities fly away upward." Just as by clapping
the hands one can cause many birds to fly away, similarly the
birds of all sinful activities which are sitting on the body can be
made to fly away simply by dancing and clapping before the
Deity of Krsna.

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 75]

Bowing down before the Deity

“The purificatory rites performed during ten horse sacrifices
cannot equal even one pranama offered to Krsna. A person who
performs ten horse sacrifices takes birth again. The person
offering pranadmas to Krsna does not take birth again.”
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.129]

Circumambulating the temple

It is stated in the Skanda Purana that during this period, if
someone circumambulates the temple of Visnu at least four
times, it is understood that he has travelled all over the universe.
By such circumambulation, one is understood to have seen all
the holy places where the Ganges water is flowing.

Arcana

In The Nectar of Devotion, page 77, there is an editing mistake
under this topic.

Srila Prabhupada writes:

In the Tenth Canto, eighty-first chapter, verse 19 of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, it is told how Sudama, an intimate friend of Krsna's,
while going to the house of a brahmana, murmured to himself,
“Simply by worshipping Krsna one can easily achieve all the
results of heavenly opulence, liberation, supremacy over the
planetary systems of the universe, all the opulences of this
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material world and the mystic power of performing the yoga
system.”

The events leading to Sudama’s murmuring this statement are
as follows. SrT Krsna had ordered His friend Sudama to gotoa
brahmana’s house and ask for some food. The brahmanas were
performing a great sacrifice, and St Krsna told Sudama to plead
with them that He and Balarama were feeling hungry and
needed some food. When Sudama went there, the brahmanas
refused to offer anything, but the wives of the brahmanas, upon
hearing that ST Krsna wanted some foodstuff, immediately took
many palatable dishes and went to offer them to SriKrsna.’

When we actually check the relevant verse in Srimad-
Bhagavatam 10.81.19, we find that it describes instead the
experience of Sudama, the brahmana who had lived in great
poverty, and whose home had been transformed into a palace,
and his wife into a queen. In short, somehow the stories got
mixed up in The Nectar of Devotion.

Sankirtana

namno hi yavatr saktih
papa-nirharane hareh
tavat kartum na saknoti
patakam pataki narah
Simply by chanting one holy name of Hari, a sinful man can
counteract the reactions to more sins than he is able to commit.
[Brhad-visnu Puréanal

Seeing the deity

It is stated in the Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya, "Persons who are
impelled by pure devotional service in Krsna consciousness and
who therefore go to see the Deities of Visnu in the temple will
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surely get relief from entering again into the prison house of a
mother's womb.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 76]

The Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya is a widely quoted scripture. It is
qguoted by Ripa Gosvamrt in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, by
Sanatana Gosvamri in the Hari-bhakti-vilasa, by Jiva Gosvami in
the Sat-sandarbhas and by Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami in the Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta. It is part of the Naradiya Purana, which has
25,000 slokas. The Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya consists of 1415 verses,
over twenty chapters of the Naradiya Purana. This book covers
the life of Dhruva Maharaja in two chapters, and of Prahlada
Maharaja in ten chapters. It is also a narration of the glories of
tulast and the asvattha tree. An English translation has been
done by Bhakti Prajnana Yati Maharaja, from the Caitanya Math
in Mayapur. The latest edition was published in 1999.

Vijaiapti - submission

“In the Skanda Purdna there is a statement about submission
unto the lotus feet of the Lord. It is said there that those who are
sober devotees can offer their submission to Krsna in the
following three ways: (1) samprarthanatmika, very feelingly
offering prayers; (2) dainya-vodhika, humbly submitting oneself;
(3) lalasa-mayi, desiring some perfectional stage. This desiring
some perfectional stage in spiritual life is not sense gratification.
When one realizes something of his constitutional relationship
with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he understands his
original position and wants to be reinstated in this position,
either as friend, servant, parent or conjugal lover of Krsna. That
is called lalasa-mayi, or very eagerly desiring to go to one's
natural position. This lalas@-mayi stage of submission comes in
the stage of perfect liberation, which is technically called
svardpa-siddhi, when the living entity understands, by perfect
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spiritual advancement and revelation, his original relationship
with the Lord.”
[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 81]

The Skanda Purdna has 81 000 verses and is known as a Saiva
Purana. However, it has a portion dedicated to Vaisnavism. We
find it quoted throughout the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu.
e Samprarthana (prayers) are statements coming from
persons who have not attained the stage of bhava
e Lalasa statements come from persons who have attained
bhava
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.152,
Commentary of Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura]

An Example of Samprarthana-vijfiapti
from the Padma Purana

“Just as the minds of young women are attracted to a young
man and the minds of young men to a young woman, may my
mind be attracted to You.”

[Quoted in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.153]

Lalasa - Ardent desire

“O lotus-eyed, When will I dance on the bank of the Yamuna with
tears in my eyes while singing Your names?”

Jiva Gosvamr's Commentary:

“Superficially, this appears to be a prayer (samprarthana) of
someone who has not manifested bhéava (since he is praying for
it). Samprarthana belongs to someone without the appearance
of bhava, whereas lalasa or prayers with intense longing belong
to a person who has manifested bhava. However, when a prayer
(samprarthana) is filled with a similar longing as in bhava,
although it is not yet attained, it is also called /alasa.”
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.156]
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Chapter 10 - Techniques of Hearing
and Remembering

The discussion about the sixty four limbs of bhakti continues.
The benefits of hearing about the Lord, expecting His mercy,
remembering Him and meditating on Him are described in this

chapter.

There is also mention of the story of the brahmana who cooks
sweet rice for the Lord in meditation.
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Meditation is
always on the
form of Visnu

Nrsimha Purdana

Meditation on the
Lord's lotus feet is
transcendental and
delivers one from
sinful reactions

Visnu Dharma

Constant Krsna
consciousness on
transcendental
qualities of Krsna
cleanses one from
sinful reactions and
one attains the
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Brahma-vaivarta
Purana

The brahmana
who cooked sweet
rice in meditation,
tested with his
finger to see if it
had cooled down
and burned his
finger

Hearing

“It is the recommendation of Caitanya Mahaprabhu that one
should simply hear from authorities who are actually devotees
of the Lord. Hearing from professional men will not help. If we
hear from those who are actually self-realized, then the
nectarean rivers, like those which are flowing on the moon
planet, will flow into our ears.

As stated in Bhagavad-gita, ‘A materialistic person can give up his
material hankerings only by becoming situated in Krsna
consciousness.’ Unless one finds a superior engagement, he will
not be able to give up his inferior engagement. In the material
world everyone is engaged in the illusory activities of the inferior
energy, but when one is given the opportunity to relish the
activities of the superior energy performed by Krsna, then he
forgets all his lesser pleasures. When Krsna speaks on the
Battlefield of Kuruksetra, to the materialistic person it appears
that this is simply talk between two friends, but actually itis a
river of nectar flowing down from the mouth of SrT Krsna. Arjuna
gave aural reception to such vibrations, and thus he became

freed from all the illusions of material problems.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 90]
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Expecting the Lord’s mercy

tat te ‘nukampam su-samiksamano
bhufijana evatma-krtam vipakam
hrd-vag-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te
jiveta yo mukti-pade sa daya-bhak

My dear Lord, one who earnestly waits for You to bestow Your
causeless mercy upon him, all the while patiently suffering the
reactions of his past misdeeds and offering You respectful
obeisances with his heart, words and body, is surely eligible for
liberation, for it has become his rightful claim.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.14.8]

Remembering

"In the neophyte stage one should always engage in hearing
krsna-katha. This is called sravana-dasa, the stage of hearing. By
constantly hearing the transcendental holy name of Krsna and
hearing of His transcendental form, qualities and pastimes, one
can attain to the stage of acceptance called varana-dasa. When
one attains this stage, he becomes attached to the hearing of
krsna-katha. When one is able to chant in ecstasy, he attains the
stage of smaranavastha, the stage of remembering. Recollection,
absorption, meditation, constant remembrance and trance are
the five items of progressive krsna-smarana. At first,
remembrance of Krsna may be interrupted at intervals, but later
remembrance proceeds uninterrupted. When remembrance is
uninterrupted, it becomes concentrated and is called
meditation. When meditation expands and becomes constant, it
is called anusmrti. By uninterrupted and unceasing anusmrti one
enters the stage of samadhi, or spiritual trance. After smarana-
dasa or samadhi has fully developed, the soul comes to
understand his original constitutional position. At that time he
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can perfectly and clearly understand his eternal relationship
with Krsna. That is called sampatti-dasa, the perfection of life.”
[The Nectar of Instruction 8, purport]
(Additional Reference)

Meditation

Srila Prabhupada elaborately explains the story of the South
Indian brahmana who cooked for Krsna in his mind.

“He would daily execute similar performances as his routine
work, and he continued to do so for many, many years. Then
one day the brahmana imagined in his meditations that he had
prepared some sweet rice with milk and sugar and offered the
preparation to the Deity. However, he was not very satisfied with
the offering because the sweet rice had been prepared recently
and it was still very hot. (This preparation, sweet rice, should not
be taken hot. The cooler the sweet rice, the better its taste.) So
because the sweet rice had been prepared by the brahmana very
recently, he wanted to touch it so that he could know whether it
was fit for eating by the Lord. As soon as he touched the sweet
rice pot with his finger, he immediately was burnt by the heat of
the pot. In this way, his meditation broke. Now, when he looked
at his finger, he saw that it was burnt, and he was wondering in
astonishment how this could have happened. Because he was
simply meditating on touching the hot sweet rice, he never
thought that his finger would actually become burnt.

While he was thinking like this, in Vaikuntha Lord Narayana,
seated with the goddess of fortune, Laksmi, began to smile
humorously. On seeing this smiling of the Lord, all the
goddesses of fortune attending the Lord became very curious
and asked Lord Narayana why He was smiling. The Lord,
however, did not reply to their inquisitiveness, but instead
immediately sent for the brahmana. An air-plane sent from
Vaikuntha immediately brought the brahmana into Lord
Narayana's presence. When the brahmana was thus present
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before the Lord and the goddesses of fortune, the Lord
explained the whole story. The brahmana was then fortunate
enough to get an eternal place in Vaikuntha in the association of
the Lord and His Laksmis. This shows how the Lord is all-
pervading, in spite of His being locally situated in His abode.
Although the Lord was present in Vaikuntha, He was present
also in the heart of the brahmana when he was meditating on
the worshipping process. Thus, we can understand that things
offered by the devotees even in meditation are accepted by the
Lord, and they help one achieve the desired result.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 94]
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Chapter 11 - Aspects of
Transcendental Service

In this chapter is an interesting discussion on servitorship, which
may be performed in a general mood or in a more specific mood
as a personal attendant. The second category is the best. There
is also discussion about devotional service in friendship and

about being a surrendered soul.
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Serving tulasT | Offering obeisances Seeing or TulasT offered at
and water vanquishes |touching tulasi |Krsna's lotus feet
volumes of sinful brings relief leads to love of God

activities and frees one | from distress
from being sent to the |and disease.

court of Yamaraja .
By sowing
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becomes
devoted to Lord
Krsna

Dasya - Service attitude

The service attitude is the foundation of all devotional service.
(This is not just referring to dasya sthayi-bhava, which is one of
the five rasas, but rather to a general service attitude which is
the foundation of all relationships in the five principle rasas)

e karmarpanam - offering the results of various activities
within varpnasrama. The system of varnasrama and the
prescribed duties under this system are so designed that
the conditioned soul may enjoy in the material world
according to his desire for sense gratification and at the
same time gradually become elevated to spiritual
understanding.

[Skanda Puranal

e kainkaryam - acting as the menial servant of the Lord, in
the mood of a personal attendant of the Lord. This is the
recommended attitude for a devotee according to Srila
Rdpa Gosvami.

[Naradiya Puranal
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Devotional service in friendship

There are two kinds of friendship mentioned in the Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu:

visvasa - trust, faith

In the Mahabharata, Draupadi says, "My dear Govinda,
Your promise is that Your devotee can never be
vanquished. I believe in that statement, and therefore in
all kinds of tribulations I simply remember Your promise,
and thus I live."

[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 96]

mitra - friendship, to become a well-wisher or have
friendly feelings toward the Lord

This is a person who is dedicated to serving the Lord, and
out of friendship sees and treats Him as a human, and
lies down in the Lord’s temple.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.192]

Being a surrendered soul

(Saranapattih)

There is a subtle distinction between atma-nivedanam
("surrendering everything to the Lord") and saranadpattih ("being
a surrendered soul"). S'arandpattih means to consider oneself
completely subservient to and protected by the Lord. Atma-
nivedanam also means self-dedication, but such dedication may
by with or without such feelings of subservience and
dependence. Bali Maharaja is an example of atma-nivedanam
without a feeling of subservient dependence on the Lord.

[Waves of Devotion, page 74]
(Additional reference)
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Serving tulasi

In the Skanda Purana there is a statement praising the tulasi tree
as follows: "Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto the
tulast tree, which can immediately vanquish volumes of sinful
activities.

Simply by seeing or touching this tree one can become relieved
from all distresses and diseases.

Simply by offering obeisances to and pouring water on the tulast
tree, one can become freed from the fear of being sent to the
court of Yamaraja [the King of death, who punishes the sinful].

If someone sows a tulasi tree somewhere, certainly he becomes
devoted to Lord Krsna.

And when the tulasi leaves are offered in devotion at the lotus
feet of Krsna, there is the full development of love of Godhead.”

In India all Hindus, even those not belonging to the Vaisnava
group, take special care of the tulasi tree. Even in great cities
where it is very difficult to keep a tulasT tree, people are to be
found very carefully keeping this plant. They water it and offer
obeisances to it, because worship of the tulasi tree is very
important in devotional service.

In the Skanda Purana there is another statement about tulasr, as
follows:

"TulasT is auspicious in all respects. Simply by seeing, simply by
touching, simply by remembering, simply by praying to, simply
by bowing before, simply by hearing about or simply by sowing
this tree, there is always auspiciousness.

Anyone who comes in touch with the tulasi tree in the above-

mentioned ways lives eternally in the Vaikuntha world.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, pages 99-100]
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Chapter 12 and 13 - Further Aspects
of Transcendental Service

I have combined Chapter 12 and 13, because both are dealing
with the same topic, namely the five principle limbs of
devotional service. In The Nectar of Devotion, chapter 12 is sub-
divided in smaller sections each with a separate heading. So I
have laid out the substance of that in the chart below. Chapter
13 in The Nectar of Devotion is short, with only 3 and a half pages
of continuous text, without any further sub-divisions. So I
decided not to present the text in a chart; rather I have simply
included some highlights from the chapter.

The five principle limbs of bhakti are the main substance of our
devotional practices. Rpa Gosvamt has provided nice quotes
about these topics, which I have summarized in the table.
Evidence is provided from the Caitanya-caritamrta and sources
other than The Nectar of Devotion about the importance of these
five principle limbs of bhakti.

Topics The Five Principle Limbs of Bhakti

Chapter 12 & 13 - Eastern Division, 2nd
Wave, sadhana Bhakti

Chapter 2-14 Vaidhi-sadhana Bhakti

Hearing the There are some Madhavacarya, The emphasis is

revealed scripture | apparent quoting Skanda not just on

Recitation of repet|t|or'1$/ Purana, deflhes hea_rlng

Srimad- overlapping of revealed scripture | Bhagavatam, but

_ topics. Srila doing so in the

Bhagavatam _ o

among devotees Prabhupada association of
follows the Bhakti- devotees

rasamrta-sindhu.
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Residing in Varaha Purdna Padma Purana Who will not
Mathura Anyone who Liberation is not | 29"¢€ to worship
L - . the land of
Living in Mathura | becomes the highest stage. _
Mathura?
attracted by any | After that comes o
Mathura will

place other than
Mathura, will be
captivated by
maya
Brahmanda
Purana

The results of all
pilgrimages in the
world are
achieved by
touching the holy
land of Mathura

devotional
service, which is
easily achieved by
one who lives in
Mathura only for
a few seconds

deliver the desires
of the devotees,
who aspire to be
engaged in the
devotional service
of the Lord

Rendering service
to devotees

Associating with
advanced
devotees

Padma Purana

Of all worship,
worship of the
Supreme Person
is the highest;
higher still is
worship of
devotees

[Srimad-
Bhagavatam
3.7.19]

Service of
devotees
diminishes
miserable
material
conditions and
through it one
develops

deep love for the
Supreme
Personality of
Godhead

Skanda Purana

Those with tilaka
or body marked
with conch, wheel,
club, lotus, even
seen once can
give relief from
sinful activities.

[SrTmad-
Bhagavatam
1.19.33]

No doubt freed
from sin by
visiting an
advanced
devotee, touching
feet or offering
asana. Just by
remembering
them, one
becomes purified
along with family.

Adi Purdna

One who claims
to be my devotee
is not so. Only the
person who
claims to be the
devotee of my
devotee is actually
my devotee.

Therefore one
must first accept a
devotee as
spiritual master
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Serving the Deity
with great
devotion

Chanting the Holy
Name of the Lord

The comment
under this
heading in The
Nectar of Devotion
deals with the
benefit of
chanting going
beyond mukti

Other limbs of
bhakti in this
chapter:

Serving the Lord
according to one’s
position (financial
means)

Performing
devotional service
in Kartika (in
Mathura)

Observing
festivals
celebrating the
Lord's activities

Paiica anga bhakti - The Five Principle

Limbs of Devotional Service
sadhu-sanga, nama-kirtana, bhagavata-sravana
mathura-vasa, sri-mdartira sraddhaya sevana

sadhu-sanga—association with devotees; naGma-kirtana—
chanting the holy name; bhagavata-sravana—hearing Srimad-
Bhagavatam; mathura-vasa—living at Mathura; sri-martira
sraddhaya sevana—worshipping the Deity with faith and

veneration.

One should associate with devotees, chant the holy name of the
Lord, hear S'r/’mad-Bhdgavatam, reside at Mathura and worship

the Deity with faith and veneration.
[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 22.128]
(Additional Reference)
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Paiica anga

1. |Residing in Mathura (mathura-vasa)

To serve the Deity with faith (Sri-mdrtira sraddhaya sevana)

Hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam (bhagavata-sravana)

2
3
4. |Chanting the Hare Krsna Mantra (nGma-kirtana)
5

Serving a Devotee (sadhu-sanga)

Srila Prabhupada says these practices “are so potent that a small
attachment for any of these five items can arouse devotional
ecstasy even in a neophyte.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 109]

sakala-sadhana-srestha ei pafica anga
krsna-prema janmaya ei pancera alpa sanga

“These five limbs of devotional service are the best of all. Even a
slight performance of these five awakens love for Krsna.
[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 22.129]
(Additional Reference)

"Devotional ecstasy" refers to bhava-bhakti. "Neophyte," in this
context, refers to one with weak attachment. Thus even a
neophyte devotee with weak attachment to Krsna can quickly
achieve bhava-bhakti by practising any one of these five most
potent items.

Residing in Mathura

“So this attainment of transcendental loving devotional service

to the Lord is the goal of life, and it can be achieved very easily

for one who lives in Mathura-mandala even for a few seconds.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 108]

“The places in the eighty-four square mile district of Mathura
area so beautifully situated on the banks of the river Yamuna,
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that anyone who goes there will never want to return to this
material world.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 111]

“The purport is that the Lord does not award devotional service
to ordinary person who are not serious about it. But even such
unserious persons who execute devotional service according to
the regulative principles during the month of Kartika, and within
the jurisdiction of Mathura in India, are very easily awarded the
Lord's personal service.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 103]

“In these statements about devotional service, sometimes it may
appear that the results have been overestimated, but actually
there is no over-estimation. Some devotees, as revealed
scriptures give evidence, have had immediate results by such
association, although this is not possible for all.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 111]

Serving the Deity with great devotion

In Chapter 13 Srila Prabhupada begins a description of Deity
worship and quotes Ripa Gosvamr's famous verse;

smeram bhangi-traya-paricitdm saci-vistirna-drstim

vamsi-nyastadhara-kisalayam ujjvalam candrakena

govindakhyam hari-tanum itah kesi-tirthopakanthe
ma preksisthas tava yadi sakhe bandhu-sange 'sti rangah

My dear friend, if you are indeed attached to your worldly
friends, do not look at the smiling face of Lord Govinda as He
stands on the bank of the Yamuna at KeSighata. Casting
sidelong glances, He places His flute to His lips, which seem like
newly blossomed twigs. His transcendental body, bending in
three places, appears very bright in the moonlight.
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.239]

“If someone becomes attached to the sri-marti, or Deity of Krsna,
by worshipping at home, then he will forget his relationships of
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so-called friend, love and society. Thus it is the duty of every

householder to install Deities of the Lord at home and begin the

process of worshipping along with all of his family members.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 109]

Hearing Srimad-Bhdagavatam in the
association of devotees

Definitions of revealed scripture:

By $rT Caitanya Mahaprabhu

ma'ye bale,—“aji, bapa! ki punthi padila?

kahara sahita ki va kandala karila?”

Mother SacT asked, “My dear son, what books did You study
today? Did You quarrel with anyone?”

prabhu bale,—“aji padilana krsna-ndma

satya krsna-carana-kamala guna-dhama

satya krsna-nama-quna-sravana-kirtana

satya krsnacandrera sevaka ye-ye-jana

The Lord replied, “Today I read about the names of Krsna. The
lotus feet of Krsna are in fact the reservoirs of transcendental
qualities. Hearing and chanting about the qualities and names
of Krsna is the Truth, and the servants of Krsnacandra are also
the Truth.”

se-i sastra satya—krsna-bhakti kahe ya'ya

anyatha haile sastra pasandatva paya
“Those literatures that glorify devotional service to Krsna are
true scriptures; others are simply atheistic.
yasmin sastre purane va
hari-bhaktir na drsyate
srotavyam naiva tat sastram
yadi brahma svayam vadet
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“One should never hear a scripture or a Purana that does not
prominently describe the devotional service of Hari, even if it is
recited by the four-headed Lord Brahma.”
[Caitanya-bhagavata, Madhya-lila 1.192-196]
(Additional reference)

By Madhavacarya from the Skanda Purana

“According to Srila Rapa Gosvami, any book which gives
enlightenment in the matter of advancing in devotional service
is considered to be scripture. Srila Madhavacarya has also
defined revealed scriptures as referring to books such as the
Ramayana, Mahabharata, Puranas, Upanisads, Vedanta—and any
other literature written in pursuance of such revealed
scriptures.”

[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 101]

Vaisnava literature

In the Skanda Purana there is this statement: "A person who is
constantly engaged in reading literature enunciating the
cultivation of Vaisnava devotional service is always glorious in
human society, and certainly Lord Krsna becomes pleased with
him. A person who very carefully keeps such literature at home
and offers respectful obeisances to it becomes freed from all
sinful reactions and ultimately becomes worshipable by the
demigods.”

It is also said to Narada Muni, "My dear Narada, a person who
writes vaisnava literature and keeps such literature at home has
Lord Narayana always residing in his house."

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 101]

Essence of all Vedanta Philosophy

In §rimad—Bhdgavatam, Twelfth Canto, Thirteenth Chapter, verse
15, it is stated, "Srimad-Bhagavatam is the essence of all Vedanta
philosophy. Any person who has become attached in some way



136 A Prayer for Deep Absorption

or other to the reading of Srimad-Bhdgavatam cannot have any
taste for reading any other literature. In other words, a person
who has relished the transcendental bliss of Srimad-Bhagavatam
cannot be satisfied with mundane writings.”

[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 101]

Desire Tree

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the desire tree of Vedic wisdom. (nigama-
kalpa-taror) Veda itself means the aggregate of all knowledge.
different branches of knowledge in Vedic writing including:
sociology, politics, medicine, military art. So far as spiritual
knowledge is concerned, that is also perfectly described there,
and Srimad-Bhagavatam is considered to be the ripened fruit of
this desire fulfilling tree of Vedas.

[Refer to The Nectar of Devotion, page 104-105]

For information on hearing about the book Bhagavatam from
the person Bhagavatam, see The Nectar of Devotion, page 105.

“Sukadeva Gosvamt admitted that although he was liberated

from within the very womb of his mother, it was only after

relishing Srimad-Bhagavatam that he became a great devotee.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 105]

The troublesome almost completely destroyed

nasta-prayesv abhadresu

nityam bhagavata-sevaya
bhagavaty uttama-sloke

bhaktir bhavati naisthikt

nasta—destroyed; prayesu—almost to nil; abhadresu—all that is
inauspicious; nityam—reqularly; bhagavata—Srimad-
Bhagavatam, or the pure devotee; sevaya—by serving; bhagavati
—unto the Personality of Godhead; uttama—transcendental;
sloke—prayers; bhaktih—loving service; bhavati—comes into
being; naisthiki—irrevocable.
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By regular attendance in classes on the Bhagavatam and by
rendering of service to the pure devotee, all that is troublesome
to the heart is almost completely destroyed, and loving service
unto the Personality of Godhead, who is praised with
transcendental songs, is established as an irrevocable fact.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.18]

In the UK Srila Prabhupada explained that as one is getting
more and more knowledge there is a tendency to become
proud. Therefore he says the troublesome is “almost” destroyed
and not completely destroyed!
[Paraphrased from Tribhuvanatha dasa]
(Additional reference)

Hari-nama
ataeva yady anyapi bhaktih kalau kartavya
tada tat-samyoge naivety uktam

In Kali-yuga, if another anga of bhakti is performed, it must be
accompanied by hari-ndma-sankirtana.

[Srila Jiva Gosvami, Bhakti-sandarbha, Anuccheda 273]
(Additional Reference)

Srila Prabhupada quotes various scriptures in The Nectar of
Devotion on the sublime importance of chanting the holy names:

Sukadeva Gosvami tells Maharaja Pariksit, "My dear King, if one
is spontaneously attached to the chanting of the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra, it is to be understood that he has attained the
highest perfectional stage." It is specifically mentioned that the
karmis who are aspiring after the fruitive results of their
activities, the salvationists who are aspiring to become one with
the Supreme Person, and the yogis who are aspiring after mystic
perfections can achieve the results of all perfectional stages
simply by chanting the maha-mantra.”

[Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.11]
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"Anyone who is engaged in chanting My transcendental name
must be considered to be always associating with Me. And I may
tell you frankly that for such a devotee I become easily
purchased.”

[Krsna to Arjuna, Adi Puranal

"The chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra is present only on the
lips of a person who has for many births worshipped Vasudeva.”
[Padma Purana]

"There is no difference between the holy name of the Lord and
the Lord Himself. As such, the holy name is as perfect as the
Lord Himself in fullness, purity and eternity. The holy name is
not a material sound vibration, nor has it any material
contamination."

[Padma Purana]

“The holy name cannot, therefore, be chanted offenselessly by
one who has failed to purify his senses. In other words,
materialistic senses cannot properly chant the holy names of the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra. But by adopting this chanting process,
one is given a chance to actually purify himself, so that he may
very soon chant offenselessly.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu has recommended that everyone chant
the Hare Krsna mantra just to cleanse the dust from the heart. If
the dust of the heart is cleansed away, then one can actually
understand the importance of the holy name. For persons who
are not inclined to clean the dust from their hearts and who
want to keep things as they are, it is not possible to derive the
transcendental result of chanting the Hare Krsna mantra.

One should, therefore, be encouraged to develop his service
attitude toward the Lord, because this will help him to chant
without any offence. And so, under the guidance of a spiritual
master, the disciple is trained to render service and at the same
time chant the Hare Krsna mantra. As soon as one develops his
spontaneous service attitude, he can immediately understand
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the transcendental nature of the holy names of the maha-
mantra.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, pages 107-108]

Rendering service to devotees

“Let me become a sincere servant of the devotees, because by
serving them one can achieve unalloyed devotional service unto
the lotus feet of the Lord.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 102]

“Persons whose bodies are marked with tilaka, symbolising the
conch shell, wheel, club, and lotus - and who keep the leaves of
tulasi on their heads, and whose bodies are always decorated
with gopl-candana - even seen once, can help the seer be
relieved from all sinful activities.”
[Skanda Purana,
Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 102]

In the Adi Purdna there is the following statement by Lord Krsna
Himself, addressed to Arjuna: “My dear Partha, one who claims
to be My devotee is not so. Only a person who claims to be the
devotee of my devotee is actually my devotee.”

[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 102]

Hiranyakasipu addresses Prahlada in this way: “My dear son,
association is very important. It acts just like a crystal stone,
which will reflect anything put before it.”
[From Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya,
cited in The Nectar of Devotion, page 106]
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Chapter 14 - Devotional
Qualifications

(varnasrama, tapas and vairagya are not limbs of Bhakti)

Knowledge, renunciation, austerity and varnasrama are all
preliminary activities that purify on a material platform to create
favourable conditions for practising bhakti. However, these
activities in themselves are not part of bhakti and therefore will
not awaken love of God. The table provides a more detailed
overview and is followed by a discussion on each point.
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Topics Knowledge and Renunciation

Chapter 14
Knowledge Some argue these | Cultivation of Ultimately, this may
and are important for |knowledge and be rejected,

Renunciation

bhakti

renunciation for
Krsna
consciousness to be
accepted in the
beginning

because devotional
service is
dependent only on
desire for such
service

It is the opinion of
expert devotees
that mental
speculation and
artificial austerity
of yoga practice
help to overcome
material
contamination

They also make the
heart harder and
harder

That will not help
devotional progress

Devotional service
is the way to attain
devotional progress

bhaktyd mam
abhijanati

[Bhagavad-gita
18.55]

One can
understand me only
through devotional
service

Renunciation is vow
to reject anything
not offered to Krsna

Impersonalist try
to avoid
everything
material, but miss
opportunity of
service to the Lord

— insufficient
renunciation

again fall down,
become attracted
to material
contamination

We use machines,
typewriters,
recorders,
microphones, air
planes. No problem
if used for Krsna.

However, principles
of devotional
service should not
be neglected

Spiritual master not
to be carried away
by wealth and
disciples

Devotee has no
need for other
purification, bhakti
is enough.

One may execute
one, two, three or
all processes of
devotional service,
and he will achieve
the desired goal of
being established in
devotional service.
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Renunciation

A device to create renunciation

When the scriptures state that the material world is an illusion it
should be understood these words are a device intended to
create renunciation
[Baladeva Vidyabhtisana Commentary on
Vedanta-satra pada 4.7.26]
(Additional reference)

Value of Renunciation
sraddhavesa-manyastrte sac-chamadyair
vairagyodvitti-simhasanadhye
dharma-prakaraficite sarva-datri
prestha visnor bhati vidyesvariyam

In the temple of faith, which is surrounded by the great walls of
religion, sitting on the throne of renunciation and surrounded
by courtiers of self-control and other virtues, transcendental
knowledge, which is very dear to Lord Visnu, shines with great
splendour.

[Baladeva Vidyabhtsana Commentary on
Vedanta-satra 3.4.1]
(Additional reference)

Renunciation: Return to Zero

“Renunciation is not the remedy. That is the next point. The
Buddhists and Sankarites say, ‘Yes, renunciation is the remedy,
leave everything.’ But the vaisnavas come with a third proposal.
They know it is temporary living in the land of exploitation, but
one cannot exist without engagement. Only renunciation means
withdrawal, to return to zero. That is not desirable. So the
vaisnavas say that there is a land of dedication, and that is
normal, where every unit is a dedicating unit. And dedication
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must be towards the centre. Our inner Gtma, not mind or
mundane intelligence, but transcending all these things our real
conception is the soul which has some relationship with the
subtler realm. The land of dedication begins with Vaikuntha and
ends in Goloka.”
[B.R. Sridhara Swami, Article “Exploitation, Renunciation and
Dedication” (karma, jidna and bhakti)]
(Additional reference)

Detachment from everything that does not help
develop Krsna consciousness

vairagya-vidya-nija-bhakti-yoga-
siksartham ekah purusah puranah
sri-krsna-caitanya-sarira-dhari
krpambudhir yas tam aham prapadye

“Let me take shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sr1
Krsna, who has descended in the form of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach us real knowledge, His devotional service
and detachment from whatever does not foster Krsna
consciousness. He has descended because He is an ocean of
transcendental mercy. Let me surrender unto His lotus feet.”

[SrT C aitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-Iila 6.254]

(Additional reference)

Vairagya
rucim udvahatas tatra janasya bhajane hareh
visayesu garistho 'pi ragah prayo viliyate

Translation by Bhanu Swami:

If a person has a taste for worshipping the Lord even though he
has strong material attractions, those attractions will be for the
most part destroyed during sddhana without resorting to
vairagya.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.254]
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andasaktasya visayan
yatharham upayufijatah
nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe
yuktam vairdgyam ucyate

Translation by Srila Prabhupada:

When one is not attached to anything, but at the same time
accepts everything in relation to Krsna, one is rightly situated
above possessiveness

Translation by Bhanu Swami:

The vairagya, renunciation of that person who employs objects

suitable for devotional development, while remaining detached

from them, is said to be suitable for bhakti
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.255]

praparicikataya buddhya

hari-sambandhi-vastunah

mumuksubhih parityago
vairagyam phalgu kathyate

Translation by Srila Prabhupada:

On the other hand, one who rejects everything without
knowledge of its relationship to Krsna is not as complete in his
renunciation.

Translation by Bhanu Swami:

Rejection of things related to the Lord by persons desiring

liberation, who think that these things are simply material

objects, is called useless (phalgu-) vairagya
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.256]

jAiana and vairadgya make the heart hard
yad ubhe citta-kathinya-heta prayah satam mate
sukumara-svabhaveyam bhaktis tad-dhetur irita
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Because jigna and vairagya generally make the heart harsh, the
authoritative devotees have concluded that bhakti alone, whose
nature is very tender, is the cause of entering into bhakti

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.249]

vairagya to avoid distraction from Krsna

tyaktva tdrnam asesa-mandala-pati-srenim sada tuccha vat
bhatva dina-ganesakau karunayd kaupina-kanthasritau
gopi-bhava-rasamrtabdhi-lahari-kallola-magnau muhur
vande rapa-sanatanau raghu-yugau Sri-jiva-gopalakau

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six Gosvamis—Sr1
Rdpa Gosvamr, $rT Sanatana Gosvamr, $rTRaghunatha Bhatta
Gosvami, SrT Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, SriJiva Gosvamt, and ST
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami—who cast off all aristocratic association
as insignificant. To deliver poor, conditioned souls, they
accepted loincloths and became mendicants, but they were
always merged in the ecstatic ocean of the gopris’ love for Krsna,
and they were always bathing repeatedly in the waves of that
ocean.

[Sad-gosvamy-astaka 4]

(Additional reference)

Tapas - Austerity

In the Uddhava-gita, S'r/’mad-th'lgavatam 11.19.28-32, Uddhava
asks, “What is austerity?”

Krsna responds,” Renunciation of lust is understood as real
austerity.”

Srila Prabhupada introduced the four regulative principles,
which include no ‘illicit sex'. The origin of these four principles is
found in the S'r/'mad-Bhdgavatam, after Kali had surrendered to
Maharaja Pariksit and his wife was spared.
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stta uvaca
abhyarthitas tada tasmai
sthanani kalaye dadau
dyatam panam striyah sina
yatradharmas catur-vidhah

Sdta GosvamT said: Maharaja Pariksit, thus being petitioned by
the personality of Kali, gave him permission to reside in places
where gambling, drinking, prostitution and animal slaughter
were performed.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.17.38]
(Additional reference)

By following the four regulative principles one will be saved
from the influence of Kali, but because tapasa (austerity) is not a
limb of bhakti, the four regulative principles will not awaken love
of God, but rather create preliminary conditions for love of God
to grow. Just like ploughing will prepare the field for growing a
crop. Thereafter there is planting of seeds, watering, weeding
and with time, harvesting can be done.

Varnasrama

varnasrama is not an anga of Bhakti
sammatam bhakti-vijfiaGnam bhakty-angatvam na karmandm

The consensus of those knowledgeable of bhakti is that karma
(varnasrama) is not a limb of bhakti
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.246]

varnasramacara-vata
purusena parah puman
visnur aradhyate pantha
nanyat tat-tosa-karanam

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Visnu, is worshipped
by the proper execution of prescribed duties in the system of
varna and asrama. There is no other way to satisfy the Supreme
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Personality of Godhead. One must be situated in the institution
of the four varnas and asramas.

This is a quotation from the Visnu Purdna (3.8.9). As stated by
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura in his Amrta-pravaha-bhasya, “The
purport is that one can realize life’s perfection simply by
satisfying the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” This is also
confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam:

atah pumbhir dvija-srestha
varnasrama-vibhagasah

svanusthitasya dharmasya
samsiddhir hari-tosanam

O best among the twice-born, it is therefore concluded that the
highest perfection one can achieve by discharging the duties
prescribed for one's own occupation according to caste divisions
and orders of life is to please the Personality of Godhead
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.13,
Quoted in SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-Iila 8.58]
(Additional reference)

Through devotional service one becomes
established in devotional service

“SrT RGpa Gosvamr affirms herein that purification of
consciousness, purification of bodily activities, austerities, peace
of mind, etc. all become automatically manifest in the person
who is engaged in devotional service.

Sr1 Rapa Gosvami affirms herein that there are nine different
kinds of devotional service, which are listed as hearing,
chanting, remembering, serving, worshipping the Deity in the
temple, praying, carrying out orders, serving Krsna as a friend
and sacrificing everything for Him. Each and every one of these
processes is so powerful that if anyone follows even a single one
of them, he can achieve the desired perfection without fail. For
example, if one is attached simply to hearing about the Lord and
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another is attached to chanting the glories of the name, both
will achieve their desired goal in devotional service. In the
Caitanya-caritdmrta this has been explained. One may execute
one, two, three or all the different processes of devotional
service, and at the ultimate end he will achieve the desired goal
of being established in devotional service.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 117]

The following examples are listed in The Nectar of Devotion:
e sravanam (Hearing) - Pariksit Maharaja
e kirtanam (Chanting) - Sukadeva Gosvamit
e smaranam (Remembering) - Prahlada Maharaja
e Pada-sevanam (Serving the Lotus feet) - Laksm1 devi
e arcanam (Worshipping in temple) - Prthu Maharaja
e vandanam (Offering Prayers) - Akrtra
e dasyam (Servitorship) - Hanuman
e sakhyam (Friendship) - Arjuna
e atma-nivedanam (Surrender of mind, body, soul) - Bali
Maharaja
e All of them - Ambarisa Maharaja
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Chapter 15 - Spontaneous
Devotional Service

The chapter provides a definition of raganuga bhakti and
explains the two categories of ragatmika-bhakti. There is also
mention of the gopis’ love for Krsna in comparison to Kubja's
desires.

Topics ragatmika and raganuga-bhakti
Chapter 15

ragatmika-bhakti | Devotional Service | kama-rapa- These beings
in spontaneous madhurya rasa don't have to

love in a particular
rasa as the eternal

learn anything

sambandha-ripa-
P about devotional

other 4 rasas

associates of the service. They are
Lord, such as already perfect.
cowherds

ragadnuga-bhakti | Spontaneous Many devotees gopr's ‘lusty
attraction to are first attracted |desires’ to satisfy
follow in the to Krsna for some |Krsna's senses
footsteps of the | sense

Whereas Kubja's
desires were
almost mundane
kama-praya
(about satisfying
her own senses)

above gratification, then
purified by bhakti,
and then spiritual
love develops

Ragatmika-bhakti
raganuga-vivekartham adau ragatmikocyate

In order to define raganuga bhakti first ragatmika-bhakti should
be discussed.
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.271]
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iste svarasiki ragah
paramavistata bhavet
tan-mayi ya bhaved bhaktih
satra ragatmikodita

Raga is defined as spontaneous, deep thirst for the object of
love. Bhakti that is impelled exclusively by such a thirst is called
ragatmika-bhakti.

[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.272]

Two categories in ragatmika-bhakti

1. kama-rdpa consists of devotees with intense desire to
satisfy the Lord in conjugal love.

2. sambandha-ripa consists of devotees with intense desire
to satisfy the Lord as His parent, friend, or intimate
servant.

(Although conjugal love (kdma) is also a type of relationship
(sambandha), Sr1la Rpa Gosvamr gives it a separate category to
emphasize its pre-eminent position.)

gopyah kamad bhayat kamso
dvesac caidyadayo nrpah
sambandhad vrsnayah snehad
yayam bhaktya vayam vibho

My dear King Yudhisthira, the gopTs by their lusty desires, Kamsa
by his fear, Sisupala and other kings by envy, the Yadus by their
familial relationship with Krsna, you Pandavas by your great
affection for Krsna, and we, the general devotees, by our
devotional service, have obtained the mercy of Krsna.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.1.31
Quoted in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu]

Raganuga bhakti

Srila Prabhupada introduced the topic of Raganuga in chapter
two:
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“Another part of sadhana-bhakti is called raganuga. Raganuga
refers to the point at which, by following the regulative
principles, one becomes a little more attached to Krsna and
executes devotional service out of natural love. For example, a
person engaged in devotional service may be ordered to rise
early in the morning and offer arati, which is a form of Deity
worship. In the beginning, by the order of his spiritual master,
one rises early in the morning and offers arati, but then he
develops real attachment. When he gets this attachment, he
automatically tries to decorate the Deity and prepare different
kinds of dresses and thinks of different plans to execute his
devotional service nicely. Although it is within the category of
practice, this offering of loving service is spontaneous. So the
practice of devotional service, sadhana-bhakti, can be divided
into two parts—namely, regulative and spontaneous.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, pages 21-22]

Definition of raganuga bhakti
virajantim abhivyaktam
vraja-vasi-janadisu
ragatmikam anusrta
ya sa ragadnugocyate

raganuga-bhakti is defined as that bhakti which follows after the
ragatmika-bhakti found distinctively in the inhabitants of Vraja
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.270]

Kubja

On the other hand, the lusty desire of Kubja is described by
learned scholars as being "almost lusty desire." Kubja was a
hunchbacked woman who also wanted Krsna with a great

ecstatic love. But her desire for Krsna was almost mundane, and
so her love cannot be compared to the love of the gopis. Her
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loving affection for Krsna is called kama-praya, or almost like the
gopis' love for Krsna.
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 124]
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Chapter 16 - Spontaneous Devotion
Further Described

This chapter provides some more detail on the topic of
spontaneous devotion. To further elaborate on the table, we
have supportive evidence on the development of one’s eternal
relationship with Krsna. We have also raised a number of
relevant questions, for example, whether our spiritual body is
already present, though currently in an unmanifested
conditioned state or if it develops by a particular sadhana.
Evidence is also presented on the particular focus of ISKCON.

Topics rdganuga in more detail
Chapter 16
Relationship No one can be In the stage of
Krsna's father or | devotional service
mother (He is aja, | where regulative
without birth but | principles are
Nanda & Yasoda | followed, there is
have the perfect |no necessity of
parental mood) discussing this
The Vrsnis in love, for it must
= L= develop of itself at
Dvaraka also have
a more advanced
a parental mood
stage.
[Nectar of
Devotion, page
125]
Eligibility for Raganuga An advanced So-called siddha-
Spontaneous devotees try to devotee should prandlf - they
Service attain the always act as imagine
perfection of the |neophyte, as long |themselves in an
ragatmikas as this body is eternal svardpa,

there

with-out actual
realization
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Conjugal love

Follow footsteps
of gopis of
Vrndavana or
Queens of
Dvaraka

2 types as
husband and wife
(svakiya) or
paramour
(parakiya)

Direct contact
with the Lord is
called keli

Others simply
remain ata
distance and hear
about madhurya

Woman can
become friend
and man can
become gopr

e.g. sages of
Dandakaranya
became gopis

Parenthood or
Friendship

To follow in the
footsteps of
Nanda and
Yasoda or Subala
respectively

One should not
try to become the
father of Krsna
directly - that
could be
mayavada

pusti-marga,
parental worship
in Vallabha-
sampradaya

Supportive quotations on the
development of one’s relationship with

Krsna

sambandha-rapa

“In the attitude of the denizens of Vrndavana, such as Nanda
Maharaja and mother Yasoda, is to be found the ideal
transcendental concept of being the father and mother of Krsna,
the original Personality of Godhead. Factually, no one can
become the father or mother of Krsna, but a devotee's
possession of such transcendental feelings is called love of

Krsna in a parental relationship.”
[The Nectar of Devotion, page 125]

radganuga bhaktas not strict

“These raganuga devotees do not follow the regulative principles
of devotional service very strictly, but by spontaneous nature
they become attracted to some of the eternal devotees such as
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Nanda or Yasoda, and they try to follow in their footsteps
spontaneously. There is a gradual development of the ambition
to become like a particular devotee, and this activity is called
raganuga.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 125]

Without Nitai's lotus feet one cannot attain Radha
and Krsna

nitai-pada-kamala, koti-candra-susitala
je chayay jagata juray
heno nitai bine bhai, radha-krsna paite nai
drdha kori' dharo nitair pay

The lotus feet of Lord Nityananda are a shelter where one will
get the soothing moonlight not only of one, but of millions of
moons. If the world wants to have real peace, it should take
shelter of Lord Nityananda. Unless one takes shelter under the
shade of the lotus feet of Lord Nityananda, it will be very difficult
for him to approach Radha-Krsna. If one actually wants to enter
into the dancing party of Radha-Krsna, he must firmly catch hold
of the lotus feet of Lord Nityananda.

[Nitai Pada Kamala, by Narottama Dasa Thakura]

(Additional reference)

Hearing about rasa-Iila

vikriditam vraja-vadhabhir idam ca visnoh
sraddhanvito ‘nusrnuyad atha varnayed yah
bhaktim param bhagavati pratilabhya kdmam
hrd-rogam asv apahinoty acirena dhirah

He who faithfully hears about the dealings between Lord Krsna
and the gopis in the rasa dance and he who describes these
activities attain to the perfectional stage of devotional service
and simultaneously lose material, lusty desires.
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Purport:
A liberated person who hears about the loving affairs of Radha
and Krsna is not inclined to have lusty desires. One mundane
rogue once said that when the Vaisnavas chant the name
“Radha, Radha,” he simply remembers a barber’s wife named
Radha. This is a practical example. Unless one is liberated, he
should not try to hear about the loving affairs between Radha
and Krsna. If one is not liberated and listens to a relation of the
rasa dance, he may remember his own mundane activities and
illicit connections with some woman whose name may also be
Radha. In the conditioned stage one should not even try to
remember such things. By practising the regulative principles,
one should rise to the platform of spontaneous attraction for
Krsna. Then and only then should one hear about radha-krsna-
lila.

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-Iila 8.255

(verse from Srimad-Bhagavatam10.33.39)]

(Additional reference)

Siddha-pranali

Siddha-pranali is where one Vaisnava who has fully realized his
eternal identity is assisting another Vaisnava of a very advanced
level to become fully aware of his spiritual identity. The acaryas
comment that this is applicable for a devotee who is at the stage
of prema ruruksa, which means approaching prema. Sometimes,
one who is approaching prema is helped in this way by a
superior Vaisnava. In other cases, the eternal spiritual identity is
automatically revealed from within the heart.

Premature siddha-pranali is where the spiritual identity is given
to devotees who are not approaching prema at all. Such siddha-
pranadll is a hoax and is condemned by the bona fide Vaisnava
acaryas.
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Is our siddha-deha (spiritual body) already there or
does it develop through a particular raganuga
sadhana?

Our spiritual identity is re-awakened

nitya-siddha krsna-prema ‘sadhya’ kabhu naya
sravanadi-suddha-citte karaye udaya

Pure love for Krsna is eternally established in the hearts of the
living entities. It is not something to be gained from another
source. When the heart is purified by hearing and chanting, this
love naturally awakens.
[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-Iila 22.107]
(Additional Reference)

Is ISKCON a movement focussed on
vaidhi bhakti?

Vidhi-marga or Arcana-méarga & Maha-mantra

All these statements show that the Maha-mantra of the Holy
Names is more powerful than any other mantra, including the
18-syllable Gopala mantra. One who has initiation in the mantra
is given the right to practice the vidhi-marga, whereas someone
who chants the Maha-mantra, whether initiated or not, is given
the qualifications for all situations in life. In particular, a
practitioner of the radgdnuga path quickly attains his desired goal
in Vraja by taking shelter of the worship of the Holy Name. For
one on the vidhi-marga or arcana-mdarga, the ecstatic mood of
Vraja is vague and distant. Spiritual practices on the vidhi-marga
have no power to bestow this mood. Vidhi-marge vraja-bhava
paite nahi sakti.
[Bhakti Pramode Puri Maharaja,
The Art of sadhana, Ways of Chanting]
(Additional Reference)
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Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura said;

“The only motto of the Gaudiya Math was, ‘param vijayate Sri-
krsna-sankirtanam’

We are initiated in the mantra kirtaniyah sada harih.”

ISKCON's primary concern is sankirtana, which contains the
spontaneous element of devotional service, therefore raganuga
is the focus of ISKCON.

To what extent should ISKCON devotees practice raganuga
sadhana?

If the qualification is eagerness then should we be eager to start
practising raganuga-bhakti as soon as possible?

Qualification for raganuga-bhakti

krsna-bhakti-rasa-bhavita matih
kriyatam yadi kuto ‘pi labhyate

tatra laulyam api malyam ekalom
janma-koti-sukrtair na labhyate

Pure devotional service in Krsna consciousness cannot be had
even by pious activity in hundreds and thousands of lives. It can
be attained only by paying one price — that is, intense greed to
obtain it. If it is available somewhere, one must purchase it
without delay.
[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 8.70]
(Additional Reference)

This process of devotional service is sometimes called pusti-
marga. Pusti means "nourishing," and marga means "path." Such
development of sentiment nourishes devotional service to the
highest standard. Thus it is called the path of nourishment, or
pusti-marga. The Vallabha-sampradaya, which belongs to the
Visnu Svamr sect of Vaisnava religion, worships Krsna in this
pusti-marga. Generally devotees in Gujarat worship Bala Krsna,
under this heading of pusti-marga.

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 130]
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Chapter 17 - Ecstatic Love

Third Wave

This chapter and the next describe bhava-bhakti or devotional
service in pure ecstatic love. The Nectar of Devotion only touches
upon these topics with very short descriptions. However, the
remaining chapters provide more detail and Ripa Gosvami
continues the subject matter in his book entitled Ujjvala-
nilamani, which is meant for advanced readers.

Topics Bhava-bhakti
Chapter 17
bhava At that time one's | At this stage the |shivering of the

l

Uttama-adhikarr

heart becomes
iluminated like
the sun. The sun
is far above, never
covered by any
cloud; similarly,
when a devotee is
purified like the
sun, in his pure
heart there is
ecstatic love,
more glorious
than the
sunshine. At that
time attachment
to Krsna is
perfect.

devotee is on the
platform of
uttama-adhikarr,
perfect devotion.
Such a devotee
has no agitation
from material
affections and is
interested only in
the service of

Radha and Krsna.

body, shedding
tears

Two ways to
attain bhava

by constant
association with
pure devotees

by special mercy
of the Lord

Association:
Narada with the
bhakti-vedantas
and following
their instructions

Causeless Mercy
in three ways:

by speaking
by glancing
by good wishes
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Bhava-bhakti is Uttama adhikari

By the process of executing regulated devotional service, one is
actually elevated onto the transcendental stage, beyond the
material modes of nature. At that time one's heart becomes
illuminated like the sun. The sun is far above the planetary
systems, and there is no possibility of its being covered by any
kind of cloud; similarly, when a devotee is purified like the sun,
from his pure heart there is a diffusion of ecstatic love which is
more glorious than the sunshine. Only at that time is the
attachment to Krsna perfect. Spontaneously, the devotee
becomes eager to serve the Lord in his ecstatic love. At this
stage the devotee is on the platform of uttama-adhikari, perfect
devotion. Such a devotee has no agitation from material
affections and is interested only in the service of Radha and
Krsna.

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 131]

Definition of bhava-bhakti

suddha-sattva-visesatma
prema-stryamsu-samya-bhak
rucibhis citta-masrnya-
krd asau bhava ucyate

suddha-sattva—by unadulterated goodness; visesa—
distinguished; atmad—whose nature; prema—of love of God;
sarya—like the sun; amsu—a ray; samya-bhak—which is similar
to; rucibhih—Dby different tastes; citta—of the heart; masrnya—
softness; krt—which causes; asau—that softness; bhavah—
emotion; ucyate—is called.

When devotional service is executed on the transcendental
platform of pure goodness, it is like a sun-ray of love for Krsna.
At such a time, devotional service causes the heart to be
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softened by various tastes, and one is then situated in bhava
[emotion].
[Quoted in SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 23.5]
(Additional reference)

suddha-sattva

“The primary characteristic of bhava is suddha-sattva-visesatma; it
is the stage wherein Suddha-sattva enters the devotee's heart.
Suddha-sattva is not the material mode of goodness, but the
Lord's internal potency — whose function is to revive the living
entity's dormant love for Krsna.”
[Waves of Devotion]
(Additional reference)

prema-sdryamsu

“Bhava is like the first ray of the sun of prema which will soon
rise in the heart.”
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.3.1]

How bhava is obtained

1. Through spiritual practices:
e Vaidhi sadhana

» An example is Narada Muni who followed the
directions of the bhakti-veddntas

e raganuga sadhana

» Inthe Padma Purdna there is the story of a neophyte
devotee who, in order to raise herself to the ecstatic
platform, danced all night to invoke the Lord's grace
upon her
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Through special mercy:
Firstly, of the pure devotee

> Prahlada had natural attraction for Krsna, because he
had Narada’s association in the womb

» Mgrari, the hunter was transformed by Narada's
mercy

Secondly, of the Lord

» This is compared to an honorary degree; one cannot
expect it and just wait for it.

Special mercy can be shown simply by speaking, simply by
glancing and simply by good wishes.

‘This apparently accidental development of ecstatic feelings
through the causeless mercy of Krsna can be divided into three
groups: simply by speaking, simply by glancing and simply by
good wishes.

1.

In the Naradiya Purana there is a statement about
development of ecstatic love simply by speaking. Lord
Krsna said to Narada, "O best of the brahmanas, I wish
that you may develop unalloyed devotional service to Me,
which is full of transcendental bliss and all
auspiciousness."

In the Skanda Purana there is a statement about
developing ecstatic love toward Krsna simply by glancing.
It is stated, "When the inhabitants of Jangala Province
saw the Personality of Godhead, Krsna, they were so
stricken with feeling that they could not withdraw their
glance from Him.”

. As far as heartfelt wishes are concerned, there is a

statement in the Suka-samhita where Narada tells Srila
Vyasadeva, "You have a son who is the greatest devotee
of the Personality of Godhead, and I can observe that
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without any following of the regulative principles of
devotional service, he is already enriched with many of
the symptoms achieved by the execution of devotional
service after many, many births.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, pages 133-134]

Prahlada’s ecstatic love was by the grace of Lord Krsna.

‘As for ecstatic love of Krsna, there is a statement in the Seventh
Canto, Fourth Chapter, verse 36, of §rimad-Bhdgavatam, in which
Narada addresses King Yudhisthira, "My dear King, it is very
difficult to describe the character of Prahlada. He developed a
natural attraction for Krsna, and whatever I can explain about
his character will simply be an arrangement of words; his actual
character is impossible to describe." This means that Narada
himself admitted that the natural development of Prahlada's
ecstatic love was by the grace of Lord Krsna.’

[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 134]



164

A Prayer for Deep Absorption

Chapter 18 - Character of One in
Ecstatic Love

In this chapter the focus is on nine symptoms of bhava which
ROpa Gosvamr has listed. The table provides a quick overview
and more detail follows in the text below. We have also
addressed the topic of shadow attachment. One can ‘borrow’
ecstasy from the association of advanced devotees or from
staying in the holy dhadma. Such symptoms are temporary and
not of the same depth and intensity as bhava.

Topics

Nine Symptoms of bhava

9 symptoms of
bhava

Utilization of time:
in service with body,
mind and words

Perseverance:
one who is
undisturbed,
when causes for
disturbance are
present

Pridelessness:
When a devotee
with all pure
realizations is not
proud.

Detachment: senses
always desire sense
enjoyment, but when
a devotee develops
transcendental love
for Krsna, then no
more such attraction

Great hope: I
have no love for
Krsna, nor for the
causes of
developing love of
Krsna—namely,
hearing and
chanting.

Still I continue to
hope

Eagerness:
through those lips
comes a sound
vibration which
drives one
madder than a
mad elephant. I
want so much to
see Him at
Vrndavana!

Attachment to
chanting:

the daughter of King
Vrsabhanu is now
shedding tears and
she is anxiously
chanting your name,
Krsna, Krsna

Eager to glorify
Krsna:

Krsna's beautiful
activities attract
my heart, and I do
not know what to
do.

Love for Holy
Dhama:

Pure devotee
visits all the
pastimes of Krsna
and remembers
the Lord.
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Nine symptoms of bhava

1. avyartha-kalatvam — Utilization of time. Constant
engagement in devotional service, twenty-four hours a
day.

2. ksantir — Perseverance. To remain tolerant and patient,
even amid great disturbance.

3. viraktir — Detachment. Complete indifference to objects
of sense gratification.

4. mana-sanyatd — Pridelessness. One feels humble, even
though he is extremely elevated.

5. asa-bandhah — Hope against hope. Firm faith that Krsna
will deliver one to the highest perfection, even though
one feels low and utterly unqualified to achieve it on his
own.

6. samutkantha — Intense eagerness for achieving pure
loving service.

7. ndma-gane sada rucih — Constant attraction to chanting

Hare Krsna.

8. asaktis tad-gunakhyane — Addiction to glorifying Krsna's
qualities.

9. pritis tad-vasati-sthale — Love for living in the Lord's
Dhéama.

Utilization of time

An unalloyed devotee who has developed ecstatic love for Krsna
is always engaging his words in reciting prayers to the Lord.
Within the mind he is always thinking of Krsna, and with his
body he either offers obeisances by bowing down before the
Deity or engages in some other service. During these ecstatic
activities he sometimes sheds tears. In this way his whole life is
engaged in the service of the Lord, with not a moment wasted
on any other engagement.

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 135]
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Detachment

There are two types of detachment: vairagya and viraktir. Before
one achieves the stage of bhava, he may be able to manifest
vairagya; he can keep himself forcibly separated from the
objects of sense gratification, and thus control his senses. At the
stage of bhava, however, one manifests a superior type of
detachment. This superior detachment is viraktir, wherein one
completely loses all taste for the objects of the senses. Thus his
senses remain entirely controlled, even if he is directly in the
midst of sense objects.

Due to self-realization, one becomes fully aware of how
insignificant and helpless one is. It is impossible to achieve
anything on one’s own, not to mention achieving the highest,
most rare thing: krsna-prema. Thus the devotee becomes
despondent.

However, self-realization also causes one to understand the
omnipotence of the Lord, and the unfathomable affection He
has for all living entities. Therefore, although one is completely
unable to achieve anything on his own, he is sure that Krsna will
help him. Thus he becomes fully confident of achieving the
highest success, in spite of his disqualifications.

Pridelessness

“When a devotee, in spite of possessing all the qualities of pure
realization, is not proud of his position, he is called pride-less. In
the Padma Purdna it is stated that King Bhagiratha was the
emperor above all other kings, yet he developed such ecstatic
love for Krsna that he became a mendicant and went out
begging even to the homes of his political enemies and
untouchables. He was so humble that he respectfully bowed
down before them.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 137]
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Great hope

“In this connection, one prayer by Ripa Gosvami is sufficient to
exemplify this hopefulness. He says, "I have no love for Krsna,
nor for the causes of developing love of Krsna—namely, hearing
and chanting. And the process of bhakti-yoga, by which one is
always thinking of Krsna and fixing His lotus feet in the heart, is
also lacking in me. As far as philosophical knowledge or pious
works are concerned, I don't see any opportunity for me to
execute such activities. But above all, I am not even born of a
nice family. Therefore I must simply pray to You, Gopijana-
vallabha [Krsna, maintainer and beloved of the gopis]. I simply
wish and hope that some way or other I may be able to
approach Your lotus feet, and this hope is giving me pain,
because I think myself quite incompetent to approach that
transcendental goal of life." The purport is that under this
heading of asa-bandha, one should continue to hope against
hope that some way or other he will be able to approach the
lotus feet of the Supreme Lord.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 137]

Eagerness for achieving the desired
success

This intense eagerness is very nicely expressed by Bilvamangala
Thakura in his book Krsna-karnamrta. He says, "l am eagerly
waiting to see that boy of Vrndavana whose bodily beauty is
captivating the whole universe, whose eyes are always bounded
by black eyebrows and expanded like lotus petals, and who is
always eagerly glancing over His devotees and therefore moving
slightly here and there. His eyes are always moist, His lips are
coloured like copper, and through those lips there comes a
sound vibration which drives one madder than a mad elephant. I
want so much to see Him at Vrndavana!”

[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 138]
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Attachment to chanting the Holy Names
of the Lord

In the same Krsna-karnamrta there is another statement, about
the chanting of Radharanr. It is said by one of the associates of
Radharant, "O Lord Govinda, the girl who is the daughter of King
Vrsabhanu is now shedding tears, and She is anxiously chanting
Your holy name—'Krsna! Krsna!"“

[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 138]

Eagerness to describe the Lord’s
transcendental qualities

Attachment for chanting the glories of the Lord is also expressed
in the Krsna-karnamrta as follows: "What shall I do for Krsna,
who is pleasing beyond all pleasurable conceptions, and who is
naughtier than all restless boys? The idea of Krsna's beautiful
activities is attracting my heart, and I do not know what I can
do!”

[Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 138]

Perseverance and love for living in the
dhama

Perseverance and love for living in the dhama naturally awakens
in the stage of bhava. After all, the dhama is a replica of the
spiritual world.

vrndavanam parityajya padam ekam na gacchati
[Yamala-tantra,
Quoted in Laghu-bhagavatamrta 1.5.461]

“Krsna does not leave Vrndavana, not even by a single step.” So
naturally the devotee who has great ecstatic attachment for
Krsna also does not desire to ever leave such a place.
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He will also persevere in his attempts to remain in the holy
dhama and to remain in the consciousness that prevails in the
abode of the Lord.

Raty-abhasa
2 types: shadow attachment and para attachment

Shadow attachment

If someone, without undergoing the regulative principles of
devotional service or without being guided by a bona fide
spiritual master, shows such imitative attachment, this is called
shadow attachment. Sometimes it is found that a person
actually attached to material enjoyment or salvation has the
good fortune to associate with pure devotees while they are
engaged in chanting the holy name of the Lord. By the good
grace of the Lord one may also cooperate and join in the
chanting. At that time, simply by the association of such pure
devotees, the moon-like rays from their hearts reflect on him,
and by the influence of the pure devotees he may show some
likeness of attachment caused by inquisitiveness, but this is very
flickering.

Para Attachment

And if by the manifestation of such shadow attachment one
feels the disappearance of all material pangs, then it is called
pard attachment.

Such shadow attachment and para attachment can develop if
one associates with a pure devotee or visits holy places like
Vrndavana or Mathura, and if an ordinary man develops such
attachment for Krsna and fortunately performs devotional
activities in the association of pure devotees, he can also rise to
the platform of pure devotional service. The conclusion is that
transcendental attachment is so powerful that if such
attachment is seen manifested even in some common man, by
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the association of a pure devotee it can bring one to the
perfectional stage. But such attachment for Krsna cannot be
invoked in a person without his being sufficiently blessed by the
association of pure devotees.

[Waves of Devotion]

Bhéava attracts Krsna

“The fragrance of the flower of bhava-bhakti of a devotee forcibly
attracts SriKrsna, the Lord, like a bee.”
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu - Intro by Bon Maharaja]
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Chapter 19 - Devotional Service in
Pure Love of God

Love of God is rarely attained. The word love only exists in
relationship with Krsna. The chapter gives a quick overview of
Love of God, which we have provided in the table and following

paragraphs.

Topics

Krsna-prema
Chapter 19

Pure Love of
God

When one's desire to
love Krsna in one's
particular
relationship becomes
intensified, this is
known as pure love
of Godhead.

The word love can
be applied only in
relationship with
the Personality of
Godhead. In the
material world, love
is not applicable at
all.

Chanting the holy
names of the
Lord, he
sometimes cries,
sometimes talks
wildly, sometimes
sings and
sometimes—
without caring for
any outsider—
dances like a
madman.

Lord's special Mercy

“The gopis did not
study the Vedas to
achieve Me. Had
never been to holy
places of pilgrimage.
Did not execute any
regulative principle.
Did not undergo
austerity. Simply by
My association they
have attained the
highest perfection of
devotional service."

Narada-paficaratra

A Vaisnava who is
incessantly
thinking of the
form of Lord Krsna
is to be known as a
pure Vaisnava.

Anyone in the
ecstasy of love of
God, cannot even
perceive the
material distress or
happiness coming
from the body or
mind

Jiva Gosvamt not
yet active at the
time the Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu
was written (1552)
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What is love?

“When one's desire to love Krsna in one's particular relationship
becomes intensified, this is known as pure love of Godhead.

The word love can be actually applied only in relationship with
the Personality of Godhead. In the material world, love is not
applicable at all.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 143]

Dancing like a madman

“A devotee, in the course of executing the regulative principles
of devotional service, develops his natural Krsna consciousness,
and being thus softened at heart he chants and dances like a
madman. While performing chanting of the holy name of the
Lord, he sometimes cries, sometimes talks wildly, sometimes
sings and sometimes—without caring for any outsider—dances
like a madman.”
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.2.40
Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion page 144]

Incessantly thinking of Krsna

“In the Narada-paficaratra pure, unalloyed devotional service is
explained as being without any motive for personal benefit. If a
devotee is continuously in love with Lord Krsna and his mind is
always fixed upon Him, that devotional attitude will prove to be
the only means of attracting the attention of the Lord. In other
words, a Vaisnava who is incessantly thinking of the form of Lord
Krsna is to be known as a pure Vaisnava.”

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 145]

Cannot perceive material distress or happiness
coming from the body or mind

In the Narada-paficaratra Lord Siva therefore tells Parvati, "My
dear supreme goddess, you may know from me that any person
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who has developed the ecstasy of love for the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, and who is always merged in
transcendental bliss on account of this love, cannot even
perceive the material distress or happiness coming from the
body or mind."

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 146]

Srimati Radharan''s love
[Experiencing previous attachment to Krsna (pdrva-raga), Srimati
Radharant thought:] “Since I have heard the name of a person
called Krsna, I have practically lost My good sense. Then, there is
another person who plays His flute in such a way that after I
hear the vibration, intense madness arises in My heart. And
again there is still another person to whom My mind becomes
attached when I see His beautiful lightning-like effulgence in His
picture. Therefore I think that I am greatly condemned, for I
have become simultaneously attached to three persons. It
would be better for Me to die because of this.”

[SrT C aitanya-caritamrta, Antya-1ila 1.142]

(Additional reference)

Attaining Krsna-prema

Love is the fruit of the holy name
krsna-namera phala — ‘krsna, sarva-sastre kaya

“All scriptures say that the fruit of chanting the Holy Names is to
develop love for Krishna.”
[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 7.86]
(Additional reference)

Service to the devotee is the root cause of prema

suddha-bhakata-carana-renu, bhajana-anukdala, bakata seva
parama siddhi prema latikara mula
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To worship the dust of the lotus feet of the pure devotees is
most auspicious; service to the devotees is the root cause of the
creeper of love of God.
[Bhaktivinoda Thakura]
(Additional reference)

The mercy of Lord Nityananda
heno nitai bine bhai, radha-krsna paite nai

Without the mercy of Lord Nityananda it is not possible to attain
Radha and Krsna
[Narottama dasa Thakura]
(Additional reference)

Special mercy of the Lord

Krsna tells Uddhava, “The gopis in Vrndavana did not study the
Vedas to achieve Me. Nor had they ever been in holy places of
pilgrimage. Nor did they devoutly execute any regulative
principle. Nor did they undergo any kind of austerity. It is simply
by My association that they have attained the highest perfection
of devotional service.”
[From Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.12.7
Quoted in The Nectar of Devotion, page 144]

Stages of Prema

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura explains the nature of prema in his
Caitanya Siksamrta, Chapter 7 and also in Dasa-mala Tattva,
Chapter 11. When quoting the Thakura, I have placed the text in
qguotation marks and my own comments in brackets.

Prema - “When it has the power to overcome anything else.
When it has become firm enough to withstand all contrary
mood.”

Sneha - “When prema achieves the quality of illuminating the
consciousness and melting the heart it is called sneha. It has two
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varieties ghrta-sneha and madhu-sneha. That sneha which is
extremely dignified is called ghrta-sneha. That sneha which is
extremely possessive is called madhu-sneha. Rati has two types: I
am his and he is mine. Madhu-sneha has the form of ‘He is mine.’
Radharant has such rati.

Mana - “"When sneha begins to show duplicity it becomes mana.”
(For example, Radharant may show anger and may not be willing
to associate with Krsna, to increase His attachment for her).
“When Mana appears even Krsna shows fear - out of love.”

Pranaya - “When mana becomes confidential with constant
regard for Krsna it is called pranaya.”

Raga - "When extreme sorrow and joy become experienced in
pranaya, it becomes raga. When sneha becomes full of desire it
becomes raga. When Raga appears even a moment of
separation becomes intolerable."

Anuraga - "When raga realizes the dear object in newer and
newer ways and itself appears in newer and newer ways, it is
anuraga. With the appearance of anuraga the person desires to
take birth as an inanimate object just to be close to Krsna.”

Mahabhava - “When Anurdga attains a stage of madness with
unequalled amazing appearance, it is called mahabhava.”

More on the nature of Krsna-prema

“After the mellow of servitorship, there are the mellows of
friendship and parental love, which increase to subordinate
spontaneous love. The greatness of the love found in friends like
Subala extends to the standard of ecstatic love of Godhead.

PURPORT:

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura says that the mellow of

neutrality increases to simple love of Godhead. In the mellow of
servitorship, love of Godhead increases beyond that to affection,
counter-love (anger based on love), love and attachment.
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Similarly, the mellow of friendship increases to affection,
counter-love, love, attachment and sub-attachment. It is the
same with the mellow of parental affection. The special feature
of the mellow of friendship exhibited by personalities like Subala
is that it increases from fraternal affection to counter-love, to
spontaneous attachment, to subordinate attachment, and finally
to the ecstasy where all the ecstatic symptoms continuously
exist.”

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 23.56]

(Additional reference)

“When the materialistic aspect of ahantd and mamata is
extremely deep, one remains in the cycle of birth and death.
When a causeless particle of faith develops and one thinks of
becoming a vaisnava and serving the Lord, ahantd and mamata
becomes slightly spiritualized and the jiva becomes qualified for
devotional service. At the stage of sadhu-sanga, the tinge of
spiritualization becomes more concrete. At the stage of
anishthita bhajana-kriya, the spiritualization is localized in one
place, whereas the material aspect is in full force. At the stage of
nistha, spiritualization becomes more pervasive and the
materialistic influence decreases somewhat. At the stage of ruci,
spiritualization of me and mine becomes dominant and the
materialistic aspect becomes localized. At the stage of asakti the
spiritual aspect becomes complete and the material aspect
becomes a trace. At the stage of bhava the spiritual aspect
becomes thorough and the material aspect becomes a shadow,
occasionally appearing. At the stage of prema, the spiritual
aspect becomes extremely intense and the material aspect is
completely absent.

At the stage of bhajana-kriya, meditation on the Lord is mixed
with other topics and is temporary. At the stage of nistha,
meditation on the Lord has a trace of other topics. At the stage
of ruci, other topics are absent and the meditation is long
lasting. At the stage of asakti, meditation becomes deep. During
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bhava, by meditation, the Lord appears in the mind. Achieving
prema, along with the appearance of the Lord in the mind, there
is direct association with the Lord.”
[Madhurya Kadambini]
(Additional reference)

“Upon seeing the sign of saddipta-sattvika, Sarvabhauma
Bhattacarya could immediately understand the transcendental
ecstatic transformation in the body of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Such a sign takes place only in the bodies of
eternally liberated devotees.

PURPORT:
The word saddipta-sattvika is explained as follows by Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura: “The Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
mentions eight kinds of transcendental transformations in the
bodies of advanced devotees. These are sometimes checked by
the devotee, and there are two stages of such checking,
technically known as dhamayita and jvalita. The dhamayita
(smoking) stage is exhibited when only one or two
transformations are slightly present and it is possible to conceal
them. When more than two or three transcendental
transformations are manifest and it is still possible to conceal
them, although with great difficulty, that stage is called jvalita
(lighted). When four or five symptoms are exhibited, the dipta
(blazing) stage has been reached. When five, six or all eight
symptoms are simultaneously manifest, that position is called
uddipta (inflamed). And when all eight symptoms are multiplied
a thousand times and are all visible at once, the devotee is in the
saddipta (intensely inflamed) stage. Nitya-siddha-bhakta indicates
the eternally liberated associates of the Lord. Such devotees
enjoy the company of the Lord in four relationships — as
servant, friend, parent or conjugal lover.”

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-Iila 6.12]

(Additional reference)
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Sri Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya Chapter 23 is called:
“Life’s ultimate goal - love of Godhead”
This chapter is part of the explanations given by Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to Sanatana Gosvamt in SrT Caitanya-caritamrta
Madhya Lila chapters 20 to 23. These chapters are quite parallel
to the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu and many verses are quoted here
from the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu. Both in the text and in Srila
Prabhupada’s purports, we get more detail on this subject
matter of Prema.

[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-Iila 23.1-65]

(Additional reference)

Viraha Gita

When Akrdra comes to take Krsna and Balarama away from
Vrndavana, for the gopis the world comes to an end; they
express their feeling in the Viraha Gita*- the Song of Separation,
from Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.39.16-31. In the final verse the gopTs
address Krsna as, “Govinda, Damodara, Madhaveti.” Srila
Visvanatha Cakravartt Thakura gives a very nice explanation. The
gopis use the name ‘Govinda’, addressing Krsna as ‘He who gives
pleasure to the cows’ or ‘He who gives pleasure to the senses'.
The gopis say, “Now that you are going, our senses (our cows)
are just wandering off with you. You ought to give them
protection.” Then considering that hard-hearted Krsna may not
care, they remind Krsna of His mother; “You are not going to kill
your mother, Oh Damodara, who bound you to a grinding
mortar with her love?” Finally, they rest their case with the name
‘Madhava’- the husband of the Goddess of fortune. “Oh
Madhava, if we would have been your wives, we would have
been your property, and you could have killed us or done with
us as you like; but we are the property of others, you have no
right to destroy what is theirs.”

For them there was no existence without Krsna; such was the
depth of their love. When Krsna finally left, they immediately
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began to remember Krsna's wonderful activities among
themselves. We pray for a drop of that ocean of love of God. The
remaining chapters of The Nectar of Devotion deal at length with
love of God in various mellows.

Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu completed in 1552

By rough calculation it is estimated that Srila Rapa Gosvami
finished Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu in Gokula Vrndavana in the
year 1552.

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 401, Concluding Words]

Jiva Gosvamrt not yet active

Sri Rapa Gosvami thus concludes the first division of the Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu, offering up his treatise for the transcendental
pleasure of Sanatana Gosvami, who has established the
transcendental beauty, and of Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, Sr1
Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami and Raghunatha dasa Gosvamt. It
appears from this statement that the great Srila Jiva Gosvami
was not yet active when Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu was written.

[The Nectar of Devotion, page 147]



180 A Prayer for Deep Absorption

Epilogue

The Bhakti-ratnakara describes how Srila Ripa and Sanatana
Gosvami resided in Vrndavana. On some occasion Ripa Gosvami
desired to make a special offering to the Deities. That day a
young village girl supplied him with milk, first class rice and
other ingredients to make sweet rice. Later, Sanatana Gosvami
tasted the maha-prasddam and commented on how
extraordinary that sweet rice was. He enquired, “Where did you
get such exquisite ingredients?”

ROpa Gosvami replied that a young village girl had brought a
donation. Sanatana Gosvamtwas quiet and then exclaimed,
“Oh! You have accepted service from Srimati Radharant! That we
cannot do! We are her eternal servants only.”

For the six gosvamis who were immersed in an ocean of prema,
the boundaries between the material world and the spiritual
world, which are impenetrable for ordinary persons, had
become an open border and they traversed between the
spiritual and material reality.

Srila Ripa Gosvamri writes in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.187

Tha yasya harer dasye

karmana manasa gira
nikhilasv api avasthasu
Jivan-muktah sa ucyate

“A person acting in Krsna consciousness [or, in other words, in
the service of Krsna] with his body, mind, intelligence and words
is a liberated person, even within the material world, although
he may be engaged in many so-called material activities.”

In the Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika Srila Rapa GosvamT is identified
as Sri Rapa mafijart. She is the intimate assistant of Lalita devi,
who is the foremost of the asta-sakhis and who is the direct
servant of Srimati Radharant. Sanatana Gosvami is Lavanga-
mafijarT, an assistant of Campakalata. These great personalities
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came into this world to assist $rT Caitanya Mahaprabhu in
spreading his mission. Srinivasa Acarya writes, ndnd-sastra-
vicaranaika-nipunau sad-dharma-samsthapakau, that the six
gosvamis scrutinizingly studied the scripture to present evidence
in support of the teachings they had heard from $ri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Not only were they great scholars, but they
themselves had fully realized those teachings and therefore
their writings are pure and transcendental. They actually
transport the reader to the ocean of transcendental love and
give him entrance into the spiritual world. Srila Prabhupada
carried Krsna and the spiritual world within his heart. He had
heard from his spiritual master, the most learned Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, and he had cent percent
dedicated himself to fulfilling his desires. He was educated
through the medium of English and was therefore the perfect
person, specially chosen and empowered by Krsna to bring all
this knowledge to the modern western world.

The Nectar of Devotion not only provides a new outlook on the
world; it also changes our taste. It can turn crows into swans,
ordinary men into saintly personalities. A blind man can see
luminaries in the sky, a dumb man can recite poetry and a lame
man will cross over mountains. In this way we can become
empowered beyond our imagination and we aspire with great
eagerness to enter into this ocean of transcendental love of
God.

May the world become a better place!

svasty astu visvasya khalah prasidatam
dhyayantu bhatani sivam mitho dhiya
manas ca bhadram bhajatad adhoksaje
avesyatam no matir apy ahaituki

May there be good fortune throughout the universe, and may all
envious persons be pacified. May all living entities become calm
by practising bhakti yoga, for by accepting devotional service
they will think of each other’s welfare. Therefore let us all
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engage in the service of the supreme transcendence, Lord $ri
Krsna, and always remain absorbed in thought of Him.
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.18.9]
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Glossary of Sanskrit terms

Acyuta: a name for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who
can never fall down from His position.

Adityas: the demigods who are descendants of Kasyapa Muni's
wife, Aditi.

Amalaki tree: a tree that Narada Muni brought from the
spiritual world to the material realm to please the Supreme
Lord. Its fruits are very rich in vitamin C.

Amrta: nectar, the food of the gods, which makes the drinker
immortal.

Anandamaya: full of bliss in spiritual realization; Krsna
consciousness.

Anartha-nivrtti: a stage in the progressive development of
devotion to Lord Krsna in which one is freed from unwanted
desires and karmic reactions; cleansing the heart of all
unwanted things

Anarthas: unwanted bad habits.
Anuraga: sub attachment in ecstatic love of God.

Anusmrti: When remembrance is uninterrupted, it becomes
concentrated and is called meditation. When meditation
expands and becomes constant, it is called anusmrti. By
uninterrupted and unceasing anusmrti one enters the stage of
samadhi, or spiritual trance.

Arcana: the procedures followed for worshiping the arca-
vigraha, the Deity in the temple; engaging all the senses in the
service of the Lord.

Arjuna: the third son of Pandu and intimate friend of Lord
Krsna. Krsna became his chariot driver and spoke the Bhagavad-
gita to him on the battlefield of Kuruksetra.

Artha: economic development.
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Asana: seat, or throne; a sitting posture in yoga practice.

Asrama: one of the four spiritual orders of life - brahmacari-
asrama, or student life; grhastha-asrama, or married life;
vanaprastha, or retired life; and sannyasa-asrama, or the
renounced order of life; the home of the spiritual master, a place
where spiritual practices are executed.

Baladeva Vidyabhisana: Born in the 18th century in the
Baleswar district of Orissa, he was initially a learned scholar of
the Madhva-sampradaya. He was converted to Gaudiya
Vaisnavism and became the ardent follower of Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura. He is especially renowned for his
commentary on Vedanta-satra called Govinda-bhasya; Srila
Baladeva Vidyabhasana was a highly renounced pure devotee.

Balarama (Baladeva): the first plenary expansion of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Krsna. He appeared as
the son of Rohint and elder brother of Lord Krsna. Also known as
Balabhadra or Baladeva, present as one of the three Jagannatha
deities.

Bali Maharaja: the king of the demons who gave three paces of
land to Vamanadeva, the dwarf incarnation of Lord Visnu, and
thereby became a great devotee by surrendering everything to
Him.

Bhagavad-gita: a seven-hundred verse record of a conversation
between Lord Krsna and His disciple, Arjuna. The conversation
took place between two armies minutes before the start of an
immense fratricidal battle. Krsna teaches the science of the
Absolute Truth and he importance of devotional service to the
despondent Arjuna, and it contains the essence of all Vedic
wisdom.

Bhajana: this term generally indicates the service and worship
of the Supreme Lord executed by Vaisnavas from the neophytes
up to those who are fully God-realized. The main form that this
service takes is the hearing and chanting of the holy name.
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Otherwise, the term refers to the singing of devotional songs
about Krsna, usually accompanied by musical instruments

Bhakti-rasa: the mellow derived from devotional service.

Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu: one of the principal works on the
science of bhakti-yoga, written by Srila Ripa Gosvami in the
sixteenth century, a confidential associate of SrT Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. All of its conclusions are elaborately supported by
reference to the Vedic literatures.

Bhakti: devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhava-bhakti: the platform of purified goodness when one's
heart melts in devotional service; the first stage of love of
Godhead.

Bhava: the stage of transcendental love experienced after
transcendental affection.

Bhrgu: the most powerful of the sages born directly from
Brahma.

Bhukti: material enjoyment

Bilvamangala Thakura: a great devotee-author, whose works
include the Krsna-karnamrta, the confidential pastimes of Lord
Krsna.

Brahma-samhita: a very ancient Sanskrit scripture recording
the prayers of Brahma offered to the Supreme Lord, Govinda.

Brahma-vaivarta Purana: one of the eighteen Puranas. It
contains prayers and invocations addressed to Lord SriKrsna, as
well as descriptions of His transcendental pastimes with Srimati
Radharant and the other cowherd girls of Vrndavana.

Brahma: the first created living being and secondary creator of
the material universe. Directed by Lord Visnu, he creates all life
forms in the universes.

Brahmana: the intelligent class of men, according to the
traditional vedic system.
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Brahmananda: the spiritual bliss derived from impersonal
Brahman realization.

Brhaspati: the spiritual master of King Indra and chief priest for
the demigods.

Caitanya-caritamrta: translated as "the character of the living
force in immortality," it is the title of the authorized biography of
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu written in the late sixteenth century
and compiled by Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvamr, presenting
the Lord's pastimes and teachings.

Campakalata: one of the 8 head principal gopis of Vrndavana.

Daksa: one of the sons of Brahma and a chief progenitor of
universal population.

Damodara: a name for Sri Krsna meaning "one who is tied
around the waist with rope." This name refers to the Lord's
pastime of allowing Mother Yasoda to bind Him.

Deity: As Lord Krsna appears in the sound of His holy name, so
also He appears within the arca-avatara, His incarnation as the
Deity worshiped in the temple. The central focus of every
ISKCON temple around the world is the worship of Krsna's Deity
form as represented in stone, metal, wood or as painted
pictures.

Devahdti: the daughter of Svayambhuva Manu who was the
wife of Kardama Muni and the mother of the Lord's incarnation
Lord Kapila.

Dhama: abode, place of residence; usually refers to the Lord's
abodes.

Dharma: religious principles; one's natural occupation. The
capacity to render service, which is the essential quality of a
living being.

Dhruva Maharaja: a great devotee who at the age of five
performed severe austerities and realized the Supreme



Glossary of SansKrit terms 187

Personality of Godhead. He received an entire planet, the Pole
Star.

Dhimayita: the stage exhibited by a devotee when only one or
two transformations are slightly present and it is possible to
conceal them.

Draupadi: the daughter of King Drupada, wife of the Pandavas
and a great devotee of Lord Krsna. She was born from a
sacrificial fire to be the wife of Arjuna.

Durga: Lord Siva 's wife in a fierce form, presiding over material
nature.

Dvaraka: the island kingdom of Lord Krsna, lying off India's
west coast, where He performed pastimes five thousand years
ago.

Gajendra: the king of the elephants. He was saved from a
crocodile by Lord Visnu and awarded liberation.

Ganapati: A Demigod also known as Ganesha who is in charge
of material opulence and freedom from misfortune.

Gaudiya Matha: a Vaisnava institution, originally with 64
temples in India and elsewhere, founded by Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura for propagating the sacred
teachings of Lord Caitanya throughout India and the world.

Gayatri: a sacred mantra that a brahmana chants silently three
times a day at sunrise, noon and sunset to attain the
transcendental platform.

Gopi-candana tilaka: type of clay used for tilaka and for making
auspicious markings on the body.

Gopis: Gopala Krsna's cowherd girl friends, who are His most
surrendered and confidential devotees.

Gosvami: a person who has his senses under full control.
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Govardhana: a large hill dear to Lord Krsna and His devotees.
Krsna held it up for seven days to protect His devotees in
Vrndavana from a devastating storm sent by Indra.

Govinda: name of the Supreme Lord Krsna, meaning "One who
gives pleasure to the land, the cows and the senses”

Gujarat: a province in north western India.

Guru: spiritual master; one of the three authorities for a
Vaisnava. Literally, this term means heavy. The spiritual master
is called guru because he is heavy with knowledge.

Hari-bhakti-vilasa: the ritual and devotional practices of the
Gaudiya-vaisnava-sampradaya, codified into twenty chapters by
Srila Sanatana Gosvami and Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvamr.

Hari-nama-sankirtana: congregational chanting of the holy
names of the Supreme Lord.

Hari: the Supreme Lord, who removes all obstacles to spiritual
progress.

Haridasa Thakura: although born in a Muslim family, he was a
confidential associate of SrT Caitanya Mahaprabhu. He was so
absorbed in the nectar of the Holy Name that his regular
practice was to chant 300,000 names of the Lord daily. Lord
Caitanya made him the namacarya (teacher of chanting of the
holy name).

Holy Names/Maha Mantra: a sixteen-word prayer composed of
the names Hare, Krsna, and Rama: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare is the personal form of God's own happiness, His
eternal consort, Srimati Radharani. Krsna, "the all-attractive
one," and Rama, "the all-pleasing one," are names of God. This
prayer means "My dear Radharant and Krsna, please engage me
in Your devotional service." The Vedas recommend the chanting
of the Hare Krsna mantra as the easiest and most sublime
method of awakening one's dormant love of God.
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Indra: the chief demigod of heaven and presiding deity of rain.

Jagannatha PurT: place of pilgrimage on the east coast of India
where the deity of Jagannatha is worshiped

Jiva (jivatma): the living entity, who is an eternal soul, individual
but part and parcel of the Supreme Lord.

Jiva Gosvamt: one of the Six Gosvamis of Vrndavana and the
nephew of Rupa and Sanatana Gosvamis.

JAana: knowledge. Material jiiana does not go beyond the
material body. Transcendental jiana discriminates between
matter and spirit. Perfect jiana is knowledge of the body, the
soul and the Supreme Lord.

Jvalita: the stage exhibited by a devotee when more than two or
three transcendental transformations are manifest and it is
possible to conceal them with difficulty.

Kali-yuga: the "Age of Quarrel and Hypocrisy " The fourth and
last age in the cycle of a maha-yuga. This is the present age in
which we are now living. It began 5,000 years ago and lasts for a
total of 432,000 years. It is characterized by irreligious practice
and stringent material miseries.

Kama: lust; the desire to gratify one's own senses.

Kanistha-adhikarT: a neophyte devotee in lowest stage of
Vaisnava life.

Kapila: an incarnation of Krsna who appeared in Satya-yuga as
the son of Devahti and Kardama Muni and expounded the
devotional Sankhya philosophy, the analysis of matter and spirit,
as a means of cultivating devotional service to the Lord.

Karmis: fruitive laborers.

Katyayanr: the material energy personified. She is also known
as Durga and Kalt and by many other names.

King Vrsabhanu: Father of Srimati Radharani.
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Krsna-katha: discussions or topics spoken by or about Krsna.

Krsna: the original, two-armed form of the Supreme Lord, who
is the origin of all expansions

Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvamr: author of the immortal SrT
Caitanya-caritamrta, considered the greatest work on the life
and philosophy of Lord Caitanya. He composed it in his nineties,
despite bodily infirmity.

Krsnaloka (Goloka Vrndavana): the planet in the spiritual
world where Krsna resides.

Ksatriya: third of the four orders of the varnasrama system. A
warrior who is inclined to fight and lead others. The
administrative or protective occupation according to the system
of four social and spiritual orders.

Kumaras: four learned ascetic sons of Lord Brahma appearing
eternally as children, who became great devotees of the Lord
and great authorities on devotional service.

Kuruksetra: a holy place due to the penances of King Kuru. It
was here that the great Mahabharata war was fought and where
Lord Krsna spoke the Bhagavad-gita to Arjuna, five thousand
years ago.

Kuti-nati: duplicity or fault-finding.

Lalita-devi: one of the 8 head principal Gopis of Vrndavana.
Lord Narasimha: Nrsimha-deva - the half-man, half-lion

incarnation of Lord Krsna, who killed the demon Hiranyakasipu
and saved His devotee, Prahlada Maharaja.

Madhurya-rasa: the spiritual relationship in conjugal love in
which the Supreme Lord and His devotee reciprocate as lovers.

Madhusadana: a name of Krsna, "killer of the Madhu demon."

Madhvacarya: a great thirteenth-century Vaisnava spiritual
master, who preached the theistic philosophy of pure dualism.
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Madhyama-adhikari: devotee who worships the Lord with firm
faith, makes friends with His devotees, preaches to the innocent,
and avoids atheists.

Maha-bhava: When bhava ecstasy is intensified, it is called
maha-bhava. The symptoms of maha-bhava are visible only in
the bodies of eternal associates like the goprs.

Mahabharata: an ancient, Sanskrit, epic history of Bharata, or
India composed by Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasadeva, the literary
incarnation of Godhead, in 100,000 verses. The essence of all
Vedic philosophy, the Bhagavad-qgits, is a part of this great work.

Mamata: an intimate attachment between the servitor and the
served in devotional service.

Mangala-arati: the daily pre-dawn worship ceremony
honouring the Deity of the Supreme Lord.

Marici: one of the great sages born directly from Lord Brahma.

Maruts: the demigod associates of King Indra, the gods of the
air. They number forty-nine and are sons of Diti.

Maya: illusion; an energy of Krsna's which deludes the living
entity into forgetfulness of the Supreme Lord. That which is not,
unreality, deception, forgetfulness, material illusion. Under
illusion a man thinks he can be happy in this temporary material
world. The nature of the material world is that the more a man
tries to exploit the material situation, the more he is bound by
maya's complexities.

MayavadT: one who propounds the philosophy of Sankaracarya,
which basically holds that God is featureless and impersonal.

Moksa: liberation from material bondage.

Mukti: liberation of a conditioned soul from material
consciousness and bondage.
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Naimisaranya: a sacred forest in central India where the
eighteen Puranas were spoken and which is said to be the hub
of the universe.

Namacarya: acarya of the chanting of the holy names (Haridasa
Thakura).

Narada Muni: a pure devotee of the Lord, one of the sons of
Lord Brahma, who travels throughout the universes in his
eternal body, glorifying devotional service while delivering the
science of bhakti.

Narada-paficaratra: Narada Muni's book on the processes of
Deity worship and mantra meditation.

Narayana: a name for the majestic four-armed form of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead meaning "He who is the source
and goal of all living entities."

Narottama dasa Thakura: a renowned Vaisnava spiritual
master in the disciplic succession from Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who is famous for his many compositions of
devotional songs.

Nistha: firm faith

Nityananda Prabhu: the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared as the principal associate of Lord $r1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

Pada-sevanam: the devotional process of serving at the Lord's
feet.

Padma Purana: one of the eighteen Puranas, or Vedic historical
scriptures. It consists of conversations between Lord Siva and
his wife, Parvati.

Parakiya: the relationship between a married woman and her
paramour; particularly the relationship between the damsels of
Vrndavana and Krsna.
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ParvatT: Sati, Lord Siva's consort, meaning daughter of the
mountain.

Phalguna: one of the months corresponding to
January/February or February/March.

Prahlada Maharaja: a great devotee of Lord Krsna who was
persecuted by his atheistic father, Hiranyakasipu, but was
always protected by the Lord and ultimately saved by the Lord in
the form of Nrsimha-deva.

Pranaya: that mellow of love when there is a possibility to
receive direct honour, but it is avoided.

Prasadam: the mercy of Lord Krsna." Food prepared for the
pleasure of Krsna and offered to Him with love and devotion.

Prayojana: the ultimate goal of life, to develop love of God.

Prema-bhakta: one who has attained pure love of Lord Krsna,
the highest perfectional stage in the progressive development of
pure devotional service

Radha-kunda: a sacred pond near Govardhana Hill in Vraja that
was created by Radharant and her gopi companions. It is
supreme among all the holy places in Vraja and the most exalted
holy place for all Gaudiya Vaisnavas.

Radharant: Lord Krsna's most intimate consort, His feminine
counterpart who is the personification of the His internal,
pleasure potency.

Raga: attachment in ecstatic love of God.

Raganuga-bhakti: devotional service following the spontaneous
loving service of the inhabitants of Vrndavana.

Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvamt: one of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana, the son of Tapana Misra.

Raghunatha dasa Gosvamrt: one of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana, who appeared in 1495 as the son of Govardhana
Majumdara,
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Ramayana: the original epic history about Lord Ramacandra
and Sita, written by Valmiki Muni.

Rasa-lTla: the group dancing of Krsna and His cowherd
girlfriends in His Vrndavana pastimes.

Rasa: mellow, or the sweet taste of a relationship, especially
between the Lord and the living entities.

Rati: a strong attraction to God that precedes bhava (mature
ecstasy) and prema (mature love of God).

Ruci: Taste

Rapa Gosvamit: chief of the six great spiritual master Gosvamis
of Vrndavana who were authorized by Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to establish and distribute the philosophy of Krsna
consciousness. He extensively researched the scriptures and
established the philosophy taught by Lord Caitanya on an
unshakable foundation.

Rapa-maifjart: the intimate servant of Lalita-devi, who is one of
the 8 principal gopis of Vrndavana.

Rapanuga: one who follows in the footsteps of RGpa Gosvami.

Sadhana-bhakti: following the rules and regulations of
devotional service to develop natural love for Krsna.

Sadhu-sanga: the association of saintly persons.

Sahajiyas: a class of so-called devotees who, considering God
cheap, ignore the scriptural injunctions and try to imitate the
Lord's pastimes.

Sama Veda: one of the four original Vedas consisting of musical
settings of the sacrificial hymns and rich with beautiful songs
played by the various demigods.

Samadhi: total absorption and trance of the mind and senses in
consciousness of the Supreme Godhead and service to Him.
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Sanatana Gosvamrt: one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana who
was authorized by Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu to establish and
distribute the philosophy of Krsna consciousness. He was the
older brother of Ripa Gosvamt and accepted by Rupa Gosvami
as his spiritual master.

SannyasrI: one in the sannyasa (renounced) order.

Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya: a famous logician, adviser to King
Prataparudra of Orissa who surrendered to Lord SrT Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

Sastra: the revealed scriptures, obeyed by all those who follow
the Vedic teachings. Sas means "to regulate and direct" and tra
means "an instrument".

Sat-sandarbha: six Sanskrit works on the science of devotional
service or Vaisnava philosophy by Srila Jiva Gosvami. These
works present the entire philosophy and theology of Gaudiya
Vaisnavism in a systematic form. The Bhakti-sandarbha deals
with abhidheya-tattva, which is bhakti (devotion to Krsna), and
the Priti-sandarbha is concerned with prayojana-tattva, pure
love of Godhead.

SatT: the wife of Lord Siva and the daughter of Daksa, who
burned herself alive when her father insulted her husband.

Skanda Purana: one of the eighteen Puranas, or Vedic historical
scriptures. It extensively describes Kali-yuga.

Slokas: a couplet of Sanskrit verse, especially one in which each
line contains sixteen syllables.

Smaranavastha: When one attains this stage (varana-dasa), he
becomes attached to the hearing of krsna-katha. When one is
able to chant in ecstasy, he attains the stage of smaranavasthg,
the stage of remembering krsna-katha. When one is able to
chant in ecstasy, he attains the stage of smaranavastha, the
stage of remembering"
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Sneha: affection for Krsna, at which stage the lover cannot be
without the beloved.

Sraddha: firm faith and confidence.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura: Sarasvati Thakura
Gosvami Maharaja Prabhupada (1874-1937) the spiritual master
of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, and
thus the spiritual grandfather of the present day Krsna
consciousness movement.

Srimad-Bhagavatam: the foremost of the eighteen Puranas,
the complete science of God that establishes the supreme
position of Lord Krsna. It was glorified by Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu as the amalam puranam, "the purest Purana." Also
known as the Bhagavata Purana, this is a work of eighteen
thousand verses.

Vrndavana.

Subala: the father of Sakuni and Gandhart. He was the King of
Gandhara.

Sudama: one of the cowherd boy associates of Lord Krsna.

Sadra: a member of the fourth social order, labourer class, in
the traditional Vedic social system. He is meant to render service
to the three higher classes, namely the brahmanas, the
ksatriyas, and the vaisyas.

Sukadeva Gosvamr: an exhalted devotee who recited the
Srimad-Bhagavatam to King Pariksit during the last seven days
of the King's life.

Sata Gosvami: the son of Romaharsana. He was the great sage
who related the discourse between Pariksit Maharaja and
Sukadeva Gosvami, which forms the basis of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam.
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Svarapa: the living entity's original eternal relationship of
service to the Lord, the real form of the soul.

Syama: Krsna appearing bluish in colour in the Dvapara-yuga
Tadiya: everything belonging to the Lord.
Tapas: austerity or penance.

Tilaka: sacred clay markings placed on the forehead and other
parts of the body to designate one as a follower of Visnu, Rama,
Siva, Vedic culture, etc.

Tirtha: a sacred place of pilgrimage associated with a pastime of
an incarnation of God, such as a holy river, a temple of the Lord,
or the residence or place of meditation of a holy sage or saintly
person.

Tulast: a pure devotee in the form of a basil plant held sacred by
the Vaisnavas and is very dear to SrT Krsna. Its leaves and
manjaris (buds) are always offered to His lotus feet.

Upanisads: one-hundred and eight Sanskrit treatises that
embody the philosophy of the Vedas. The term Upanisad literally
means that which is learned by sitting close to the teacher.

Uttama-adhikart: a first-class devotee who is expert in Vedic
literature and has full faith in the Supreme Lord; he can deliver
the whole world.

Vaidhi bhakti: devotional service under scheduled regulations.

Vaikuntha-lokas: variegated spiritual planets situated in the
brahma-jyotir.

Vairagya: renunciation; detachment from matter and
engagement of the mind in spirit.

Vaisnava: a devotee of the Supreme Lord Visnu, or Krsna

Vaisya: member of the mercantile or agricultural class,
according to the system of four social orders and four spiritual
orders.
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Varaha Purana: one of the eighteen Puranas. It deals with the
transcendental pastimes of the Lord's boar incarnation.

Varnasrama: the system of four social and four spiritual orders
established in the Vedic scriptures and discussed by SrTKrsnain
the Bhagavad-gita.

Vedanta-sitra: Srila Vyasadeva's conclusive summary of Vedic
philosophical knowledge, written in brief codes. The philosophy
of the Absolute Truth, which finds implicit expression in the
Vedas and the Upanisads, was put into a systematic and more
explicit form in the Vedanta-satra.

Vedas: The system of eternal wisdom compiled by Srila
Vyasadeva, the literary incarnation of the Supreme Lord, for the
gradual upliftment of all mankind from the state of bondage to
the state of liberation.

Vedic: pertaining to a culture in which all aspects of human life
are under the guidance of the Vedas.

Vikarma: unauthorized or sinful work, performed against the
injunctions of revealed scriptures.

Virakti: Detachment

Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura: a great acarya in the Caitanya
school of Vaisnavism who composed twenty-four valuable
books on the science of bhakti.

Vrndavana: Krsna's eternal abode, where He fully manifests His
quality of sweetness; the village on this earth in which He
enacted His childhood pastimes five thousand years ago. It is
situated on the Western bank of the river Yamuna.

Vyasadeva: the literary incarnation of God, and the compiler of
the original Vedic scriptures. He is still living in this world.

Yamaraja: the demigod of death.

Yamuna: the sacred river where Krsna performed many
pastimes, flowing through Vrndavana.
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Yudhisthira: the eldest of the Pandavas in the Mahabharata,
and the son of Dharmaraja or Yamaraja, the god of death.

Yathesvaris: leader of a group of gopis.
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About Kadamba Kanana Swami

Kadamba Kanana Swami is a renowned spiritual leader and
initiating guru in the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON).

His spiritual journey began in his youth, when, as a seeker of
truth, he travelled to India. There he was inspired by the
teachings of Srila Prabhupada, and found his home in ISKCON, a
movement founded by Srila Prabhupada to spread the glories of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna, all over the
world. Kadamba Kanana Swami dedicated his life to serving that
mission.

For many years he resided in the holy land of Vrndavana,
occupying various managerial positions in the movement,
including serving as president of the Krsna Balarama Temple for
5 years. In Sridhama Mayapur, he managed the construction of
the pushpa samadhi of Srila Prabhupada.

His chief passion, however, has always been to preach the
sublime message of Krsna and thus bring peace and joy to
humanity. In 1997, he accepted sannyasa from his spiritual
master, Sripad Jayadvaita Swami. Since then he has been
travelling and preaching widely across most continents.

He is also a teacher of scripture, and has lectured extensively on
various courses run by academic institutes in Vrndavana and
Mayapur. For over 13 years, he has taught a course on The
Nectar of Devotion at the Mayapur Institute of Higher Education.
This book serves as a reference for those who wish to explore
the Eastern Division of The Nectar of Devotion in greater depth.

In addition to his profound lectures and courses on sdstra, he is
an acclaimed kirtaneer who is famous for both his rocking tunes
as well as his soul-stirring melodies in glorification of Lord

Krsna. He has numerous disciples and friends whose lives have
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been transformed by his personal guidance and mentorship, as
well as by his deep realizations about the Supreme Lord.

For more information on his preaching activities, his lectures
and music, please visit the following websites:

www.kksblog.com

www.kkswami.com
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