APPEARANCE DAY OF OUR BELOVED SPIRITUAL MASTER HIS HOLINESS KADAMBA KANANA SWAMI
APRIL 2021
Lord is present, and His presence need only be awakened through initiation
SB 10.2.18 Thereafter, accompanied by plenary expansions, the fully opulent Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is all-auspicious for the entire universe, was transferred from the mind of Vasudeva to the mind of Devakī. Devakī, having thus been initiated by Vasudeva, became beautiful by carrying Lord Kṛṣṇa, the original consciousness for everyone, the cause of all causes, within the core of her heart, just as the east becomes beautiful by carrying the rising moon.
Purport: As indicated here by the word manastaḥ, the Supreme Personality of Godhead was transferred from the core of Vasudeva’s mind or heart to the core of the heart of Devakī. We should note carefully that the Lord was transferred to Devakī not by the ordinary way for a human being, but by dīkṣā, initiation. Thus the importance of initiation is mentioned here. Unless one is initiated by the right person, who always carries within his heart the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one cannot acquire the power to carry the Supreme Godhead within the core of one’s own heart.
The word acyutāṁśam is used because the Supreme Personality of Godhead is Ṣaḍ-aiśvarya-pūrṇa, full in the opulences of wealth, strength, fame, knowledge, beauty and renunciation. The Supreme Godhead is never separated from His personal opulences. As stated in the Brahma-saṁhitā (5.39), rāmādi-mūrtiṣu kalā-niyamena tiṣṭhan: the Lord is always situated with all His plenary expansions, such as Rāma, Nṛsiṁha and Varāha. Therefore the word acyutāṁśam is specifically used here, signifying that the Lord is always present with His plenary expansions and opulences. There is no need to think of the Lord artificially as yogīs do. Dhyānāvasthita-tad-gatena manasā paśyanti yaṁ yoginaḥ (SB 12.13.1). Yogīs meditate upon the Supreme person within the mind. For a devotee, however, the Lord is present, and His presence need only be awakened through initiation by a bona fide spiritual master.
Significance of Sri Vyasa-puja
by Antaranga Das
Dear Gurumaharaja,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
The year is 2021.
As the age of Kali is constantly pushing its agenda into the masses via a variety of plans, we, the followers of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, dedicate ourselves to an ancient path of purity by glorifying the spiritual master. Therefore on the day of Vyāsa-pūjā we approach the spiritual master to offer our homage, respects and also to remember the vows we have given to Krishna through Guru. Those who celebrate this momentous occasion of the appearance of a pure representative of Vyāsadeva, the original compiler of the Vedas, are part of the disciplic succession. By holding on strongly to this chain we may be pulled out of this world.
With pride we acknowledge that our spiritual master, His Holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami Maharaj, appeared in this world to uproot the so-called truths which mundane society finds so attractive and inclined to follow. This is a great opportunity to remember and honour the exceptional activities by which Guru stands above other prabhus. These activities not only uphold truth in their connection to the conclusions of the scriptures but at the same time are acts of a gentleman that are attractive to everyone by presented behaviour.
dharma-sthāpana-hetu sādhura vyavahāra purī-gosāñira ye ācaraṇa, sei dharma sāra
“A devotee’s behaviour establishes the true purpose of religious principles. The behaviour of Mādhavendra Purī Gosvāmī is the essence of such religious principles.” (CC Madhya 17.185)
Srila Prabhupada explains in the purport:
[T]herefore Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu says, dharma-sthāpana-hetu sādhura vyavahāra: “The behaviour of a devotee is the criterion for all other behaviour.” Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu Himself followed the devotional principles and taught others to follow them. Purī-gosāñira ye ācaraṇa, sei dharma sāra. Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu personally followed the behaviour of Mādhavendra Purī and advised others to follow his principles.
Real religious principles are established by the behaviour of a devotee. As followers of such a devotee we feel safe and protected in our humble attempts to practice the path of bhakti-yoga. Just like a soul transmigrates and changes his body, similarly a disciple hopes that he may come to a more purified, more enthusiastic, and more realised state of consciousness when he stands in front of his spiritual master for his enjoyment.
On this day the disciples and others will gather together and offer their sentiments with full sincerity, which are beyond the experience of any mundane relationship. Therefore we beg for acceptance and blessings for our future attempts of devotional practice.
We think that we have met Your Goodness by the will of providence, just so that we may accept you as captain of the ship for those who desire to cross the difficult ocean of Kali, which deteriorates all the good qualities of a human being. (SB 1.1.22)
Your servant Antaranga Das
Giving Disciples A Vision
In my youth, I came to Krsna consciousness and I had lots of energy and I used it all with a lot of enthusiasm to do many things. The focus was on doing things for Krsna – doing service. I tried to do a lot of service. In the cause of doing service, I did step on a few toes here and there. I did elbow a few people out of the way or knock them over. What shall I say? But these things were secondary to me because the things that needed to be done in devotional service were the most important. But as time progressed, I was not only responsible for doing things in devotional service but I became responsible for people doing things in devotional service. And I looked after them and together with them, I tried to get things done. As time moved along the focus shifted more and more to people and it became my service to look after people. Not even so much about them having to do this service or that service and getting some service done through them. No, now my service was just to look after people in general and how I could help them to realise their full potential.
Tamal Krsna Maharaja in that regards once said, “It is a duty of a spiritual master to give his disciples a vision about their own life which is greater than what they would have come up with on their own. And then to help the disciples to realise that potential.” So that was something I remembered instantly. As soon as he said it, I memorised it. It was that potent and impertinent. It summed up what I was supposed to be doing. Anyhow from doing things for Krsna, to looking after people who were doing things for Krsna and to looking after people for Krsna. All these things come up in devotional service and yes that mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu offers us a golden opportunity. We can take advantage in the service we do for this mission and in our personal behaviour and in our dealings with the vaisnavas, then surely we can go back to Godhead!
12th April 2020, Durban, South Africa, Vyasa-Puja Lecture
Offerings
Acyuta Kesava Dasa & Anakulya Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Gurudeva,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
"I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my guru, my spiritual master, opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him."
“The word ajñāna means ignorance or darkness. If all the lights in this room immediately went out, we would not be able to tell where we or others are sitting. Everything would become confused. Similarly, we are all in darkness in this material world, which is a world of tamas. Tamas or timira means darkness. This material world is dark, and therefore it needs sunlight or moonlight for illumination. However, there is another world, a spiritual world that is beyond this darkness. That world is described by Sri Krsna in the Bhagavad-gita 15.6.”
(The Science of Self Realization, Chapter 2).
Srila Prabhupada said in the purport of SB 1.10.3:
“You must be always alert whether you are fixed up in the symptoms. Then you are qualified brāhmana. Otherwise, you are again in the same category as in India. Some of them, are simply claiming to become brāhmana on account of being born in a brāhmana family. No. That is not this a... Just like Rūpa Gosvāmī, Sanātana Gosvāmī. They were born in brāhmana family, but they knew that "We have lost our culture due to association with the Muhammadans always." Therefore he presented himself, nīca-jāti. Nīca-jāti, nīca-karma, nīca-saṅgī.”
(Cc Madhya-lila 1.189).
Srila Gurudeva, we had also lost our Vedic culture due to our affinity for materialism. Then you gave us your mercy by giving us shelter at your lotus feet. Now we have the safety net of the four regulative principles that created an enabling environment for us to practice our bhakti yoga.
On this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, let us take the opportunity to thank Lord Sri Krsna for allowing us to have Gurudeva as an intergral part of our lives. It’s is through your day of appearance as well as our bona fide disciplic succession that you have sheltered us and have allowed us to see the power of trying to follow a Krsna conscious path. You have blessed us with your knowledge and shown us a path that is not encompassed in darkness. With your guidance and understanding, we have been allowed into this sacred relationship of guru and disciple.
This is not something we take lightly as Gurudeva is a representation to us of the Lord himself. The ultimate goal of life is to develop a love of Godhead, we did not see this until you opened our eyes in the form of your teachings.
Our prayer is that we can follow in your footsteps with your continued guidance and nurturing so that we can help spread the teachings of Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu even if just for a small fraction of what you do.
Our purpose in this lifetime is to serve you and the other vaishnava devotees of the Lord, as your disciples, this forms part of our mission.
As we try to make progress in our spiritual life, we begin to understand that you are arming us with the knowledge that is bona fide, and that is practically potent. Your ability to always bring the bhakti yoga principles into our everyday life is very inspiring. It is clear Srila Gurudeva that you are empowered by Lord Caitanya via our guru parampara to spread this sankirtana movement not only in every town and village but in every soul that you come into contact with.
Jai Gurudeva.
Your servants always, Acyuta Kesava Dasa & Anakulya Devi Dasi Iskcon East London South Africa
Adi Ganga Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
It has been a hard year, for us, for you, for all the world. But through your constant grace and never-ending selflessness, you manage to save us. When I see you at our disciples meeting, week after week, giving us your darshan, your blessings and the nectar of your katha, even when you might be hungry and thirsty, even when you have had no rest, you decrease my anxiety about being in separation from you, as the world proceeded to lock down.
When you had Covid, for the first time in my life, I chanted 64 rounds - in an attempt to prevent myself from receiving the lesson that vani is more important than vapuh. I am not a very advanced devotee. All throughout my journey, your physical presence has inspired me. Indeed, on the very first occasion I took your darshan, when I was new in Krsna consciousness, you inspired me to start chanting 16 rounds which I had never done before. So, when I heard you were ill, I joined my voice with the voices of all others who were praying and chanting for you, disciples and non-disciples alike to say to Krsna: “Our spiritual master brings out the best in us; if you please, allow him to stay longer.”
And here you are, perhaps not even fully recovered, but fully demonstrating how you are there, like a rock, whatever the obstacles may be. Like a true father. Papa Guru Maharaj.
Over the past year, like many, I have been on a journey of purification myself. I fear it is far from over. But through your lectures and classes, especially the Caitanya-caritamrta daily discourses you kindly provided for us, I feel your constant shelter and support. Your humour and jollity whatever the material miseries throw our way, propels me to keep moving forward, any which way I can.
We do not know what tomorrow brings but I endeavour to face it fearlessly because you have brought with you a treasure-house of nectar, warmth and blessings and laid them before us. You are personal, real and kind. These are qualities that I hope one day to emulate. You emphasise building a relationship with Krsna. With your mercy, I will try.
Thank you Guru Maharaj for all that you do. I hope to always imbibe your teachings in my daily spiritual life and my services.
I am praying to take your darshan in person once again.
Your servant, Adi Ganga Devi Dasi
Adikarta Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Lieber Guru Maharaj,
Nehmen Sie bitte meine, im Staub Ihres Lotusfüssens, Achtungsvollen Ehrerbietungen an. Alle Ehre sei an Ihrer Heiligkeit. Alle Ehre sei an Sri Gauranga. Alle Ehre sei an Ihrem Guru Maharaj his holiness Srila Guru Dasa Jayadvaita Swami. Alle Ehre sei an Srila Prabhupada.
Dank Ihrer Grundlosen Barmherzigkeit, der Barmherzigkeit des echten spirituellen meisters Srila Guru Maharaj Kadamba Kanana Swami, darf ich der Zeit wieder mal erneut ein paar Zeilen, bei der Gelegenheit Ihrer Vyasa-puja, als Offering an Ihnen zu schreiben.
Vor allem möchte ich Ihnen auch diesmal, bei der angeführten Gelegenheit des Offering, erneut die beste mögliche Gesundheit wünschen.
Sie Sind und bleiben ein Nektar Ozean der Grundlosen Barmherzigkeit, die zweifellos von der Krsna stammt.
Man kann ahnen, trotzdem man allerhand Lebensproben ausgestellt wird, derzeitig besonders seit Ende Sommer 2020/Anfang 2021, und im März zuletzt dem Koronásura, dass Ihre Güte, die von der angeführten Barmherzigkeit eindeutig ausgeht, gegen mir nicht abnehmend wird, aber eher sie bleibt stabil, oder nimmt sie weiter noch zu. Zuletzt war dies auffällig zu ahnen im Zusammenhang mit den Covid-19, den nur durch die Barmherzigkeit des Höchsten Herrn und meines spirituellen Meisters nahm die ´Äußerst negative Entwicklung der Krankheit den Rückgang, ohne fatalen dem Folgen.
Ich muss auf dieser Stelle noch weitersagen, dass Ihre Güte wird, endgültig nicht nur zu mir, aber ununterbrochen auch zu allen anderen Lebewessen, und noch mehr zu denen die sich in Ihrer Nahe auch schon mall kurz befanden, bezogen. So wird die Gnade eines echten spirituellen Meisters ohne weiters ständig immer wieder erneut zum Ausdruck gebracht.
Was aber mich in der letzten Zeit sehr erfreut hat, war ein ganz unerwarteter Beziehungen Austausch direkt zwischen Ihnen und meiner Unansehnlichkeit, im Zusammenhang mit den Projekt Ihrer Vorlesungen des Englisch gesprochenen Videos der Serie Caitanya-caritamrta, und deren Übersetzungen, die von mehreren Übersetzern vollgezogen geworden waren, auf denen Ich ein Teil bei der Endausführung und Rückhochladung auf YouTube nehmen darf. Es muss für diesem Zweck im Grunde ein neues Video mit der entsprechenden Übersetzung mit einer zusätzlichen Audiospur ausgestattet wiederhergestellt werden. Am Anfang des Vornehmens konnte mich keinesfalls Niemand davon überzeugen, dass Ihre Stimme nach dem Bearbeiten einer Lektion zurückgezogen sein soll. Ihre Erlaubnis voller Gnade führte sofort dazu, dass so bald jede so eine Lektion, die von mir persönlich nach der Übersetzung ausgegangen ist, und nachfolgend hochgeladen abgeht, wird mit der Hauptstimme zurückgezogen ausgeführt.
Dieser Dienst, den ich bekommen durfte, ist für mich auch eine große Barmherzigkeit und auch Freute, obwohl Ich der Zeit ein wenig in diesem Zusammenhang langsamer geworden bin, mehr als es mir selbst gefallen möchte. Ich habe die Hoffnung, dass dies zukünftig allmählich wieder zu einer Verbesserung führen wird.
Mit Dankbarkeit und demütig, möchte Ich stets Ihre Lotusfüße, die Lotusfüße meines spirituellen Meisters, Srila Guru Maharaj Kadamba Kanana Swami, ununterbrochen verehren, und auch daher, neige ich mich vor Ihnen stets erneut, und bringe Ihnen, mit dem herzlichen Glückwunsch insgesamt, und einem ständigen Wunsch der besten möglichen Gesundheit, meine achtungsvolle Ehrerbietungen dar.
Ihr ewiger Schuldner und unansehnlicher Schüller, Adikarta Dasa
Aditi Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to you, Gurudeva. All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami.
The appearance day of the spiritual master is the most auspicious and glorious event for a disciple because the disciple owes his body, mind, words and soul to his spiritual master. A disciple has the opportunity to glorify his spiritual master, to express love and gratitude. Today we are celebrating your appearance day.
In this mad world of Covid, one more year has passed but we were so fortunate to have weekly Zoom classes, where so many devotees are connected from all parts of the world and to see how many disciples Gurudeva has in all parts of the world. I enjoyed the classes and most of all, the pastimes. I also remember how you said that after leaving the temple and reaching home, these boils appeared on your body. They were painful and Gurudeva thought it was a sign showing that you cannot leave Krsna. The Lord will always pull you back. There were so many amazing past times which I enjoyed.
When I heard that Gurudeva was tested positive for Covid, I just prayed, “Please Lord, let this phase pass.” Hearing so many people struggling with this awful virus and so many people lost their lives, I am glad that Maharaj recovered. I understand that you do not feel 100%. It will take time to recover fully.
Guru Maharaj, everyone is so attached to you because you are always thinking about others. You are most compassionate towards all fallen souls, you are tolerant, merciful and a well-wisher to everyone. Srila Prabhupada says, “Knowledge of the Absolute Truth is not very easily understood by ordinary, less intelligent men but if the spiritual master is kind enough to the disciple, however unintelligent he may be, then by the grace of the spiritual master everything is revealed.” (SB 3.25.30).
I hope that the borders open and Gurudeva can visit soon; it has been a long time. On this auspicious day, I pray at your lotus feet that I may one day become a worthy disciple. I beg you to always kindly keep me under the shelter of your lotus feet.
Your most fallen but grateful disciple, Aditi Devi Dasi South Africa
Aditi & Suneet Goyal
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
We are deeply indebted to you for accepting us as your aspiring disciples. We are trying to listen to your lectures regularly. Your lectures are helping us strengthen our faith and understanding of spiritual life.
We are already feeling the bliss of your mercy and love. We pray to Krsna and Radharani to always keep you under their mercy.
Your fallen servants, Aditi and Suneet
Adrienn Makaine Patay
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
Lieber Guru Maharaj,
Akzeptiere bitte meine achtungsvollen ehrerbietungen im staub deiner lotusfüsse. Alle Ehre sei deiner Heiligkeit, Alle Ehre sei Sri Gauranga, Alle Ehre sei deinem Guru Maharaj his holiness Jayadvaita Swami. Alle Ehre sei Srila Prabhupada.
Der glückverheißende Tag Deiner Erscheinung in dieser Welt rückt immer näher. Es ist kaum zu glauben, wie schnell wieder ein Jahr vergangen ist. In diesem einen Jahr ist so wenig, aber gleichzeitig so viel passiert. So wenig, weil wir wegen der Pandemie keine Reisen unternehmen können und die ganzen Programme, bei denen wir Deine persönliche Gemeinschaft hätten haben können, ausgefallen sind. Schweren Herzens habe ich akzeptieren müssen, dass ich für ungewisse Zeit auf die persönliche Gemeinschaft mit Dir verzichten muss. Aber es ist dennoch so vieles passiert. Da Du auch nicht reisen kannst, gibst Du uns jede Woche via zoom die Möglichkeit, in Deiner direkten Gemeinschaft zu sein. Es ist so wunderbar und ich bin dafür unendlich dankbar.
Diese Zoom-Meetings und Deine Lectures machen mich immer inspirierter, tiefer und tiefer in den hingebungsvollen Dienst an Krsna zu versinken, mir immer mehr transzendentales Wissen anzueignen, der materiellen Welt völlig den Rücken kehren und mich nur mit dem Krsna-Bewusstsein beschäftigen zu wollen. Ich weiß, dass diese Inspiration Deine Gnade ist. Gib mir bitte weiterhin Deine Gnade, dass diese Entschlossenheit in mir weiter wachsen kann.
Der Bhagavad-gita-Vers beschreibt die transzendentalen Eigenschaften einer Person von göttlicher Natur. Jedes Mal, wenn wir Deine Gemeinschaft haben, beweist Du, dass Du diese Eigenschaften durchaus besitzt. Du bist auch der Guru, der nicht nur die Theorie lehrt, sondern auch jemand, der auch lebt, was er predigt. Könnte ich nur den Schatten Deiner Eigenschaften erlangen!
Vielen Dank, dass Du mich immer näher zu Krsna bringst, vielen Dank für die vielen persönlichen Erlebnisse, die Du Woche für Woche mit uns teilst und danke für Deine humorvolle Art! Ich bin so glücklich, dass ich Deine Schülerin und Teil Deiner Familie sein darf.
Deine unaussprechlich dankbare Schülerin Adrienn
Amit Krishna
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Haribol Srila Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Maharaj, I'd like to wish you a happy birthday. It's Amit Krishna from London. I remember February 2020 whilst I was staying at Bhaktivedanta Manor, I was very fortunate to have met you on a Sunday morning outside the temple room. You showered mercy upon me and allowed me to take shelter of your lotus feet.
You saved my life in many ways, gave me direction in life and inspired me in so many ways. You brought light in my existence when all I could see was darkness. This will stay with me forever. Thank you Srila Guru Maharaj for giving me the opportunity to take shelter of your lotus feet.
I look forward to meeting you very soon and hopefully I'll have an opportunity to travel with you too.
Thank you.
Your aspiring servant, Amit Krishna
Amrtavani Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Maharaja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I will always remember the first time we met, all those years ago, in 2004, at a retreat. I was so full of challenging questions, so filled with doubt, so sceptical that I would never have imagined that one day I would be part of Srila Prabhupada’s movement. And the fact that I am here now is entirely because of you.
Your kindness in giving us space to be individuals, in seeing the services that suit us, in providing the human touch that we need, your deep acceptance of our limitations, is what makes the difference – the difference between following a process and following a person, a person who is a perfect example of the process.
I was listening the other day to a lecture in which you asked, “How many acts of love are we bringing to Krsna?” The answer in my case would be, “None.” But fortunately I have you as the intermediary. Thank you for providing the connection with Krsna, for crystallising it with your own mercy and the mercy of the acaryas, without which I would only go before Krsna with hollow offerings.
Because of your sincere well-wishes for all your disciples, because of your prayers, we are protected in so many ways, especially from ourselves. And so, in a very real way, you are our shelter. The community you provide is our shelter. I am so fortunate that so many immediate family members are your disciples, and so, when I serve them, I feel like I am serving you.
Thank you, Guru Maharaj, for giving me this life of Krsna consciousness. I have followed you to Cape Town, to Radhadesh, to Vrindavan and Mayapur, to Simhachalam, to New Vrindavan, to New York. Had it not been for you, I would never have had these transcendental experiences. You have opened the door to a whole new world of experience for me, and I pray to embrace this world wholeheartedly. Thank you for being a true friend who not only fills my life with adventure, but who ensures that these adventures are pure and perfect.
I wish to end by wishing you a very happy Vyasa-puja, and by asking for your blessings that I may engage my mind, body and words in pleasing you, in pleasing Srila Prabhupada and in pleasing Krsna.
Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj.
Your eternal servant, Amrtavani Devi Dasi
Anand Joshi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
pracāre pūrva-dākṣyaṁ ca bhaktācāra-pravīṇatā parārthatāpi kāruṇyaṁ yasya sarve ca te namaḥ
All glories to you on your Vyasa-puja day. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Dear Guru Maharaj,
On this most auspicious day of yours, I will like to offer my most respectful obeisances.
It is our great pleasure to write a few words in your glorifications on the auspicious Vyasa-puja day although we lack the needed qualification, learning and devotion in order to properly glorify you.
Guru Maharaj you are a general in the sankirtan army of Srila Prabhupada. Properly executing his orders, placing them on your head and in your heart, you have received Srila Prabhupada’s mercy. You have realized that the highest goal of life is to surrender fully to the orders of the bon-a-fide spiritual master. We pray to you and Krsna that we get the same faith as you.
You have been working so hard and amazingly spreading the orders of Srila Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya, not only in the U.S but all over the world. Every time we hear you speak, we understand the deep wisdom you have and you answer our doubts immediately through your classes.
Guru Maharaj, you are the direct representative of Krsna for us and even though we are not qualified, you allowed these fallen souls to take shelter of your lotus feet. We express our gratitude for extending your rope of mercy on my family.
Gurudeva, if any transformation or purification has happened in us and whatever services we are engaged in is simply Srila Prabhupada's mercy flowing through your kind, faithful and transparent soul. We only depend on your mercy for further journey in serving Krsna better. Bhakti towards the Supreme Lord is not possible without your mercy and guidance.
We pray on the occasion of your Vyasa-puja that Lord Krsna will give you a long and healthy life so that you can continue to spread Krsna consciousness like Prabhupada and His Holiness Jayadvaita Swami did.
Please shower your mercy on fallen souls like us and give us the strength and conviction to serve you in your mission of service to Lord Krsna.
Your humble servants, Anand Joshi - Sulbha Parsippany New Jersey, USA
Antaranga Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Spiritual Master,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
On this most auspicious day of Vyasa-puja I would like to humbly present my offering to you dear spiritual master.
How can one gather words to glorify the deeds of someone who dedicated his life purely for the service of the Supreme Lord? Nevertheless the special mercy comes from our small attempt. Your glorious character, full of devotion and surrendered to the preaching mission of Srila Prabhupada is giving us an opportunity to strive to be better, our meditations have a face, our prayers are focused around a person and you are our medium to remember Krsna. Time and time again you are proving that devotion is full of depth, joy, understanding and a sublime activity. You are empowered, otherwise how can you attract so many people and help them to be Krsna conscious?
krishna-sakti vina nahe tara pravartana.
Unless empowered by Krishna, one cannot propagate the sankirtana movement.
(Cc Antya-lila 7.11)
Every devotee who sincerely thinks about you feels connected to our sampradäya and knows very well that you are a servant of the dust of the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Your orders are always in line with this divine order and one is benefited by listening to you:
yare dekha, tare kaha krisna-upadesa amara ajnaya guru hana tara ei desa kabhu nä vadhibe tomara visaya-taranga punarapi ei thani pabe mora sanga
“Instruct everyone to follow the orders of Lord Sri Krishna as they are given in the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam. In this way become a spiritual master and try to liberate everyone in this land. If you follow this instruction, your materialistic life at home will not obstruct your spiritual advancement. Indeed, if you follow these regulative principles, we will again meet here, or, rather, you will never lose my company.”
(Cc Madhya-lila 7.128-29).
Therefore, dearest Guru Maharaj I always pray that your company is never lost to me otherwise everything will be spoiled.
Your servant, Antaranga Dasa
Anuttara Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Haribol and Hare Krsna dearest Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada, All glories to the parampara.
In this little message I just want to express my gratitude to you and at the same time I want to answer the request you made us when you asked us to write to you what initiation means for us. I remember you were reading from Srimad Bhagavatam, First Canto where Narada Muni is saying how much the association of pure devotees changed his life and how he could then follow their example and meditate to develop their qualities.
First, I want to quote Srila Prabhupada because reading Bhakti Tirta Maharaj Swami’s The Spiritual Warrior IV I found this passage quoted from The Journey of self-discovery: “This is material existence. Everyone, even a president like Nixon is full of anxiety, what to speak of others. … So if you want to be anxiety-less, then you must take shelter of the guru, the spiritual master. And the test of the guru is that by following his instructions you’ll be free from anxiety. This is the test. Don’t try to find a cheap guru or a fashionable guru …that will not help. You must accept a guru who can extinguish the blazing fire of anxiety within your heart. That is the first test of the guru.”
I love it so much, and it applies perfectly to my faith in guru’s instructions. Even if the instructions come indirectly or even if they come from some of my god brothers and God I have experienced that they are all equally important.
Ultimately, I came from a place of distress and anxiety, a place of depression and hopelessness and I met the devotees and thanks to them my beloved spiritual master. Gurudeva, for me the connection through the initiation is just the beginning of the journey, but it has given me so much solace and peace of heart because I know that the holy name that you’ve given us with the beads is Krsna. In a way I see those beads as a life line so even if I could face difficulties in life and suffer mentally or physically I feel safe because there is that strong connection and that connection links us to Srila Prabhupada and all the Parampara. It’s just so nice and I’m so grateful.
You know, when you are applying to be officially accepted as an aspiring disciple they ask you to answer 16 questions and for me this one was the most challenging. Let me share what I wrote:
Why are you convinced to follow the orders of the spiritual master in this life, and even life after life?
“The spiritual master for me is a real link to Srila Prabhupada and all he ever did for us. I’m conscious that without guidance from a bona fide spiritual master whose service is in line with the disciplic succession all my efforts and all my service will eventually be in vain. Guru Maharaj’s life has been dedicated to Srila Prabhupada’s mission and I want to follow dedicating my life to my guru, his mission, Krishna and his devotees.
As soon as I realized this is my deepest desire I felt peaceful, of course I know it won’t be easy but I’m eager to engage in difficult and challenging missions. I have witnessed how much care and attentiveness Guru Maharaj is giving to all his disciples and I wish I could help him in his mission: that’s why I believe I will follow even after this life. In this life I will try my best to get to a good level of understanding of Krsna’s plan but it will never be enough to know the unlimited potency of the Lord. Guru Maharaj knows more than me and I’m certain we share this mood: this eagerness to know more and more everyday so I’m firmly convinced I will follow even after this life. Not only knowledge but service will bring us closer to a greater understanding and this will be easier with the association of the devotees, first of all Srila Prabhupada. Guru Maharaj knows and follows strictly Srila Prabhupada’s Vani so we can all get better under his guidance.”
It’s very true for me, with my own strength I cannot manage even to take care of myself most of the times, but I really want to express my gratitude to you Gurudeva because not only you give us initiation, your mercy and your association but most importantly you give us a family and the Kadamba Kanana Swami family of disciples is just something else. That’s priceless.
I have to say I cannot thank you enough because since I was in London associating with Keli Vrindavan Mataji going out on sankirtan and since she understood my deepest respect and connection with you she just helped me so much to find the courage to speak to you and to ask for your blessings and then here, in Radhadesh dham. I can just say a huge thank you to Gaura Vani Mataji who engages me in service and shares with me so much nectar about your pastimes. In these months I also love to spend my time with Gita Govinda Mataji who’s always so full of energy and never stops listening to and serving Srila Prabhupada. Another amazing devotee is Sindhukanya Mataji who really inspires me and whom I see as my elder sister: We have such a good relationship and she shares with me the desire to do everyday something better to serve your instructions. I just mentioned some names but my list would be very, very long. I’m just starting to discover these precious jewels in the KKS family and in the bigger devotees’ family. I kind of feel that finally I found my place and finally I belong. The spiritual family is such an important part of being a disciple and I’m learning so much from all these amazing and dedicated souls that have so much love and appreciation to share.
So in the end I would like to share a realisation with you dear Gurudeva. I really feel so grateful and I really like to serve you and your disciples. I just started, but I feel and I pray that Krsna will help me to never get tired of my spiritual family. All these amazing souls are just so encouraging and kind to me that I really feel the need to reciprocate their love and affection. If at the beginning, my need for a spiritual master could have been related to my insecurities and anxieties. But right now, after a few months from the initiation, I can say I can definitely feel I want to become a fearless individual and I want to become a good disciple in serving your disciples and you Gurudeva, in your service to Srila Prabhupada. Everything is clearer to me, everything makes sense and even if the material world is uncertain and full of dangers I know who can extinguish the blazing fire within my heart and of this I have full faith.
Thank you so much,
Your servant in serving Srila Prabhupada, Anuttara Devi Dasi
Arjuna Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you Maharaj, All glories to his holiness Jayaadvaita Maharaj, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Happy appearance day Guru Maharaj. I am so glad we made it to another Vyasa-puja. I’m sure all your disciples were as worried as I was when we heard the news that Covidasaura had challenged you to a showdown. By Krsna’s grace the challenger was subdued.
Maharaj, Your conviction and dedication to serving Krsna and your own spiritual master are the greatest source of inspiration for me. I often rationalise in my moments of contemplation, “That if it’s good enough for Guru Maharaj, who is unlimitedly more intelligent than me, then Krsna consciousness must be the Absolute Truth.”
I am very limited in understanding and power of will, however my conviction is strengthened by observing and hearing from you. As such dear Guru Maharaj I feel very much indebted to you. It is distressing to think about the impossible task of ever repaying you. I therefore offer my attempt to commit to deeply try to follow your example and instruction. To be a disciple worthy of your sacrifice and dedication. To try to help you in your mission. To offer my mind, and body in service to your mission.
The English language is inadequate to communicate the deep gratitude I have for all you do for us dear Gurudeva. Even in what seems your most difficult moments you are still trying wholeheartedly to connect us all to Lord Sri Krsna in an approachable, genuine and stimulating way. Thank you Guru Maharaj.
With fresh dedication to your service and with love and gratitude in my heart, dear Gurudeva happy birthday and happy appearance day. All glories to you.
Your lowly useless servant Arjuna Dasa Sydney Australia
Arundhati Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Jayadvaita Swami. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
On this most auspicious day of you Vyasa-puja I want to express my deepest gratitude to you. Your endless mercy upon your disciples is like an ocean. Taking care of us in a family mood is most wonderful. Even in this wavy times you guide us in a very loving way and re-awake us the clutches of material consciousness.
I feel so close to you by this weekly Friday meetings. Our whole family is participating, my husband is hiding in the back. Even our daughter is receiving your blessings. I never thought that she is even listening or understands. I was surprised when she started to translate parts of your lecture for Nityananda Trayodasi into German. So powerful is your mercy, that even kids get inspired by your sincere desire to bring us back to Godhead. You are now so present in our home and I am very grateful for that. I really appreciate it from the core of my heart that you give us every week your most precious time. With so much patient you answer the questions. It is about my imagination how you can do this. I don't how I will be ever able to pay you these debts back.
We are planting now many seeds in our new life style in Hungary. The extreme hectic service in Govinda’s Götenborg is gone and we try to become self-sufficient farmers close to Srila Sivarama Maharaja’s project. Fully different lifestyle. With your blessings I really hope I will be able to maintain the preaching mood. We are still in the process of situating ourselves in this new situation. If everything goes well I might be able to distribute prashadam to yoga people in a yoga retreat center led by devotees. It will be just for some hours a day. Not again full responsibility for a whole restaurant.
I really hope to support you in Srila Prabhupada’s mission. At the moment my concentrated energy goes into making our house as Krsna conscious as possible by a lot of art work with my daughter. Painting, hand craft, celebrating festivals, reading the pastimes and engaging the dolls of my daughter in Panca-tattva theatres. Also I am learning to cook for our deities in devotional style.
Your most fortunate disciple, because you give me all the inspiration and energy to continue on the path of bhakti. Without your blessings my life would be a full failure as all the lives before.
Yours disciple, Arundhati Devi Dasi
Atulya Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
My dearest Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, on the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
This past year has been a year like no other in our lifetime. While our public preaching was brought to a screeching halt and we were required to in various degrees, adjust our services and bunker down in social isolation. You mercifully reached out over the worldwide web and sheltered us with the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, bringing us together in the transcendental market place of the holy name. A place where the contamination of Covid could not touch us, a place where only the symptoms of love of godhead can manifest within us.
This journey, brought solace to my heart, abated my frustrations and ignited inspiration during the many months of social isolation. Allowing me to deepen my realisations, deepen my commitment to Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement and to contemplate new and dynamic preaching opportunities in this new social landscape. The fruits of this journey I will forever be grateful for Guru Maharaj, for you brought me some much appreciated comfort in times when I was already feeling isolated and disconnected from the general vaishnava community, being posted in a small farm project and accompanied by the challenging service of developing and implementing both proactive and reactive child protection services for the Australian Yatra.
Contemplations of this homage kept bringing me to one of my favourite verses, the Cc Adi-lila 2.2
O my merciful Lord Caitanya, may the nectarian Ganges waters of your transcendental activities flow on the surface of my desert like tongue. Beautifying these waters are the lotus flowers of singing, dancing and loud chanting of Krsna’s holy name, which are the pleasure abode of unalloyed devotees. These devotees are compared to swans, ducks and bees. The rivers flowing produces a melodious sound that gladdens the ears.
A verse, so beautifully poetic and describes so wonderfully the characteristics of the Lords pastimes and the devotees who relish hearing and chanting about the lord’s pastimes.
Dearest Guru Maharaj, you are a swan who lives in this divine description of the nectarian Ganges, which is a constant flow of the Lords transcendental activities. You so expertly glide amongst the pleasure abodes of the ornamental lotus flowers of singing, dancing and loud chanting of Sri Krsnás holy names. So expertly taking the nectar you glide amongst within your lips and heart and then sharing it in abundance and without cessation. If Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Goswami so humbly thinks his own tongue like a desert, what to say about mine. I Guru Maharaj like to think if I too could be bold enough to place myself in this pastime, think myself to be a little duck travelling in your wake.
Unlike you, I may appear to be gliding and manoeuvring behind you in the currents of devotional service unto the glorification of the Lords pastimes, yet however, under the surface my little legs are kicking like anything to try and keep up. Having a tendency to become distracted I divert from your wake seeking morsels of maya’s bread being thrown from the materialistic banks and after fighting for my mere morsel’s become parched and bewildered, therefore needing your shelter to guide me back to the constant flow of the Ganges.
Amongst the lotuses, you sing and dance with such love and compassion, like the Ganges flow it truly gladdens the ears. Souls this world over seek to hear your call. I like them seek to join in your melodious calls of glorification, yet though I try, my limited sincerity and devotion is more a quack that a melodious and compassionate glorification. Quacking in your wake is my joy and shelter and therefore I pray I will eternally quack along in your wake.
As a swan, you are not only expert of the lotus groves and the flow of the Ganges; you are expert in the nature of all the other inhabitants within and without them. Giving of yourself constantly to the needs and demands of others, you are able to offer practical instruction that diminishes the challenges by giving the illumination of transcendental knowledge in a personal situation. Though I do not take advantage of this near enough, for not wanting to burden you and may well me a fault in me. Just knowing in my heart you are my well-wisher and I am moving in your wake, gives me comfort and inspiration.
I remember during one visit to Melbourne a past time which always makes me smile and brings joy to my heart when I think of it, and is a perfect example was when we organised a travelling bus harinama around Melbourne. Then for your pleasure I organised to finish the day at Melbourne botanical gardens, a place Srila Prabhupada had enjoyed walking within on his morning walks in Melbourne. Taking time previously to ensure I located the perfect place that was by a beautiful lake, had ample shelter and shade, lush grass under foot and easy access for devotees and prasadam. I felt I had found the place. Until… on the day, after hours of harinama the devotees arrived and were enthusiastic to settle down and enjoy prasadam. Within a few minutes some came to me complaining that the ducks in the lake had been using the grass on the banks of my perfect place for relieving their bodily needs. Oh no. Perhaps seeing the disappointment on my face, with such compassion and expertise, you in a blink of an eye stepped forward in my defence and shared the following pearl of wisdom. “If I were a duck and needed to relive myself, I would probably just do it on the edge of the bank and not walk too far, therefore we can just move away from the edge of the lake. “Alas you were correct, and to my relief the duck dilemma was very quickly resolved and the devotees happily feasted and chanted by the beautiful lake. A true knower of the living beings nature, all living beings.
My dear swanlike Guru Maharaj, thank you for your glorious qualities, selfless service, compassion and for extending yourself during the challenges of the past year, even when being taken ill yourself. Your dedication to Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement is a source of such inspiration to me and many others this world over. You truly are an ornament which beautifies the flowing Ganges, bringing me spiritual sustenance and nourishment when I need it most and whatever I am lacking, is simply because of my own stubborn refusal to drink the flow of nectar you share, for I’m too busy at times seeking maya’s morsels of dry breadcrumbs. By Krsna’s mercy I pray you may take flight again and glide into our pond here sometime soon.
Forever your servant and a quacking duck in your wake, Atulya Devi Dasi
Bahulasva Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obesiances at your lotus feet. All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
It's been a strange year, where everyone is afraid of association as if it is not already too much of distance between people, between souls. We are not in the worst place for lockdown, but you can feel people are so afraid when it's crowded.
Lucky for us we could continue all the time with programs at our new and very nice temple at Brahmakund, a little less people but we are continuing. We have program every Wednesday on Srila Prabhupada’s memory. We first read from the Prabhupada Lilamrta, and then we look at the series Srila Prabhupada’s memories. Saturdays we are now going through the Sri Isopanisad and Nectar of Devotion. We started in September and now we have completed this two books with exam from Tapas Prabhu.
We will continue with the Nectar of instruction and after that Bhagavad Gita. So I'm more into study now, although I don't have a very good memory but I'm trying. We had very good discussions and really interactive dialog during the seminar.
One weekend we spend as a retreat at a couple’s house, who lives outside Stockholm. We could really penetrate on Sri Isopanisad. It was very good. We had morning programs with
Srimad Bhagavatam, seminar, and Gaura aarti in the evening. Raija and Uffe are running the place. Their home is really like a temple. They have preserved almost every accessories from the temple at Fridhemsplan.
When you come and visit in future they would love to invite you for a nice home program. I hope that could be possible. In a lecture Srila Prabhupada is saying that without being connected to Krsna we are zero, like a spark in the fire the fire is very nice to see, but if the spark come out of the fire it has no value. That is a fact, what value has a spark outside the fire. Prabhupada is of course right. He know how to make this spark to shine again by connecting to Krsna, by serving our spiritual master in expanding Lord Caitanya's sankirtan movement. So yes, to not become like zero we need to be in the fire of devotional service. But fire is hot so we need to be purified in order to be there. And the place for purification is in the association and service of the devotees.
I'm just a regular member of a small congregation doing something. There are devotees all around the world, god brothers and god sisters who are doing amazing things. All glories to these devotees. And all glories to you Maharaj. I pray that I can stay in that association for the rest of my life, and I'm hoping for your blessings to do so. We know you want this movement to spread and progress. I don't know how much I'm helping you in that, and if there is something special you want me to do, please say so.
But so far I'm staying on the boat, and you are the captain, so please keep one eye on me and throw a rope of mercy around me so I will not be thrown overboard when there are storms. Srila Prabhupada said that we can expect Krsna’s mercy, but not expecting immediate liberation from trouble, rather than continue your own service, despite hardship and problems, with humility.
I very much appreciate that we could have your association through Zoom during the pandemic. In one sense we have more darsans than ever. Sometimes I have a feeling of
Loneliness and that is something I'm still trying to get used to. You said at one meeting that you want us to try to see the hands of Krsna in this world, and really approach Him as a person. That helped me when I meditated like in everyday life situations.
I wish to see you soon, and drive around with you to some program in Sweden and listen to your kirtan sand try to absorb myself in your instructions.
Your servant, Bahulasva Dasa
Batu Gopal Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
Dear Guruji,
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
In his prayers to Sri Guru, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says:
kabe heno kṛpā, labhiyā e jana, kṛtārtha hoibe, nātha! śakti-buddhi-hīna, āmi ati dīna, koro' more ātma-sātha
When will such mercy (to chant the holy name constantly) fall upon this one who is weak and devoid of intelligence? Allow me to be with You.
The hankering I feel or for that matter any disciple feels to be in your association and soak up all the taste you have for the holy name is always there. But not all are fortunate to always be in your holy association.
I remember I got initiated in 2007 and many things have changed since then. My name changed, the two rounds of neck beads changed to three, saffron cloth came and that too changed and after 14 long years my mind hasn’t changed yet, it still wants to eat the stool of material sense gratification, not that I am not trying to give it up, but it is just so strong, I have passed the test to resist on many instances and failed miserably in a lot of them. But I am sure that by hankering for your association like Srila Rupa Goswami says that we need to be āśā-bandha, that we have to have hope against hope and then Krsna will smile upon us seeing our meagre endeavour and thereby we will be eligible for His mercy as you have quoted Lord Brahma’s prayers many times from the 10th Canto, chapter 14 of the Srimad Bhagavatam:
I hereby pray by quoting a few lines from Bhaktivinoda Thakura:
“That Lord Krsna is yours. You have the power to give Him to me. I am simply your servant running behind you begging and shouting, "Krsna. Krsna!”
(Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Ohe Vaisnava Thakura).
Give me Krsna, give me Krsna.
Thank you very much to be a part of your entourage.
Your servant, Batu Gopala Dasa
Caitanya Lila Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisance in this auspicious day. All glories to you, all glories to Srila Prabhupada.
A whole year has gone by and despite the current circumstances of this world, thanks to Lord Krsna, an event like your Vyasa-puja, comes in to remind us of what is really important here. Last year due to restrictions, we managed to get together just another devotee and I, to try to commemorate such occasion. I had been waiting for that day to install at home, the Gaura Nitai deities that I had got the year before in Vrindavan when we went with you on Parikrama in Vrindavan. So, that day with the instruction of the head pujari from Melbourne temple, we tried to perform such act. I beg you for your blessings that I can try to keep serving them nicely, not just at home, but wherever I go, in any place and circumstances, bringing with me their mercy if I can be such carrier.
It is said that we celebrate the Vyasa-puja of the spiritual master because the spiritual master, is the representative of Vyasadeva, to teach us transcendental knowledge and elaborate about the Lord’s pastimes. Thank you Maharaj for presenting these teachings in such a manner that is inspiring us and are easier to understand for simple minded people like me, to the degree that I can comprehend things.
As in every situation, there are pros and cons, and even though we have been deprived of your physical presence in many places around the world for the last 12 months or so, at the same time, this has brought us closer not just to one particular group in a particular time. But to all of us around the world, with your weekly Zoom meetings; which for sure, has been our saving grace. I like to think that this is a bit similar as when Lord Caitanya was appearing simultaneously in various kirtan parties at the same time and each particular group thought he was only appearing to them. Now with the favour of technology, you appear in our screen party every Friday or Saturday depending on where we are in this world. I hope I can use this analogy without offending anyone.
Thank you for personally guiding us through the rough times, with amazing stories to meditate for the whole week ahead, but also by teaching us how to keep our minds and bodies healthy, and motivated to increase our endeavours for cultivating spiritual life.
Thank you for sharing that human part of you and being so open and transparent about personal stories, without one disregarding your transcendental position.
Praying that by your mercy I may always remain in a community of devotees, trying to serve the mission of Srila Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya under your guidance.
Your aspiring servant, Caitanya Lila Devi Dasi
Dainya Bodhika Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
My dearest Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
On this auspiscious day of yours, I wish you a Happy Vyasa-puja Guru Maharaj.
Words are not enough to thank you for accepting me as your disciple and for caring so much for me.
Having you as my spiritual master is a blessing. Each time I am in a dilemma or in any difficulties, you always help me either through your lectures, or through devotees who are close to me. And I am sincerely grateful for all that you do for me.
Very often in your lectures you mention that you have received great blessings and mercy for what you are today. And I believe that it is through that same blessing and mercy which you share with us, made us what we are today. Being the representative of Krsna, you appeared in this material world to take us back home, back to the spiritual world. This promise that you have made to bring us back to Godhead has touched my heart.
Though I am not a qualified one, still I pray to Krsna and Srila Prabhupada that I always do my best to have the service attitude and I always serve you till my last breath. Please keep blessing me so that I can follow all your instructions, become a good devotee and help in pushing the mission of Srila Prabhupada. Please mould my life in such a way that I become humble and compassionate towards all living entities.
Your eternal servant, Dainya Bodhika Devi Dasi
Damodara Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my most humble obeisances to your lotus feet. All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
It has been over a year without your personal association. My spiritual life has been a struggle. Your live kirtan and classes made a big difference as I was spiritually re-energised for a few weeks. Thank you very much for making time to give online classes and meetings. It has helped a lot to deal with the corona pandemic more positively.
I have not been able to do much devotional service lately. My stay in rural area is ending in the next two or 3 months then I can join devotees doing harinamas on a regular basis.
Your unqualified servant, Damodara Dasa
Dawjee Nunkoo
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. Jai Srila Prabhupada.
On this auspicious day of yours, I wish to thank you for having accepted a fallen soul as me at the dust of your lotus feet. It has been almost 2 years that we haven’t had your personal association in Mauritius. A few years back, Prabhu Vyas-Krsna asked me to come to the temple as you would be coming. This was the first time that I had actually danced in any kirtan. It was so energetic that you had made the whole temple vibrate with joy. I had also attended a program at the Bhagavad-gita Centre at Solferino. The lecture you gave there had actually caught my whole attention and this is when I started feeling a connection if I may say.
Two years back when you talked to my parents and myself at Krsna Balaram Mandir at Bon Acceuil, I felt very blessed when you accepted me as an aspiring disciple. Dear Guru Maharaj, I am trying to be more and more serious in my spiritual life. On this auspicious day, I beg you to guide me towards a better spiritual life so that I can be of any minute use in Srila Prabhupada’s mission. I pray to the Lord that He provides you with lots of courage, strength and good health to be able to preach around the world. I hope to have your association soon in Mauritius with your rocking kirtans and enchanting lectures.
Hare Krsna, Your fallen servant, Dawjee
Denis Mali
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obesiances. All glories to your divine service, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Although I'm in your family for a short time, you are still blessing me with soft hearted, no deviated mercy. We can definitely see, how you give a lot of attention and affection to relationships with devotees. Once you said, that you were chanting more than 16 rounds and it was very enlivening for you. Still it had a price in other aspects. And that is relationships with devotees. You described a story, when once, devotees were with you and you still had some rounds to chant. So you gave your focus on chanting and devotees had to leave for this reason. You noticed that this is strange and not so good, so you reduced rounds and putted your heart, focus and affection more to relationships with devotees. This is amazing, very inspiring and enlivening.
As Srila Prabhupada is your idol, you are in many ways my role model. Especially because you truly ‘Walk your talk.’
I hope that through time and through life, my devotion to Krsna, Srila Prabhupada and you Guru Maharaj, will grow, strengthen and develop into a grown devotee relationship.
Thank you for being surrendered to Krsna. Thank you because after so many difficult situations you had in life, you are still going on. Thank you for being intelligent and deep. Thank you for being kind and merciful. Thank you for being an example acarya, so we can see how to live and handle life properly. And especially thank you for being a big time sankirtana bhakta.
Hare Krsna Trying to be your humble servant, Denis Mali
Devakinandana Ramphul
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
Dear Srila Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you and your glorious lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada,
On this occasion of your Vyasa-puja celebration I wish you a happy Krsna conscious birthday. I would like to thank you for being part my life. Dear Srila Gurudeva, words are not enough to describe your glorious qualities. You always encourage others to be engaged always in nama sankirtana.
My dear Gurudeva, on this auspicious occasion of your vyasa-puja celebration I pray to you to please bless me that one day I may become an instrument for Srila Prabhupada and Lord Gauranga Mahaprabhu's movement.
I also pray to Lord Krsna to protect you from this pandemic so that we can get more of your association. I pray to Krsna that you will come to Mauritius.
Happy Birthday Guru Maharaj.
Your most fallen servant, Devakinandana Ramphul
Devarsi Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
This year has been a year of ups and downs. But if there is anything that stands out from everything then it would definitely be my initiation ceremony from last year. I would like to extend my appreciation and gratitude for allowing me to be your disciple, and having that privilege of a wonderful spiritual master such as yourself.
One of the downs of this past year has been the current pandemic and due to this there has been many restrictions. However, there can never be restrictions in connecting with you. Whether it is listening to your wonderful classes on You Tube or our amazing time spent in sanga via Zoom. So my point being is that actually I am very happy that Krsna allowed this pandemic to occur, as it has strengthened our relationship, and brought me to a realisation that I should always forever cherish my time with you, god brothers and god sisters and never take you for granted. Since every time that we meet could be the last.
Your insignificant servant, Devarsi Dasa
Devina & Kewandath Rughoonauth
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
We are very thankful that by the mercy of Lord Krsna we are blessed to have you as our spiritual master. Being in your presence always with your teachings, guidance, melodious kirtans and association uplifted our sadhana bhakti.
We are very fortunate to be in your shelter Guru Maharaj. We can't forget the first time we met. It was like a dream comes true because we struggled a lot to get your darshan. It was the most precious time ever because association with you even for a few seconds is a great blessing. Thank you millions of times Guru Maharaj for guiding us to become better devotees. We humbly pray that on your auspicious Vyasa-puja day we are able to serve you by pleasing Srila Prabhupada.
We will pray to Srimati Radharani for your good health and that you continue to rescue fallen soul like us who have been entangled in this material world.
Your fallen servants, Devina Rughoonauth & Kewandath Rughoonauth
Dhanistha Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
My dear Gurudeva,
Hare Krsna,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
On this glorious day of your appearance, I would like to thank Krsna and you for all your kindness, your shelter, blessings, prayers, trust and wonderful association. And of course for accepting me in your loving family and the movement of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
I always think that ever since I meet you my life is blessed and I’m no longer alone in this world, I’m completely grateful to you for always guiding me and for your patience. I realise that without the mercy of the spiritual master it is not possible to continue in the path towards Krsna. We can read and chant but without the light of the spiritual master, we cannot advance in this path, or even being fixed in our devotional service, or understand Srila Prabhupada’s books correctly.
I admire your personality and the loving example that you give us in every class, every meeting, every kirtan, and every word. It amazes me how big your love for Krsna and Srila Prabhupada is. Everytime you honour Prabhupada and his disciples is a refreshing nectar.
I'm looking forward to meeting you and celebrate with family, I pray to Krsna that time allows me to visit you soon wherever you are Gurudeva.
I hope one day I can serve you as a first class devotee.
All glories to you, All glories to your lotus feet, All glories to my god brothers and sisters, Jaya Srila Prabhupada.
Your servant, Dhanistha Devi Dasi
Dhira Krsna Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
My dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my most humble obeisance at your lotus feet. All glories to your divine grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Gurudeva, your powerful kirtan was my first attraction to you and then, I admired your life story that you were seeker of the truth, very intelligent and courageous to reject the material way of life. On the contrary, I contemplated on, studied and advocated for socio-economic development believing that would solve the human suffering.
In my first encounters at New York Ratha yatra, you touched my heart with your warmth. When you very kindly accepted to give me your shelter, you instructed me to contemplate on the meaning of my life and to study the Nectar of Devotion. These instructions were complete and exactly what I needed. In short, Srila Prabhupada woke me up from the slumber of misdirected civilization; you came as a bona-fide representative of Krsna for my rescue. I am eternally grateful to you, Gurudeva, Srila Prabhupada and the entire guru-parampara for providing this shelter.
Receiving this divine gift would not have been possible without the association of numerous vaishnavas and, most importantly, their divine qualities. I pray to all the vaishnavas for their mercy, as you emphasize, without which advancement in bhakti is not possible.
Every day I begin with offering the day to you, Guru Maharaj. However, I have been ending most days by saying, “Gurudeva, it was not much of an offering, but I will try to improve it tomorrow.” Most days, I am unable to add any more fuel to the fire of pure devotional service. One day, I hope to please you with my service.
Guru Maharaj, I am inspired every day by your words such as, “I am looking for people who live very consciously and become very strong in their conviction and independently thoughtful.”
To me, it is a herculean task to transition from being selfish to selfless and from the mode of passion to the mode of goodness, and to chant the holy name offenselessly that awakens my natural love for Krsna. For someone who has lost relationship with his own inner self while treading in the jungle of sense gratification, it is near impossible to imagine a relationship with the Supreme Lord.
Today, with yours and other vaishanava’s mercy, and with my determination, I vow to improve and make progress in my sadhana.
On this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I wish a good health and many more Krsna conscious years.
Happy Vyasa-puja, Maharaja.
Your aspiring servant, Dhira Krsna Dasa Washington, DC
Finding happiness amidst struggles
In the material world, people are suffering everywhere. They may project an image of great success and they may tell themselves so – yes, I am a success. I am very successful in my life, but it is very thin. Very thin. Thin eyes, very thin eyes. It is not very strong. Therefore, their conviction, their happiness, is not very strong. The vaisnava on the other hand is happy, happy because they are trying to be free from sinful activity. That is a cause for happiness because everything is auspicious there. Because we are walking on the path of purity, it leads to a perfect destination. Therefore, there is happiness. Yes, we are also suffering from cold feet. Yes, we are also suffering from a mask that suffocates us. Yes, we are not free from suffering as yet, but still, we are happy. Because that suffering is insignificant. We have the gift of Golokera prema dhana, harinama sankirtana. We have the wealth of the spiritual world; we have the gift of the fruits of love of God!
Dina Tarini Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
On this very auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I sincerely pray to Lord Krsna to keep you in good health. I bow down at your lotus feet endlessly, and take shelter there eternally. Please allow me to take the dust from your lotus feet and place it upon my head for added protection.
When I first saw you in Amritsar, I knew right away that you are my spiritual master. Your enthusiasm and energy instantly got me in ecstasy that I have never experienced before. Tears came from my eyes and that feeling was really inexplicable. I am most fortunate that I have found you Guru Maharaj.
Your energetic kirtans are amazing. They bring me joy and cleanse my heart. You are my eternal father, my spiritual guide, my mentor. You are completely detached from bodily concept. You are very kind, very merciful and always showering us all with your endless blessings. We all had a very blissful yatra with you in 2019 in Vrindavan that I will never forget. Your behaviour exemplifies the true meaning of a servant of a servant. In Vrindavan you were feeding us with a lot of spiritual knowledge form our previous acaryas and about the beautiful pastimes of Krsna and Srimati Radharani along with a melodious kirtan that I really enjoyed.
Srila Gurudeva, you are the real acarya because you have complete faith in the instructions of your spiritual master and all the previous acaryas. By your personal example, you showed how a devotee should always be involved in reducing the suffering of the living entities. As it is stated in Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.62, ‘That the bonafide spiritual master’s concern is how the devotees who surrendered to him as a representative of the Lord may make progress in the devotional’. You always exhibited that mood by always asking your disciples to engage in devotional service in this whole life time then everything will work out to be wonderful. You always wanted to serve Srila Prabhupada by your uninterrupted service towards him as a result of that your are preaching the message of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu all over the world with full of your ability as Srila Prabhupada has stated in Srimad Bhagavatam 5.18.22 “The special mercy of the power to preach is given to a devotee who does not want anything material from his spiritual master but only wants to serve him.”
You always wanted your disciples to be in Iskcon and serve in the association of devotees always. As Srila Prabhupada mentions that, it is an illusion to think that you can become Krsna conscious outside of Iskcon. You are a perfect spiritual master because you are giving us same instructions as it was given by Srila Prabhupada. It is said that a pure devotee is just like a cow because wherever the cow will go, her business is to give milk so she will deliver milk, in the same way you never discriminate between your disciples you preached and enthused everyone for preaching the glories of Krsna, Srila Prabhupada and Iskcon.
Guru Maharaj, you do not need our glorification. However, by your causeless mercy we get the opportunity to attempt to glorify your exalted personality. Your kindness towards everyone is beyond description. You are personification of determination and perfect example of a disciple. Your service for Srila Prabhupada and for Iskcon can’t be expressed in words.
I am praying for your mercy so that my love and devotion for your instructions will develop and increase unlimitedly. I pray that I may never deviate from your instructions. “It is said by Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura that “By Immediately offering obeisance unto spiritual master and by following his directions, the student becomes advanced.” (SB 5.1.36). I offer you unlimited dandavat pranams unto your divine lotus feet. Whole heartedly, I pray unto you. “Oh My Lord! Oh my spiritual master. Please use me as an instrument for your service.” I am fortunate because you have accepted me as your disciple. I always pray to Lord Krsna to keep you in a good health. All glories to you on this very auspicious day.
Your most unworthy servant, Dina Tarini Devi Dasi Amritsar, Punj
Doyal Govinda Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Thank you very much for once again giving me the opportunity to write you an offering which I like to start with a request.
Maharaj, please let me dance. A few weeks ago you blessed our home again with your presence and you mentioned the adventure we had in South Africa. You are waiting for me to dance again but it is only possible by your mercy and empowerment. I am too much afraid of making mistakes, seeing myself as not capable, learned enough, not musical enough, it is simply not enough I can offer but by your divine will, I can dance. I am also too disturbed which direction I should follow, where I should put my energy, where my heart is. I am missing the bulls and cows in the holy land like Mayapur, Vrindavan and Govardhan Eco village.
On the other hand I have relationships with devotees around Heidelberg. My work gives money but it gives not the freedom of time. Always there are advantages and disadvantages, so I am lost with thoughts and worries. The only remedy is falling at your lotus feet, expressing my helpless state and pleading for guidance. Please lift me up and let me dance. I am aware that you played already the ball to me but I immediately passed it back to you, being afraid of losing it and telling myself that I am not good enough. I do not want to hide in my comfort zone but make steps out of it and you paved already the way. Once again I beg for your blessings, as you described in Under the desire tree, the blessings of the spiritual master are a much greater wealth. Nothing will work without the blessings and as you mention, that the blessings are the principal factor, best, those of the whole sampradaya.
In this way my offering to you is, that I cultivate a deeper alignment to your desires. You are a lion on the chase, You travelled several times the whole world, my moon is in Libra and I am not so sure about so much travelling, so we are quite different in character but if you like me to do, I will do.
Most of all, there is the spirit of preaching, sharing and doing something for the mission. This amazing spirit of yours and also your humbleness (despite all the discomfort we offered you at our place), huge heart, love for your spiritual master and Srila Prabhupada is to cultivate. Please forgive my offences in this and especially in previous lives. With your own prayer from page 20 in Under the desire tree, “I like to come to an end with deep gratitude and a heavy heart in which authenticity is lacking. “ I pray that I can embrace the desire of my spiritual master, not only externally but wholeheartedly, and make them my own.
Your servant Doyal Govinda Dasa
Elisha Patel
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Dear Maharaj,
A very happy Vyasa-puja appearance day to you. Thank you very much for your weekly Zoom association. I like it because it provides me with devotee association through the internet. I find what you say very interesting and easy for me to relate it into in my life. I appreciate your association even though it is difficult for you to be on the computer all of the time.
I pray that you remain in good health. I look forward to your association in the future when you come to the UK.
Your servant, Elisha Patel
Gaura Kishore Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj, I offer my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and the vaishnavas.
I always pray to Sri Sri Radha Krsna to give you forever Krsna consciousness and be always a pure devotee of Lord Sri Sri Gaura Nitai and the best of health so that you can serve Lord Krsna nicely and can deliver us - the most fallen souls. It does not very much matter if we did not get delivered but for the sacrifices you've done for us and the world I pray to Lord Krsna in this birth you go home, back to Godhead. Maharaj I am not qualified to give to you or any devotees’ blessings.
Once in Melbourne when you were on crutches I asked you, "Why don't you pray to the Lord to get better?"
You said, "I cannot ask anything from the Lord - If you wish you can pray to the Lord to give me better health." So I did.
Maharaj by your permission I pray again to Lord Krsna to fulfil your wishes to be successful in your undetakings. I made so many mistakes in the past and present, knowingly or unknowingly and you have forgiven me. I thank you for the mercy, forgiveness, kindness and care.
I may forget you but you are always remembering us devotees like a turtle meditating on its eggs to be hatched and return to the ocean safely. We are separated externally but internally we are close as servant and master, as spirit souls.
We are still living as devotees by your mercy and Krsna's mercy.
Your business is to spread this Krsna consciousness around the world, as your servants we are trying to fulfil your wishes and may Sri Sri Radha and Krsna purify and protect us.
Happy Birthday Guru Maharaja and See you soon.
Hare Krsna to you, Hare Krsna to you, Hare Krsna to Guru Maharaj Hare Krsna to you.
Thank you for everything.
Yours sincerely, humble servant of servants, Gaura Kishore Dasa
Gaura Narayana Das
Dear Guru Maharaja,
Please accept my humble obeisance, all glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to Srila Jai Advaita Swami.
I always feel dwarf when it comes to glorifying you but especially at this time of the year when the times comes to offer you something, I feel so insignificant that I genuinely feel that I have nothing to offer, to the point that I feel I don’t want to write an offering as I have nothing to offer, like a kid who is always hesitant to show his report card to his parents because he always fails or gets just grace marks in the exam but every time I have to convince me that this time is not about me but about you.
The focus is not on my insignificance but your glorification and I try to gather some courage to glorify you.
You have always said that you are looking for genuine friendship from your disciples, you want your disciple to be your genuine friend. Kavi Karnpura mentions in Caitanya Chandrodaya natak that for friendship to exist the primary condition is to receive the mercy of the lord. When Nityananda Prabhu sends a message to Advaita acharya that he would bring Caitanya Mahaprabhu to his house, Advaita Acharya starts dancing and says ‘’ Nityananda! Nityananda You have concurred my heart’’.
In this relationship you have been doing everything that it requires for this to be a genuine relationship, by lord’s mercy we met and you have given Krishna to me with all your heart. It just me who is lacking in reciprocation but as you have said that those who are naturally strong carry the weak, I feel no shame to admit my dearest Guru maharaja that I am the weakest of all in the family and as you have been kind to me, I beg to remain at your lotus feet to carry on in this spiritual journey.
Hare Krishna
Your aspiring servant Gaura Narayana Das
Geeta Bhayroo
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Kadamba Kanana Swami Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisance on your divine Lotus feet. All glories to you on this very auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja. All glories to Srila Prabupapada.
With your mercy I have overcome some hurdles and am surely advancing in my spiritual journey. Thank you for accepting me as your disciple via email. I am patiently looking forward for initiation.
I look forward to online class and enjoy and cherish every moment.
With love and devotion. Your aspiring servant, Geeta Bhayroo
Giridhari Puja Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
Beloved Spiritual Master
Please accept my sincere respectful obeisances. All glories to your merciful lotus feet, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
As it is described in the 11th Canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam:
ācāryaṁ māṁ vijānīyān nāvamanyeta karhicit na martya-buddhyāsūyeta sarva-devamayo guruḥ
One should know the acarya as Myself and never disrespect him in any way. One should not envy him, thinking him an ordinary man, for he is the representative of all the demigods.
(SB 11.17.27).
You have accepted your Guru Maharaj as your beloved father and He personally guides you to lead your disciples in the same manner as he has mentored you. You have helped your Guru Maharaj represents Srila Prabhupada by your actions words and deeds. You have planted a seed in your beloved disciples who are very dear to you, having taken shelter of your lotus feet. I pray on this most auspicious day that we may forever be indebted to your mercy and always seek shelter in your divine grace. And may we always reside and never depart.
You are an embodiment of the Bhagavad-gita. You have been personally taught by your Guru Maharaj all that he acquired from our beloved Srila Prabhupada. And you are teaching all your followers the same way. To always remember Krsna and to never forget Him. As Srila Prabhupada writes in the nectar of devotion. That the only regulative principle is to always think of Krsna and to never forget him. We pray that may you guide our minds and may we forever follow in your footsteps in serving the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada and vaishnava community.
Happy Vyasa-puja day Guru Maharaj. Inspiring from even a small amount of association, by your example, you have personally inspired myself, and many others worldwide in the performance of the most auspicious sacrifice of sankirtana-yajna. You have attracted myself and many to hear more about Krsna through hearing your lectures. Lastly, your extraordinary life stories have always been source of inspiration and an example for strong faith and perseverance for the Lord. Thank you Maharaj.
Remaining your humble daughter, Giridhari Puja Devi Dasi
Girivaradhari Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
Dearest Guru Maharaj, Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
We are very grateful that we continuously get your association through the weekly Zoom meetings. This is a true blessing during the Covid pandemic period. We thank you for constantly engaging and inspiring us in our spiritual growth. By listening to your wonderful ecstatic kirtans and lectures, it gives us strength to fight with material life and worldly affairs. Krsna consciousness is the only bank balance we carry with us at the end of this life.
It has been just over a year since we moved out from South Africa to Canada. We have a small group of devotees here in Winnipeg. But we meet virtually online on almost daily basis by having japa sessions in the morning and then in the evening we have Gaura Aarti, followed by Nrsimgha-Deva prayers. Also, we are currently involved with reading the Krsna book at night. We just finished reading Srila Prabhupada’s – Your ever well-wisher. And we pray that we will continue reading and relishing more of these books, the sweet nectar given to us by Srila Prabhupada. Also, we have online kirtan sessions once every month with Calgary temple devotees. It starts in the morning till the evening followed by a lecture. So, we are glad that we are engaged in remembering Srimati Radharani and Krsna. And all of this has been possible through your mercy and blessings.
We pray that we always stay in your shelter. We would like to thank you once again for being a very strong pillar of spiritual strength in our lives.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Jayadvaita Swami. All glories to Srila Kadamba Kanana Swami.
Your humble servants, Girivaradhari Dasa, Prema Mayi, Manhar & Nimai
Gita Gamya Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeiscances at your beautiful lotus feet. All glories to our Srila Prabhupada.
So one of my first few times getting your association you were kind enough to allow me to attend your Vyasa-puja ceremony at Mother Navedita's home. I barely knew you then and had just jumped into the deep end of Krsna consciousness and it didn't take long before I realised what an actual intimate event it was and that I may have been a step further out of place than I already drastically was.
But I will never forget hearing these offerings being read, one of the first among them dear Tirumala's. And I just remember thinking, wow, these disciples love Maharaj so much. And either it's just a really unusual group of devotees or he has really climbed deep into their hearts by extraordinary means.
Then when everyone was coming around to offer obeisances, I became so curious. I felt the deep, personal relationships of appreciation and felt so incredibly fortunate that you had allowed someone like me to be there. Why? When I came around, you smiled and accepted my thanks so warmly and friendly. Once you had acknowledged me, I remember feeling so embarrassed and grateful.
Similarly, when I first met you on my way to get Maha with mother Radhanath, which was really just an intuitive adventure. I felt your presence there as we started to head up stairs and was almost exploding with energetic joy. But kept that undercover. I just couldn't understand why you were talking to me or acknowledging me.
It was your warmth and laser sharp vision; incredible radiance and evident magnanimity that I could physically feel enveloping me that left me stunned and speechless. I have no doubt that you are a transparent medium to the Lord by the force of your purity. I remember these days so nostalgically because, even though it’s not so long ago, there was an exciting and awesome feeling about it that I never want to forget, and I was kind of ignorant and braver in my enthusiasm to reciprocate with that intensity of inspiration you give.
I feel like it should be easier for me to talk to you by now, I feel like I should know you better by now, but it just isn't that way. I feel so embarrassed still when I think of you acknowledging my existence, so silly when I need to reveal my radically upside-down-muddled mind to you, so inadequate when I think of how far I have to go before I can be pleasing you or representing you the way that you deserve.
I feel I showed a much more confident and brave, detached version of myself than I really am currently. Now, I find myself almost trying to catch up to that fresh enthusiasm and curiosity I had.
It's still there in my heart, but I've become a bit neurotic and uncertain how to sincerely tap into it. Sometimes it seems like there is just so much impossibility and hurdles, mountains between me serving you and your disciples favourably and I don't understand how it got this way or how to ask for help (Sometimes even afraid to make the wrong moves, to do anything but chant and miss your association). These 'perplexities of life' really do happen without our desire.
Sometimes, my mind and senses try to degrade me to the borders of estrangement before some merciful seva offering comes round again and I get this cantering opportunity to realise where I am again in my service and growth towards you.
I don't really know if it's good at this point. So I'm praying to thank Krsna and Srimati Radharani for delivering me to your beautiful lotus feet, because I am so fortunate to have a spiritual anchor and gem of a pure devotee such as yourself as my number 1 inspiration and shelter. I am so grateful and happy about this.
I am praying for the divine guidance and association to help me sincerely align and favourably serve your mission and mood. I am so undeserving of the association of yourself and your elevated disciples, who are no ordinary bunch. The depth and authenticity of your loving, piercing, entrancing spontaneity has no match, it is quite mind-blowing.
You are the only reason that I can begin to try understand what it means - paramahamsa, a pure devotee who only addresses the purity in everyone, the Krsna in everyone. Who has so much space in his heart and mind for everyone. You really do genuinely inspire me Guru Maharaj.
I'm trailing far behind all your disciples, right at the back and choking on my heart. But you still won't leave me behind and try clear space for me to jump on board, beyond what I deserve. I don't know if you're trying to do the whole, 'Shove me out into the deep ocean waves on a boat,' Thing right now, and I can't accept it. I want you close to me, deeply ingrained, always, even though service and devotees, so I know that I'm not drifting away.
I'm sorry Guru Maharaj, for not meeting devotees' expectations on a number of fronts. For not serving your disciples all so well. For how much I am falling short in many arenas at present. For my poor surrender and inconvenient introversion.
I'm sorry that I am struggling with the austerity you have destined me, the potent medicine for letting Krsna set up in my heart. I am so incredibly fortunate and I just hope I can clear up in time to live up to this. I had some wonderful quotes to put in here but took them out because they stand out better on their own, the words of the acaryas are more wonderful and I couldn't assimilate them into my poor offering in time.
I see so many people suffering out in this world Gurudeva. There are so many people deeply trapped in cycles of ignorance and sense gratification and needing this incredibly rare gift you have shared with me and so many others to start the untangling. Prabhupada's disciples applied themselves in such a way that their determination and faith overrode any misconceptions of anything getting in their way of pushing this movement and process of divine love forward into the world for all to benefit. You are helping to bring this to the following generations for it to go on.
I hope that I can develop this determination, that I can develop the right heart, right thoughts that manifest into the right actions for all to benefit from Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya's mercy. Everybody needs Krsna and we don't have that much time, it's kind of urgent. I see this, so many people, yet I'm still here being distracted by my lowly/sensory attachments and desires, getting caught up in mundane activities. And not close enough in following you. Yes, it's a difficult patch for me currently and I can't hide that.
Anyway, I hope that I can soon enough get myself into a position to do a lot more for you my Gurudeva, and keep you close. You are so special, a rare and profound kind of loveable that just doesn't seem possible. I pray that I'll never let you drift away and you keep me fixed at your lotus feet.
Your undeserving and fortunate servant, Gita Gamya Devi Dasi
Gita Govinda Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna (very) dear Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Whoever had thought that we should face the Corona situation worldwide since end of 2019. Which changed a lot in everyone's life, thus also in the life of devotees. Moreover of those whose duty it is to preach all over the world, fully detached in the renounced order of life.
I mean the sanyasi's. Of course social media seem to be the solution to remain in contact with one's spiritual master. And some of the Guru's definitely might feel quite some relief in these days. However, you actually don't belong to that category, in terms of still trying to plan as much as possible Zoom meetings, video lectures, kirtans and so on all over the world to remain in touch with your disciples, with all the devotees in general.
I really admire your tireless dedication to Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu's sankirtana movement in this age of Kali. Your indestructible commitment to the instructions of your spiritual master, His Holiness Jayadvaita Swami, who brought the renovation and further development of Sri Sri Radha Govinda Temple in Brooklyn, New York under your care.
Your commitment to so many other projects like in South Africa and other countries, your sincere care and support in the further development of Krsna prema in the life of so many devotees in every town and village.
I mean your health has been the last years and still is an important aspect of special intention, you call it purification. Then the Covid positive situation last year from which you appearantly got cured, but now the high blood pressure problem get manifested. And still you are trying to find ways to continue preaching, often taking risks. But who can stop you? Not only because of being independent, unless the person’s name is Lord Krsna or Jayadvaita Swami. But mainly because of your nature to preach. The last time you were in Radhadesh, Belgium (for recovering after the Covid treatment) you couldn't wait to get out of your comfort zone: "I feel like I am retiring, sitting the whole day in my room like a place for elderly to retire". You counted the days to perform the outreach preaching again. You even bought a car in Germany for this reason, crossing hundreds of kilometres, sometimes even alone. Mother Nature is calling. "I must go, work for Prabhupada, for my spiritual master, for the pleasure of the devotees. Covid or no Covid." Despite the risky aspect these days. Actually no one can stop you.
Yes you are certainly a first class Prabhupada man Gurudeva, exemplary. Your dedication no one can surpass. Every day I come more and more to the realisation how much pious activities I must have performed in previous lives that Krsna brought you on my path, my spiritual master birth after birth. I sincerely hope and pray that Krsna allows you be with us for still some years to guide us in your amazing inspiring mood. One may call it selfish but what to do?
While I am writing this I think of the famous song "All I need is you," but naturally on the spiritual dimension. Yes Gurudeva we still need you. Regarding myself there is still a long way to go to develop the qualities you want me to have.
Yesterday I arrived in Zurich temple with a certain mission by your mercy and blessings. And I pray to fulfil this in a way that I still can gain some spiritual credits on my spiritual bank account.
Thanks for all, your support, guidance and inspiration, for increasing my faith in Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga, for your patience and all your efforts to make me fit to enter into Krsna's abode
Thank you so much. Your indebted servant, Gita Govinda Devi Dasi
Gita Lalasa Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Happy Vyasa-puja day.
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
A year that felt too long and too difficult, you made it easy by your weekly Zoom sessions, your massive archive of lectures, your books, your disciples and my japa beads that you have blessed.
A year that felt too unpredictable and out of control, you gave me stability by instructing us to stay on the transcendental boat, especially in the middle of it near the guru tattva, near Krsna.
A year that felt too miserable, you reminded me of all the blessings I already had in my life starting with a family where Krsna has entered deeply.
A year that felt ever-changing externally, you emphasised nothing ever changes because at the end of it all - Krsna is Supreme Personality of Godhead and we are his eternal servants.
A year where we couldn't celebrate festivals in their glory, you took me to a reality where I was pulling the cart of Lord Jagannath through the city by sharing your transcendental vision.
A year with physical distancing, you asked us to turn to the pages of Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita where we would come face to face with Krsna and His devotees.
Dear Guru Maharaj, when we connect with you things that are very difficult to do becomes easy to execute and overcome.
I have a long way to go, still where I seek your association before I seek material comforts and yet I pray selfishly that you keep pulling me towards you.
Yours insignificant and indebted servant, Gita Lalasa Dasi
Godruma Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj, dear Kadamba Kanana Swami,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
You are known to many as, “The rocking Swami.” Usually we think of it mainly in regards to your ability to performing huge through-the-roof-kirtans. But as you were visiting us in Ochelmitz this year and gave us the opportunity to be with you for quite some time, I was very lucky to get to know your other less widely known qualities better, which I think match also this very attribute of you being a rocking Swami - just from different angles.
First of all, I would like to thank you again very much for your kindness to visit us and bless our house with your very uplifting association and sharing your endless wisdom, grown through experience and lots of tapasya in devotional service. It was literally like the holy dham entered our house and with it came a lot of enthusiasm. I only know this feeling from visiting India and being on a parikrama.
You are able to see deeply in our hearts, which is not always so comfortable to me. I am used to be able to hide the ugly stuff and let people only see what I think is pleasant. But being with you means to always be confronted with the weaker points in my life. You rock my boat. You make me revaluate my thinking and show me ways of how I can become a better version of myself. And interesting enough, you give me very basic insights which seem to be not so transcendental but rather very down-to-earth.
Thoughts connected to my occupation as well as to what car I drive, my oversized shoes, the way we organize ourselves and so on. It is all kind of interesting to you and to give me your opinion or funny remarks about. There seems to be nothing you don’t have an opinion about, which is always backed by thorough study and often a personal experience.
Your care is much more than only focused on topics directly connected to Krsna but to basically everything. For you that is not at all something theoretical, something abstract, but rather a matter of time and mercy only.
I don’t know anyone who has a bigger influence on my general level of encouragement than you have. Because it seems to be unlimited, superhuman.
As it is the nature of the bhakti path, the encouragement we get from directly associating with you is also available in following your instructions. I see, that the more I trust you, the more my life becomes wonderful. It is not that you tell me what to do and I follow it blindly, rather you show me possibilities and the right approach in general which gives confidence and empowers me to one day become your worthy disciple.
Thank you very much for accepting me and encouraging me in the way you do. Please forgive me all my shortcomings and lack of sincerity. And please bless me that I become serious about spiritual life.
Your aspiring servant, Godruma Dasa
Gokularanjana Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Thank you very much for accepting me in your spiritual family. I very much appreciate the loving, caring, energetic and personal mood you radiate, which one day we may absorb too.
Last year I finally got the opportunity to serve you closely. It was so special to bring your prashad every day and to converse with you about so many topics. On my question how to plan my future, you jokingly gave the analogy that it won't matter much, because as long as I am busy in the material world I will get burned on both sides like a chapati. I trust in your cooking skills and beg you to once I am fully baked, to take me out of the burning material world and offer me to Krsna's lotus feet.
Looking forward to be cooked by an expert spiritual master and to be of any assistance in one of your offerings to Krsna.
Your servant, Gokularanjana Dasa
Gopali Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Time is flying and it has been 17 years since I met you. You have always been kind to me. You've been there through thin and thick and I would like to thank you for that. All that time you have been an infallible example of dedication and devotion to Krsna, a source of inspiration. Life hasn't always been peaches and cream, and if you were not there then I might not be Krsna conscious these days. But as a good friend you helped me to climb over mountains which were greater than my inner strength and abilities.
When I look back on my life, there are some choices I made and actions I took which I would have done differently if I could. But one thing I am sure of, one thing I would never change, I have no doubts about, is the service I was allowed to do for you. Every moment of it was a well-spent moment and I carry these jewel-like moments in my heart. If there is anything meaningful in life, then for me, it is service to you. I pray for the blessings to be constantly immersed in my service to you.
Your life and service to Krsna is changing lives and giving hope to lost and suffering souls. May Krsna give you all the necessary for blissfully serving Him and saving many more souls.
Your servant, Gopali Devi Dasi
Gurudasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Guru Maharaj,
All glories to you All Glories to His Holiness Jayadvaita Swami All Glories to Srila Prabhupada Please accept my humble obeisances Please keep your Lotus Feet on my head All Glories to your faithful disciples
I jump for joy about my greatest fortune to be an aspiring disciple of His Holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami.
A bona fide spiritual master, an external manifestation of the Super soul, a pure vaishnava, these are a few of the truths about him.
He is our life giving father.
He fully sees the potential and the lackings of his disciples.
He drip feeds his disciples the Absolute Truth to the extent they can positively handle to progress to ultimately becomes fully self realised.
He seemingly tolerates the lackings of his disciples but he is infact working so hard directly and indirectly to help the disciples overcome all their lackings so that he can give to Guru and Gauranga the best of the best.
He constantly meditates on Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s Sankirtan Movement.
Sankirtan is his very existence.
The acaryas are very proud of him.
His Spiritual Master and Srila Prabhupada have empowered him as a very important ground breaking revolution within this already started spiritual revolution, ISKCON.
Sri Nityananda Prabhu stands firmly empowering his Diksha and Siksha powers.
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu empowers his thoughts, words and actions. Lord Sri Gauranga also empowers every mantra when he sings the Holy Names in Kirtan.
Lord Shyamsundara empowers his immersion of Sri Vrndavana.
He is a transparent via medium of Lord Krsna and the parampara. Like the main telescope lens within the telescope he gives the disciples actual vision of the transcendence.
He is absolutely faithful to the teachings and yet absolutely relevant for time, place, circumstance and any given audience.
He is not a flatterer nor waters down any of Prabhupada’s message.
Yet he is not cold, callous, rigid or impersonal, on the contrary he is warm, merciful, versatile and a true personalist.
He can speak Bhagavatam at ease and does so very comfortably because he himself talks what he walks and walks his talk. He is a walking Bhagavat.
Regarding the spiritual institution, he has worked hard and still works hard.
Regarding the literature of Prabhupada and the acharyas, he has studied hard and still studies hard.
Regarding the distribution of the fruits of Love of God, he preached hard and still preaches hard.
Yet he is still so approachable, so humble, so pleasant, so unassuming, an ideal man, a loving saint.
I have seen him, I have heard him, I have witnessed him spread the Gospel of Lord Caitanya, I have also taken an initiation of His Holiness.
His Holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami Maharaja ki jaya.
Concluding words:
Gradually as my foggy consciousness becomes clearer I can see more and more that Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead loves me so much and has therefore sent me his pure representative.
Guru-tattva is inconceivable.
What Guru Maharaj is doing for me? What Guru Maharaj is doing for the disciples? And What Guru Maharaj is doing for the world is inconceivable?
My only tangible glorification is to simply attempt to eternally give my mind body and words at the Lotus Feet of My Spiritual Master and eternally beg for his mercy.
His Holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami Maharaja ki jaya.
Your servant, Gurudasa, a witness to your glory
Hamsa Avatar Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your divine grace, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Again I have an opportunity to meditate on your wonderful personality. Srila Prabhupada said that Krsna is simply wonderful, His acts are simply wonderful, His philosophy is simply wonderful, the devotees are simply wonderful. Devotees then replied: “Prabhupada is simply wonderful.” And you Guru Maharaj are simply wonderful follower of Srila Prabhupada.
We, our family, are now, by the Lord’s and His devotee’s mercy, at Mayapur dham. It is so nice to be here in association of the devotees. We have the chance to go to temple morning program every day. Beautiful darshans in the temple and prasadam is everywhere. We can go on harinama as well as and to take a bath in Ganga whenever we want.
I was missing a bit of some connection to book distribution, but then I met Durgam Prabhu who is arranging offerings and donation for the deities. He explained to me about the opportunity to give Srimad Bhagavatam set during a full moon day, which brings the highest perfection of life by returning to Godhead, as Srila Prabhupada said in his purports. So I with our Amala made that gift during Gaura Purnima and together with Durgam Prabhu we inspired another six devotees to do so also.
I was thinking how this wonderful benefit is spreading. Sukadeva Gosvami gave this opportunity of getting the highest perfection by giving Bhagavatam during Bhadra Purnima once a year. But Srila Prabhupada extend it to every full moon day of the year. He extended the mercy of Caitanya Mahaprabhu by his simply wonderful movement. The sincere followers of Srila Prabhupada, like you Maharaj, spread this mercy even further. Because of them we can have all we have now here in Mayapur and in all Iskcon communities.
You dedicated your whole life to Srila Prabhupada‘s movement. You have surrendered your body, mind, intelligence and words to service to your Guru. Moreover you inspire others to engage in the devotional service to chant the holy names. That is really simply wonderful.
Once in Los Angeles Srila Prabhupada said, “If it were not for the chanting of the mahā-mantra, you boys and girls could not do anything. In the West you have used so many drugs that you cannot accomplish anything. Chanting Hare Krishna has enabled you to get all these temples and devotees.
It is simply Krishna’s mercy and the chanting.”
Therefore, thank you so much Guru Maharaj, that you have given me this supreme opportunity to engage in the devotional service. Thank you that you still tolerate my faults.
I pray, that by your mercy I could please you and Srila Prabhupada one day.
Your servant, Hamsa Avatar Dasa
Harika Sharma
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
To our dear and simply wonderful, magical, loving caring, heartful and kind Guru Maharaj.
Please accept my humble obeisances and respects at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada, Millions of dandavat koti pranams.
Guru Maharaj, I do not have the intelligence or knowledge to say something as profound as the rest of our honoured god brothers and god sisters. However, all I want to say is thank you, a pure heartfelt thank you, a true thank you, a real thank you, a meaningful thank you, a simple thank you, a daughter to father thank you and a whole hearted thank you from the depths of my heart for giving me a wonderful instruction in my life, which was to serve here at the Manor.
Thank you for giving my useless life a purpose, I hope I can be deeply absorbed in this service, sincerely from my heart with your blessings, your mercy and your prayers. I hope I can always keep your instructions in my heart, reminding me to remain strong when things go wrong and also when things go right. Thank you for seeing my soul and helping me write a story in this loving service to you, Srila Prabhupada and Krsna. Thank you.
A small insignificant poem in Swahili, "Asante Sana." (Thankyou) for you
Asante Sana For giving me a purpose
Asante Sana For giving me an opportunity
Asante Sana For giving me a challenge
Asante Sana For bringing me closer to your lotus feet
Asante Sana For giving me this mercy
Asante Sana For giving me a chance to serve
Asante Sana For giving me Your Love and kindness
Asante Sana For giving us all your heart and soul
Asante Sana For giving us Krsna and Srila Prabhupada
Thank you dear Guru Maharaj for just giving your heart to us all fallen souls. Without your heart for giving how would fools learn to pray, to worship, to sing about the greatest gift of all love? Thank you for giving us all your love again and again. Lifetime after lifetime may we be attached to your lotus feet in loving service.
Asante Sana.
May Krsna always be with you. Jai Prabhupada.
Your humble servant Harika Sharma
Harinamananda Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
What a crazy year. It seem like the demons stepped up their game to keep us in illusion. But you - my saviour, my guardian angel and best friend rushed in to save me and also empowered me to assist you to fight back.
The challenges came in thick and fast:
• Being chastised in Mayapur by the GBC for doing Harinama
• Getting back to Australia and doing 2 weeks quarantine with no hope of going on the street.
• My foolishness of being over confident and becoming bewitched
• 6 months of harinama in lockdown Melbourne
• Escaping Victoria as an Iskcon fugitive
• Getting a van
I have no capacity to face or get through such craziness. But your serene expertise in getting me out of so many impossible situations shows I should just surrender unto you and try my very best to execute your order. But I fail again and again - having useless confidence fuelled by false ego making me think. "Guru Maharaja doesn't know, I got this."
Krsna is so kind to bring such a crazy situation into the world at the moment. It has forced me to run to you for shelter. I have never felt so close to you before. I remember even previously I used to see you many times in a year in different parts of the world. Such a fool I am I took it for granted. Now, your weekly Zoom meetings have become a lifeline. It's really tough being out there every day, I definitely get affected by the material energy. But after every class I feel cleansed and energised to go out for another week.
I kind of feel like Mrgari the hunter, who had no qualification or inclination towards spiritual life, who didn’t even know how to treat or interact with a saint like Narada Muni. Exactly like Narada Muni you told me to break my "bow" of plans and instructed me how to become free from illusion with the reassurance "Don't worry I will maintain you."
Like Mrgari, I didn’t really know what was going on and just following the plan of the great sage, I received the van, the money, the support and the ability to preach.
Guru Maharaja it's all yours and I'm just taking care of it.
Now when going out chanting, dancing and distributing books it feels like a constant miracle because I know you are there with me - protecting me, advising me and empowering me to spread the mercy of Lord Caitanya.
But the main thing that I pray for is the transformation of heart that Mrgari achieved, becoming surrendered soul at lotus feet of his spiritual master by chanting, dancing with great taste and pure love.
Your servant, Harinamananda Dasa
Hema Rawat
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisance. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada, May Lord keep you always and forever healthy.
Guru Maharaj, you have innumerable qualities. Certainly I am so fortunate to be under your shelter and mercy. It has been over a year I took your darshan at Kolkata airport and from that moment my spiritual journey had started.
Guru Maharaj, thank you for giving me initiation just day before your Vyasa-puja and for giving time from your busy schedule. Guru Maharaj, your lectures and ecstatic kirtan have been helping me in my spiritual journey and I can see how my life moves into right direction.
Guru Maharaj. However, I don’t deserve it but as I know you are very merciful, on this auspicious day, I would like to humbly request you to always keep me under your shelter and keep showing your mercy on me as due to your mercy I am on the right path. Guru Maharaj, thank you for helping me to develop a taste of devotional service.
Hare Krsna.
Your servant, Hema
Heman Ramphul
Dearest Guru Maharaj
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to his holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Although I do not have any qualifications at all to write or speak anything about your Holiness but due to your presence, May the Lord inspire me to speak something to glorify you Gurudeva.
I am feeling very grateful to have the association of your Holiness. Your presence always reminds me of one of the Lord’s statements from the Srimad Bhagavatam 11.14.16
“With the dust of my devotee’s lotus feet, I desire to purify the material worlds which are situated within me. Thus, I always follow the footsteps of my pure devotees, rapt in thoughts of my pastimes, peaceful, without any feelings of enmity, and of equal disposition everywhere." (SB 11.14.16).
Gurudeva, I strongly wish that with the touch of you holy feet, kindly make a complete transformation in this degraded and insignificant servant who is just wandering aimlessly in this material existence since time immemorial.
It is said that one who accepts this Krsna consciousness movement is very fortunate but more fortunate are those who get the mercy of someone like you who is the epitome of kindness, friendship, benevolent, compassionate and with many more transcendental qualities. Guru Maharaj, although I am most definitely unqualified to perform devotional service, I am sure that by your inconceivable mercy the Lord will never reject me.
Gurudeva, kindly show your causeless mercy on this most fallen soul and bless me so that I become qualified to perform unalloyed devotional service and become your instrument in serving our Iskcon movement.
Your most insignificant driver in London, Heman Ramphul
Indrabhatta Das & Gokula Taruni Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami Maharaj, All glories to His Divine Grace A C Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada.
We are indeed very grateful for another opportunity to wish you well on this auspicious occasion. Above all else, we pray that Lord Krsna will bless you with good health. In these murky times no one could ask for more. Those were heart-wrenching times for all of us when we learnt of your Covid-19 experience. Now that you have survived the ordeal, we pray that all will be well from here on.
We have another reason for being very grateful to you, Maharaj. I believe that our coming to Krsna consciousness is very much a gift from you. It’s a priceless gift. It all began with our first meeting at the Drakensberg retreat. Just as we arrived at the resort and saw you, Maharaj, your smile said it all. In that smile I saw someone loving, caring and inviting. For me that was a novel experience. What is even more touching to me is the knock-on effect it had on other members of my family.
Perhaps if we had not met on that most memorable day, I might have missed the boat of Krsna consciousness, and with me, others who are very dear to me. Thank you Maharaj.
Your servants, Indrabhatta Das & Gokula Taruni Devi Dasi
Indukanti Rai Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you Maharaj and all glories to your lotus feet, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Another year has passed. Another celebration has come. This time of the year helps me to reflect on my spiritual progress, if any, to reflect on my relationship with you and of course to reflect on all of your amazing qualities.
Happy appearance day dear Gurudeva. You are one year closer to spiritual world and Krsna. It’s a true celebration.
This year has been challenging to everyone in different ways. I really missed seeing you in Australia, cooking for you, singing and laughing with you or just playing karatals in a box for your new album. Still, our amazing family and you have made great efforts to be even more present online, that it felt as if you were not so far at all.
I’ve been listening some of your classes again and again, picking up all the little details and remembering your words. Those words and your voice would help me to fly through the days with ease and joy. Thank you for it. Thank you for again for finding ways to give even when material energy is trying to cover us more and more with fear of disease and death. Giving even when you were very weak, very far, very tired, or just very hungry.
“I was born in the darkest ignorance and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge.”
I reflect back on my short life before I met you, before I got initiated. It all seemed a mess that somehow got into an order and brought me to you. Your guidance, your support, your care and love has been more than I deserved. You have opened my eyes and still are to see my deepest truth as an eternal servant of the Lord. Your dedication to keep on preaching no matter what gives me motivation to do the same. Covid came with lots of restrictions, one of them was no singing in groups, which was of course devastating. Arjuna and myself then turned our kirtans into sound healing meditations. Krsna’s names always find a way to people’s hearts, no matter how many obstacles maya puts on. All we needed was enthusiasm and inspiration to keep on going. All by your mercy.
I apologise for not writing to you more often. I do it, but in my mind. I take pictures too (in my mind) and send it to you. However in reality I think, “I don’t want to bother him.” I’m sure that in some way or the other you receive some of it. Whenever you come into my dreams I feel as if you visited us in a real life. Every little presence makes a deep samskara, as a confirmation that it’s all ok and we just need to keep on going. Keep on chanting, keep reading and keep serving.
Dear Guru Maharaj, I pray that you continue on your mission, and that I can be at least a little spark to support you in that mission. I pray that you keep me in the shade of your lotus feet.
Your servant, Indukanti Rai Dasi
Induprabha Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Guru Maharaj
I offer my obeisance to you again and again. I have deep and heartfelt gratitude for your kindness in accepting me as your disciple.
Not long ago, I felt like an abandoned child even though I have received knowledge of the self and the body. And while I am expected to understand death, the loss of Bhakti Charu Maharaj, was most overwhelming and amongst the feelings of pain, I felt a longing for shelter. The day we spoke on Whatsapp, the day you said, “Yes, I accept you as my disciple,” was the day a certain pain in me lifted and I felt hopeful and protected.
Since that day, my spiritual life became unstuck, fun, and enthusiastic again. I quickly grew to eagerly follow your lectures and even started mining out your past classes and preaching and I struck gold each time. Your witty pragmatism, brutal honesty or remarkable logic drove home a ‘can do’ spirit in me and my spiritual life became a page in the voluminous pastimes of Lord Caitanya, by your kind mercy.
In you, Guru Maharaj, I see a strong but reasonable father, someone who has triumphed over many setbacks and someone whose conviction is matched by his youthful resilience.
On your Vyasa-puja day Guru Maharaj, I pledge to that I will follow your instructions as my life and soul, and I will follow your lead in faith and spirit.
Your servant always, Induprabha Devi Dasi
Jagadananda Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
As I sit here writing this offering I'm bouncing with excitement at the prospect of being used as an instrument of the Supreme mercy of Lord Caitanya. But where does this energy come from? How did Lord Caitanya's golden luminescent mercy appear in my heart and break the darkness of my ignorance? I can only say that it is by your divine grace. As the saying goes, "If I have seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants." This is not of course to say that I would dare place my dirty feet on your divine shoulders, rather you have lent me your transcendental vision and opened my darkened eyes and by that great mercy I can taste the Lord's mercy.
In the Srimad Bhagavatam 2.7.51, it is mentioned that, “The ripened fruit of the Vedic tree drops from one hand to another without being broken by falling suddenly from a high branch down to the earth." This resonates with me entirely, because as a child I could never reach the ripe mangoes on the highest branches and so had to use a long stick with a hook to bring them crashing down and they would often break on impact. Having this experience I feel fortunate to be under your shelter where you have brought the safeguarded fruit of love of God down through the ages, getting even sweeter as it passes through the hands of each master.
Again I ask, what taste do I have to relish this ever sweetening fruit? I am a jaundice afflicted being who knows only the dry and bitter taste of the material sense objects. How will I ever taste the nectar of the Lord's names and pastimes? But there you are as an expert physician daily administering medication in bite sized doses to revive my dried out taste buds. You are bringing us step by step back to our healthy state by inspiring us with your own personal example. You give us hope that it is possible everyday by emphasising; "Not just a process, no." Because a process alone is impersonal and we may miss the real medicine if we only try to follow a process.
Thus you recommend the person who is the cure. You encourage us to seek the association of Lord Krsna in our daily lives. Through chanting His names, by hearing about His pastimes and especially by serving His devotees. For me the foremost of those devotees is your divine grace. Serving you and your mission has become my life's goal. I may not always be fully aware of that mission. But in those rare moments when you do reveal it to me, I feel overwhelming blissful like I do right now. There is no time to revel in this feeling because it will not last if I try to hold onto it for myself. The only way to really taste it is to continue giving what has been received.
That is our mission, to be but humble channels dispersing the unlimited fruits of Lord Caitanya's mercy to every town and village. I don't know every town and village but I can start with this one where the water falls continuously, hoping that one day this river and your mercy will wash away the lifetimes of sediment in my heart.
Thank you for your inspiring blessing just to start where we are with what we have. I can make you this promise today that I will always make an effort to try. I know on my part I will fall short more often than not, but I pray to always have your mercy, like the falls continuously pours out its life giving mercy. I pray that you empower us to perform miracles wherever we go, and may that first miracle be the transformation of my heart.
Your ever aspiring servant, Jagadananda Dasa
Jagannatha Suta Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
The vibration of Kṛṣṇa’s flute is very aggressive, and it breaks the vows of all chaste women. Indeed, its vibration takes them forcibly from the laps of their husbands. The vibration of His flute attracts even the goddesses of fortune in the Vaikuṇṭha planets, to say nothing of the poor damsels of Vṛndāvana.
(Cc Madhya-lila 21.142).
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, in His divine intoxication, is revealing the potency of Kṛṣṇa’s flute to Sanatana Gosvami. The gopis just couldn’t resist the nectarean sound, coming from Kṛṣṇa’s flute. Going after it, searching for its source, while, without the slightest tinge of hesitation, simply leaving everything behind. With absolutely no consideration of any kind of material circumstances.
In the same way, when Nityananda was, on the instruction of Gauranga, preaching in the villages of Bengal, the khol was calling everyone to participate in the kirtan. And they did! Young boys jumping into the air, with no rest, no prasadam, for thirty days, just straight kirtan. Old men, they were dancing on the tips of the leaves, on the very ends of tree branches. Just how amazing is that? Some were uprooting adult trees, just imagine, now days a big machine is needed to accomplish such a feat. And relatives, that went looking for them also joined in. The whole villages just disappeared, and the thieves that wanted to take advantage of this situation also heard it in the distance and involuntarily, they just abandoned their plans and tagged along.
Then, half a millennia had passed. And again Kṛṣṇa, as Srila Prabhupada said, through him, wrote all the books. So Prabhupada’s pen acted as a flute, as a medium, through which the undeniable attraction of Kṛṣṇa’s lips was starting to inundate the whole world. Previously only those who were ready, were able to hear the transcendental sound. But not this time. This time, by the special mercy of a pure devotee, that song was being recorded in the written form so that even those who were presently not able to hear it, will eventually be able to rise and do so.
You, having an ear of an expert musician, were amongst those fortunate souls who heard the sound very early on, when the first notes were still resonating, halfway across the globe. And you followed it with the same vigour, the same conviction that was empowering the Gopis and the Bengali villagers. No concern, what would your father say. No fear what is going to become of off this daring decision. Just bold conviction, that doing so is the only way. And then, as you arrived at Vrindavana, Srila Prabhupada had just left. As you often say, how everywhere in Vrindavana, it seems as if Kṛṣṇa had just left that place a moment ago. In the Kṛṣṇa Balarama mandir you felt the same about Srila Prabhupada. One may think, oh, what a pity. But actually, just like Narottama Das Thakura, you used it as a means to perpetuate your devotional service. Deprived of vapu you had no other choice but to immerse in, and try to realize, the importance and potency of vani. And that was the basis of practical devotional service, for through service you got so much vapu, of all those exalted personalities. Now you are singing the ancient song of the guru parampara, selflessly passing on the mercy to everyone who comes into the vicinity of this transcendental sound vibration.
I beg you, please, somehow or other, make some use of myself in this most needed, glorious, loving work that is being done. Let us pick up the frequency and dedicate our lives helping others to tune in also.
Your servant, Jagannatha Suta Dasa
Jahnavi Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
I would like to share a few nice stories with you. The most beautiful memory with you is from Vrindavana from 2018 when we came for Kartik and travelled with you on parikrama. I had some doubts, what we would be doing there for a whole month. When my husband told you on Czech summer camp that we would like to come for Kartik and how long we should stay, you replied, “Whole month, I will take care of you.” We thought, “What a mercy, we are going the second time.”
In 2015 we stayed in Vrindavan only for 7 day, and we even got sick. But I was wondering how you would take care of us, we are not the only ones on parikrama. And then it came. We needed someone to translate your lectures. And we saw Madhupundit Prabhu, Radha Kanta Prabhu who helped. Jahnavi Candrika helped us to get registered for parikramas, Lila Sukha and her husband Dhristadyumna helped us with the parikramas. Nilacala with Caru Vinodh Prabhu who communicated with us very nicely.
I pray deep from my heart that we can again meet on such a nice parikrama and have your association. Then Govardhana puja took place, many people waited for prasadam, so we decided to go to our room and we took soup and vege-burgers. We do not even have halva like we used to have in Slovakia. Then the Czech devotees messaged us that there would be a small Govardhana celebration in Gurudeva's room in the evening, and that it would be a small private event. Suddenly 30 people were there, everyone brought some sweets, dried fruits, nuts, and that created a big feast. I again witnessed how you took care of us nicely. I thank you for that all again.
Here in Ekacakra we have a grhastha community during Covid as programs in the temple are not allowed. Thus we meet each Saturday in someone's home. We have sanga and our leader Murari Prabhu and we speak what we experienced the past week. After that we discuss some topic and that takes about 2 hours. Little feast follows, each family brings something sweet or salty. Me and Mukunda say that we have a Zoom meeting with you every Friday and Gopali translates and they all envy us that we can be there every week with our Gurudeva.
Our 2 and a half year-old-grandson Teo is with us during every sanga with you and he always wants to greet with Hare Krsna, to wave, and he plays next to us and listens to Gopali's translation and he repeats it. Again, thank you very much that you find time for us every Friday. In 2019 you were at Jagannath festival in Slovakia and we wanted to thank you that we could personally serve you those 2 days, we often think about it. That day we had an anniversary so we asked you if you could take a picture with us so we could have a nice memory and a gift.
I pray to Krsna that we could meet you as soon as possible and to be in your association.
Humbly and with respect.
Your servant, Jahnavi Devi Dasi
Jai Nitai Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Recently you were speaking about the community of love. I found this a very nice description of how vaishnavas are meant to be and live together and what they can give to the world. Because in the end everyone is searching for a community of love. By being a perfect example and by being very kind you give us access to this community of love, and you are welcoming anyone who wants to enter.
This is one of many examples, how you explain the teachings of the scriptures and our culture in a way that it becomes relevant, not just to us, but also to society at large. Who doesn’t want to be part of the community of love when he hears your descriptions? These descriptions become more relevant and more real to those who hear them, because you embody these descriptions and explain about them from the depths of your heart. By your example and your conviction a desire and hope for being part of this community arises. It is by your mercy that we can try to understand this community and the principles it is based on. You invite us again to be part of it, still, foolish as I am and being so uncultured, I only get glimpses of it. Thank you for not giving up on me, for being patient, kind and encouraging me again. Your encouragement is full of love. It is clear that I still have a long way to go, but your encouragement gives me hope.
I really miss the kirtans with you, also to meet you in different places and festivals I miss, of course I miss the Vyasa-puja festival with all your wonderful disciples and friends in Radhadesh. But I am very thankful for the online programs you give.
Since last year was quite different from the years before, I began to appreciate much more all the wonderful moments and experiences which were made possible by your mercy and generous nature. It is good to know what the real normal looks like in a weird world were we don’t know which turn it is going to make. I guess we will have to practice and preach the community of love, whatever happens and wherever we are, that’s what’s connecting us to you and Lord Krsna and His spiritual abode and that can save so many souls.
Your servant, Jai Nitai Dasa
Jamadagni Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
It’s getting close to a year since you kindly accepted me as your disciple. Last year, your trip to Brisbane got cancelled due to the pandemic. I thought, “Krsna knows when I am going to get initiation from you.” But you kindly initiated us via Zoom.
Since then, unfortunately the situation hasn’t allowed anyone to travel. But, we are so fortunate that you give so much of your association through whatever means you can. At least we get see you and hear from you nicely since the weekly Zoom online meetings had started.
But I was thinking, “Online is good but still not the same as meeting as someone in person.”
I have heard so many stores from our God family about how exciting it is to be with you in person. Either when you visiting our country or disciples meeting you in Vrindavan for Parikrama.
Then I was thinking, “Although I’m initiated for close to a year is there any changes in my life.” I went through each and every aspect of my life and especially my services. I can certainly observed a lot of changes in my life. Whatever services I’m doing, I’m feeling more attraction and commitment. They are slowly turning from responsibility that I have to do to responsibility that one I want to do.
I thought, “Wwell I have been doing everything the same that I was doing before.” It is the same physical and mental effort. Then what has changed? Then I realised, it is the mercy of parampara flowing through you. This is the power of parampara and potency of the spiritual master. He can deliver anyone, anywhere in the world even without personally meeting his disciple.
That’s how I was able to realise your presence in my life. Not only quality, even quantity of my service is increasing as I’m able to commit to more. I still want to do more. Now I am relatively comfortable to be more in the stretch zone than before. It is nothing but your mercy. It is your blessings. Saying that, I do long for your personal association. I am longing to receive personal instructions from you, chastisement from you. I want to serve you to best possible extent I can.
Recently, we were fortunate to host a senior God brother, who is a great sankirtana devotee, at our house. We spent some good time together and also went to a few ecstatic harinamas with him in Brisbane City. Just looking at his mood, his commitment and his surrender towards your instructions inspired me even more.
I thought, “Oh I have a long way to go. I need to follow Guru Maharaj’s instructions with more focus.” So I am praying to Radha Govinda to please give me strength and intelligence to do that.
Because I haven’t associated personally with you, I don’t get a lot of personal instructions. But I am trying to see instructions in every lecture of yours. All your instructions are there. It is just for me to follow them sincerely and hope they will please you in the heart.
yasya prasādād bhagavat-prasādo yasyāprasādān na gatiḥ kuto 'pi
By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of Krsna. Without the grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any advancement. Therefore, I should always remember and praise the spiritual master.
(Sri-Sri-Gurv-astaka, By Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura).
So, on your Vyasa-puja, I pray to Lord Krsna to give you a better health so that you can continue to deliver so many fallen souls like me and distribute the love of Caitanya Mahaprabhu throughout the world. I pray to Supreme Lord Govinda that I can dedicate this life to you, to Srila Prabhupada and to the parampara
I pray that I always be your humble servant wherever I am.
Your insignificant servant. Aspiring for your mercy, Jamadagni Dasa
Flooding with mercy
Srila Prabhupada would describe how sometimes during the rainy season in Mayapur, the Ganga is flooding its banks and the entire area goes underwater. And sometimes, Mayapur is almost two months in a lockdown underwater, imagine that! I remember spending some time in that flood during a year and it was quite an experience. We would have to swim from one building to another and we were not the only ones swimming. There were also cobras swimming to add some excitement. Some had rubber boats and the pujaris were taking the water and just using it by filtering it through the cloth and bathing the deities during the abhisekha on Radhashtami.
So I remember that flood vividly, and I also remember how Srila Prabhupada described that the floods in Mayapur symbolise the mercy of Lord Caitanya flooding the entire world. And that mercy of Lord Caitanya has reached everywhere. That mercy came through the disciplic succession, through the six Gosvamis, to Krsna das Kaviraj Gosvami, Narottama das Thakura, Visvanatha Cakravati Thakura and so on, up till the present date – Srila Prabhupada – and here we are! That knowledge has touched the lives of so many people and everything has changed. Suddenly, everything has become auspicious. Suddenly, we are walking on the blessed path. Even those who are touched only a little, they become blessed!
Jay Kesava Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear guru Maharaj,
Please accept my respectful obeisances. All the glories to you, All the glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All the glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Thank You very much for everything you do for me, I am a great fool, but by your grace I can gradually begin to understand my true position as a tiny servant of servants. A disciple can never pay his debt to a spiritual master, but I pray that I will still be able to do at least some small service for you and never lose your favour.
I am not even able to appreciate your greatness and magnanimity in a correct and sufficient way.
The spiritual master is the personification of the mercy of the Supreme Lord. Like the Lord, the spiritual master is an ocean of grace and helps us reach the shores of the ocean of grace. Sri Krsna.
Your insignificant and very fortunate servant, Jay Kesava Dasa
Jayadeva Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
When I met you the first time, it was 2002 or 2003. I was picking you up from Munich airport to drive you to Simhachalam. I met you as a kind and friendly person, and I had this experience repeatedly when I met you throughout the years.
When I look back to the early years of my attempts to develop some Krsna consciousness, I always found it was a little bit dry. It was a lot about philosophy, behaviour, distributing books and so on. To hear about Krsna on the other side, was rather rare and Krsna as a person stayed hidden, confidential and on a different platform than I am.
You dear Guru Maharaj, are talking about Krsna all the time. It seems like, whatever you read, you hear and you remember about Krsna, you are sharing with us. And amongst other things, this not only makes every of your classes joyful for me, but it adds a whole new dimension to my spiritual life and eventually with it came even a little drop of taste to hear about Krsna.
I know it’s not me who gets me out of thick layers of covering. It’s not me who is discovering Krsna bit by bit. It’s only by Srila Prabhupada´s and your mercy and guidance. Srila Prabhupada prepared this earth by the mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and his followers and made it possible that I got a copy of Bhagavad-gita as it is. But I also need a spiritual master who knows me and who can help me to overcome my material mind and my false ego.
You accepted this service although I’m a fallen soul. I pray that now it’s time for you to accept me as your servant.
Please dear Guru Maharaj, please engage me in your devotional service. I´m yours.
Happy appearance day.
Your servant, Jayadeva Dasa
Jhulan Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I was contemplating on my name Jhulan that you gave me 7 years ago. You blessed me with a spiritual life like a festival. I love my name very much. You said we grow with our spiritual name. Now I think, am I growing with my name? Am I inspiring enough to others?
Sometimes I get asked, “What’s the meaning of my name?” Whenever I explain, not only I share the spiritual culture but also I preach to myself. It is a repeated reminder for me that spiritual life is meant to be a festival that shares bliss with others, not self-centred austerity. Then I am so amazed by your insight.
When you showed us your old photo that you were holding the guitar, somehow a flood of thought came. Even though you said we shouldn’t colour our past, I imagined the history you would have gone through and the wisdom you had accumulated for years of practice, which you share with us now so generously. Realisations are accompanied by hard work, but sometimes it happens by just hearing your mercy.
Thank you for giving me the name and making Krsna consciousness tangible. I thank Krsna for another year with you and look forward to seeing you soon.
Your servant, Jhulan Devi Dasi
Jyotirmayi Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
When we were sent the notice for preparing for your Vyasa-puja offering, I was at the 4th Canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam, to be more precise to the story of Dhruva Maharaj which had strongly impressed me. So I sensed that I should write about it.
We all know the story of this young boy that his father the king didn’t let him sit on his lap and his stepmother and his mother told him to go to the forest to find God. There Narada Muni arrived and gave him instructions what to do in order to find God and at the end, after great austerities, Vishnu Himself appeared in front of him, so Dhruva realized that he was looking for a piece of glass instead of the real treasure that is devotional service and love of God.
I couldn’t help thinking that we grow up with the illusion that we are special but since of young age reality steps in and makes us realise that we are not as special as we think we are. And that life will not give us what we want just because we want it. On the contrary, life sees things in a totally different way from our wishes and desires.
As spiritual souls we have the right to a decent life, health and with all the necessities for our wellbeing, but we forget that we are in kali-yuga. She gives us the strongest message to show us our degraded state of being. Life is full of humiliations and negative moments, no matter whether we deserve them or not, whether we are prepared or not. And this is done to take away from us the illusion of the material world and show us the only solution, which is to go back to Godhead. The instructions even come from people that do not love us. They do also tell us that if we want to obtain something in life we must ask the Supreme Lord. Maybe they tell it in order to discourage us, because they know that in this era of kali how difficult for humanity is to be close to God and realise that we are not controllers and proprietors of anything.
Since both his mother and stepmother had mentioned God, the Supreme Person, as the controller of his fortune, Dhruva intelligently asked about Him: “Where is God?” We all try to find the solution to our problems, and since in Dhruva's case both his mother and his stepmother (people who love us and the ones that don't) gave him the same solution, he now wants to find this solution, because as a human being he is looking for happiness, like we all do. This solution is the Supreme solution, God Himself. But then Dhruva wants to know where God is. He is a small child, so at his age it is a normal question to ask but also for us, that even if we are adults and maybe advanced with age, we are still small and immature spiritual souls, since we still do not know where God is.
Where is God? Kali-yuga tells is that He is in the forest, far from us, outside our life, outside our environment. Moreover, we know that He is in the forest not because we have seen Him there but because we have seen other people go there to look for Him.
To find our pleasure and get free from suffering, we are disposed to go to unknown places, that maybe dangerous, even if we are not well prepared and strong to face what we will may find in the unknown. This is also life, we have to leave home and safety if we want to evolve and construct our life and character and find our own solutions.
Isn't' life like the forest where Dhruva Maharaj went? He was asking everyone for God. Aren't we walking out in the dark, asking everyone and everything for the solution of our problems? Are we able to recognise the real solution, being so covered by maya and illusion? And we are ignoring so much of the real truth, that we are capable of following anyone that says that can resolve our problems by giving us what we want, whatever that may be, money, sexual life, beauty, power - all temporary. So just a piece of cloth to close the hole of our worn jeans but for sure this is not a permanent solution.
Our heart, which is close to the paramatma, knows very well the real solution so it keeps on looking for it, no matter how much time or even how many lifetimes it will take, Because the moment our heart will see God it will recognise Him, since it was made by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, since it knows that Krsna is the Supreme solution of everything, even death. And Krsna who loves us infinitely, when He sees that we really are looking for Him, He will send one of His representatives to show us the way back to Him.
The soul, even if it’s young and immature, keeps on looking for God, maybe for the wrong reasons, for material happiness and sense gratification. But it is not the soul’s fault, because it has never experienced real happiness and love in this material world, the infinite purity and bliss of Krsna’s presence. Actually, it doesn't even know that it exists such a place like the spiritual world. What we think that is precious in the material world is a pure bad mirage of the immensity of the same item in the spiritual world where Krsna lives. We want a kingdom that we deserve, we want happiness because our soul is sac-cid-ānanda - is pure happiness, knowledge and eternity, even if we aren't conscious of it. But we are naturally tending towards it.
This has been my life up to the point I met Krsna, Srila Prabhupada’s books and you, dear Guru Maharaj. Struggling to find a way out of the forest of material nature and of mirages that seemed reality. You came to my life like Narada Muni, to give me instructions of how to find God, how to turn back to Godhead. You have arrived and showed me the way, gave me the means, gave me all the directions and patiently waiting for me to start doing them in one way or another, helping me to get rid of all the impediments that keep me far from Godhead.
I always loved this story, because I recognise myself in Dhruva Maharaj, not because I will manage to make the universe choke due to my austerities, but because I, like him, am looking for “the kingdom I deserve”, or I think I do deserve, or I even have the illusion that such kingdom is actually what I want.
When Krsna entered my life, I saw that my desires are less than a piece of glass, it is a plastic ball that one wins at the funfairs, these small balls with the Ferris wheel and the snow inside, where you know that is fake and of low value, you still struggle to win it.
Lord Caitanya has totally captured me, giving me something that even my same family has never given to me, unconditional love. And among Him and me it is you, dear Guru Maharaj, taking His words and making it knowledge for me and everyone that is listening to you. Taking Mahaprabhu’s love and pouring mercy on us, taking Krsna’s bliss and giving us strength to keep on going, and through that love allow us to look at ourselves not as we think we are but as God sees us, spiritual beings that He wants to have close again at the spiritual world in their real form and nature. In a kind of way you are our transmitter of spiritual energy to a level that we can receive. You are helping us in taking the road to get back to Godhead and manage to make it in one way or another.
Dear Guru Maharaj, you are opening me the door to go to Goloka Vrindavan, and I am still glimpsing from the window to see how it is like there. But I have strong faith and believe in your unlimited mercy, patience, strength, that you will keep that door open to the moment that I will manage to go through it. On my side, I am doing what I can to be worthy of your trust even if I know that I am not doing my best, because as you once told me: “We have to give Krsna 110%, 100 is not enough.”
I am asking Krsna to make me able to see your footsteps so I can follow them.
Happy appearance day dear Guru Maharaj, and thank You for everything, always, for the good and for the bad, like it is written at the Srimad Bhagavatam: Because Krsna is absolute, both His anger and pleasure are the same.
Your eternal servant, Jyotirmayi Devi Dasi
Kalavati Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Even though the treasure in the form of Srila Prabhupada’s books has been laying around at home on my desk for so many years and I have it within reach, I'm not very learned. I have no other choice but to pay tribute to you with my own words and feelings, which I hope are affected by this knowledge.
Lately my life has been affected by a lot of suffering and I have found that Krsna conscious feelings are very important, because when I feel something it means that I care and I think about it. That is the goal - to want Kṛsna and remember Him, to become His servant. Currently my greatest joy is that I am beginning to perceive Krsna more as a friend, as the best friend of all living beings. Who else would remain in the heart of the one who turned away from him voluntarily? Who else would create a world for such a being, where he can live without Him and moreover, He created it so beautifully and interestingly. He could have been upset and made barriers and only suffering so that we wouldn't want to live here for a minute and return right back to where we belong. I understand it as the mercy of Krsna and proof that He loves us at all times.
One may think that we are quite happy here, so it is harder to go back to the spiritual world and we are easily attached here. Therefore, Kṛsna actually made it harder for us, but let's think about it. Who, but a best friend, would come here in person? Who would bother to put the manual in writing, how to get out of here. And most importantly, who would bother to send their personal representative, as good as Himself, to supervise us?
The spiritual master is the best that Kṛsna has given us, and although He never leaves us, it is difficult for us to ever perceive Him as a person in our lives. That is why I am glad that you, my spiritual master, are as good as God, a friend, a counsellor, a father, a refuge. Everything, no, actually more than I could have wished for.
At the beginning of my spiritual life, I wanted to accept another spiritual master, but he, for good reason, did not accept me as his disciple. I'm grateful to him for that, because you're perfect for me. Now, I think more and more that I also want to be perfect and to be a good disciple. You've done so much for me and I feel a commitment which I'd like to reciprocate for your care of me.
I am quite a conditioned person and sometimes I don't want to practice all those things related to Kṛsna consciousness. Sometimes I have a complete block and dislike. Something like a spiritual paralysis. I mumble my rounds, I don't read and I sail on waves of lower qualities like a fool. But there is also that gratitude to you and Kṛsna which simply cannot be ignored, and which will always help me to get up and move on.
I believe that I will stay and try to give you and Krsna back your relationship and I am trying to get me back home, back to God. I am ashamed that I am not able to put more effort now, but I hope that not all days are over. I see it positively, because Krsna interferes in our lives by sometimes putting us on our heads, everything suddenly collapses and then - then what, then there are only two best friends of all living entities left - guru and Kṛsna.
Your servant, Kalavati Devi Dasi
KalpaVriksha Devi Dasi & Sarvatma Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you our kind Guru Maharaj on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
We shall always be grateful to you for taking us under your shelter. There are so many things to talk about you Guru Maharaj, where you lead by examples and inspire us to be in this Krsna conscious journey. However on this occasion we would like to mention about the fatherly nature.
We always used to think how would a spiritual master can remember about all their disciples? And as a father knows what is going inside the minds of his child. You, answered these curiosities of ours via your lectures, messages (sometimes personal) and actions.
Memories from your last Melbourne visit are still fresh with us. One of them is very special.
You’re on a very tight schedule and it was the evening before your departure from Melbourne, after the program you’re about to leave for temple when on your way to car you are discussing about the well-being of everyone. You got to know about Preeti Mataji, who had the desire to see you however she couldn’t come due to her medical condition.
As a father can’t bear the suffering of his child and immediately makes arrangements to attend that. Similarly as soon as you heard about her, you immediately altered your plans for the morning and decided to see her despite your very tight schedule on that morning.
On the way to her home, you talked about her, and her husband and what sufferings they have gone through. I was amazed that you had so much of details about them. The best part was, as soon as Preeta Mataji saw you, she couldn’t believe that you have come to meet her personally and the happiness in her eyes cannot be described.
You spent some time with them and answered her queries as a loving father does in meeting with children.
Some of the key instructions for the benefit of everyone:
1. One should continue to chant, even in mind, as mind never sleeps even if physical body is not conducive for chanting.
2. Our tolerance is being tested in difficult situations; thus, we should keep our focus on Krsna.
3. One should watch/listen about Krsna, Vrindavan and Prabhupada for spiritual progress.
You gave them special blessings by giving darshan of Giriraj and by touching your beads on their heads and promised her to visit her in your next trip to Melbourne.
After the visit, on our way to Airport, I asked why so much of suffering for Mataji and family even after so much of devotional services by her, which you answered in a very simple and deep way by saying that, “The Harder the suffering, greater the purification.”
Thank you Guru Maharaj for holding our hands on this journey. Your glories are endless Guru Maharaj and only we can’t go on thus would like to end our offering with the following verse from
Guru Gita - Skanda Purana Dialogue between Shiva and Uma (Shakti)
dhyana moolam guru murti puja moolam gurur padam, mantra moolam gurur vakyam, moksha moolam guru kripa
Translation: The Guru's form is the best to meditate upon; the Guru's feet are the best for worship; the Guru's word is the mantra; the Guru's Grace is the root of liberation.
Praying for your long life and good health.
Your humble servants, Kalpa Vriksha Devi Dasi & Sarvatma Dasa
Kamalaksi Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Prabhupada.
I often think how fortunate we were to have a wonderful week of your association at New Govardhana just before Covid hit and international travel came to a halt. It was so nice to be in your presence after so many years.
I was really nervous to have darshan with you after having moved away from the Melbourne devotee community and losing sight of the bhakti path. Since returning and moving to New Govardhana, I wondered if you would be annoyed or angry with us or if you had forgotten about us. But no, you were so kind and caring and welcomed us back into Prabhupada’s family, giving us the instruction to always stay in association of devotees from now onwards and giving us the blessing of your shelter.
You said to us that you’re serious about the serious stuff but outside of that let’s have fun. Spiritual life is meant to be fun, yet sometimes we forget this. I forget this. You have a way of reminding me with your jokes, your laughter, your classes and kirtan that there is no higher taste than bhakti yoga.
Taking initiation from you online during lockdown I was apprehensive whether to wait until you could visit, but you made it so personal and sweet for everyone the distance didn’t matter. I’m so grateful to have you as my spiritual master. You’re embodiment of Lord Caitanya’s mood and sankirtana mission is inspiring and I pray that one day I can have as much attachment to the holy name as you do.
Thank you for shining the light on this path back home.
Your servant, Kamalaksi Devi Dasi
Karunika Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
I appreciate that no matter how busy or how ill you are, you still take the time out for your disciples to share some nectar. One thing I really like that you often mention is, “When you receive mercy, you should share the mercy.”
When I first had contact with the Krsna conscious movement, I was told that we shouldn’t say no to something spiritual because it’s Krsna’s mercy. So I used to take everything and never share like maha flowers or maha prasadam. But when you mentioned we should give the mercy out, that’s something I try my best to do as much as I can.
I admire that you have a lot of love for Srila Prabhupada. In a lecture once you mentioned that you’re not perfect but you follow the path of someone who is perfect, Srila Prabhupada. You really do go above and beyond to help us go deeper in connecting to Srila Prabhupada and Krsna.
Thank you so much for everything you do for us all.
Your servant, Karunika Devi Dasi
Kavita Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Sitting in front of our merciful salagram silas, I‘m praying for inspiration to honouring your qualities. In my head starting appears many of them - kindness, tolerance, faultless, well-wisher to all, surrendered to Krsna, fixed, self-controlled, friendly, expert, and poetic. You are living example of all the qualities what should devotee possessed. You accept them fully.
You never doubt, you are such an expert in preaching philosophy of Krsna consciousness. You never hesitate in your sadhana. You never mess your mind in any other topic than Krsna conscious and you give a chance to everyone. You never make wrong decisions and you are so kind and merciful to us. You are the best kirtan leader.
I read an article from your class in Durban last year and you advise us to write all the 26 qualities of devotee and put them on the wall in our room. Yes that is wonderful. Actually I saw it in the small ashram of Sarayu Mataji and it inspired me so much. With meditating on one by one and gradually developing those 26 qualities a devotee also can easily surrender to Lord Krsna, since then he understand that there is no other shelter. Devotee simply can‘t make it without the mercy of Krsna, Guru and devotees. We just can‘t make it only by ourselves, even when we move to Mayapur, it‘s actually even harder here.
Yesterday I read this verse in Srimad Bhagavatam 11.2.35
yān āsthāya naro rājan na pramādyeta karhicit dhāvan nimīlya vā netre na skhalen na pated iha
O’ King, one who accepts this process of devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead will never blunder on his path in this world. Even while running with eyes closed, he will never trip or fall.
And that is you. My Guru Maharaj. You are my spiritual saviour, you are my eternal inspiration. I‘m endlessly indebted to you.
In the purport is another verse from the Bhagavad-gita, 9.2 “The process of devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead is eternal, and it is very joyfully and naturally performed.”
Yes, when we develop qualities of pure devotee, all devotional service become joyful and natural. In other way can be very hard for us to follow, or we can just miss it. In my bright moments I‘m deeply meditating on all those qualities, which can help me so much in my spiritual progress, by trying hard to develop at least some of them and failing again and again.
Thank you for lifting me up over and over again, you will never give up, even if I would.
During my first initiation you gave me the name Kavita Dasi, which is refered to one of the qualities of devotee – poetic. You blessed me to talk only about Krsna. If only I can one day fulfill your blessing. To please you and spread the holy name to all of those who approach me.
Meanwhile with your blessing I will stay with my family – with my endlessly tolerant husband, with a beautiful soul Amala, trying to serve them here in holy Mayapur dham and continue with my tiny sadhana.
Actually I have one nice story. As my service now is to clean dressing room of Radha Madhava deities, Shiva room and pujari room and stairs all the way down from the altar, Amala often comes with me and likes to sweep the stairs. Once Jananivas Prabhu met her sweeping the stairs nicely dressed in her saree he started to talk to her: “Hey! What are you doing here? Go back there.” He pointed his arm to the Radha Madhava’s altar and continued: “Gopis are not allowed come out of the altar.” He said playfully. Amala was also amused and it was such a cute and funny scene.
Also by this I realised what does it mean to be poetic and fully Krsna conscious. Even Jananivas Prabhu‘s joking is all about Krsna. All day and night to be a servant of Sri Krsna, guru and the devotees. All our meditation upon this, how to please Krsna, my guru? And how to please the devotees? All for Krsna and nothing for me.
My sincere wish is to serve you better and without fail, by your mercy. Thank you dear Guru Maharaj for all your care and for every word. I miss your personal presence.
Your servant, Kavita Dasi
Kesava Bharati Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Happy Vyasa-puja Guru Maharaj,
This past year has been a year of cleansing the heart. When the lockdown was announced in South Africa, I was actually excited to work from home knowing well that I could follow a morning program nicely and I would be able to be away from material life. Some way through the first month of lockdown something really insane happened in my life which really shook my faith in Krsna. At that moment I didn’t know what to do. The first thing I thought about was, “How would you want me to react to this situation?” Thinking in this way I actually continued with great difficulty to keep my spiritual life going.
At some point, I couldn't deal with it by myself and then with a lot of anxiety in my heart I actually messaged you out of desperation. I was scared to tell you what had happened to me because I didn't want to burden you. I didn't expect that you would respond to me but I was surprised when I saw a reply from you. The replied was "Time to cultivate some detachment." I really thought hard about this but I couldn't really understand what you had told me initially. As the year went I kept thinking about this and as I started putting this into practice in my life things started falling into place. Now I literally live by this as I feel this was the lesson I needed to learn from my experience that I had.
The realisations I had were as follows:
1. That I shouldn't be scared to approach you in any situation.
2. That I should never be ashamed or scared to reveal my heart to you in confidence.
3. That I am never alone and that you are always there for me no matter what.
In the past year I realised the power of doing devotional service. Devotional service is meant to make you happy as you continue in spiritual life but in order to remain happy one has to get purified so that you can rid yourself of all the anarhtas in your heart. This purification that I went through seemed to be so unfair to me, but later I realised that it was meant to help me get closer to Krsna by actually removing my false ego and my pride. This was the greatest blessing as now I am able to do devotional with the right mood. Sometimes Krsna just does His own thing when you least expect, it because initially it could result in a lot of suffering but ultimately it is meant to benefit you by purifying your heart.
In my heart, I feel extremely close to you Guru Maharaj. You are my real father and I am ever indebted to you. I hope and pray that one day I will be able to do something significant for Srila Prabhupada’s movement, as an offering to you as my spiritual master.
Thank you so much for giving me shelter at your lotus feet.
Your humble servant, Kesava Bharati Dasa
Kooshul Gopaul
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please help accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you Maharaj, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj,
I’m not that qualified disciple to glorify you with my words, but still that I will try to say something on this auspicious occasion. First of all thanks for accepting me as your disciple Maharaj. You are not only my guru but you are my best friend, my father, my everything. You are the only one I share everything with and you guide me through the right way, with a right solution without wasting time you reply to me so thanks for that.
I miss that brilliant moment when you had invited me to your Vyasa-puja in Durban. I was very pleased and that was my biggest gift at that time, but hopefully this time we are not with you but still you are in everyone’s heart. You have been always encouraging me in my life to be a good devotee.
I get very much inspired by you as much you do in that age you face so many difficulties in life but still that you are carrying the order of your spiritual master, you are still keeping health or any difficulties aside by just following the instructions and that inspires me a lot. And when I realise it every time that boosts myself up to do something without thinking twice - we have to just do it.
Everytime we just talk about initiation. On this auspicious day as a gift I promise you once you come to Mauritius. It will happen for sure and I will become a more serious and sincere devotee. I will always help in propagating Krsna consciousness in this world.
Thanks once again for being in my life. Please always shower your merciful blessings upon me and please always keep on guiding me and empowering me. You will always stay in my heart forever. You are the first one in my life, because there is no difference between you and Krsna since serving you mean serving Lord Krsna.
Happy Vyas-puja Maharaj. I pray you always stay in good health and that you always serve Srila Prabhupada movement year by year.
Thank you so much Maharaj.
Your smallest, fallen servant, Kooshul Gopaul Mauritius
Krishna Bhumi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Lieber Guru Maharaj,
Bitte akzeptiere meine demütigen Ehrerbietungen. Alle Ehre sei dir, lieber Guru Maharaj, Alle Ehre sei Jayadvaita Swami, Alle Ehre sei Srila Prabhupada.
Es ist ziemlich genau 10 Jahre her, als ich das Buch "The Science of Self Realization" las. Damals hörte ich das erste Mal von der Notwendigkeit einen spirituellen Meister anzunehmen. Ich wusste nicht wirklich was dies bedeutet, wo ich einen finden sollte, Alani, meine Tochter würde sagen: "Mama, du warst completly lost.“
2 Jahre später sah ich den ersten kirtan mit Dir auf Youtube. Ich wusste nicht wirklich, wer Du bist. Mich faszinierte einfach Deine shakti, auf welch wundervolle Weise Du dem heiligen Namen dienst und wie du ihn weiter gibst.
Und nun bin ich wohl eines der glücklichsten Wesen, dass du mich aus deiner grundlosen Barmherzigkeit unter deinen Schutz genommen hast und als deine Schülerin akzeptiert hast. Jedesmal wenn ich deine Lectures höre bin ich fasziniert von Deinem Wissen, deiner praktischen Umsetzung, deiner Ernsthaftigkeit gepaart mit deinem Sinn einzigartigen Sinn für Humor. Diese Qualitäten machen für mich das Guru pranama
Du zeigst mir, was Krsna bewusstsein im tieferen und lebendigen Sinne bedeutet. Du bringst mir die Spiele von Krsna und Gauranga näher mit einer einfach zu verstehenden Tiefe, die mir ans Herz geht. Du bringst mich näher zum Verständnis und zur Liebe des Heiligen Namens.
Ich möchte dir immer wieder danken, möchte dir immer wieder meine Ehrerbietungen erweisen, dass du mir deine Hand so offen gereicht hast, mich aus diesem Sumpf des materiellen Daseins zu befreien.
Du erstrahlst meinen Weg mit einem Glanz, dem ich einfach folgen möchte. Lieber Guru Maharaj, ich hoffe dir zumindest einen Funken dieses Glanzes zurück geben zu können und möchte dir eine Schülerin sein, die dein Herz erfreut. Ich bitte dich mir barmherzig gegenüber zu sein und mir meine Fehler in meinen demütigen Bemühungen zu verzeihen. Ich verspreche dir, dass ich mein Bestes geben werde, um dir ein Lächeln auf dein Gesicht zu zaubern.
Mein lieber Guru Maharaj, ich bete zu Narasimhadeva, dass du dich schnell von deinen gesundheitlichen Strapazen erholen darfst und weiterhin diese Welt mit deinem Glanz erhellst.
Deine demütige Dienerin, Krishna Bhumi Dasi
Krishna Smaranam Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. Jaya Srila Prabhupada.
The spiritual master comes from spiritual world. Lord Krsna sent him. How can we go back to Godhead if we renounce his shelter and association? The spiritual master's mercy is the root of all auspiciousness. What have we actually done to receive his mercy? Rather, we should renounce our false ego and offer our respectful obeisances at his feet.
To give up the false ego that, “I am seer, I am enjoyer,'' is called offering obeisances. That is why the word "namah" obeisance, is added to mantras. Receiving the spiritual master's mercy destroys the sinful mentality that "I am doer.'' Receiving the spiritual master's mercy awakens the pride that, “I am the Lord's servant.” Material pride, false ego, and sinful mentalities are removed simply by his influence.
It is everyone's duty to worship the self-realized spiritual master to follow in his footsteps.
We should not follow the blind. The spiritual master is our only well-wisher, our only relative, and our only protector. Only by his mercy are we fortunate enough to know this, then we can really serve with that meditation.
Your servant, Krishna Smaranam Dasa
Krsna Nidhi Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Gurudeva, I am very fortunate to have the opportunity to write to you on the auspicious day of your appearance. Since you've entered my life and heart often, I think of where would I be without you, your disciples, your energetic kirtans and so inspiring lectures. I simply feel like listening to your kirtans twenty-four seven. They’re so amazing.
I am fully indebted to you Gurudeva, because you have given me so many things, the highest conception of the holy name of Krsna, the highest form of sound, which contains the highest form of thought, aspiration, ideal and everything. And you have given me the service of our great saviour, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Lastly, you have given me the hope that one day I can get the service of Sri Sri Radha Gopinatha eternally. I have been given all these assurances by you, so I bow my head with all my respects to your lotus feet.
You are such an expert preacher Guru Maharaja. Each time I hear you I am amazed at how you are able to say exactly what I need to hear. I remember you saying to me that you’re my spiritual father and I’m your spiritual daughter. It brings tears of happiness in my eyes as I’ve grown up without a father. I’m so fortunate that I’ve you in my life as a spiritual father. Thank you!
You are such a personalist. The way you develop and maintain such personal relationships with everyone surely testifies to your realization of your personal relationship with Krsna. You show such compassion to the living entities who are in a state of forgetfulness of Krsna, by constantly preaching and giving so much of your time, guidance and care.
Guru Maharaj, it was just a short time ago that I was engaged in so many degraded activities. When I think of it now, I am so ashamed of myself. And that is only in this life that I can remember, how many lifetimes have I been forgetting about Krsna and performing so many sinful acts. Yet you are so merciful that you have given me this opportunity of devotional service and also gave me shelter onto your lotus feet.
Gurudeva, it is my sincere desire that I may be able to assist you, in some small way, in your service to Srila Prabhupada. Please allow me to stay in devotional service and please allow me to stay close to your lotus feet.
On this great occasion we pray to Srila Prabhupada to please grant us service to his lotus feet, so that by serving him we may be able to make rapid progress in our endeavours in spiritual life. The devotees of the Lord are very dear to him, and Srila Prabhupada, who spread the names, fame, qualities and pastimes of Radha Shyamsundar throughout the world, is especially dear to him. And grabbing hold of his lotus feet is the best way for us to reach the spiritual world. Therefore, we pray to him with folded hands:
prati-janme kori āśā caraṇera dhūli (Ei baro Karuna Koro, Narottam Das Thakur)
I desire the dust of your holy feet in every birth I may take. I beg you to make me a servant of the servant of the servant of the servant of the servant of Krsna. May you live a long life and continue your relentless preaching efforts.
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Guru Maharaj,
I offer my most respectful and humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Jagad guru Srila Prabhupada and all glories to your loving divine grace.
By the mercy of a spiritual master one receives the benediction of Sri Krsna.
Without the grace of the spiritual master one cannot make any advancements
I wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja and pray to Sri Radha Madhava for many happy returns of this auspicious day.
Guru Maharaj, this past year has been full of realizations and new spiritual experiences by your experience your blessings. Keeping you at the centre of my life, each day l can feel how your causeless mercy flows unconditionally in the upkeep of my devotional service. With Sri Lord Krsna’s mercy, I got blessings of my spiritual master and saviour. That first darshan of your grace is still afresh to my vision.
Due to this Covid 19 situation and lockdown Maharaj you have made all arrangements not only for your disciples but for humanity at large through your many innovative ways to getting your association through your lectures from live internet broadcast. With Covid 19 last year and this year with lockdown in places, it has been difficult times for everyone but I was am so fortunate that our Isckon Leicester congregation have lots of opportunities to interact with devotees through Morning Srimad-Bhagavatam class and Sunday Program.
Guru Maharaj, l have been doing my service by serving my deities at home Sri Lord Krsna, Sri Sri Gaura Nitai Chandra, Lord Sri Jaganatha, Lord Sri Baladeva and Subhadra Devi and not forgetting by daily japa and lots of opportunity to read books. Due to Covid 19 last year there was no Rath yatra but l continue to do my service, l made some offerings for Lord Sri Jaganatha, Lord Sri Baladeva and Subhadra Devi.
In every activity of yours, you never fail to strengthen our commitment and conviction to Srila Prabhupada and his Iskcon. I can feel purified while writing this offering. Thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to write something on your Vyasa-puja. I have read somewhere that writing for pleasure of Guru and Sri Krsna one gets personal purification of Guru.
Sri Krsna's glories are unlimited, so are your divine glories. It would take many lifetime for me properly glorify you. On this auspicious day, l pray to remain a speck of dust at your lotus feet. O’ my beloved Guru Maharaj wishing you most wonderful Vyasa-puja celebration again and I hope that someday I will get your personal association to have the nectar of your association.
Yours most humble servant, Krsna Rupa Devi Dasi
Krupa Maisuria
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada. Happy Vyasa-puja day to you Maharaj,
On this most auspicious day, I would like to humbly offer my gratitude to the vaishnavas, Srila Prabhupada and Krsna that I am getting to again witness this most sacred day of your appearance. All glories to you, Maharaj.
I read in the Teachings of Lord Caitanya, Chapter 26 that, “Due to a devotee’s favour upon others, a stone like man can be transformed to a mild flower-like devotee.” The description of the favour of a devotee immediately made me think of you, Maharaj. Somehow, even someone as stone hearted as me is being transformed by your power. Although I sadly continually get caught by my false ego, I am also seeing the effects of your association.
The unbelievably kind efforts that you have put into giving us all Krsna in the past year, leaves me speechless. In fact, it has finally started to silence my fears. I can feel myself slowing down, putting my doubts to one side and finally allowing myself to be guided by the vaishnavas. Your presence has quite literally saved my life Maharaj. How can I ever repay such mercy?
Whilst witnessing these transformations come true, I have noticed that I have repeatedly used one particular phrase whenever I can’t help but share your glories to others. The phrase is this:
“Maharaj is magic.”
And I believe this is true. It must be. You bring the spiritual world here for us to remember again. You make the Caitanya-caritamrta our everyday life. You make Srila Prabhupada become ever present in our thoughts. This to me is magic.
Therefore, by your mercy Maharaj, I will try and endeavour to be of service to you and your incredible spiritual family. I am inspired and saved daily by your disciples. I will try and be of service with enthusiasm and determination. By the mercy of the vaishnavas. I know there is an opportunity for me to try and make this happen.
Thank you Maharaj for everything. I pray to one day take shelter at your lotus feet, by your mercy. All glories to you, Maharaj. Happy Vyasa-puja day.
Your insignificant servant, Krupa Maisuria Leicester, UK
Kubashnie Govender
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance, All glories to Srila Prabhupada,
Maharaj, I would like to start by thanking you for accepting me as your aspiring devotee. I guess by the time you receive my offering, I will have already become your initiated disciple.
I would also like to thank you for your faith in me and I pray that I may never take this for granted but remain committed to my vows as a humble servant to you, your spiritual master and dear Srila Prabhupada.
Thank you for expertly reflecting on the guidance and encouragement that you have given out so freely, to all your disciples around the world. Thank you for also providing an ever – increasing positive influence on us, especially during challenging times in our spiritual journey.
Maharaj, you know and understand the value of this human life and you are able to change the course of others’ lives, by your self-realisation through the process of Krsna consciousness. The reason you are so effective in doing this, is because you display qualities of a pure devotee, so expert in your dealings with spiritual strength and most especially it is shown through your melodious kirtans. Each week you inspire us to feel the ecstatic love of Lord Caitanya through the pages of the Caitanya-caritamrta. I have noticed how you have dedicated so much of your time to share this wondrous love to us all.
guru-krsna-prasada paya bhakti-lata-bija.
By the mercy of Krishna and guru, one can get the seed of devotional service.
(Cc Madhya-lila 19.151).
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Himself emphasises service to a qualified spiritual master is central to this process. I know that if I can please you in some small way, then my life will be complete.
It is through your encouragement and trust in me, that I have undertaken service endeavours I never thought imaginable. I am getting to work and associate with such humble and caring devotees. And I therefore, beg for your blessings that I can help play a role in spreading Lord Caitanya’s Sankirtan mission to everyone I meet.
Happy Vyasa-puja Guru Maharaj.
I look forward to seeing you in South Africa soon.
Hare Krsna
Your aspiring servant, Kubashnie Govender
Lalita-Kunda Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeiscances. All glories to you on your auspicious day. All glories to Srila Prabhupada,
On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja I have nothing to offer you except my heart like a flower and all I can come up with is this offering just to worship you and remembering your lotus feet.
You are not only a Guru but also a father to me. You accepted me as your disciple without question and melted my heart. You gave your time, energy and arranged everything for my wedding just like a father would for his daughter, but I don't feel qualified to be your daughter.
You are not only a father but also a friend. You patiently explain to me whatever questions I have and occasionally you chastise me about how weak and sinful I am, just like a father would. I'm so grateful to have you in my life.
You are not only a friend but also a very dear well-wisher. You give advice to help me spiritually advance, but also you guide me in my material life here and now in my complicated relationships.
You are not only my well-wisher but you are my everything. You hold me up, and when I am down at my very worst you grab my hand and pull me out. Sometimes I forget you are my spiritual master because you are always friendly and merciful. This verse described you so perfectly:
The symptoms of a sadhu are that he is tolerant, merciful and friendly to all living entities. He has no enemies. He is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his characteristics are sublime.
(SB 3.25.21).
You are very personal, even I would come to you, crying about stupid things and you would tell me how others have way bigger problem then what I'm crying for.
You are my diksha guru but also siksa guru who is always giving and nourishing your disciples with your online classes and meetings. You always pushing yourself for us.
I always question myself Gurudeva where will I be without you? What will I do without you? I wonder.
Thank you so much.
Your weakest sinful daughter, Lalita-Kunda Devi Dasi
Lekhasravanti Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
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nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna, dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
My offering may be a little shorter this year, but it is just as full of gratitude.
I am grateful for your infinite mercy. Grateful for your blessings. Grateful for your understanding of my particular personality. Though I am not qualified to be your disciple, you give me shelter under your lotus feet. Though I am unqualified, I may perform service for you. I don’t know what I have done to deserve so much mercy.
I hope I can become a better servant of you, and make a small contribution to Srila Prabhupada’s mission.
Thank you for everything.
Your servant, Lekhasravanti Devi Dasi
Lenart Debelak
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
I am always glad that I can have your association, although through sound or picture. I always feel protected if you’re somewhere in my mind frame. I know and have experienced that you are that transcendental person who can connect us to the deep essence of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings, and show us the way to the Lotus Feet of Lord Caitanya. But at the same time I see how much dirt I have in my heart and that to arrive to the, ‘inner circle,’ is still long way to go for me. I really want to come closer but I simply find no strength by myself to move forward.
I am very much appreciating your disciples, who are so dedicated to your mission. I’m learning to serve them, learn from them and make friends with them. By your mercy I can better understand how spiritual master can have unique relationship with each and every disciple and although giving one and the same instruction in some way, they act differently, better to say specifically on each disciple. Each of your talks has some new spiritual flavour that I have never tasted before, it’s always fresh.
This year we did not meet in person but I had opportunity to stay in touch with you via internet. In this time I also made some important decisions in my life which I described in a letter I wrote to you. I’m kindly asking for your support and your blessings.
Although I’m very small I’m praying and hoping that connection between me and my spiritual master will year by year grow stronger. And that someday this dog known as myself will have nice and steady engagement in service of his true and ever well-wishing master. Thank you for everything Maharaj. Hare Krsna.
Your aspiring servant, Lenart Debelak
Liese Hoffman
Call (out for) Krsna
When being on japa walks I often see people in nature Talking to a beloved person With their mobile phones
And then I feel like I also try to reach out for My now forgotten love While chanting
My mouth is forming some names But somehow the connection Seems to be broken And I can‘t hear a response from the other side
So dear Kadamba Kanana Maharaj Please give me your blessings To really take shelter at your feet Because you‘re residing at Krsna’s Lotus Feet
I never felt a real search for truth Something like awe in some distance But I always searched for real love And in this way Krsna caught me
He sent me his beloved devotee To marry him and finding shelter Through him I wanted to get to know What Krsna means for him
Well I went near to the fire Sitting with both of you during Ratha yatra And you told him: “It‘s good that she‘s a devotee. “
I feel miles and miles away from it But listening to your words Makes it want able for me It really sounds great to hear about Krsna
You bring so much life and fun Your mind is fixed on serving Krsna Fixed on being a role model for so many students It helps a lot to also talk about struggles
It meant the world to us Having you as our guest in our home Talking about women in Iskcon I‘m more sure that I will get it one day
Please let me take Krsna bhakti serious Please guide me over the ocean of material conditioning Please engage me in your service I offer you my respectful obeisances
Your servant, Liese Hoffman
Lila Kamala Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
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Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Since last offering in 2020 lots of things have changed. It has been quite heavy year for me, full of uncertainty and unexpected events that took place. It also has been longest time for me not to see you in person.
In all this material world of suffering you have been the light that kept me above the water via all the lectures you give on line, but above all, our Friday Zoom meetings. I have realised that although you are not present in person connection to you as my spiritual master is so strong that it makes no difference, the energy is there always. I always feel so motivated and inspired afterwards.
Thank you so much for being the light in the heavy days and always having the right advice. Thank you for doing it all from within your heart, with love. It is such a great feeling when someone talks directly to your heart as you do, when every single word is as the exact message you waited for.
I appreciate you being my guru every day more and more, being grateful to Krsna for that. Praying every day for Krsna's mercy to keep you in good health in years to come so we can have your precious association and guidance.
Thank you for being our spiritual father, full of love and understanding, directing us to the right path.
Your servant, Lila Kamala Devi Dasi
Madanalasa Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
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namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaja, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the deliverer of the fallen souls. His mercy turns the dumb into eloquent speakers and enables the lame to cross mountains.”
(Cc Madhya-lila 17.80).
When I was thinking about my Vyasa-puja offering to you, this verse was vibrating in my head, or better to say in my heart. In my life you are the real embodiment of this verse, giving me the possibility that I can, in spite of my inabilities, still be here, try to serve day by day in my personal sadhana and in this glorious mission. This year more than ever I can feel how you are strongly present in my life, how you are guiding me and how every service, every opportunity is just given to me by your mercy only.
When I think about you, I am thinking in two directions. One is as I have described, you as my spiritual master, as Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s representative, who is guiding me to His holy abode, who gave me a second birth, the holy mantras and who is my ever well-wisher. The second thought is of you as Kadamba Kanana Swami, a devotee of Lord Gauranga, a person who is dedicated in serving his spiritual master and Srila Prabhupada, a devotee who is tirelessly performing his devotional service.
No matter how much I appreciate the role of the spiritual master, I started to even more appreciate this other aspect of you. You are really my role model, a person whose steps I want to follow. A real person, with his own mood. Mood which captivates the hearts of people who meet you and draws them closer to Krsna. Your words are full of spiritual inspiration, your ideas, your plans are something that is really bringing enthusiasm in my heart and awakening my dormant soul. As you are also often giving an example of how for us it is easier to connect with Gaura-lila because there we see devotees who are more close to us, having their own sadhana, chanting japa, associating with devotees.
In the same way, my connection with you is what is giving me strength. When I see how you are eager for devotional service, how you are full of respect and care for the devotees, when I see your humbleness and dependence on Krsna and Prabhupada’s mercy, it all moves me and creates in me this strong desire to follow in your footsteps, serve you, be like you, get a small part of your qualities and be included in your circle.
For the end, I want to say thank you for your every word, every act, every example you have been patiently showing me, for the love and care you are giving to me in my daily life and an opportunity to be in your company, physically and, even more importantly, in the heart. That you are always present as my guru and well-wisher, as my only shelter.
Your servant, Madanalasa Devi Dasi
The goal of life
I have had the fortune of staying in Vrndavana. There were prices of austerities to pay undoubtedly. I had a lot of malaria in the Holy Dhama. In one year, I had it twelve times and each time it took about two weeks to recover. So I was sick for about half of the year. As a result, I lost a lot of weight and they sent me to Australia. When I arrived in Melbourne, I found that the sparrows there were twice as fat as they were in India, and I knew that I had come to the right place! (laughter) I knew that I would be able to gain some weight in Australia. Of course, what I did not realise right there and then is that not all the sparrows in Australia were that big. But it were the sparrows that were living near the temple because there was so much prasadam, so much mercy, that even the sparrows were just flooding in this transcendental mercy. Somehow or other, we have the good fortune of a human birth. It is rare, it is not often obtained. We attained it and therefore we are able to receive transcendental knowledge which can give us a clear understanding of what the goal of life is, to render devotional service to Krsna. This goal of life should remain at the forefront at all times.
Madhavali Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
These days are full of mercy for our family. His Holiness Bhaktivaibhava Maharaj came to visit farm Krisnuv dvur and now lives in our house. Related to this great occasion we also have a nice association of devotees and also some service, this is so nourishing, more I could ever expect.
It is already a second year we live in the village close to the farm in a large community of devotees. A lot of things have been changed since we had moved here - worshipping deities Sri Sri Gaura Nitai, worshipping Tulasi devi, raising almost 2 years old Damodar, help with organizing festivals in the farm, then some marketing services for the farm that a lot like the job I used to do before my maternity leave and all normal things like cooking, cleaning and growing vegetables.
These days, are also special with one new point. There are always more and more things in material life that stopped to be interesting for me. News from the world already makes me upset and unmotivated, bored, things like this are just not important and not interesting anymore. Friday's Zoom meetings with you and the great god family are the highlight of the week.
Cooking is now the best with your lectures, before it was so hard for me to keep attention to the listened content, now it works. And it inspires me to do more service - like making sweets for the farm deities or to open Caitanya-caritamrta and read more because hearing about Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu's pastimes is so energizing.
Dear Guru Maharaj, looking back to the last few months, I guess I know what is the source of all these changes. I owe you so much I hardly can pay you this debt back.
I wish all the service I do (yes, it is not perfect, but with the mercy of devotees I can work on the improvements) would please you.
Your insignificant servant, Madhavali Devi Dasi Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj
Madhupandit Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your holiness, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Every year we celebrate this festival of Vyasa-puja - glorifying our spiritual master not only as a duty as disciples but as a really very happy moment where we can honestly appreciate you from heart like our ever well-wisher, and an example on how to be a devotee. As our Guru Maharaj, you are the brave captain of the ship of transcendental knowledge and you are taking us surely back home to Goloka Vrindavan.
Every morning we sing Sri Guruvastakam glorifying the spiritual master and every evening before we go to sleep we are contemplating about how much we did or did not so much please our merciful Guru by our daily activities. Similarly on Vyasa-puja every year we pray for the ability to satisfy our Guru and then next year we summarize that we maybe did something small, but it could have been more and better, and that’s because we see you as our first example on how to dedicate our lives to Sri Guru, Srila Prabhupada and Sri Krsna. Your everlasting endeavour to uplift the conditioned souls is for me an inspiration to at least a little bit of helping you with supporting Srila Prabhupada’s Isckon. I am like the spider and you like giant Hanuman helping Lord Ramachandra in the fight with the demons.
Guru Maharaj thank you very much for your whole live example and you merciful instructions on this blissful bhakti path back to Godhead.
May I never forget that I am forever indebted to you, and to act accordingly so that to maybe somehow one day a little bit I can satisfy you.
Your insignificant servant, Madhupandit Dasa
Madri Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Lieber Guru Maharaj, Bitte akzeptiere meine demütigen Ehererbietungen, Alle Ehre gebührt Srila Prabhupada, Alle Ehre gebührt Jayadvaita Maharaj.
Es ist mir eine große Freude, die Möglichkeit zu nutzen, Dir anlässlich Deiner Vyasa Puja meinen tiefen Dank auszusprechen. Manchmal kann ich es kaum glauben, dass Krsna in seiner grundlosen Barmherzigkeit mir einen wahren spirituellen Meister sozusagen direkt vor die Nase gesetzt hat. Einen Guru Maharaj, der sooo barmherzig und voller Mitgefühl ist, der trotzdem die Themen genau auf den Punkt bringt und klare Anweisungen erteilt. Durch Dich wurden meine tiefsten Herzwünsche erfüllt. Es war irgendwie immer alles möglich. Ob es die beiden Einweihungen in Radhadesh waren, Dein Besuch hier in Suhl, die Möglichkeit, persönliche Gespräche mit Dir zu führen, an Deinen Vorträgen und Lectures teilzunehmen, obwohl ich meist nicht persönlich dabei sein konnte oder einfach Deine Präsenz wahrzunehmen. Die letzten 7 Jahre seit unserer 1. persönlichen Begegnung in Walthersorf ( 7.8.2014) war wie ein Reiten auf einer großen Welle. Durch Dich wurde ich getragen, geschoben, gehoben, geführt und manchmal auch etwas gepuscht. Es gab Wunder und Offenbarungen, immer wieder auch der Punkt, etwas Altes, Liebgewonnenes loszulassen und weiter zu gehen, wissend, dass ich nie alleine bin, dass Dein Gebet immer bei mir ist.
Ja, soviele Fügungen und eine unglaubliche Gnade, die mich begleitet hat, die durch Dich in mein Leben kam. Ich bin Dir zu unendlichem Dank verpflichtet. Wie sonst, ohne Dich, könnte ich den Weg zu Krsna gehen? Wie sonst könnte ich all das Suchen, welches mich mein gesamtes Leben begleitet hat, zum abschließenden Erfolg führen?
Es ist so außergewöhnlich, dass ich es noch nicht wirklich fassen kann. Ich bin beschützt, gehalten und geführt von Dir, von meinem spirituellen Meister, und der gesamtem Parampara. Ich danke Dir aus ganzem Herzen und wünsche Dir alles, alles Gute, viel Kraft und Gesundheit. Mögest Du uns noch lange persönlich begleiten.
Hare Krsna Deine Dienerin, Madri Devi Dasi
Maha Man Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you Guru Maharaj, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Dear Guru Maharaj,
I wish you all the best for your appearance day.
Thank you for always connecting us to Lord Caitanya. You always remember us and about the importance to take part in Lord Caitanya’s mission. You are so merciful that you give everybody with these possibilities - the inspiration to take part in sharing Krsna consciousness.
You recommend that we shall read the books, live the books and distribute the books. Please give me your mercy that I can do this. Please give me the mercy that I can be your disciple with whom you are always happy and satisfied with.
Your servant, Maha Man Dasa
Maithili Devi Dasi & Bhaktarupa Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
My Dearest Guru Maharaj, Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Life shakes us sometimes but our Guru is there doing the same thing. He is still serving Krsna and is still chanting. We experience so much difficulties, but he is just simply there. I believe I have to somehow or other become a dedicated servant, one who is ready to be formed and shaped just like a dough. It takes so much emphasis, but as a disciple one has to take the initiative, we have to chant and get absorbed in reading Srila Prabhupada's books.
I have realised it’s up to me to accept the mercy and act on it. Guru Maharaj you are the mercy manifestation of Krsna. You are receiving our service in one sense but in another sense you are not actually receiving the service, it is Krsna who is.
When we sing at mangala aarti we realise, we are caught in this material world, in the blazing forest fire of material existence, and that the mercy of the spiritual master is the only thing that can extinguish the blazing forest fire - yes our spiritual master is our life and soul.
On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja. I beg for your mercy, that I would somehow follow your instruction given. I pray that I could focus more attentively on my japa and above all to always take the humble position.
Happy Vyasa-puja. Guru Maharaj.
Your servants, Maithili Devi Dasi and Bhaktarupa Dasa
Maitri Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All Glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Dear Guru Maharaj,
I apologise in advance for choosing my words if it sounds inappropriate but honestly I'm not completely sure how to write and start the letter. On this day, I would like to be enlightened by the goddess Sarasvati so my words would be noble and the ones you are worthy of.
I read a lot of offerings to find out how to write this correctly. I could imitate them to make it sound nice, but I'd rather follow my heart and I choose the usual honest path. Please if you could forgive me, on this holiday, my wretchedness and inability. I would like you to feel very happy on this day.
It may sound like Maya, but I believe there is reason to rejoice. After everything you've been through, you are still here with us and you give us Krsna consciousness as it. For example I am extremely grateful to you. Only by your grace, I can continue to chant, to faithfully serve my husband, to spread Krsna's holy name and His prasadam.
You are a force that drives us forward. You are the sun that brightens our pious side. You are our hope for better days coming. You are the love that gives us the desire to dedicate our life to Sri Krsna. You are an inspiration that gives us the desire to serve devotees. This is how I see you and know you. I would like to thank you that I can be your student.
Please don't misunderstand my words, I'm just trying to express my gratitude as best I can.
Your servant, Maitri Devi Dasi
Maitri Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you on your auspicious day, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
What a blissful year it was, by your mercy Guru Maharaj. When I got initiated and people asked me, “How is your life different now?” I didn’t know what to say but soon after you started the Caitanya-caritamrta lectures. As a result I got interested in Caitanya-caritamrta. When I listened to your lectures on Ramakeli and the verses in the Adi-lila, my interest in knowing the pastimes of Caitanya Mahaprabhu picked up.
When I started transcribing these lectures the connection got strengthened. I feel that the weekly Zoom sessions have nurtured our relationship which has blossomed this year. These sessions helped me to get to know you Guru Maharaj so closely. You always gave some hidden or direct instruction Maharaj in these sessions. The minute I followed that instruction, I saw some change in my devotional service, “Don’t let chocolate come between you and Krsna, 16 uninterrupted rounds, meeting in progress with Krsna - please do not disturb. Don’t try to change your destiny - do something special on Lord Caitanya’s birthday.” The list is endless.
Maharaj, thank you so much for giving this nectar, I am so grateful for everything you have done for us in spite of your health issues. By your blessings, my spiritual journey has started. Thank you for giving me shelter.
Wish you all the best of health.
Your insignificant servant, Maitri Devi Dasi London, UK
Mali Caitanya Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Hare Krsna my dear Guru Maharaja,
Same as Krsna appears in this world because of protecting His devotees, killing demons and re-establish religious principles. You appeared in my life to bring me out of darkness of ignorance, purify my demoniac tendencies and lead me in devotional life.
"O best among the brāhmaṇas, those who are spiritual masters are very kind to the needy. They are always kind to their followers, disciples and sons, and without being asked by them, the spiritual master describes all that is knowledge."
(SB 3.7.36 Further Inquires by Vidura).
You are always enthusiastic to kirtan, giving lectures and preaching. You are giving your grace everywhere and to every direction. You are never tired and always prepared to reply on any question. You do always the best for leading your disciples. Your instructions are the most important mission in life. One must three times a day give you obeisances and meditate about you, and how to serve you in the best way.
I always think of you and always asking you in my heart if I am following you correctly. Everytime if there is any problem, I remember you and think probably how you would give me advise in that situation. Material distress is always coming, anarthas in the heart are appearing, I always struggling with uncontrolled mind and senses. Lotus feet of Krsna are the true vessel to take one across the ocean of mundane nescience. But in real life I still didn't really realize it yet. Therefore I always pray for your leadership and help. I am not able to give up my attachments at once, but with your leadership I can gradually purify them. I pray to be helpful to you in the mission of Srila Prabhupada.
"By serving the feet of the spiritual master, one is enabled to develop transcendental ecstasy in the service of the Personality of Godhead, who is the unchangeable enemy of the Madhu demon and whose service vanquishes one’s material distresses."
(SB 3.7.19 Further Inquires by Vidura).
Thank You very much for your Friday’s disciples Zoom meetings. It is big inspiration for me. Thank you for all your answers. It is very helpful in my devotional life. I pray for a small piece of your taste to serve Krsna.
Your servant, Mali Caitanya Dasa Czech Republic
Malini Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obesiances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
The time around Vyasa-puja is always special. It´s a great opportunity to reflect about the last 12 months and my connection to you.
I thought I want to share 3 qualities which are connected with one another and which are deeply connecting me to you and have had a great presence in my life over the last 12 months. It’s Authenticity, Faith and Surrender. These are qualities I see in you and which inspire me very much in your personality.
You are one of the most authentic persons I know. Within the last 12 months you have shown yourself so much, you have created a Zoom family table, to which you invite all of us every week and to which you come and show yourself despite weakness, bodily challenges and whatever else you were experiencing this year due to your Corona infection. That for me represents authenticity so much. It´s so inspiring for me to see and experience that. It helps me to become and allow myself to be the human being I am without trying to hide or make a story around myself.
Surrender and faith are the qualities I´ve experienced in you ever since I met you and heard you speak. Within the last year these qualities have gotten a deeper meaning in my life; I saw myself challenged to really allow Krsna to be part of my life and that meant for me to start opening my heart and have faith towards Him and surrender myself and my ideas, plans and whatever I thought I have to take care of by myself. And during that time you again presented these qualities so sincerely. During that time I could connect with you in my heart through these qualities.
The last year we´ve been told to stop travelling, we all experienced lockdowns, uncertainties about how our life will be and so on and so many different opinions were thrown at us. But you brought the light of Krsna. You told us to accept the situation for as it is Krsna’s plan anyway and that we should use the great opportunity to surrender to Krsna and have faith in His higher plan for us. I thank you so much for being a pillar for me during that time and for inspiring me to start having faith and using this wonderful opportunity to surrender to Krsna, since He´s the only one who knows what’s best for me anyway.
Thank you again for your support during the last year, in form of words, listening, prayers and making quality time. I also deeply thank you for being my friend, I have a lot to learn in order to become your friend, I´m struggling with being a servant, but I´m very grateful for your friendship and appreciate it dearly.
I hope and pray to be able to become a more sincere disciple and to be able to please you one day.
Your servant, Malini Devi Dasi
Matanga Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I wanted to use this opportunity again to thank you for everything you’ve been doing for us and the world. I wanted to thank you for being a solid example for me. The model of the embodiment of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mercy. The way you think and behave gives inspiration and hope to my heart. I hope that one day I will get out of the woods so to become a real instrument in your hands.
Even though the particular period that we’ve been through the past year, which affected me quite a bit especially in the beginning) you nevertheless continued to give many lectures and take care of us through the web. You continued to travel around Europe to spread the mercy just like lord Nityananda. I've been reflecting recently on this topic. You often say in your lectures that we have to spread the mercy of the sankirtana movement because this is the position of the devotee,’para-dukha-dukhi,’ he is always compassionate for the conditioned souls. Just like Prahlada Maharaja. A devotee is not a cripana - a miser which keeps the mercy only for himself. He is very generous, very charitable and he gives to everyone without discrimination. Just like Lord Jesus Christ said: “It is in giving that you receive”. And it is indeed the case, the more we spread the mercy – the more we get it.
Even though I understand it theoretically, in practice, I’ve been doing very little, just like a miser. And that’s why I’m getting very little and then getting frustrated with my two feet in the material world. I’ve heard in your lectures that you once made a commitment that you won’t feed your lower nature anymore. No more wiggling the worm on the hook! I understand now that that is a great commitment. That is the difference between the mediocre devotee and the serious one. I am afraid to make such a commitment myself at the moment because my crooked mind will deceive me the very next day. But nevertheless I’m looking forward to it, so I’m seeking more mercy to be able to do it soon. To become able to give up my lower tendencies and dedicate myself fully to the service of the devotees. To spread the rays of the soothing moon of the sankirtana movement.
I wish you a long life and vibrant health so that you can serve the mission with no worries. I’m looking forward to get your wonderful association soon. Thank you for being my spiritual father.
Your humble servant, Matanga Dasa
Merumala Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Maharaj,
A year has gone by without having had the good fortune of your association in person. Yet despite the limit on travel, you are still able to reach out to each of us. Your dedication to setting time aside to speak to us weekly speaks volumes about your nature. I know that there must have been times when you were too tired, not well or had other urgent priorities, yet you still made an effort. It shames me to think of what minimal sacrifice I make for you but I hope to improve on this someday.
Being able to see you online in various programs has really kept us going. Trying to practice spiritual life can become boring but you make it interesting. Seeing you take a sip of water during a family meeting, made me think, "Maharaj can even make water seem amazing," and Lord Krsna is the taste of water so that the concept works.
Thank you for helping this dull headed mind by showing us the techni-colour spectrum of spiritual life. Yes it can be lots of fun and fully satisfying being in Srila Prabhupada's Iskcon and we still need you to guide us along the way.
Your servants of the servant, Merumala Devi Dasi, Tamohara Dasa & Tarini Gokularanjana Dasa
Mireille Tenfelde
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his Srila Prabhupada.
Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to serve you even in insignificant way.
Geef me alstublieft smaak van je lezingen zodat ik ze misschien kan herhalen zoals ze zijn voor t spirituele voordeel van anderen.
And lastly please forgive me for all my offenses committed knowingly or unknowingly in the course of my trying to serve you and other vaishnavas.
Respect vol proberen - to be your humble servant, Mireille
Mukunda Madhava Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I had a great fortune to meet you. Thanks to my dear wife, Jahnavi. From the beginning she was very enthusiastic about you. I was careful but your lectures she kept listening had caught me. Although I did not know you personally, your words penetrated deeply into my heart. I was overwhelmed by your deep compassion, friendship and humour in your words.
I am very grateful that you accepted me as your disciple. It is a great fortune for me. You have many great disciples. When I see their wonderful qualities I am stunned. Their lives full of life and devotion are actually a glorification of you. Srila Prabhupada used to say that whatever good there is in him is just a reflection of qualities of his Guru Maharaj. I perceive that in the same way. Although I am as a grey heron among white swans, you have influenced my life. You made me a better person. I am extremely grateful for your favour and support and great friendship.
I am happy you are here with us, that you lead us and protect us. You are a wonderful person, excellent teacher, compassionate father and eternal well-wisher. I an ignorant fool, am writing this offering in spite of having no intelligence. But my unlimited gratefulness is pushing me to write.
Thank you for everything dear Guru Maharaj. Thank you for your favour, love and friendship. Thank you for your devotion to Krsna. Thank you that you are.
I wish you lots of luck, strong health and many good disciples.
Your servant, Mukunda Madhava Dasa Hare Krsna
Nadia Mani Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All the glories to you, All the glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All the glories to Srila Prabhupada,
Hare Krsna Maharaj,
It’s true what you had said, that the Guru loves his disciple more than the disciple loves the Guru. But for me Maharaj you are and always were important to me, because I see you as my spiritual father.
I know I have your blessings Maharaj, when I got Covid. You prayed for me and I really felt your blessings. I felt sad, you gave me courage and the strength. I hold on to the corner of your dhotie and knew that Guru and Gauranga will protect me.
I am very thankful to you Maharaj. Koti koti pranam and dandavats.
All the best Maharaj.
Your servant and your mercy case, Nadia Mani Devi Dasi
Nama-rupa Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Jayadvaita Swami. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Just recently I heard this quote from lecture given by Srila Prabhupada: “And the whole world is problem for ordinary persons, but to us it is not a problem. Because we see everything Kṛṣṇa's. If there is problem, it is Kṛṣṇa's problem. Why my problem? Kṛṣṇa can know how to solve problem. So we have no problem practically. Kṛṣṇa's problem. Kṛṣṇa will see to it.“ (Lecture on Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 1.5.8-9, May 24, 1969, New Vrindavan).
Somehow everything around me gets connected to devotional service, not because I am so dedicated but because you and Kṛṣṇa are not letting go of me. Guiding my life through seemingly frightening circumstances and arranging things so it looks like my life is made of many back to back miracles. Word miracle is actually just showing how limited my faith is, for what is not possible for you and Kṛṣṇa?
Although I am like an ignorant child on this path Back Home Back to Godhead I have been given the seed of pure prema-bhakti. It shines and points the direction on the path I walk. On the path I see footprints that clearly indicate that what I am attempting is possible. Your lotus feet give me shelter and protection so I can be fearless and joyful while taking next step.
Thank you for accepting me and my attempts to serve you.
Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa , Hare Hare , Hare Rāma, Hare Rāma, Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare.
Happy appearance day dear Guru Maharaj.
Your servant and your mercy case, Nama-rupa Dasi
Nara Narayana Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna my dear Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I came to this movement, like many others, to try and understand what the purpose of this life is and what it means to love God. What it means to try to surrender to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna. This desire within me of wanting to improve and this goal of life of wanting to be Krsna conscious is there in my life only because of your relentless service of trying to bring Krsna to us, to your disciples. You are a spiritual warrior in showing us how practically it is possible for us to be Krsna conscious, irrespective of our backgrounds. You have shown us how mercifully Prabhupada has made it easy for us to connect with the Lord no matter where we are and what our lifestyle is. And in being this spiritual warrior, you have formed an army of incredible and dedicated vaishnavas, who are there to guide the rest of us like myself in this lifetime. So I am grateful for so many things you do, but especially our god family, who are there to protect me and ensure that I am focused in my spiritual pursuits at every step in my life and that your mercy remains with me. So thank you for this spiritual army.
Now despite this goal being so clear, it is sometimes so difficult for me to follow the process in my day-to-day life. It certainly has its practical challenges. And I apologise for my shortcomings and my lack of dedication to you and to the Lord despite having this spiritual knowledge. I hope that I can develop the sincerity and the intelligence needed to fully commit to you and to be inspired by your mission. So, I beg for your blessings in this regard. I beg that I can always hold onto your instructions and my vows to you, close to my heart, like a spiritual compass as I try to navigate through this life.
You said it quite incredibly at last year's Vyasa-puja how your life has gone from doing things for Krsna, to looking after people who were doing things for Krsna to looking after people for Krsna. So, thank you for taking on the service of looking after us. Thank you for your mission of making Krsna so accessible to us. Thank you for being our spiritual inspiration. Thank you for always reminding us of Srila Prabhupada and being a living example of his mercy.
I am forever indebted to you my Gurudeva, and I beg to you to continue letting me be in your shelter.
Wishing you a blissful Vyasa-puja day. Hare Krsna.
Eternally yours in service, Nara Narayana Dasa
Nayanabhirama Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my Happy Vyasa-puja, Maharaj,
I’m feeling very much separation from you and all of your disciples at this time. In truth all the time. I am longing for the day we are all reunited in the swirl of ecstatic kirtan. Chanting and dancing at your feet.
The spiritual master is the mercy representative of the Lord. Therefore, a person burning in the flames of material existence may receive the rains of mercy of the Lord. (Srimad Bhagavatam 1.7.22).
In Vaiṣṇava philosophy there are three ways for perfection—namely, sādhana-siddha, perfection attained by executing devotional service according to the rules and regulations; nitya-siddha, eternal perfection attained by never forgetting Kṛṣṇa at any time; and kṛpā-siddha, perfection attained by the mercy of the spiritual master or another Vaiṣṇava. Kavirāja Gosvāmī here stresses kṛpā-siddha, perfection by the mercy of superior authorities. This mercy does not depend on the qualifications of a devotee. By such mercy, even if a devotee is dumb he can speak or write to glorify the Lord splendidly, even if lame he can cross mountains, and even if blind he can see the stars in the sky. (Cc Adi-lila 8.5, Purport).
By your mercy you have transformed and touched the hearts of so many lives. With your words and kindness and acceptance you have planted so many seeds around the world. Like a Gardner you have cultivated and nurtured and guided us on the path of Krsna consciousness and given us a greater vision for ourselves than we could’ve ever conceived on our own volition. We are truly the ripened fruits of your preaching.
You have given us the gift of the holy names of Krsna and allowed us to take shelter of you. Your strong faith and compassion has given us all so much faith and reignited our hearts again and again. True humility is honesty and many times I have herd you say, “I am an open book.” I pray one day that I too can be like that.
You are inspiration and guiding light in this movement. Your friendship and love and acceptance of all you meet leaves me awe. As completely disqualified as I am and in the deep darkness of ignorance. You have given me so much mercy and heart felt friendship. Like a torchlight you shine upon me and it shows me my flaws and anarthas and how very far I still have to come.
By your mercy and shelter I have done things I have never imagined possible, gone to places that I never thought I would go met people I never imagined. I would meet and engaged so many as instrument of your mercy in Krsna’s service.
I am nothing without you. It’s an honour to be your disciple. I’m indebted to you. Praying that I can honour that debt in service to you. Looking forward so much to seeing you again and longing for the day.
My most humble obeisances at your feet.
Your humble servant, Nayana Dasa
Nilacala Candrika Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Please accept my humble offering at your lotus feet. Thank you so much for rowing the boat of my life, I was saved from the material ocean the moment you accepted me as your disciple. And not only saved but picked up and put me in a safe place (Vrindavan) where I am able to serve so many devotees, which keeps me going on the path of perfection. However without your mercy, I cannot progress in spiritual life.
I beg at your lotus feet to bless so that I stay in Vrindavan till my last breath. I pray that you live a long life to save more and more conditioned souls like myself.
Your insignificant daughter and servant, Nilacala Candrika Devi Dasi
Nilacala Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Lately I have been thinking about the theme of how our ways of being can have an effect in our lives and in the lives of others. We always hear the phrase, 'He/she touched people's hearts,' When we speak of the impact one has had on the people they have met. In various classes you have also touched on how Srila Prabhupada touched the hearts of not only his disciples, but many others. The chanting artist in Mayapur particularly comes to mind.
Over the last couple of months I have had the opportunity to hear from former BYS (SPYS) students who have gotten in touch with me and have asked about you. Things like where you are and when you will be coming back to South Africa. They also speak about how you have touched their hearts with your kirtans and the kindness they felt from you. One wanted to show her gratitude to you that she even wanted to paint you something, as she is an artist. Your ability to have a positive impact on others and be able to leave them feeling positive by just being yourself is impeccable and something to aspire to.
Over the years I have been fortunate enough to experience the same kindness everyone else has experienced from you and for that I am grateful. I am not an artist, or possess any talents by which I can express my appreciation to you. Regardless of whatever shortcomings I might have, you always have a bigger and better vision for me than I could ever imagine for myself. I pray that through your guidance and blessings, I might be an instrument in Lord Caitanya's movement.
Your servant, Nilacala Devi Dasi
Niskincana Caitanya Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances and all glories to Srila Prabhupada
It has been quite a year. We are in the middle of the pandemic and that has meant a lot of adjustments and sacrifices in how we as devotees have been associating with each other and how we have been associating with you. Notwithstanding what we are all taught about the value of vani and vapu, there is nothing quite like direct association. Nonetheless we have been availing of the available opportunities to keep the devotee connections going. Rupa Gosvami has mentioned that the worst thing for a human being is not to have the association of devotees. Thankfully by making use of the material energy, devotees have found ways of associating. These days, like so many devotees, I practically live off Zoom these day.
Most of the outreach, sanghas, and services have become online. It has been over a year since we have been operating like this and many of us are restless for some direct interaction. Particularly yours Maharaj, your online presence has been such a great source of spiritual nourishment. But I cannot wait to see you in person again.
The live interactions I have had with you are feeling more and more precious. Whether it is seeing you give class and kirtan live at the Manor, spending time with you and our god siblings at Krishna Kirtan Prabhu’s house or simply picking you up from Heathrow airport and driving you around. And of course, hearing your wonderful reflections whilst in the car. The conversations in the car are nectarian!
Right now, it is your Vyasa-puja time and of course there are online provisions to celebrate it. But it also makes me crave the time when all of us again can be live with you in Radhadesh celebrating this directly. I am craving seeing you rock out amazing kirtans on the King’s day harinama. I am craving going under ‘the bridge,’ where the echo of your voice as you sing is even more booming and we are all crazily dancing, leaping and running from side to side. I am craving walking back to the coach after a long day with aching feet and but an enlivened heart and then having a relaxing ride on the coach, joking around with the god brothers as we head back to Radhadesh. I am craving the awesome class that you will naturally give the next morning. I am craving the opportunity to do a drama for your pleasure. Most of all, I am just craving seeing you in your element Maharaj. I am craving just seeing you in your room or going with you on a group walk up that long hill. I am craving going on a Vrindavan parikrama again with you. The list goes on.
As I reflect on the value of devotee association, I realise that my most enjoyable moments in Krsna consciousness have been with you. I am sure you I speak for many of our god siblings when I say you give us life Maharaj. You make Prabhupada’s teachings alive and practical for us and you give us encouragement and inspiration and focus. The instructions that you set for me at initiation, I still try keep as my focus and I always will. Trying to get better and better and fulfilling those. Some of those instructions I am making more progress with than others, but they all remain my focus in life and always will.
I am praying to Krsna that we associate face to face again, but I know that till then, you would always want us to keep the show running, keep ourselves engaged in devotional services and share Prabhupada’s teachings. So thankfully, by your blessings, Krsna and His devotees are keeping me busy in various projects with Manor. Sometimes it gets too busy, and I feel like I need some time for myself but then I reflect on all my engagements and feel gratitude that I have the privilege to be doing what I am doing. That mood along with your inspiration keeps me going.
Maharaj, you are my spiritual father and I hope to please you as a proper disciple one day. In the meantime, I pray to always have your association and serve you and hopefully by Krsna’s grace see you directly very soon.
Your insignificant servant, Niskincana Caitanya Dasa
Niti Laksana Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada,
I offer my respectful obeisance unto my spiritual master The deliver of fallen conditional soul
Today is your most auspicious appearance day. My dearest spiritual master on this occasion I want to wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja day. It's a very important day to all of your disciples and with your grace I have been able to have a connection with Lord Krsna.
While I was writing my offering I was beginning to realise how much it felt and meant to be on a solid ground. You have given me that shelter and protection under you in such a short time. You knew me, accepted and gave me blessings as your disciple in February 2020 when you came to London for an initiation at the manor. In the same year in August 2020 you agreed to give me first initiation on Zoom. I was very overwhelmed especially with you choosing August which was when I was born in this material world, and now you have given me new spiritual birth with your blessings.
Every day I listen to your lectures online to progress in my spiritual life by having your association. Listening your kirtans is absolutely ecstatic and nearly every disciple in the room are actually jumping with ecstasy.
I am praying soon they will start to open borders to make it easy for all of us to travel, so that somewhere something could be arranged for your disciples to see you Guru Maharaj. Your presence is what we are all looking forward to and your association.
Thank you Guru Maharaj, for arranging every Friday meeting with us on Zoom regardless of when you are tired and not well enough so your disciples could have your association. I remember you had to travel somewhere to have an internet so that you could hold your regular meeting on Friday. We are so fortunate to have you as our Guru who give your kind love and attention to your god family.
I pray to Lord Krsna when there will be a day I could take your darshan again in person and be able to just have few minutes of your association.
I will pray to Lord Krsna and Nrsimhadeva every day to keep you in good health.
Your eternal servant, Niti Laksana Devi Dasi
Nityananda Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Srila Jayadvaita Swami Maharaj. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Life is long and full of various activities. A person goes to school, gets a job, settles somewhere, cultivates relationships, and performs his duties and hobbies and so on. But in the conditioned state of life, all these activities are hollow and misdirected, and ultimately disappointing unless it’s connected to the Absolute Truth. Without this connection, one's living situation could scarcely be eternal, and one's personal values and goal is subject to change from season to season, through childhood, youth, adulthood and old age.
So on the occasion of your Vyasa-puja celebration, with pleasure and reverence in my heart, let me glorify you, who gives the timeless direction and goal by which your humble servant may expand his endeavour beyond the fruitless pursuits of the material existence. By tirelessly endeavouring to offer Krsna, His name, and His instructions in every phone and village, to whomever will hear, you are transforming the Earth into a spiritual abode, one heart at a time.
By your grace, even a poor and unfortunate wretch can find shelter at the Lord's lotus feet, and thus attain the satisfaction in life that he always hankers for. In this way, you have extended your kindness to me by engaging me in the service of the Lord. There is no other activity in the world which can give contentment to the heart of a living being.
Therefore, I offer you my repeated obeisances, and my eternal gratitude for taking the time and energy to offer this divine and spotless science of devotional service even to an arctic forest bogan like myself. Material life is a cycle of apparent successes and failures, but I consider that my eternal success in life is to receive your good instruction.
Thank you for your sage teachings, and your enchantingly enthusiastic example in the execution of uninterrupted loving devotional service to
Krsna, dear Guru Maharaj.
Your servant, Nityananda Dasa
Nrsimha Caitanya Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja celebration I contemplate about your mercy. I remember someone asking you for mercy and you replied that the mercy is always available, we just have to take it. We just have to seize it and take advantage of it. I am just beginning to realize how much mercy you give us and at the same time how limited is my ability to receive that mercy.
When Covid stopped the whole world last spring, you took social media by storm with numerous life streams about different topics. I think it was actually more than one livestream a day. I felt the overwhelming wave of mercy running over me as I tried to keep up with your frequency and stay up to date with all the wonderful topics. I gave up very soon and instead of trying to listen to everything and backtrack the talks I missed, I just listened to what was currently uploaded. I had to admit defeat because I was not able to take in all your mercy. I think the Guru - disciple relationship is like that - I am eternally indebted to you with obligation I can never really repay. How can one repay someone, who pulls him out of the material world?
The Covid pandemic showed me yet another thing. I realized that I am still very dependent on your physical presence and on a physical presence of holy dham. I have withdrawal symptoms because for a second time there is neither Vyasa-puja in Radhadesh, nor King's day and I miss the holy dham. It is always like a restart - I am looking forward to it with my last breath and then I am living from the inspiration for many months.
Fortunately I was able to have your association and visit Mayapur just before the pandemic broke out. I cherished those memories from last year's February, when me and Harinamananda Prabhu visited New York while you were there. You made it clear you want us chanting on the street and you even gave us the, ‘Swami protection,’ - you arranged with the temple authorities that they would not give us other services and that they would just let us go out every day.
At first we also tried to keep up with your schedule and we wanted to follow you around the city on various programs. When we asked you about some kirtan event you were supposed to attend, you just said something along the lines of: "Nah, it will be boring. Just go out for harinama." How could kirtan with you be boring? But I understood that our going out in the freezing cold and chanting the holy names for the people of New York made you much happier, then if we would be in a warm temple room enjoying your kirtan. And that made me tolerate the "polar vortexes" of cold air and I was just blissfully chanting with Harinamananda Prabhu and whoever else who came to support us.
Dear Guru Maharaj, I am looking forward to the day when this crazy situation goes away and I will be able to visit you somewhere. I am looking for the day when we will again storm the streets of Amsterdam under your leadership. I am looking forward to meet our god family in Radhadesh and I hope I will finally be able to walk in the holy dham under your guidance. I am not yet ready for the world's collapse and the living on a farm for the rest of my days. If that would happen, I think I would just go crazy.
Still hanging on, Your humble servant, Nrsimha Caitanya Dasa
Nrtya Gita Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
My dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
It´s been about 16 years now when I met you first time. I had been thinking if I could have a guru. I had no idea how to do it, except elder devotees telling me that you will find it out for sure when it is a time. “Just see, you will find out.”
At the time I had got those worldwide Ratha yatra DVD´s. I think it was from Durban, there was some South African huge Ratha yatra. After watching a little while I saw this wild, ecstatic turban headed person singing to the microphone, looking like the coolest person on this planet. It all looked so transcendental and beautiful. I felt something real. Then I knew it. I had found my guru. But who is he and how he can look so young? He sure has to have great sense of humour, I thought. Humour was very important.
After doing a little searching I found out that this person who is bringing such mercy and ecstasy is you, my dear Kadamba Kanana Swami. Soon after that we met in person and for my greatest happiness and luckiness we started our cooperation to get me to the track back to home, back to Godhead.
All these years later, I can say you definitely are doing your part of the cooperation very well. I have felt safe in my roller coaster ride. I’ve been hanging there because of your unbelievable mercy. It is so strong. And to be honest, humour has been needed. I pray that you kindly let me do that, hang in there. I can never pay your service back to you, but I am trying to improve myself in this beautiful process that Srila Prabhupada brought us.
Thank you so much. I wish you all the best. Hoping we could meet soon in person.
Your servant, Nrtya Gita Devi Dasi
Padmanabha Dasa
You do three hour ecstatic kirtans, I can’t even sing still you accept me, (as long as I sing softly). You do hundreds of hours of devotional service a week, I do a few still you accept me.
You study the scriptures, I mainly read the stories of Srila Prabhupada still you accept me.
You know many slokas, I can hardly remember my name still you accept me. This will get boring pretty soon, Because I can come up with another twenty of those easily.
The point is Guru Maharaj, That you give so much. So much service, to your Guru Maharaj, Iskcon and Srila Prabhupada. You are a saving grace, a beacon of light in the darkness of this dark dark Kali-yuga, God’s gift to the world. And that despite, if I speak for myself, I hardly do anything, And still you accept me. You accept us as your disciples. You don’t just accept us. You appreciate us, worts and all, “Come as you are, you’re alright mate, she’ll be right and so will you.” That’s your spirit.
You take us as we are. Don’t worry about your shortcomings (too much); work hard for Krsna, chant Hare Krsna and Krsna will take care, He will take all these nasty things away and bring you closer to Him. You work tirelessly for that, Lately I been feeling that, How little I really do, and how little I do with love and devotion, It’s more with lust and commotion, I don’t know what love is but you show me, you show us You show by your example, by your enthusiasm, by your behaviour, by sharing your reality, Following in the footsteps of the great acaryas.
It is so nice, so nice to belong to the devotee family of disciples of Kadamba Kanana Swami. We are all proud to be part of this family, a family of wise men and women, of misfits and fit in, of wild and shy ones, with a growing love for you Guru Maharaj, hoping to please you. You please the devotees very much, I only please a little still you accept me.
Thank you. Happy appearance day.
Your servant, Padmanabha Dasa Sydney, Straya
Parampurusa Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj.
I have desire to really thank you, for being your disciple. Srila Prabhupada has said many times that we must accept a spiritual master to make progress in our spiritual life. Before I join to Krsna consciousness I was hearing your kirtan on You Tube and I tell to myself, “Wow, that is really holy person. That is deep.” It never occurred to me that I could ever be your student. Your lectures and kirtans really inspire me. If I can ever do something beneficial for Srila Prabhupada and his movement, so only by your grace. I really thank you for this opportunity and for your grace.
Your servant, Parampurusa Dasa
Parthivee Jhungoor
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Guru Maharaj, Please accept my most humble obeisance at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Happy Vyasa-puja to you Gurudeva.
Guru Maharaj, on this auspicious day I pray at the lotus feet of Sri Sri Gaura Nitai to shower you with more Vyasa-puja days. May Gauranga Mahaprabhu always keep you healthy and energetic so you can keep distributing Krsna’s love to millions of conditioned souls.
(Sri Sri Guruvastakam, Srila Vishvanatha Chakravarti Thakura).
“Obeisance to You who have all qualities of unique skill in preaching, competence in Vaishnava dealings, selflessness and compassion.”
Because of our deep love for Krsna you are naturally deeply concerned with His parts and parcels. Therefore you are so expertly arranging for our re-entry into the devotional service of the Lord. Please bless us to advance in Krsna consciousness. Alone, I do not find the strength to chant the holy name of Hari. Please be merciful, bless me with a drop of faith and bestow on me the great treasure of the holy name of Krsna. You are such an expert preacher Gurudeva, each time I hear you speak, I am amazed.
Thank you for impressing upon this fallen soul the practicalities of life.
Dandavat pranam Guru Maharaj,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada,
All glories to Kadamba Kanana Swami Maharaj,
A fallen soul, Parthivee Jhungoor
Branch of the Caitanya tree
Prabhupada explains that ISKCON is a branch of the Caitanya Tree, of that wish-fulfilling desire tree. So, in this way, it is described how the mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is flowing and expanding, expanding through the vaisnavas to the whole universe. This process of harinama sankirtana is a personal process. It is a process about individual devotees taking up devotional service. And as such, that devotional service, which is performed by each and every devotee, then goes from one devotee to another devotee who then takes up devotional service. And again, devotional service will spread. So, this is the way that devotional service is spreading from person to person. No one can take up devotional service without being touched by a vaisnava.
A vaisnava is vancha-kalpa-tarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca, patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namaha. The vaisnava is a wish-fulfilling desire tree who can fulfil the desires of everyone and who is full of compassion for the conditioned souls. Such compassion is not an ordinary thing. How to actually develop compassion is not so easy, not so easy at all. But compassion is really the driving force of those wish-fulfilling vaisnavas.
Pavitra Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Srila Gurudeva, Hare Krsna. Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Srila Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Wishing you the most mercy filled appearance day. On this most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja I just want to thank you for your endless support and care always.
You showered me with your blessings last year on the 3rd of October, when you very kindly accepted me and gave me the name Pavitra Devi Dasi and since then I am in this bubble of mercy. I remember the first time I met you I just had a small service of writing the prashadam you would like to take along on your transit from Dubai (Damoderdesh) and just that one meeting with you and that one service had internally answered so many questions within me.
I really appreciate that even though you have so much going on with your services and so on. But still you give us time and nourish us every week with the weekly Zoom meetings. You also are very understanding just like a friendly father who gives support and guidance, and who never judges.
I am not doing enough I know. But I do desire to do my very best for this glorious movement of Srila Prabhupada. When I see you so perfectly utilising your time by taking care of your health and going for regular walks and not waste a single moment but just devote everything for spreading Krsna consciousness in the best possible way. I feel amazed and conscious at the same time. Gurudeva please bless me to always walk on this path of bhakti.
Just a few thoughts that I wrote:
Ever since we met, In life there are no more debts, In life I don't see much threat, I don't deny there are no threats, Under you shelter however, Everything has reset.
There are days when I feel lost, Material pangs in which I am caught, When I know I am not doing enough, Sadhana seems to be getting tough, Then I remember your lotus feet, And the path seems no rougher.
Always guiding me, Are your words like the key, Unlocking all my mental concoctions, Saving me from further reactions.
Strong is your preaching, Your heart ever so giving, Deep in my heart I know I lack, Maya is very strong waiting to attack, So I gather myself to the right track, Because I know you are always watching over my back.
May Mahaprabhu grant you more power and good health, So you can spread this greatest wealth, May the acarayas shower you with more empowerment, To spread this glorious movement,
Moment after moment. I beg to remain your humble servant, Pavitra Devi Dasi
Pooja Somaiya
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.”
(Bhagavad-gita, Introduction).
On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, this is an opportunity to express my heartfelt feelings of gratitude for having the shelter of such an exalted spiritual personality, and to glorify your endless magnanimous qualities.
You set a perfect example of being both a perfect spiritual master and a perfect disciple. Through these unprecedented times the world is now transitioning through, you have remained eager to give us your association and have continued to preach Krsna consciousness.
I had first saw you in 2018 at the Bhaktivedanta Manor, at that time I was just beginning my Krsna consciousness journey and was just coming to the temple for darshan of the deities and was not too aware of any programs that you may have been doing at the time. I was however, a little aware of who you were, as I had the fortune of coming into contact with your transcendental kirtans through my brother who was also getting into Krsna consciousness at the time.
When you came back to the UK in 2019, I was fortunate to attend the Leicester Ratha yatra, and as we went on the procession, I heard your kirtan live for the first time. I was happy to have this wonderful spiritual experience. This was the first Ratha yatra I attended, and I was looking forward to it, as I heard you were going to be in attendance.
I had a desire to speak to you, but was unsure on how to approach you. By Krsna’s arrangement however, another devotee wanted a picture of you, and because I was close-by you turned to me and asked if I could take the picture. With a sweet smile on your face you said “Don’t worry you can also have a picture with me.” I was amazed that this happened, as it gave me an opportunity to approach you, and exchange a few words with you as well. I had already been in search of a spiritual master, and although this was my first exchange with you, I immediately felt a connection and from inspiration within decided to take the opportunity to ask you for shelter. And after asking me a few questions and whether I am following regulative principles, you lovingly accepted me.
During this visit to the UK, you also had a house program and an initiation ceremony that I attended. In your talk, you invited everyone in attendance to come to Vrindavan for Kartik. I had a darshan with you afterwards and expressed a desire that I would like to go to Vrindavan for Kartik, and by your blessings it became possible.
At that 2019 Vrindavan Parikrama, after you had sung the Damodarastakam prayers on one of the evenings at the Krishna Balaram mandir, you had mercifully handed out maha prashadam to us. When we were thereafter washing hands, you had saw that I came to Vrindavan and said, “Pooja you made it here.” At this point my heart melted and I was appreciative of your personal nature and felt even more convinced that you the perfect guide for me.
sādhu-saṅga’, ‘sādhu-saṅga’ — sarva-śāstre kaya lava-mātra sādhu-saṅge sarva-siddhi haya
The verdict of all revealed scriptures is that by even a moment’s association with a pure devotee, one can attain all success
(Cc Madhya-lila 22.54).
Even though I have known you for relatively a short time now, the impact you have made in my life with a few moments of association is profound, and together with the association I get through your online classes, I have been very inspired and encouraged to be able to make steady progress in my Krsna consciousness and feel more peaceful in my day-to-day life.
Your talks, often with a sense of humour, are always filled with important messages and instructions, provide selfless and practical guidance that I am grateful for. Your ecstatic kirtans also allow one to be more absorbed and takes one back to Vrindavan.
To please you, I also try and engage in some preaching/devotional service. Since lockdown began last year, some of my devotee friends and I started to host an online sangha, and also organise some harinamas, which we hope to continue in the future, on a monthly basis.
Guru Maharaj, you are truly an ocean of mercy. Thank you for bestowing your endless blessings upon this fallen insignificant soul. Only by your mercy and your association I’ve been able to strengthen my spiritual life and deepen my relationship with Krsna.
Your train of mercy, which goes from place-to-place, is touching so many lives. My sincere prayer is that I be allowed upon this train, which has a destination of the spiritual world. I will endeavour to always try harder in my practice of Krsna consciousness, to always receive your mercy and also assist in encouraging new passengers to jump on-board this mercy train and help you in your commitment to His Holiness Jayadvaita Swami, Srila Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana mission.
Your insignificant aspiring servant, Pooja Somaiya London, UK
Prabhavisnu Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
My dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to the dust on your lotus feet, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
Where do I even begin writing this offering? What qualification do I have? What do I even know to glorify you?
Nothing. Absolutely nothing. I have no qualification and I know nothing, but the only thing I know and have is śraddhā, the firm conviction that you are my Kṛṣṇa.
From our very first meeting in New York, where you got down on your knees and showed me how to play the basic 1-2-3 beat of the karatalas, to our snowy and wet walks in Simhachalam, all I have known is you are the one. You are the one who could somehow save me from the life of sin that I was living. And most importantly, you are the one who can take me back home, back to Godhead.
From our numerous walks together and from your lectures, I have undoubtedly understood that you are the most kind-hearted, jolly, energetic, tenacious, and funny person I have ever met. I don’t that it is possible for one to possess these qualities all at once, but you are the treasure-house of these qualities.
It is only by your mercy that I have been able to make advancement in Kṛṣṇa consciousness. This mercy has come to me in different forms, but the most important mercy I have gotten is through your disciples. They were the stepping stones to attain the shelter of your lotus feet, or saffron socks I should say because you don’t like your feet cold.
This humble offering is the least I can do to glorify and please you for the moment, but once I am able to make my way back to Sri Sri Radha-Govinda, I will give everything I have to make your New York project successful in any way possible, and maybe then will I consider myself a little qualified to truly express myself and thoroughly glorify you in a proper offering.
Until then, dear Guru Maharaj, I hope to continue receiving your causeless mercy so that I may become a better servant of the servant of the servant of the servant in Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission to spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness in every town and village.
tad viddhi praṇipātena paripraśnena sevayā upadekṣyanti te jñānaṁ jñāninas tattva-darśinaḥ
(Bg 4.34).
With this being said, I completely surrender myself unto your lotus feet so that I may have the opportunity to render service unto you.
Thank you for making me your son. Thank you for your ever-pleasant association and most importantly, thank you for your soul-stirring and explosive kirtanas.
Your sincere servant, Prabhavisnu Dasa
Prashant Raniga
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
On my first meeting with you at Radhadesh Mellows 2020, you were so merciful to me, allowing me to spend a few hours with you and your disciples in your room. Since then I’ve been listening to your lectures and had the fortune of listening to you every week via Zoom. This has been such a blessing. To get your association and getting an opportunity to ask you questions.
I once asked you a question about book distribution as I was in France during the marathon last year. You said to me via Zoom that I will receive Srila Prabhupada’s mercy; if not now then later and then you said ‘Carry on distributing books.’ I see this as an instruction and once things open up I hope to carry on trying to distribute books.
Recently I’ve started to aspire for you. Feeling grateful to be connected with you. I asked you in a Zoom session few weeks back about personal association with a guru and you said, “It’s worth gold.” I hope that I can personally associate with you someday. I also hope I can do something to please you and gain your mercy.
Your aspiring servant, Prashant Raniga
Premanjana Dasa & Vamsi Gita Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Gurudeva,
Please accept our humble obeisance’s at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to your divine appearance, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Through all the calamities we have been through thus far, it was only by your mercy and grace we see a new day. When there was no association, we took shelter of the holy name on the beads you bestowed upon us. We have kept our minds sane with all the wonderful books you preach about, and the amazing collections which you have written. The glories of the holy name in the form of kirtan is what kept us being able to smile and realize how fortunate we are that when we utter the Lords name, He is personally present. This again is your teaching.
During our time being sick and not knowing if we will pull through, your mercy, prayers and guidance is what gave us the courage to just keep fighting. We still have so much to live for, to glorify you, to keep praying for you, to honour you and to help you in this mission for Srila Prabhupada.
Amidst these trying times, Vamsi Gita has managed to perform deity service during most of the year 2020, after we fell ill, as a family we had a realization to take the process more seriously and now we have engaged the girls to chant and read more. We also have been having Whats app video call kirtans with other devotees. Our reading of scripture and chanting has also improved.
On this day of your most grand appearance, our prayers to the Lord is that he keeps you well, protects you as you are on the battlefield with maya, gives you good health and helps you maintain it. We pray for the intelligence to help you in your mission, we know will give you intense pleasure.
We ask you to please forgive our offences and to continue to love, care, and guide us. Thank you for always being there for us over the years, for moulding us into servants, and for leading by example.
Thank you for your mercy, your continuous blessings and abundance of love. We never met Srila Prabhupada, what to speak of Radha Krsna but what we do know is that the sweet Lord has sent us his blessings in disguise and that is you.
Happy Vyasa-puja dear Gurudeva.
Your most rascal servants, Premanjana Dasa, Vamsi Gita Devi Dasi, Bhaktilata Pandita & Vibhavari
Punya Palika Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I wish you a wonderful appearance day. From last quite a few months I have been meditating on your vaishnava qualities as well as admiring all those you have inspired. I can feel the compassion you have for all the conditioned souls. I am humbled by our journey. It makes me reflect on all the sacrifices you made in your life for guru and Krsna. I think and reflect on your words you utter that it inspires me to talk about Krsna and Mahaprabhu’s movement.
The most amazing qualities that I have been meditating on is how you inspire 100s and 1000s of people and get them connected to Krsna through your mesmerising kirtans. And with that inspiration and meditation this insignificant servant tried to learn and sing some bhajans especially when I don’t have a great voice. I prepared a bhajan as my offering to you for your Vyasa-puja. The reason to choose that bhajan as it has the mood of surrender, it has a mood of renunciation, and it has mood of a request to keep one always situated at the lotus feet. The bhajan is called “Gauranga Tumi More.”
When I first heard this bhajan I felt the same emotions for you that is created by Sri Vasudeva Ghosa for Gauranga. And we all know that you have told us how important it is to know Gauranga, how important it is to take shelter of Gauranga and Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, and how important it is to connect to this movement with the mood of surrender.
But I apologise that I had to pull my name back from doing the live offering as we arranged the Vyasa-puja just before the live Vyasa-puja and by the time I had my turn, it was so much chaos in the house as everyone was honouring the prasadam with lots of kids and it was quite impossible to sing in that situation. But when we did our offerings/homages, I certainly offered this bhajan with all my heart and soul and hopefully it would have reached to you.
tomāra caraṇa lāgi saba teyāginu śītala caraṇa pāyā śaraṇa lainu
e kule o kule mui dilu tilāñjali rākhiho caraṇe more āpanāra bali’
vāsudeva ghoṣe bale caraṇe dhariyā kṛpā kari rākha more pada-chāyā diyā
1) Oh Lord Gauranga! Please do not neglect to show me Your mercy! Making me Your own very property, kindly keep me situated at the reddish soles of Your feet.
2) With the intention of attaining Your feet, I have utterly renounced everything. Now I have taken full shelter of Your soothing lotus feet.
3) Whether I am related to this family lineage or that family lineage – I have completely abandoned them all. I beg You to mercifully keep me by Your feet, calling me Your own.
4) Vasudeva Ghosa says, “Since I have tightly grasped hold of Your feet, please keep me here by always bestowing their soothing shade.”
(Gauranga Tumi More Doya Na Chadiho, Sri Vasudeva Ghosa).
I pray that I always remain attached to the shelter of your divine feet. Please keep showering your mercy onto me. Please forgive me for any offence I might have committed in my attempt to glorify your pure personality.
Thank you that you showed us by your example on how to surrender to Krsna, how to practice spiritual life and how to be detached from material things. You visit holy places and holy places are everywhere you go because Sri Krsna is still with you.
Your lectures inspire me and give me the courage to surrender more. On one lecture you said that, “If one fully surrenders to Krsna miracles could happen.” I have those words on my mind. I pray and beg for your blessings that I never forget Krsna, never forget the taste of serving your lotus feet and to be able to ceaselessly be engaged in this nectarean service and that I find the determination to serve this movement.
Your naïve servant,
Punya Palika Devi Dasi
Purnahuti Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj (Kadamba Kanana Swami),
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Everything is very personal everywhere and every time. Sometimes we forget about that important relationship with spiritual master and we are running by trying to satisfy the body mind and material senses. How strong it is this bodily concept? My little brain and big false ego who thinks very often something different about me than what is really makes my life difficult. But you are always here for me to kindly help me and show me what is best for me.
Maybe I wanted to take also sangas like you but then I realise that this is not an easy thing to do. So who you are and how could we understand you? How much you have to tolerate our association. We are sentimental kanishta and we try to follow somehow Varna and shrama. We chant Hare Krsna. Our kids will teach us to serve attitude and read about Krsna hear about Krsna, because we want to be Krsna consciousness and we want to give them this opportunity also.
This is material motivation but it works. Because everything is very personal and you and Lord Krsna give us this mercy to start with amazing spiritual journey. Thank you for that mercy. How extraordinary person you are we can’t imagine but we see how much of a big heart you have and it is a big eternal inspiration. I am myself inspired by you and your disciples.
I am proud of be part of that spiritual family’s hope we will have a live big kirtan together soon.
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj. All glories to your 2021 Vyasa-puja.
Your servant, Purnahuti Dasi with Prema Bhakti (1 year old daughter)
Radha Raman Dasa & Radha Priya Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to his holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj,
Happy Vyas Puja 2021,
Through 2020 and the height of Covid-19 we were unable to receive your association in person due to various restrictions and lockdowns around the world. However, you were so merciful in arranging classes online, where we could see you and hear some nectar from you. This gave us the strength to survive through that stressful year. While reading Caitanya Caritamrta, you gave us your association every day. Whenever it was possible we watched it. Through these classes, this whole year we felt you very close to us. You sat and spoke with disciples from various countries and time zones, you brought us all together and closer to you, despite the physical distance between us all. Still we are eager to take darshan from you in person, through Krsna’s mercy, hopefully sometime soon. Till we are able too, we always look forward to hearing you speak online and thank you for bringing us joy and hope through an otherwise stressful year. The way you spoke about Vrindavan yatra, it felt so real, as if we were there with you in Vrindavan dham.
Thank you to all the devotees who are helping you to run these online sessions. They also updated us about your health as well. Lord Krsna has performed many lilas in Vrindavan, however there were two times when Krsna lila was witnessed by whole vrajvasis. During the Kaliya lila and while he was lifting the Govardhana hill. When rain was pouring in Vrindavan, The Lord lifted the Govardhana hill and addresses the cowherd community:
The Lord then addressed the cowherd community: O Mother, O Father, O residents of Vraja, if you wish you may now come under this hill with your cows.
(SB 10.25.20).
na trāsa iha vaḥ kāryo mad-dhastādri-nipātanāt vāta-varṣa-bhayenālaṁ tat-trāṇaṁ vihitaṁ hi vaḥ
You should have no fear that this mountain will fall from My hand. And don’t be afraid of the wind and rain, for your deliverance from these afflictions has already been arranged.
(SB 10.25.21).
Similarly you have given protection to all disciples through your online association from various countries in the highly stressful time last year. We both are very grateful to all devotees who are working behind the scene and keep us updating us about your programs.
Krsna willing we hope to serve you and have your association soon in Sydney.
Always in your service. Your humble servants,
Radha Raman Das & Radha Priya Devi Dasi Sydney, Australia
Radha Raman Dasa (South Africa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
hare kṛṣṇa hare kṛṣṇa kṛṣṇa kṛṣṇa hare hare hare rāma hare rāma rāma rāma hare hare
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
It is my great fortune that I have this rare opportunity to glorify you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja. It is because of your mercy and unconditional love that I'm connected to you and Srila Prabhupada that sometimes I take this for granted.
A few weeks ago you mentioned you wanted two things from your disciples. One is to be kind to everyone and the other is to be a giver. It is easy to say these things but to actually live it and be an example of this is the challenge. But Guru Maharaj you are the perfect example of these two qualities. I pray I may imbibe these qualities one day, by your blessings.
Three years ago you accepted me as your disciple and instructed me to visit the holy dhamas. With your blessings I attended your Vyasa-puja at Radhadesh and visited Vrindavan twice. The memories we shared are unexplainable and will be in my heart forever. Guru Maharaj you are my inspiration and my everything.
I pray that I may be able to assist you in your services to your Guru Maharaj and Srila Prabhupada. I pray that I may always remain under the shelter of your lotus feet.
Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaj.
Your servant, Radha Raman Dasa Durban, South Africa
Radhakanta Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
This blessed event of your Vyasa-puja inspires me every year, as I get the opportunity to remember you more than on an average day and to think deeper about yours and mine position and our relationship. I was thinking what I should write about and while returning from work I was reading the Tenth Canto of Srimad Bhagavatam, the Chapter where Brahma recites his prayers to the Supreme Lord. I came upon very nice verse:
evaṁ-vidhaṁ tvāṁ sakalātmanām api svātmānam ātmātmatayā vicakṣate gurv-arka-labdhopaniṣat-sucakṣuṣā ye te tarantīva bhavānṛtāmbudhim
Those who have received the clear vision of knowledge from the sunlike spiritual master can see You in this way, as the very Soul of all souls, the Supersoul of everyone’s own self. Thus understanding Your original personality, they are able to cross over the ocean of illusory material existence.
(SB 10.14.24).
Even the most advanced being in this universe fell here into the trap of maya, what to say about me, who was few years ago engaged in various sinful activities. But the spiritual master is here for everyone, who is ready to listen and obey his instructions.
During my first darshan of you, you looked out of the window and told me, ”All these people outside are living in illusion.” I was at that time freshly coloured brahmacari, maybe little fanatical. Anything besides pure devotional service was for me, simply maya. Now I realize how much in maya I was then.
It´s not easy to be really Krsna conscious. To remember at every moment the amount of mercy I am getting. To realize the significance of every name of Lord Krsna I try to chant. To see difficulties in life as an appeal to think about the Lord
vipadaḥ santu tāḥ śaśvat,( SB 1.8.25) and surrender more to Him. To reject everything that is without connection with the Lord. But that opportunity is here and you are giving it to me. Now I have to do my part.
Thank you Guru Maharaja million times.
Your insignificant servant, Radhakanta Dasa
Ragamayi Bhakti Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jaiadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Happy Vyasa-puja day dear Gurudeva,
This year whenever I started writing my offering, I was not sure what to write as I haven’t done anything great which I can offer you on this day. I was a bit hesitant and then decided okay I won’t write anything this year. But on Vyasa-puja day you said, “Okay more devotees can read offerings during Friday meeting and those who haven’t yet written will get time.” So I was like, “ Oh my God, Gurudev is asking me to write, no matter what I have done in last year.”
Yes, even though I am useless you are full of mercy. I remember when I came to meet you the first time in Mayapur you had asked me to improve on my hearing. Which I never did. But in the last year, I got an opportunity to transcribe your lectures and that showered so me with much mercy. After spending so many years in this movement now I am realising I haven’t heard anything seriously all these years. But you have all the plans for your disciples and you very kindly guide them on how to achieve spiritual success. Transcription seva is making me understand how much I need to work on myself to be a better servant. I hope with blessings I will do this seva sincerely. This was saving grace for me in last one year.
In Mayapur, I was waiting for you in the Pancha Tattva courtyard, and as you were coming out of the temple one brahmacari wanted to speak with you. But straightaway you mentioned that, “No, she has come all the way from Pune just to meet me, and I need to speak with her.” You do so much for your disciples. You have all the time to listen to them but how useless I am? I am not doing anything great which will make you proud. But as you always say that, “Every small service is the preparation for a bigger service.” So hopefully one day I will do something which will be meaningful for Srila Prabhupada’s mission, for your mission. I can't do anything myself but if I have your blessings then I know I will do something.
We had discussed a few years back about preaching in Sheffield. You asked me to, “Cook nicely and invite people. Keep it going, even if you can’t open a preaching center continue with whatever you can.” This is what I can do at this stage with child. I cook and invite people and distribute prasadam whenever I can. In the last year, this service is almost stopped. Hopefully, once things open up I will get an opportunity to start this. Last time when I met you in Manor I had mentioned that we are planning to move to Leicester because of Parikshit’s school. And you very kindly said, “Yes that will be really nice. Now you have spent lots of time in Sheffield. Leicester will be better for you.”
So I know, I won’t be able to fulfil your desire for Sheffield center. Please forgive me for this, but whatever I can do to keep preaching going on in Sheffield I will do it, no matter where I am on this planet. This is the promise I can give. I know I am just an instrument and Krsna is doing everything but at least I will try to do whatever I can. Hopefully, with my little capacity, I will serve Leicester devotees too.
I am also working on one project which is related to cow protection and sustainable living. It is non Iskcon project. You always mention when disciples do service to cow that always gives you strength. I will write to you details about it separately but on this day I just want to offer whatever I am doing for Go-seva at your lotus feet. Without you I am like a paralysed person.
I am beggar and on this day also I am begging to please keep me under your shelter birth after birth. No matter how many times I fall but please keep me always in your shelter. You have blessed not only me but my whole family and especially Parikshit. Again I am begging you to please keep him under your shelter.
Initially, I was not sure what to write but now I am not sure where to end. You have so many qualities that I don’t have enough words to glorify you.
Your insignificant daughter, Ragamayi Bhakti Devi Dasi
Rai Kisori Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Gurudeva. Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Dearest Srila Gurudeva,
You are the epitome of mercy. As our spiritual master you are always trying to satisfy and please us by taking out time to give us your precious association even though we are having to do it online due to the current world situation. On the most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I want to express my gratitude to you for that.
Dear Gurudeva, sometimes we tend to only expect things from you while neglecting the fact that instead we should give ourselves to you. As disciples our priority should be to remain to your service to the best of our abilities.
Dear Gurudeva, today I have a plea. A most humble plea to please engage and use us in any way that may be convenient to you in your service to Srila Prabhupada and Sri Nama Prabhu. Please use us as instruments in your endeavours to please our Dear Srila Prabhupada and please give us your blessings and empower us so that we may be useful to you.
Thank you so much for always being here for us.
Trying to be your servants, Rai Kisori Devi Dasi, Vyasa Krsna Das, Vrndavani and Varsana Vasini
Rasika Raya Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you on your most auspicious Vyasa-puja. All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Srila Prabhupada tells us: “It is not possible for a conditioned soul to directly meet Kṛṣṇa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but if one becomes a sincere devotee and seriously engages in devotional service, Lord Kṛṣṇa sends an instructing spiritual master to show him favor and invoke his dormant propensity for serving the Supreme.” (Cc Adi-lila 1.58 Purport).
Krsna is personally involved and He carefully sends just the right person to deliver a particular conditioned soul. Krsna’s genius, I think. And for my rescue mission, Krsna chose you. No one else’s words, reflections or instructions have the power to penetrate my consciousness so naturally and so deeply.
Your instructions are like rafts in this ocean of material suffering. When I cling onto them, I am safe, at home and there is no chance of me drowning. Your words are like the final piece of a jigsaw puzzle - the final piece, that I didn’t even know was missing, simply slotting into place.
For example, you told us to become Prabhupada men and women. That we should know Prabhupada and his desires inside out. That really struck a chord with me. So I started reading Lilamrta every evening with my father. If I’m honest, we stopped recently but at this time of renewal, I better start it up again.
You told us that the Caitanya-caritamrta is our most important book. I appreciated that. So I worked to spread the glories of the Caitanya-caritamrta last month during the Gaura Purnima marathon.
You told us to be eager for the mercy, this very mercy that has brought us to Krsna consciousness. I loved that spirit. So I'm often scheming: how can I get my hands on as much mercy as possible? How can I score those maha sweets to honour and distribute?
You told us that we depend on the blessings of the vaisnavas. You say that they all have the power to bless because they have credit with Krsna. I connected very strongly with that. So I remind myself to appreciate, serve and satisfy the vaisnavas.
You told us to do something for Prabhupada’s mission, that Prabhupada’s problem was that he couldn’t think small and that we have also inherited that same problem. I loved that! So I find myself thinking, how can I make a substantial contribution to the mission, how can I distribute these books more widely and how can we make more devotees?
Like an expert physician, you administer the medicine of Krsna consciousness in such a way, that I, like an excitable puppy, jump up to receive, relish and consume it. In this way, you’ve moulded my life. But having said that, I’m still a spiritual infant, only 6 months old and lacking in maturity. There are some important personal instructions of yours, instructions to become established (both materially and spiritually), that I’m yet to embrace for want of something more palatable.
Like a puppy, I still want to go out and play. Even though you, my master, are calling me back to the sanctuary of home, your calls sometimes fall on deaf ears. I have some growing up to do if I am to become my guru’s dog and be cured of this disciple-in-name-only syndrome.
On this most auspicious occasion, I pray to you for the strength and discipline to become a more mature disciple: one who recognises the jewels in all of your instructions. This is the only way I can keep myself from drowning, for who knows what's best for me better than the one that Krsna personally sent for me?
Your aspiring servant, Rasika Raya Dasa
Rajender Rawat
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisance. All glories to you. All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami. All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Thanks for giving me your kind shelter and be merciful on me. By hearing your melodious Hare Krsna maha-mantra kirtan, I can also croon sometimes and stay engaged in calling Krsna’s name to cut my sins.
On this auspicious day, I would like to request you to always keep me under your guidance and kind shelter. I am so weak and maya easily attracts me. Guru Maharaj, you have the power to deliver materially engrossed souls like me, please save me from the attraction of maya.
Thank you for your patience with me and for your causeless mercy.
Your humble servant, Rajender Rawat
Rajasekhara Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Through unprecedented times over the last year, where the only constant has been a change from one position of uncertainty to the next, society at large have been left in a distraught condition.
An overwhelmed and anxious society began to scamper in search of new ways, not only to survive the deadly virus, but also the disastrous socio-economic conditions it brought with it (which some may argue, have far greater consequences). Others began manufacturing one conspiracy theory after another, in a desperate attempt to find someone to blame, or to lobby their own agendas.
The world looked to scientists, politicians, businessmen and so-called religious leaders to navigate the storm, but have been left misdirected. You on the other hand, fixed in your relationship with your spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada and Krsna, and in-touch with the eternal spiritual reality, have been a hopeful guiding light for those under your shelter.
Your love towards Guru and Krsna, even during these times, as well as towards your disciples and devotees in general, certainly stands as a shining example. You have practically showed what it means to be a dedicated servant to Lord Caitanya's sankirtan mission under all circumstances.
You could no longer travel the conventional way, from one flight to the next, from country-to-country, and continent-to-continent. This downtime could have been used for your own bhajana and sadhana, with valid reasons not to travel and not to preach so rigorously anymore.
However, out of your love and compassion, you started to employ more use of technology (which you often said you were not so savvy with before) and started to travel the world, via the World-Wide-Web, across many of the available platforms, including YouTube, Facebook Live, Instagram, and Zoom. “Zooming,” from one session to the next, you would visit and greet us, in our “boxes”, while continuing to impart Vedic wisdom. In addition to the daily lectures, you were doing, you would often still do morning classes and other lectures. You would also continue with your managerial responsibilities in New York, and with the time difference, be on calls late at night/early hours of the morning.
Instead of the usual jet lag, now you get “Zoomed out,” but you continue these sessions out of your love, and wanting to continue to preach, and to stay connected to your many disciples and well-wishers who long for your association, and who are dependent on it.
Thank you for leading by example and showing us how to always remain committed and dependent on Guru and Krsna.
On this most auspicious day, I pray that I may mature in my relationship with you, and that this relationship continues to increase my surrender, and the desire to develop a relationship with “Wonderful Krsna”, not one that is out-of-duty, or institutional in nature, but one filled with awareness of Krsna’s loving presence in our lives.
You often mention of how as Iskcon, we should be a “Community-of-love”, and I see how you are practically trying to instil that vision, through your exemplary behaviour and kind dealings with all.
I am most grateful for all the virtual association we get from you, but at the same time, eager to have your association in person once again, to chant and dance in your ecstatic kirtans and to serve you. And if I am fortunate enough, to have your merciful smile and glance upon me, as in all three worlds, what could be more valuable than this?
Aspiring to serve and please you, Rajasekhara Dasa Johannesburg, South Africa
Ranganatha Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you Maharaj on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Maharaj, although this Covid has brought the entire world to a standstill it has also created a shift in our mind-sets. A shift from that of taking for grant to one of gratitude. We now appreciate every drop of association that we receive and I am so grateful that I get to hear and see you (virtually) more now than prior to Covid.
I am also grateful for your innovative preaching such as:
- Introducing your live weekly zoom sessions were we are able to connect with you irrespective which part of the world you are and the beauty of it is that you plan to continue these weekly sessions post Covid.
- You have acquired a vehicle and are willing to travel to any country whose borders are opened. Your magnanimity holds no bounds and we are so fortunate to have you as our spiritual master to guide us out of this nescience of this material world.
I pray that I can one day take full advantage of your wonderful association and be of greater service to you and all the vaishnavas.
Your aspiring servant, Ranganatha Dasa
Ravindra Svarupa Dasa & Sri ji Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Our dear Guru Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
namo oṁ viṣṇu-padāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tāle śrīmate kadamba-kānana -svāmin iti nāmine
We offer our respectful obeisances unto his divine grace Kadamba swami, who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.
We are very sorry that we were not allowed to meet you in person for a while. We do not dare to visit you when you are in Amsterdam or Radhadesh. Conditions are not favorable for us, because our health does not allow it. Fortunately, we can associate with you digitally every Friday.
We are also fortunate to be able to listen to many of your lectures via the internet. Never before have we been able to do this. Furthermore, we have almost all of your CDs at home and they are played regularly.
We still think of you daily and fortunately we can recite the Guru mantra with all offerings and prayers. This gives us the feeling that you are far and at the same time very close to us.
Thank you for being our very special father.
Your eternal servants, Ravindra svarupa Dasa & Sri ji Devi Dasi
Reena Rao
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna my dearest Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisance at your lotus feet.
I don't know how to start writing, or what to write. But I can say that this moment is going to be the most memorable moment of my life where I am getting chance to express myself feelings to write about your glories, your mercy on me , a fallen soul.
I had been good for nothing, foolish at times, did not know how to serve Krsna,or how to serve Srila Prabhupada and the significance of a Guru. But Maharaj I am still putting my efforts to express my experience in Krsna consciousness after meeting with you.
First of all I thank you Maharaj for accepting me as your aspiring disciple, though I am a fallen soul. You have helped me regularly personally through whats app whenever I texted you about my queries. You have even replied to my irrelevant questions, by taking out time from your valuable schedules.
How I came to know you: Guru Maharaj it's only since five years I came to know about Iskcon, through my son. He would send me your videos on kirtan mela. Here I came to know about you. I was impressed by your singing the maha-mantra kirtan and here my heart said that I found my Guru.
My first meeting with you: I first met you in Vrindavan near Srila Prabhupada’s quarters. I hope you remember Maharaj? You were talking to a devotee, it was dusk time, slightly dark. When I saw you in person, I was confused and I directly asked you, “Are you Kadamba Kanana Maharaj?” Sorry Maharaj, at that time I was unaware of the protocol and you politely replied. “Yes.” So I started singing harinama kirtan sung by you in Mayapur kirtan mela 2014, and you said, “You sing much better than me.” That was so humble and so sweet. That really touched my heart. And I thought Krsna bhaktas are so down to earth.
My experience in Kartik month in Vrindavan Parikrama in your association: Maharaj I can never forget that day when once I got a chance to communicate with you personally during parikrama. It was the day when you were giving initiation to a married devotee couple. There I asked you for my initiation and you replied that there is still time and I am still not matured for it. That time I did not understand the significance of your statement. And I replied, “Maharaj I am a matured lady of 50.” Gradually under your guidance, advice and instruction that helped me to advance in Krsna consciousness.
You are so merciful: Maharaj I am really lucky that I got your association. You have been so merciful on me from time to time. Your support, your appreciation, your advice have all helped me to advance in my bhakti. Your advice to join a temple and be under devotee association has helped me a lot in improving myself and my service in Radha Madan Mohan Temple, Kharghar. By the mercy of Radha Madan Mohan and the blessing of Srila Prabhupada I am trying my best in bhakti marga. But I sincerely need your help and guidance Maharaj.
Your dedication my inspiration: Maharaj I have seen your dedication during this panadamic period. Which has inspired me to be sincere in doing bhakti. Your continued engagement in giving lectures, traveling places for taking Sri Caitanya-caritamrta and Srimad Bhagavatam classes, doing intense kirtans, giving initiations and not taking rest for a single moment. And in between this you suffered from corona virus, I got so scared and I prayed to Lord Krsna to recover you soon so that we may get your precious association again.
Maharaj by listening your kirtan I get encouraged to love Krsna more and more.
At the end I surrender myself at your lotus feet. I am trying to dedicate my life in serving Krsna's Lotus Feet. For this I need your blessings and so I request you to accept me as your disciple.
Hare Krsna
Your servant and fallen soul, Reena Rao Chattisgarh, India
A great source of bliss
I appreciate the chanting of sixteen rounds. It is the mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu that comes through these rounds. And that is the minimum, better if I chant more! I appreciate whatever service that I can do, whether I like that service or whether I do not like that service. Some services are nice and some appear to not be nice in itself. Some things are not so nice to do. Like I have had to go and fight Court cases. I do not particularly enjoy that, it is not my thing. It is a real austerity. But when it is for Krsna, it all becomes a great source of bliss. So I welcome any service!
Revati Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna my dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you, All glories to Srila Jayadvaita Maharaja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
To be honest, I am still type of speechless. Speechless about all the changes and different situations in my life during the last year. Speechless about finding myself in Vrindavan now. Speechless about the way in happened. I didn't even feel any more how dangerous my whole situation was. Caught in a net of what I considered to be my moral obligation there wasn't much time and energy left to reflect on my situation.
Okay, I considered this as my service, wanted to give an example that devotees are not just concerned about themselves. Still I should have understood that I am not the one to change the life of others. When I finally met you in September, there wasn't any doubt any more about what to do. There was no, “discussion”, just your order to return to the holy dham as soon as possible. Thank you for making this point so clear. Otherwise, I would have discussed with you. And to be honest, there were some moments where it wasn't easy. Not just because I had to leave others in a really difficult situation.
I couldn't return to India, so I chose New Mayapur, but without seva, it turned out to be a strange experience. Giving up my flat in Mayapur and shipping the needed things to Europe, was really complicated. And then, after the Indian government changed the rules and I was able to return, all the formalities and contradicting information I got almost drove me mad. It was just because of your clear instruction that I didn't give up.
But after all the struggle, from the moment I sat in the train to the airport, everything became so easy. In Delhi someone put me into a wheelchair and navigated me safely through all the extra Corona formalities. While most of the other passengers were still waiting in long rows, I got already my stamp on the hand and could leave the airport – despite of missing one important document.
What can I say? I am quite sure, this was just because of your mercy. It is all by your mercy, it's always your mercy. Krsna's mercy, coming through you. This is your greatness, I am just the undeserving receiver. You are like an expert chariot driver, knowing very well, when to let the reins loose and when to tighten them. This experience gives me a strong feeling of security, whatever my situation might be.
At the moment I am still waiting for my registration transfer. And since I got this small but wonderful service here, I am a little bit nervous. But after all, I know one thing: whatever happens, someone is pulling the strings, holding the reins, so I am always saved.
I learned a little from your classes and Zoom meetings. So it becomes easier for me to accept that the best times of my life are over, at least as far as the body is concerned. I think I seriously have to reconsider my expectations about what I am able to do and what I should do.
Finally I would like to share an experience with you, I had just yesterday. We went to Vrindakund, our driver was a devotee from Radhakund who seemingly knows every hidden place and temple in Vraja Mandala. So on our way he took us to some hidden Balaram/Dauji temples. Very simple, but so nice. Not just because of the deities. It was so nice to see the simplicity and sincerity of the locals, serving there. And then Vrindakund. This old pujari, serving there along with his wife since 39 years, going through so many difficulties, without ever giving up. It reminded me of you talking about how in India, devotees are sticking to their seva for their whole life. It might be a small seva, but they take it serious. Talking with my friend who came with me, we realized how often what we are doing is just out of false ego and pride, or just for our own sense gratification. Since many years I was already doubting: am I doing all this for Krsna or for my own pleasure?
I want to see more of these places. I want to have more association with these simple but wonderful devotees. I want to get their blessings, I want to learn from them and I want to find a way to be steady, even if what I am able to do is not to my own expectations. It took me so many years to finally really understand, it's not just about what we do, but how and why it's done.
I feel, that's why you and Krsna brought me here. And I am so grateful for this opportunity.
Thank You so much sending me back. Thank You for the personal example you are giving. Thank You for being the wonderful person you are. Thank You for being my best friend.
Please bless me that I will continue to go on into this direction.
Your (not yet completely speechless, somehow still aspiring) eternal servant, Revati Devi Dasi
Rukmini Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
My dear Spiritual Master,
In the morning one should meditate on the spiritual master as situated in Navadwipa with two eyes and arms, as being peaceful and bestowing all benediction and fearlessness upon chanting his names
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
On my first trip to Mayapur you directed me to Saci Devi’s house to help with preparations for Jayadvaita Swami’s Vyasa-puja.
“But I don’t know her,” I said, “Would be ok to just rock up?”
“Just use your Kadamba Kanana Swami mantra.” You answered with a mischievous smile
Every morning we recite these mantras in Sri Sri Radha Radhanatha’s altar. I’d like to meditate upon you as peaceful and bestowing all benedictions and fearlessness. But often the picture that comes to mind is of your five consecutive sneezes over the billowing incense. And a disdainful look at the pompous puja that translates into, ‘So when are you going to actually do something?’ I can’t escape you.
Still, it’s this magical Kadamba Kanana Swami mantra that grants me entrance into mystical realms of mercy. It has never stopped offering benedictions and fearlessness. After you so gleefully sprung the Vyasa-puja on us, it was a week for quick videos. I thought of lessons you tried to teach me:
“I would be so pleased if my disciples would be known for their extraordinary kindness.”
“A leader is to be known by their generosity.”
“Rules are made for fools to follow and wise men to be guided by.”
I should have known better than to quote your quotes. The moment the video was done Krsna turned my world upside down and it took a whole 48 hours for me to realise that He was testing me on these very same points. And I failed miserably. I didn’t even recognise the test. I’m lacking in kindness. I’m lacking in generosity. I’m still the fool, fixated on the externals. I feel like a clumsy child who thought she could walk in her father shoes and lands on her face. I realise that there is no kindness without humility and I am afraid to be humbled.
But you embody kindness. You ooze generosity. And you are wise, knowing just how and when to apply compassion. Whatever the circumstances, however I never seen you cut some off from the flow mercy. Many years ago some of the priests in Jagannatha Puri made an effigy of Srila Prabhupada and burned it. All of us were outraged. I read a letter you wrote to those priests. You politely but systematically quoted scriptural evidence explaining why the perpetrator would go to hell. And you ended the letter saying that you hoped at some point the issues could be worked through and then they would be welcome to visit our temples and join us for prasadam.
It bowled me over. You would not shut the door on anyone. Maybe you would keep some distance but you always leave the door ajar. This kindness is not sentiment. It is not people pleasing or co-dependency. It is the deep absorption and practical experience of Lord Caitanya’s mission that fuels it. And it can only be present in one who genuinely believes in all circumstances that they made of mercy. It is kindness born of humility.
What have I to offer you this year? Well it hasn’t been a year of impeccable sadhana nor wild-fire preaching. It has been more about cultivation of students and young devotees via book clubs rather than the front line. I’ve served as a pujari and a cook and what is even more frightening is that I like it. I have done services that feel thankless but are needed. I have searched for deeper, authentic relationships and tried to be the same for others.
This much I offer. I know that it is meagre in substance. I will try to do better next year. And one should meditate on the spiritual master as being peaceful and bestowing all benediction and fearlessness upon chanting his names.
Please benedict me with kindness and make me unafraid of being humbled.
Your daughter, Rukmini Devi Dasi South Africa
Rupa Goswami Dasa & Gayathri Dhwani Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Guru Maharaj,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Despite these unprecedented times, the past year has been a year of good spiritual progress for our entire family due to curtailment of many external activities and travelling. We as a family of 4, have been collectively engaging ourselves in reading the Srimad Bhagavatam on a daily basis along with sankirtana and chanting. We are blessed to have a good sanga that meet regularly and discuss in detail about the scriptures along with other important issues that enhance spiritual identity.
It is a pleasure welcoming you to our home every Friday through the Zoom meetings. These Zoom meetings have provided a good platform for association, despite its digital nature. However, we are keen to have personal association with you to discuss and share opinions on various issues to strengthen our relationship.
We have been bit unlucky that most of our planned trips to meet you have been cancelled and we hope things will be normal by the end of this year.
On the occasion of your birthday, we whole heartedly wish you good health and happiness in the years to come.
Your servants, Rupa Goswami Dasa, Gayathri Dhwani Devi Dasi Krishna & Keshav
Sachimata Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
My dear Kadamba Kanana Swami, Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada, Guru and Gauranga.
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for all that you have done for me. From the first time that my husband and I met you I sensed that you were a very special soul.
Having been in the movement for over four decades, I had been in the association of many senior sannyasis, but, somehow or other, you were different. You were friendly, congenial, sincere and easy to talk with, so I immediately felt that I could open up my heart to you.
Over the years, of being blessed with your association, through lectures, videos, kirtan and in person, you never fail to uplift my spirits, and reaffirm my resolve to keep trying to be Krsna Conscious. Thank you, Maharaj, for all that do to serve Guru, Srila Prabhupada and your most fortunate disciples. Please keep me in the shade of your lotus feet.
I remain, yours in Krsna's service, sincerely, Sachimata Devi Dasi
Sadbhuja Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
The world is changing around us and we have to adapt to it. More than ever it becomes obvious that there is nothing permanent and lasting to find in this world. So I'm grateful for some lasting relationships, lasting spiritual insights and eternal shelter. These are the things that really make a difference. Thank you for being a role model of how to handle even difficult situations and stay calm and detached and centred.
For me starts a new phase in life. I'm looking forward to it but at the same time feel challenged and humbled. I want to grow my connection to Krsna more deeply and hope to find new ways to spread Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission to the world with focus on Germany and China. I would like to start a project in Germany again and for this I’m asking for your blessings.
Thank you for making it possible for renegades like me to be part of this movement.
Your humble servant, Sadbhuja Dasa
Sadhu Hrdaya Dasa & Rocani Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Gurudeva, Hare Krsna.
Please accept our humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories to you, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
We wish you a happy Vyas-puja.
You are an ocean of mercy Maharaj. You have very affectionately accepted us as your disciples even though we feel we do not deserve it. You are always here for us as a father for which we will be forever indebted. Your love for your disciples is selfless. Having your support gives us the strength in dealing with all difficulties whether material or spiritual. You are so compassionate and you are selflessly serving the mission of Srila Prabhupada.
Your preaching mood is admirable and is an example that we all should follow. Despite so many external difficulties you remained unaffected and continued your preaching. This is the manifested sign of your dedication and surrender to your spiritual master and to this movement of Lord Caitanya.
You are always filled with enthusiasm which is seen in each of your devotional service, be it kirtan, lectures or any other service. Your constant online lectures, Zoom sessions are an example for that. You have got the taste of devotional service, and this taste is achieved after many endeavours.
Its only by your mercy Maharaj that we can get the benediction of Lord Sri Krsna and we can make advancement in our spiritual life. By following your footsteps only can we make spiritual advancement.
We are so fortunate to have you as our spiritual master. You are always here to guide us.
Just like Lord Krsna made Himself accessible to His devotees through the Archa vigraha, deity form, He made Himself accessible also through the spiritual master. It’s only through you that we can approach Krsna.
On this auspicious occasion of your Vyas-puja, where your mercy is overflowing, kindly cast your merciful glance on us. We seek for your blessings so that we develop some of your good qualities and we can progress in our path of devotional service.
Your very fallen servants, Sadhu Hrdaya Dasa, Rocani Devi Dasi & little baby who is made of your mercy. Mauritius
Sama Darsini Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna my dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my obeisances. All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I pray at the lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha Madhava to shower you with many more Vyasa-puja days. You are so merciful to accept this unqualified disciple and giving me beautiful spiritual name Sama Darsini.
Guru Maharaj in this Covid situation you have made all arrangements through your many innovative ways of getting your association through your lectures, Zoom and live internet and you tube broadcasts.
Guru Maharaj please bless me to serve yourself through your instruction. I simply pray that by your mercy I can remain a simple servant birth after birth.
Your servant and spiritual daughter, Sama Darsini Devi Dasi
Sanatana Goswami Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you and your lotus feet, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada. My best wishes on this most auspicious day of your appearance.
A lot has happened in the last one year. Though we did not get to travel or meet you in person, I still feel fulfilled because we have got so much association from you through various different classes and our weekly Zoom meetings. Guru Maharaj, you often say you are “Zooming” all the time, and I can only imagine how difficult that would be to do. Being online for hours giving so many classes online and attending meetings to fulfil other responsibilities. I was also amazed, how you guide a lot of your disciples personally in each and every aspect of their lives. In some instances, you have taken control of the disciple’s life and given them direction. I can’t even begin to imagine the unconditional love you have for all of us! And here I am only ‘trying’ to surrender, ‘trying’ to be Krsna Conscious.
In one our Zoom meetings you mentioned how we are on this boat of transcendental knowledge, trying to cross the ocean of nescience and the three modes of material nature are the waves which are rocking the boat. You mentioned that although we are fixed on one goal we are still being thrown from one side to the other by the waves of the 3 modes.
Guru Maharaj, I relate to this story because despite of falling so many times, I still continue to be a slave to my mind. I still have the tendency to maintain material attachments. However, the only thing I can find solace on this journey is that the spiritual master is the captain of this ship. So, you are our anchor. I want to pray to you Guru Maharaj, to please give me the strength to hang on to the rope of your instructions and please never let me slip away from this boat.
In your Guru & Disciple book, you talk about developing true friendships and that can only happen if there is a family spirit. Following on from your instructions this year, for the first time, Brisbane and Farm devotees are celebrating the most joyous occasion of your Vyasa-puja together. I pray that we develop a deep friendship and keep helping each other not only in our Krsna consciousness but also help to uphold, strengthen and develop Srila Prabhupada’s movement.
You have been so merciful to me in the past one year that I do not know what I did to deserve your mercy. You gave me the instructions to distribute your books and CDs in Australia. I do not have a lot of skills Guru Maharaj but you still trusted me with this big responsibility. In my professional life, I have been in business in sales and I have always thought if there is something little that I can do that would be to distribute books. However, I have never mentioned this desire Guru Maharaj. But you understand our mood and engage us in Krsna consciousness accordingly. The special quality is not that you understand my mood but you understand all your disciple’s mood and engage them accordingly.
Last year I received a call from you for the first time. I remember I was having an afternoon nap and suddenly I saw Guru Maharaj calling with a smiling picture of yours. It felt like a dream but when I realised it was not a dream, I tell you that I have never jumped out of bed higher and faster and quickly tried to compose myself and try to have a conversation with you.
I was listening to this class recently and the speaker was narrating story of when Asvatthama asked his dad Dronacarya, “Why do you say that Arjuna is your best student when I also follow all your instructions?” Dronacarya replied that, “Yes you follow everything that I say, but Arjuna not only follows what I say but he uses my instructions as a foundation and then builds a palace on it.” In the same way Guru Maharaj, you are following instructions of your spiritual master and Srila Prabhupada and amplifying it. And inspiring a whole new generation of devotees.
Guru Maharaj, you have given us many jewels in terms of your instructions and as you had said in our initiation lecture, that we need to collect all these jewels and water it. I again pray that you give us the strength so that we can nurture these instructions and never forget them. Because I know I alone cannot do it.
Yet again I am here asking for things, instead of giving. Guru Maharaj you have the ultimate authority over me and I am your property. You once said, “Now lets us preach and you all need to help me preach.” Guru Maharaja I am ready.
Your insignificant servant, Sanatana Goswami Dasa
Sandhya Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj, Hare Krsna.
Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories to you Maharaj, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I think I am the luckiest one to come under your shelter. I am so blessed to have you as my spiritual master. Thank you Maharaj, for accepting me as your disciple. I recall the day when I first saw you in your room in Vrindavan Iskcon. And then you came to Amritsar, and your divine stayed at my place. It made my home a temple indeed. Your vibes made all positivity around. I opened my heart to you which enlightened me a lot. Your godly presence is still felt at my place. Then the real day, the 4th of April, our Initiation took place. This was beyond my imagination, I was overwhelmed with joy with your divine stay again at my place. Your mesmerizing sankirtans filled the atmosphere with your holy powers.
These years due to this pandemic we could not get your divine to stay. Your absence was always felt. But you always made efforts in giving us daily online classes. The nectar is always flowing. Through the Zoom classes, your classes are beyond words Maharaj.
I would like to thank you for your infinite self-sacrifice, for your causeless mercy, which you bestowed upon us, and that you gave us the possibility to serve Krsna, try to develop devotion and love to Krsna. I will never be able to repay you. It is all your blessings that myself and Visnu Chita are able to the serve the dear Lordships at Iskcon Amritsar. Never would have I thought about this that you are the pure representative of Krsna, my bonafide Guru.
My prayer is that I may fully surrender at your lotus feet and that my only desire will be to serve you, satisfy you and assist you in your eternal service to Radha and Krsna. Besides this there is no meaning of our existence. My dear Guru Maharaj, please consider me to be a worthy recipient of your mercy.
Your appearance day is so glorious. I thank the Supreme Sri Radha and Krsna. I am so lucky and blessed in this life time, by having the opportunity to be your disciple. Your divine mercy is the greatest gift one can ever get. What could I give to you in exchange? I have just nothing Maharaj I am a fallen soul. Please hold my hand till the end. I thank you whole heartedly for everything. May Lord Krsna always bless you with good health.
Always at your service. Yours and only your servant, Sandhya Devi Dasi
Sangita Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. Happy birthday dear my Guru Maharaj.
I'm very appreciate you come to this world and helping us to connect with teaching of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. So this is second time of the Vyasa-puja without meeting you. I was hoping to meet you. I know so many people have the same desires.
Last year one day before lockdown I needed a place to stay in Vrindavan for a long time. For foreigners it was not easy to find a new place. I found one, it was Gaudiya Math building. You might not be happy I stay with different devotees but you accepted me to stay, because it was no option but I am so appreciate that because this is most safe place in Vraja I feel.
During lockdown sometimes I could talk with you and some of god brothers and sisters. Because of you I have many friends. I was alone here in Vrindavan and Iskcon temple also it was lockdown. You gave us class everyday also. It was helped a lot to connect with you. After more relax from lockdown, I met so many peoples here in Vraja from different gurus. I didn't like to judge so I was open to anyone who I feel connected. Be respectful to others without judgment. You always do. I try to do it. I remember after I was explaining about my association in Vraja you said to me "But I hope you don’t leave from Iskcon." I was laughing. Yes, sometimes I really get frustrated with devotees from Iskcon. But at the same time I like some devotees and I like Srila Prabhupada and I think Iskcon needs someone crazy person like me for serving Prabhupada mission.
So then I'm here by your mercy. I remember you spoke similar stuff in your class also. Yes, I know, only you could accept me. You know? I'm frustrated when you are not replying me. Actually it's like kind of getting a pain, and I know it's not only me. At the same time I understand that you are busy and you are the only one person. But I still want to have your association. But then I realized I was just so fortunate enough to had association with you previously. I was so greedy. I'm forever grateful what you done to me. Your time, your teaching, your kind words and love. And you are doing it as much as you can. Always try to be available for people.
I'm very happy that you are my spiritual master. No one else can be. You always said, "You are free spirit but I'm giving space for you in Iskcon." Yes, you do. I'm appreciating to be part of Prabhupada’s family and can follow his teaching. And I wish to please you and Prabhupada more and more.
By your mercy I have associations. By your mercy I can do kirtan. By your mercy I can serve. All because of your mercy.
Thank you so much Guru Maharaj.
Your eternal servant, Sangita Devi Dasi
Sanjaya Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Maharaja,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, to Sri Jayadvaita Swami and to Srila Prabhupada.
By the favour of providence, I was allowed to remain near you for a few months, and I have a vague idea that in this way you created an immensely powerful impact on my spiritual life.
One very significant revelation from the time with you is that you are very kind and generous to give us entrance into the family of Srila Prabhupada’s movement. Beginning our life in this family as spiritual infants, as we grow up, we find next to you, our spiritual father, so many spiritual uncles and aunts, grandfathers and grandmothers, brothers and sisters, over time even spiritual sons and daughters. As the saying goes, “It needs the whole village to raise one child.”
Having been physically near you a little bit, I have gained conviction that you are wishing for all your spiritual children, for all of us, to go back to Godhead after our present lives, and wishing like this, with compassion you encourage us, and urge us to join that spiritual family, and to stay with that spiritual family; “What are the four regulative principles that you promise to follow for the rest of your life?” “And how many rounds of the Hare Krsna Mantra are you promising to chant every day?”
On the occasion of your appearance anniversary, I wish for you that all of us, your disciples, can reinforce our commitment to the vows of initiation very strongly, and that all of us can grow in appreciation for being allowed entrance into the family of Srila Prabhupada. And that all of us can grow in eagerness to serve everyone in that family, and to learn from everyone in that family.
I wish that all of us can grow up very nicely and bring back to you the wealth of our mature Krsna consciousness and mature devotional service to Krsna and all His devotees, and that in this way we can bring you joy.
Aspiring to become your grown-up servant,
Sanjaya Dasa
Sarahamsi Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
My offering will be based on my personal experience and dreams with you. I am so grateful that you gave such mercy of personal service for you to such fallen soul as me. Maybe in this crazy time I will don’t have any more that amazing opportunity anymore. But I always think about that, what I would like to cook for you, how will look new vyasa-sana for beautiful Giriraj if He will come again to New Mayapur. This is mercy of real spiritual master. Thank You I would like to speak more about mercy of spiritual master by two dreams with you.
One of them happened already few years ago and it was happening in town where I grew up. We was opening new little preaching centre there and in first public program you was supposed to come and make kirtan and give class, everything was ready and all devotees was waiting and exciting to see you, but you were not coming, then I went outside on the street and I was looking after you. In the end of the street was old phone box and you was there. I came closer and you didn’t see me because you was in totally preaching ecstasy. You get "golden pages" and you call to every number and tell to everyone: "Chant Hare Krsna." And then another number. And then I woke up and think how pure devotees are so selfless, how you want give, this happiness and meaning of life to everyone. Give the mercy, give the holy name, that’s your meditation and I really appreciate that. Vaishnava is merciful and you are really merciful.
Second dream happened not long time ago and it was in some new temple in France, but with many devotees from here and also new guests. You did kirtan and then you was speaking and people which didn’t know you was just amazed, they was asking about you and really became very interested about philosophy and Krsna and When they all wanted piece of you, they was like hungry wolfs. And when came time for the feast you try all preparations and then you just started to serve it. People was in ecstasy and all temple looks like spiritual world. I never saw such happy guests before. And I was just looking at everyone and telling to myself, "Yes this is sadhu sanga."
My dear Gurudeva, dear father let me serve you forever and never forget you. Thank You.
Your servant, Sarahamsi Devi Dasi
Sashi Danwii
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Guru Maharaj,
A very happy appearance day Guru Maharaj.
You came into my life to give a better existence to my being back in 2019 when we were blessed to celebrate your Vyasa-puja live in Melbourne.
I was really uplifted and inspired by Guru Maharaj's kirtan and classes as well as the whole Vyasa- puja ceremony. Little did I know that this will be the day that I would surrender unto your lotus feet by taking shelter from you. From this day on the taste of my devotional life has increased and I saw myself becoming more serious.
At least I am trying to listen to your classes on a daily basis and they really inspire me and keep me in your guidance. I hope to remain in your shelter for the rest of this material life and looking forward to fully surrendering unto your lotus feet.
Your servant, Sashi Danwii
Satish Lalay
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All the glories to his holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami, All the glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All the glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Dear Gurudeva,
First of all, please dear senior god brothers and god sisters give me the blessing that I may never leave you and Gurudeva’s association. Further please allow me to speak and say something on behalf of our beloved god brother’s and god sister’s family. That is we are very grateful Gurudeva that you are healthy and still with us in these crisis times. When I think how it would be when things played out in a different way the thought of that sent shivers down my spine.
Grateful we are Gurudeva in your association with the grace and mercy that surrounds you wherever you are and wherever you go. When you are in the midst of us it’s like the holy dhams accompanies with you, for that we care a great deal about you Gurudeva.
Second of all, I want to ask for you for forgiveness because last year I didn’t write an offering for you. What happened that around the Vyasa-puja offering time I saw the reminder going by to send my offering but somehow other I just forgot fallen as I am due to bad karma of mine.
Last year my father left his body on the 23rd of October. It was not easy for me when this happened. I saw where I was in Krsna conscious wise and it was nothing. The things I thought were realised were not. I saw my limitations and faults. It was harder to let go of my attachment of the body of my father. Then I thought that the conditioning of life long emotional and physical attachment to the body of my father was harder to give up in real life that I thought in my mind was easy to do. The day of the cremation of my father’s body I gave a little speech/lecture about verse 2.13 from the Bhagavad-gita, dehino ’smin yathā dehe. I did this because I thought it was appropriate and doing it you would have wanted me to do so as would have His Holiness Jayadvaita Swami as well as Srila Prabhupada. After all Iskcon is a preaching movement, so I guess I learnt a painful but great lesson behind the cremation of my father’s body. It’s like Krsna is humbling me through this change that opened to me new and positive things, but it comes with a price. It is not cheap since letting go is the price we must pay.
Gurudeva, in the beginning when you accepted me as your aspiring disciple you said to me take good care of my parents I understand now what you meant. Gurudeva as you know in the sanatana dharma Vedic culture says the last samskara has to be done properly counting from the cremation day in three parts in a period of a year.
Yesterday was the second part And at the end I donated a Bhagavad Gita As it is (Zoals ze is) to our Pandit and his helper (Naw). They were very grateful and the Pandit said often he has difficulty in translating the proper words in Dutch, and what better to have Prabhupada’s translation. He has very much respect for Prabhupada.
Furthermore, I hope the nama hatta’s and little temples are going to be opening soon so that I can continue with my service on Zoom.Life is great and all but it doesn’t compare with sat sanga. In person dear Gurudeva hope that next year on behalf of your disciplic family that we can have a Vyasa-puja in normal circumstances as it should be.
My dear Gurudeva, bless me end give me the mercy that I can remember Krsna and never forget Krsna and the devotees.
Hari Hari, Your servant, Satish Lalay
Sattvatanu Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to your holiness, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
We are so happy to celebrate this day, your wonderful appearance day. This has been a very important and wonderful year for me in my Krsna consciousness.
In July last year, on my birthday, you were kind enough to award me with the most valuable gift in life, Harinama initiation. You were so encouraging, like an ever-patient father. Considering that the initiation had to take place online, you mentioned that Srila Prabhupada used to award initiation by writing letters to the temple authorities and sending beads to them, and that we were somewhat going back in time. I had meditated on those very words and I felt somewhat closer to you and Srila Prabhupada more than ever – praying to imbibe that very same mood of love and trust between spiritual master and disciple.
After years of singing the Sri Guru Vandana prayers, by your causeless mercy I have finally come to understand the meaning of this prayer and the impact it has had in my life. Thank you for allowing me the privilege to perform devotional service and for opening my darkened eyes with the torchlight of knowledge and for being an ocean of mercy to me.
Thank you for all the sanga you give to us in the form of your weekly online Zoom sessions on Friday nights. You often mention how we are all boxed in – but by your mercy, you magically turn these boxes into treasure chests with so much of precious jewels and gems to appreciate our Krsna consciousness.
In a class you mentioned: “Ultimately all service we do must come back to the chanting of Hare Krsna, it is the essence of all service.”
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura sings in this famous bhajan, Ohe Vaishnava Thakura, verse 3:
ekaki amara, nahi paya bala, hari-nama-sankirtane tumi kripa kori', sraddha-bindu diya, deho' krishna-nama-dhane
Alone, I do not find the strength to chant the holy name of Hari. Please be merciful and, blessing me with a drop of faith, bestow on me the great treasure of the holy name of Krsna.
In the same way, Guru Maharaj, I pray to you on this most auspicious day that I may offer better quality japa in service to you and Srila Prabhupada.
I pray to always remain humble at your lotus feet.
Your servant, Sattvatanu Dasa
Satyarani Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you on your Vyasa-puja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
This year my thoughts have been on a few features of the guru disciple relationship and the nature of the spiritual master.
What’s becoming distinctive to me, is the maturity that the spiritual master has as a person and how he relates to the world. In ordinary life and in the course of a spiritual practice we encounter people, places and things and we’re always trying to gain a perspective. We’re trying to understand how to relate to the environment. It’s not easy, when our clarity of vision is clouded by our vices, so then we’re not objective, then we’re not sure how to act properly. Even within a spiritual practice, there may be degrees of maturity and we have to distinguish, what may be suitable, but without knowledge or without a reference this is not easy.
So to me, you’re the point of reference we can always turn to for guidance. From you we can understand what purity is, what the purpose of a devotional practice is and what is the proper understanding of life. You give the vision of how to relate and understand our environment by the way you carry yourself and interact.
I’m deeply appreciative that in my life I have a person who has no agenda and who I can without reservation be wholeheartedly honest with. I’m grateful, that the spiritual master is giving a perspective of life, which is based on an absolute understanding, but with a lot of kindness and an incredible amount of patience.
Im grateful for how the spiritual master is giving the gift of spiritual knowledge and it is a gift because with my lackings I’d not come to any kind of reasonable perspectives.
With that knowledge, the spiritual master is giving himself and offering security. For so long, we wish for acceptance, for a purpose, for a place and a person to turn to and perhaps to some degree we may find that in this world and other times for whatever reason that security may be short lived.
But maybe, that sense of belonging and security that we yearn for, is at the feet of our spiritual master. Because in following behind you and seeing the world through your realizations and putting aside our misconceptions, then we are with you, then we are protected from our own immaturity.
And when we share what you’ve given us, then we see what you have done for us because we see how far we have come by your nurturing care and we turn to your example of what to do, how to say it and how to just be kind.
For all I have in devotional life and the life I have now is because of your prayer and your arrangement quite literally. The spiritual master cares more for the life of the disciple than the disciple cares. On my own, I’m not sure what I would’ve done with life, or what I’d have considered valuable or worthwhile. Without your encouragement I’m not sure who I would be. My life has changed positively since I met you and maybe accepting security comes with every moment, making the right choices on how to act. I don’t think that I do that so well most times. And although I appreciate so much, still i don’t know how much of my heart I’ve given.
But even so, for the person you are, all your kindness and patience are the ropes of love, which bind us to you. So as useless as I may be, still you are the center of my life and I’m still trying to do something useful.
Your aspiring servant,
Satyarani Dasi
Savita Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
A heartfelt thank you for giving me shelter after the passing of His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaj. You never treated me any different, instead you gave me so much care and guidance that I now realise that this was all part of Sri Krsna’s arrangement.
Your instructions are simple and practical thus making the Iskcon lifestyle of us vaishnavas a simple and joyous one to follow and by never letting go of the hand of our dearest Srila Prabhupada. I feel truly blessed for the mercy that you have bestowed upon me and this continues to inspire me to give more back to Iskcon.
Our weekly family meetings with you are a genuine treat as the jovial moments, invaluable lectures which we fondly refer to as “jewels” and the direct and intimate association with you as our spiritual father makes us fallen souls ever so fortunate to be a recipient of your mercy and blessings.
I pray that on your Vyasa-puja, may our Lordships bestow upon you the best of health to continue to serve them and lead us back home, back to Godhead.
Your humble disciple, Savita Devi Dasi
Sesa Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Guru Maharaj,
On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja, I think about an interesting aspect of our internal connection and your relationship with many other siksa & diksa disciples.
In Bhagavad-gita Chapter 2 verse 17, the great Arjuna states:
kārpaṇya-doṣopahata-svabhāvaḥ pṛcchāmi tvāṁ dharma-sammūḍha-cetāḥ yac chreyaḥ syān niścitaṁ brūhi tan me śiṣyas te ’haṁ śādhi māṁ tvāṁ prapannam
Now I am confused about my duty and have lost all composure because of miserly weakness. In this condition I am asking You to tell me for certain what is best for me. Now I am Your disciple, and a soul surrendered unto You. Please instruct me.
Amongst material bewilderment, chaos and absorption one of the deepest moments I remember is you telling me you fully accept me, a simple moment which has given me deep spiritual shelter and inspiration. We see that a disciple seeks this acceptance and shelter and in reciprocation accepts the instructions of the spiritual master as their life and soul, prioritizing them as their devotional service.
Fortunate are we all to have such a personal and caring spiritual master as you in our lives. I pray to always have your guiding words continuously echoing in my consciousness through the fantastically good times, when it’s so easy to forget that I’m not the controller. Through your tests, when it’s so easy to forget how much of a divine well-wisher you always are to all of us. And through the material world’s tests, when it’s so easy to forget our Krsna conscious focus. Just as you are always there for me, I pray that one day I can make you proud.
Thank you for everything.
Attempting to become your servant,
Sesa Dasa
Seva Kunja Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
It's been quite a few years since I read Srila Prabhupada's book for the first time. I used to sit in the forest and read with a completely different feeling than other books. I said to myself, “This is different.” Almost on every page Srila Prabhupada mentions that, everyone must accept a guru otherwise it is not possible to understand Krsna, otherwise it is not possible to return back home, back to Godhead. I was amazed and at the same time discouraged by the book with beautiful pictures. I thought it was not from me. How and where I could meet a guru that is not for me. I live in a flat here in the block of flats, it is impossible for me to meet a guru. It was an unreachable goal and at the same time the words in the book were very attractive.
As it happens in life things happened by a great mercy I met you and that changed my poor life into a life with a goal and hope. You were so merciful and accepted me. I will never forget your kirtan in Modra, it is not possible to describe it with words. It must be difficult to have so many children who need your mercy. I am one of these children who needs you. If you were not in my life, it would be very bad for me.
I had a dream a few days ago. I was crying very much, I was desperate and suddenly I saw devotees. Srila Prabhupada was standing among them. I came closer and he asked me why I was crying. I felt ashamed and wanted to go away but he continued, “Don't worry, come here, don't cry.” I could not say anything, he was so beautiful, golden, he glowed. After a while he looked at me and he said, “One needs to be absorbed.”
I hope that the time will be merciful to me and I will be able to be in your association many times and I will be able to be absorbed in love for Krsna, same as you are.
With eternal love. Your daughter, Seva Kunja Devi Dasi
Sevanandi Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dearest Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisance’s onto your lotus feet. All glories unto your most merciful and wonderful grace, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Please accept my wishes and prayers on this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja Srila Gurudeva.
I want to start my offering by telling you Gurudeva about my dog Shyam. She’s a beautiful black dog that I’ve had since she was born about 3 years ago. I would mainly interact with her when I’m outside chanting my japa, and to avoid contaminating my hands, I would often use my feet to play with her and tickle her tummy. As Shyam grew up she understood that my feet was her source of happiness. Any chance she would get she would come to my feet, try to drag my feet closer to her and then wait for me patiently to tickle her tummy. Sometimes as I’m sitting and not responding to her attempt for attention, she would just place her head on my feet and lay there content.
As life became busier and my responsibilities became more, had less time to spend with her. Sometimes days would pass and I wouldn’t have even a minute free to give her some attention and still she would carry on her day and do what dogs do which is make sure that I am protected, that’s her service. No matter how many times I would scold her angrily or not give her much attention for days sometimes, she still continues her service with so much of enthusiasm and determination. Protecting us every single day without fail. This story has many meanings to me, one realization that stood out was the mood a vaishnava should have.
In the Siksastakam Lord Caitanya says:
“I know no one but Krsna as my Lord, and He shall remain so even if He handles me roughly by His embrace or makes me brokenhearted by not being present before me. He is completely free to do anything and everything, for He is always my worshipful Lord, unconditionally.”
This verse at my neophyte stage feels impossible. I felt disheartened to think that I may never achieve such a mood. I mean is it even possible for my generation? But then my dog Shyam taught me a very valuable lesson. This mood is possible.
When I looked at her behaviour I realized that she is in fact reflecting this type of mood. Her love for me is not subjective to how I behave with her, she somehow knows that I love her even if I don’t always express it directly all the time and therefore continues to love me still with a loyal attitude and stays committed to her service every day. What an advanced quality. At this point I felt that she is so much more qualified to be a devotee than I am. In fact she is a devotee. She has so much of humility, tolerance and that determination to enthusiastically perform her service even when it’s raining heavily outside.
And then sadness crept into my heart. I’m not even close to any of these qualities Gurudeva. I’m that disciple that is always lagging behind or just scraping a pass, battling everyday just to do the basics, chant 16 rounds, do some deity worship and hopefully read. That disciple who needs to read a verse maybe 4 to 5 times before I can actually comprehend because my mind does not allow me to easily accept.
When I look at my god family sometimes, like Rukmini, Yadurani or Amrtavani Mataji’s mood and services, I become so depressed and think: “When will be that day when I’m not struggling in my Krsna consciousness, struggling to the point where I’m constantly needing help and attention. That day when I am able to be of some use to You Gurudeva and be able to contribute to Srila Prabhupada’s mission.” I stopped emailing and telling you about my services Gurudeva, because no matter what I would do, I would always feel that my service was too menial and insignificant to even offer at your lotus feet.
I am weak and my mind is so fickle. My life is like a dry leaf on a windy day, just no stability in any aspect. Sometimes I feel like I don’t have any strength left in me to fight against my circumstances and all the obstacle’s that’s in front of me. Leave alone offering some worthy service to Your Srila Gurudeva, to Srila Prabhupada. Never in my life did I ever think that after 26 years in Krsna consciousness, I would still be struggling the way I am and still of no use to you Gurudeva. You have nurtured me so carefully and lovingly as a father, friend and a spiritual master since I was a teenager. You had so many hopes and dreams for me and I have just repeatedly disappointed you and let you down Gurudeva in so many ways.
I have no excuses anymore, I’m done blaming my location, my association, my karma and so on, and I am just weak, hopeless and useless. And here I am asking myself after so many years what can I offer my spiritual master on His Vyasa-puja? What can I offer when I am still a nothing and a nobody? Still after 26 years, I am a nobody and a nothing, a useless excuse for a vaishnavi.
And at this point my dog Shyam came to me as I sat there in my little pity party, feeling so sorry for myself, feeling so distraught. She gently placed her head on my foot and rested peacefully. And then I understood Gurudeva that I am still here, still here at your lotus feet which is the source of my happiness. That no matter how intense and overwhelming my struggles were, I am still here ready to fight another day for this. For my Krsna consciousness and for the chance to make sure that all your blood sweat and tears that you have invested in me Gurudeva does not go in vain. I will not allow myself to drown in a pity party every time I fall down, because that is not what you have taught me.
Gurudeva you have taught me that no matter how many times I fall down, broken legs or bleeding nose, I must never give up, regardless of how weak, and fickle my mind is, or how many times I am tempted and swayed by Maya, I need to fight my way through and never give up my Krsna consciousness.
And at this point Gurudeva, with a sad unqualified heart, this is all I have to offer you. Is the fact that I am still here after 26 years following that instruction, fighting every single day to be a devotee and I will continue in this way, never ever giving up. I know that this offering isn’t really worth much after all the effort you have put into developing my Krsna consciousness Gurudeva, please forgive me. This is all I have left to give right now.
But I have faith that one day by the mercy of Guru and Gauranga, as I am consistent and persistent in all my efforts with my sadhna and my devotional I will advance and be able to offer some worthy service to your lotus feet Srila Gurudeva.
I want you to know Gurudeva, that I never ever left the shelter of your lotus feet even when I may have been quiet or seemed distant. Your instructions are always echoing in my mind and guiding me all the time. I am always speaking with you within my mind and letting everything that you have taught me surface and help me with my struggles daily.
I just wanted you to know today that after everything, I still here and I want to always be here at my source of happiness and contentment, which is your lotus feet Gurudeva. And even though I will probably always be far in the back behind everyone one else, know that I will always be loyal to the process of Krsna consciousness, and loyal to the service and mission of Srila Prabhupada. I will continue to fight for this and continue to push for advancement. And Gurudeva this is not a dream, it is a goal.
“I know no one but Krsna as my Lord, and He shall remain so even if He handles me roughly by His embrace or makes me broken-hearted by not being present before me. He is completely free to do anything and everything, for He is always my worshipful Lord, unconditionally.”
(Sisastakam).
It’s not easy but I am still here and I’m working on this Gurudeva. On a lighter note I can’t complain about lack of association anymore because my dog Shyam is teaching me amazing things every day
Thank you Gurudeva for being my safe place and giving me shelter.
Your struggling useless daughter (But work in progress), Sevanandi Devi Dasi
Shailesh Napaul
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Guru Maharaj, I am not qualified to glorify you properly. But please accept this humble attempt on your Vyasa-puja day. The holy name can deliver anyone but if someone commits an offense to you then there is no means of deliverance. Thanking you from my impure heart and praying for your good health.
Your servant, Shailesh Napaul
Shyam Krishna Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I wish you a very happy Krsna conscious birthday. I pray to Krsna to keep you in good health and protect you from all inauspicious omens.
Due to this pandemic we are all missing your association and hope that it will end very soon so that we will have the opportunity to get your association and serve you again. Though I have not known you for a long time still you play an important role in my life. Thank for being there for me dear Guru Maharaj. I have a humble request please stay safe during this Covid-19 pandemic.
Hare Krsna.
Your servant, Shyam Krishna Dasa
Simran Amarnani
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada
Happy Appearance day. May Lord Krsna always give you good health and empower you to preach this message and spread love of God eternally.
You’re the ray of light at the end of this darkness of tunnel,
I feel lost, I feel overtaken by my own vanity,
Vanity of enjoying separately from the Lord,
Vanity of enjoying my own senses and being in ignorance,
The darkness is quite terrifying when we’re stuck, unable to navigate our way ahead. It signifies the inner struggle where in moments of despair we feel helpless. Oh my, when will I ever be able to overcome the demoniac desires of my mind and my heart? When will I overcome the force that impels me to do things which is unfavourable to get closer to the Lord and His devotees?
But who is to blame for all this onslaught, it’s no one but myself. However, after the Lords divine arrangement of introducing me to Krsna conscious and you appearing in my life as my Guru Maharaj.
I don’t want to do anything for myself but do everything for pleasing the Lord and my Guru Maharaj Kadamba Kanana Swami Maharaj,
I believe that day will come as the purity in your words and blessings will purify me, and I shall come back to my original constitutional position of being your humble servant eternally. Until that day arrives, I beg you to always hold my hand, even when I want to swiggle, wriggle and wiggle to my old ways. Please somehow or the other keep me at the dust of your lotus feet life after life eternally.
Without your compassion, and your causeless mercy upon me, I am nothing and there would be no meaning to my existence. Your blessings and instructions are my shelter from all the onslaughts of this material world and my own demoniac desires. There is danger in every step of the way in this material world, but I’ve heard from devotees there is only bliss and happiness in serving your lotus feet. But to begin from, I don’t even have service attitude then what to speak of performing devotional service to the Lord and his devotees.
But I know one saviour, who’s come to our rescue and that is my Guru Maharaj, Kadamba Kanana Swami Maharaj is to save me from this material ocean through his blessings and his mercy.
You are our hope, our torch of knowledge and ray of light who can dispel the ignorance and all the vices within us and give us love of Krsna. Please kindly always stay with us, I wish to always receive your precious instructions that help me stay focused on my sadhana and improvise on myself to be more sincere in my services towards you and this glorious movement.
You’re always there for us, and watching over us like an eternal well-wisher so that we don’t slip back on the lap of Maya. I’m so grateful and always beg you to be there with us, as you are with your unconditional pure love.
Your servant and daughter, Simran Amarnani
Smrita Malaree
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna my dearest Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada and to all the devotees.
Dearest Guru Maharaj,
It is not within my ability to even attempt to describe your most glorious qualities, but I will try to do so with all my heart. My journey of Krsna consciousness started in Cape Town, South Africa, a place very to you – as you always say Vrindavana is your first home and South Africa your second home. Somehow or the other, without even meeting you, I found myself associating with your name, kirtans and lectures at multiple occasions through the devotees. With these interactions, I started to realise the sweetness of your name and I remember thinking – “How sweet will the person carrying this name be?” Then came Kirtan Mela Mauritius, and by Krsna’s mercy and arrangement I could finally link the sweet name to the sweetest personality – your name has always been with me like an unknown friend.
A year or so after, I met you in Melbourne and didn’t really know how to approach you, how to ask you for guidance and shelter. I was actually terrified and thought to myself that I am so fallen, why would you even consider giving me some of your time. To my amazement, when I looked up, there you were standing in front of me, looking at me with such compassionate eyes over your glasses, with a big smile, with much love and kindness – then you spoke to me and left me in wonder.
The next day we had an ecstatic kirtan with you in the temple room. We were all dancing and chanting merrily when the deities of Sri Sri Radha Vallabha struck me. I stood there in awe looking at them. At that moment, I realised that never before had I ever seen them so lively – as if they were dancing with us. On that day I realised that you actually revealed Radha Rani and Krsna to me. That was it! From then on you have always been on my mind and in my heart.
Everything I did from there onwards whether it was studies or engaging in service, it was all under your guidance and for your pleasure. If you do not tell me what to do, I feel so lost as if I have no aim to live up to. But when you do tell me what to do and show me the goal, I will give my best to do it. My dearest Guru Maharaj you are like the fatherly figure to whom I always turn for advice, with whom I do not feel shy to express myself or be the crazy me. I know you are always watching on me and know me more than I know myself. The spiritual master sees right through your soul and I have experienced that in Melbourne when you were going out for your walk and we made a plan to very secretly follow you and you turned looked at the gang and said in a very playful manner: “Don’t even think about it!” And we stood there thinking, “Oh how did Guru Maharaj know what we were planning?”
On a merrier note, when you visited Melbourne in 2018, we were sitting outside having prasadam when a devotee told us that once after a late night program when you came back to the temple, you were actually locked out of Prabhupada House where you normally reside when you visit. And upon seeing no way to get inside, you decided to get a ladder, tucked in the dhoti and climbed up the ladder to reach a very thin border on which you very expertly walked and finally got into your room through the window. So during your 2018, we decided to prepare a big feast for Giriraj Maharaj and my dear husband, Jaya Dev Prabhu and myself we stayed late to continue with the preps for the next day. Little did we know that we had been locked in the temple yard with no way to get out. Can you guess what we did? Yes. We got the ladder climbed over the wall and onto the other side. It was quite an adventure. We really miss your association and serving you in the little ways we used to.
My dear Guru Maharaj, ever since you gave us the shade and shelter of your divine lotus feet, you gave actual meaning to my life and existence. I love it when you say, “My homeless girls always sitting on the stairs,” As I love sitting on the stairs to be able to render any tiny service to you. I feel cared for when you tell me that I am a chatter box, but you like it! I like it when you say that I am crazy but in a good way and ask me to stay as I am. You simply accept and tolerate my ‘tantrums,’ and childishness. Like the time I asked whether you would please sign my Bhagavatam set, which you so lovingly did. You are so very loving, caring, kind and patient with me. I cannot thank you enough for so much love and kindness my dearest Guru Maharaj. On this day, please bless us to remain at your lotus feet and to eternally serve you for your pleasure. Please bestow your mercy onto us so we can fully surrender onto your divine lotus feet.
Eagerly looking forward to serving you. Your insignificant servant daughter, Smrita
Sneha Bhakti Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dearest Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories unto the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Jayadvaita Swami. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Happy Vyasa-puja day. I wanted to do a rap for you on your Vyasa-puja but as I started writing the lyrics, I realised quickly that I am not a rapper. So now my rap becomes a poem.
Going is what we need!
Standing in this scorching heat, You are the only shade that will keep me upbeat. I found you only now but it feels like, Like I have been with you forever. What else can justify the fact how well you know me, How well you understand me, My mood, my actions. You are the soldier caught in many battles, only to emerge solid, And it feels like you knew about it all this while. But you took the risk only to save us, protect us and keep us going, Because going is what we need, Not just today, not just tomorrow but forever in this life and next, Going is what we need. You can make everyone feel special, everyone feel caring and this is real For you want to heal and cure, and this shows you are pure. I trust you as I sail through, I will chase the waves and ride till the final shore is in sight. You will take me back, It is only through you that I can feel Him, Only through you that I have started to know Him. One day, you will make me see Him, I trust you on that, As you will keep me going, And going is what we need.
You are giving meaning to every aspect of our lives Gurudeva and every little and big decision we take, we respond thinking about you. How would you want us to be? We miss you immensely and so much that I even dream about you.
I wish I was an artist so I could paint my dreams, and then I could see them come alive every time I wanted to be with you. I wish I was good with words so I could write my dreams down and read these stories every time I was missing you. I wish I was a musician so I could make a rocking melody of my dreams and sing out loud every time without you getting harder. I am not any of that so I hope to use these dreams as an inspiration so I could serve you even in separation, so I could fulfil your wishes and it is then these dreams will be living. They say that afternoon dreams do come true, can't wait to see you.
Today on your special day, instead of giving you something, I am yet again asking for your blessings to serve your instructions and my initiation vows with utmost sincerity.
I pray on this special day and every day that Krsna keeps you in good health. Thank you so much for everything, I mean it.
I rest myself at your mercy. I surrender unto your lotus feet, I completely do, Sneha Bhakti Dasi
Sruti Rupa Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaja,
the great thing about getting older is maturity, which can occur in the better cases. It’s not my case, but when times passing by at least can I see your position in my life a bit more clear like a year before, two years before, three years before....
Despite all contemporary circumstances, I feel your presence more, thanks to all your words and impact which transcends physical presence. My aspiration - become a servant of a servant.
I’m a very shallow and only an empty shell of a meaning of a disciple, but your words are my codex and my loyalty will stay unshaken.
You haven’t left only a mark to all of us by accepting us as you disciples. We have the unbreakable tie and thanks to that all mercy coming to us. Its proof is that even a person like me still carry on in devotional service in a positive mood.
Simple thank you may be a polite and good try, but actions and great consciousness is real evidence of a disciple’s effort.
Your service will ever be my source of inspiration, I really don’t need to go far to see picture perfect. I hope I will use rare opportunity of this value with a better judgement and I will bring only good devotional news.
Your servant, Śruti rupa devi dasi
Sudama Dasa, Rupa Manjari Devi Dasi & family
Wish you happy appearance day dear Guru Maharaj,
With your blessings we were able to advance further in our spiritual journey and be able to render services for self-purification and for the pleasure of Vaishnavas. Thank you for lifting us up!
This year dominated by Lock down everywhere has definitely been challenging in terms of going to on Piligrimages, visit Dhama & temples, go on Yatras. However it unlocked the doors to some unique opportunities of services. Except frequent home programmes everything went well. I hosted lectures on festivals, conducted seminars on Ramayana, Bhagavad-gita, Srimad Bhagavatam and served enthusiastic sadhakas in different ways. Once again thank you for inspiring us!
This year we feel fortunate to become instruments in inspiring devotees who are eager to take your shelter and get initiated in our wonderful transcendental. Thank you for your guidance!
This year, unlike last time when we had the fortune to be with you in the Kartika Yatra, we are blessed to be part of your weekly disciple meet ups on ZOOM. You made yourself more accessible through the online sessions than ever and blessed us with your wonderful darshans and instructions. Thank you so much for sharing your valuable association inspite of tough conditions!
SriVibhu continues to learn new bhajans, Vaishnava philosophy and feels inspired to serve with his kirtana service. Sri Vibhav is learning bhajans and interested in hearing Lord’s pastimes and eager on sharing them with others. Thank you for showering your blessings upon Sri Vibhu and Sri Vibhav Krsna.
Sincerely beg for your causeless mercy upon these fallen souls to be able to serve you with right mood and attitude so that we can understand your instructions properly and follow them as it is.
Namaste Guruvarya! Sishyajana ahlaada daayine Dustajana kalmasha naashana kaaraye Ito Guru Kripa Paratho Guru Ashraya Eto etoyaani tato Gaura-Karuna-Pradaaya Gurum adim saranam prapadye
Happy appearance day dear Guru Maharaj
Your servants, Sudama Dasa, Rupa Manjari Devi Dasi Sri Vibhu & Sri Vibhav Krsna
Suddipti Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
O’Gurudeva, Your lotus feet I will forever serve, For they are my sole shelter in this dark material world, Every moment I long for your association. In the total darkness of my life, I was tangled, And bound by the tight knot of the mode of ignorance, Through your merciful association, You shine the torchlight of knowledge on my spiritual path, Every utterance of yours is more precious than 24-carat gold, So whatever you say, I will obey. There is no other place I would rather be than serving your lotus feet.
I am eternally indebted for all the causeless tenderness which you have showered upon me just as a cloud emits water on a forest fire.
Your most fallen and undeserving servant. Praying to be ant on your dhoti, Suddipti Devi Dasi
Sukadeva Dasa & Satarupa Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you Guru Maharaj, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Dear Guru Maharaj, today is the most auspicious day that is the appearance day of our beloved spiritual master. On this occasion, Prabhu and I wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja which is the most important day for a disciple. By yours grace only we have been able to connect with Krsna. Every day we hear yours wonderful kirtans and listen to your classes, which are very important and encouraging during this period of panademic.
It has been long since we have your physical darshan. We pray to Krsna that we can see you soon, and that we can only serve you with all our heart. We pray to Krsna for your good health.
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Jayadvaita Swami. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
While meditating about this offering, I was trying to think what it is about you that I find most inspirational. I was thinking how down to earth you are. How you make the Krsna consciousness philosophy, lifestyle and practice so available. The personal stories which you so honestly and purely weave into your classes and personal interactions with your disciples make us feel like you are one of us, that you understand us and that you went through similar experiences and struggles as we do. Then seeing how you are now, a sannyasi and spiritual master, it gives us hope that we too can overcome our shortcomings and surpass our struggles. That we too can continue practicing Krsna consciousness on the long run.
However, this is just one aspect of yours. Looking deeper, I realize what a great and exalted vaishnava you are. So unique, so outstanding. When you joined the movement, you very quickly gave up everything and dived deep into the Krsna conscious practice. Moving to Vrindavan and engaging in service you dedicated your whole life to Srila Prabhupada’s movement. You wanted to preach but humbly and sincerely followed whatever instructions that were given to you by your authorities and you took up managerial positions. Temple commander in Vrindavan temple, construction manager of Prabhupada samadhi in Mayapur and later on temple president in Vrindavan.
Not having children, you gave up family life at an early age and took up Vanaprastha. After the shooting incident, you did not detour and took a further step deeper into your commitment to Srila Prabhupada and Krsna by taking sannyas. A position which is not easily accepted and requires a lot of determination, surrender and devotion, you took up as though it was the natural thing to do. And then, following the instructions of your spiritual master, you took up the responsibility of initiating disciples. All of these might seem natural to us as we enter your life at the stage in which you are already an initiating guru and we look up to you as our instructing master. However, when I try to realize what it means, what deep devotion you most have, what extreme surrender you possess, I realize that it is not obvious at all that you would be in such an exalted position.
That person that tells jokes and personal stories on the Vyasa-sana is not at all like us, like me. That person has taken Krsna consciousness to its ultimate level. He has proven that complete surrender, complete devotion, complete love for Krsna is possible as he shows it in his own persona, in his own life. What love you must possess for Krsna. What deep realizations. What deep devotion. This is not something to take for granted. This is not something that just any devotee in our movement possesses. This is unique, this is extreme, this is out of the ordinary and this is you.
I offer my respectful obeisances unto your lotus feet who has proven that Krsna consciousness can be taken to the top most level if one simply and truly desires.
You are so inspirational. You are such an amazing example. You are a true spiritual master with every word and action. You are a living example of what I wish to achieve one day. For if I ever manage to achieve the level of love of Krsna and devotion to Krsna and surrender to the spiritual master as you have, my life will be a success.
May you shower me with your mercy, and give me your blessings that I can follow in your footsteps and give my life, soul, my everything as an offering to Krsna.
Your servant, Sukhayanti Devi Dasi
Sulaksana Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I would like to express my deep gratefulness that thanks to your mercy I can be part of this big family and that we all are very much looking forward to you. These days we all realize how much we miss you. May your health serve many years, and that we may serve you for many years.
Your servant, Sulaksana Devi Dasi
Sumandira Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances onto your lotus feet. All glories to you Guru Maharaj, Srila Jayadvaita Swami Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
A very happy Appearance Day Dear Guru Maharaj. My prayers to Krsna and Gauranga, for your better health and wellbeing. Please accept my humble offering on your auspicious day of Vyasa-puja.
Dear Guru Maharaj, I want to thank you for your divine shelter on me and my family, under your shelter I feel very protective and safe. I and my daughter always get your association through your lectures on the YouTube and the blissful kirtan on the Facebook and Zoom online classes.
I still remember the Zoom class on the, ‘Jagannath Ratha yatra,’ with the Brisbane and Sydney devotees; it was so inspiring that I felt like I was participating in the Ratha yatra and everything was happening live in my consciousness.
I’m eagerly waiting for your personal darshan Maharaj; I have a desire to do the Vraja Parikrama in your association and in the association of my god brothers and sisters. Please bless me Maharaj that with Krsna’s mercy that this desire gets fulfilled.
At last I only want to say, dear Guru Maharaj thank you again for accepting me a fallen soul as your disciple and inspiring me to be a better person every day.
Your humble servant, Sumandira Devi Dasi
Sutapa Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada,
Srila Prabhupada said this human form of life is like a block of hardwood, and we have to somehow carve Krsna out of it. You are undoubtedly the expert sculptor who has made my life meaningful. Over the years I couldn’t ascertain everything you were doing, but looking back I can join all the dots - at every stage you taught, trained and nurtured a spirit within me. You moulded me and overlooked the weaknesses. You carry the mood of Prabhupada, and so I'm made of your mercy.
You instructed me to study the Srimad Bhagavatam and chant with depth - but also highlighted the need to reach out and be a 'mission-man.' You reminded me to be gentle and kind, but also strong and sharp, ready to take on responsibility and navigate the Iskcon world to make things happen. You told me to stay, 'on the ground,’ do sankirtan and keep pumping the books out, but you also stressed the need to preach to devotees, give classes, build teams and take on leadership for greater impact. You pushed me forward and gave me self-confidence, but kept me humble by reserving praise for select times. You taught me to work with the devotees and cooperate, but also pressed me to become independently thoughtful and not just 'go with the flow.' What can I say? Absolute spiritual genius.
You’ve fully equipped me to become an instrument in Prabhupada’s mission, and now I have to overcome my hesitation and weaknesses. In the beginning you were hands on. In recent years you watch me from afar, but still present as ever, continuing to shape my life beyond the boundaries of time and space. I'm not sure what new surprises you have lined up, but I know that under your guidance, life becomes one big adventure in Prabhupada’s great mission! Thank you Maharaj for giving me life.
Begging to remain, in your service, Sutapa Dasa
Suvarna Rupa Devi Dasi & Suratanath Dasa
Dearest Guru Maharaj,
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
On this most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja we remember all your exemplary qualities and experience deep gratitude for all the guidance and inspiration you give us on our bhakti path.
Over this last year, you have so generously given yourself to us through your live classes and meetings. Knowing that we would be suffering the pangs of separation from serving you personally, you’ve selflessly provided us with your online association. In many ways, these meetings and classes have been even more intimate because we can see all our god family and your surroundings at the same time. Your transcendental attitude of using everything and all conditions in Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana mission is something extraordinary and this quality really reveals the depth of your Krsna consciousness.
Another quality of yours that is inspiring is the way you are constantly glorifying the vaishnavas. In every class, you always go into elaborate detail about the wonderful character and activities of at least one devotee, past or present. This really helps us to also cultivate love towards the devotees and try to serve them and see them in the most positive light so as not to commit vaishnava-apradha. This is a crucial quality to master when living in a small, tight-knit community.
You often say that the disciple should work at aligning their desires with those of the spiritual master. This is a powerful meditation and it is clear that as a powerful preacher you desire for the whole world to be flooded with love of Godhead. So, with the desire of being useful foot soldiers in Srila Prabhupada’s transcendental army, we take this meditation to heart and try to share Krsna with the Krishna Village volunteers and guests through kirtan nights, classes and friendship.
Once again, thank you dear Guru Maharaj, for investing your entire being in Lord Caitanya’s mission and giving us a role model to serve and qualities to aspire to develop.
Your insignificant servants, Suvarna Rupa Devi Dasi & Suratanath Dasa
Szilvia Bukta-Mako
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my respectful and humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Dear Guru Maharaj,
On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja celebration, I offer my humble dandavat to the dust of your lotus feet.
Maharaj, your amazing spiritual qualities and devotional characteristics are as numerous as the blades of grass in creation.Your compassion towards the fallen soul is as glorious as Lord Nityananda’s. You are carrying Lord Caitanya’s mercy in your heart and expertly deliver it to others. Your association can surely inspire, the precious spark of bhakti to ignite into a raging fire.
Thank you so much for your endless support and your patience. In this strange past year, you were always encouraging us, trying to show our way in our Krsna consciousness journey and giving us so much mercy so we could not forget the glories of the Lord.
Having the weekly sanga with Maharaj is a blessing for all of us as you keep sweetening the already sweet explanations of Krsna’s glorious pastimes, and by your mercy alone we are allowed to experience this nectar directly again and again. We are all eternally indebted to you and dedicated to pleasing and serving you.
A beggar at your merciful lotus feet, Szilvia Bukta-Mako
Tamala Krsna Dasa & Nilamani Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj,
Please accept our humble obeisance. All glories to you, All glories to Jayavaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I hope you are keeping in good health.
It is almost 2 years we did not meet and many things happened in these 2 years but still despite we didn’t have your vapu association, with your vani association we are always connected to you through your lectures.
We are very grateful that you are giving us your weekly association in the disciple family time on Zoom platform. We are getting a lot of instructions and many of our questions gets answered. This shows your care for us, which means a lot to us.
We know in what difficult moments we have gone through and you have always guided us through your instruction. We are ignorant and you have guided us through the torch of knowledge. By following your instruction, we are overcoming the difficulties and giving the best of ourselves to help this great movement of Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
I would also like to seize the opportunity to thank you for bringing us closer to Krsna by following the teachings of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Prabhupada said in the Introduction of Adi-lila from Caitanya-caritamrta, “May you always keep the son of mother Saci in your hearts. It will be easy to understand Kṛṣṇa through Him.” By following your instruction of making CC part of our life, we came to know how to get closer to Krsna.
Thank you for increasing our desire to enter into a relationship with Krsna and increasing our spiritual inspiration.
Āpani āmādēra priẏa guru mahārāja. You are our dear Guru Maharaj.
Your servant, Tamala Kṛṣṇa Dasa & Nilamani Dasi
Tandvini Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
My dear Guru Maharaj,
All glories to you. All glories his holiness Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I offer my most humble obeisances in the divine dust of the lotus feet of my most exalted spiritual master.
I am amongst the most fallen of living entities and yet, by your unlimited compassion, you have glanced in my direction and now my life has become successful. Who can properly describe the glories of your divine grace?
Gurudeva, to glorify a person such as your divine self is easy because your qualities are as numerous as the stars in a cloudless sky. Simultaneously it is difficult because it requires a purified mind. Nonetheless it is the duty of an initiated disciple, to muster whatever devotional sentiment he/she has, and try and chant your glories. It is by your mercy, however, that any meaningful word can be uttered towards that end. Just as you have already explained that, ‘Your disciples are your children.’ The qualities they possess can only come from you. So they express their spiritual emotions like children who buy gifts to their father with the money they received from him beforehand.
This universe we are in, is, for the spiritually blind persons, like a devouring forest fire. It is the cause of great misery. They migrate back and forth to hell and to heaven in an unending cycle. Surprisingly, their consciousness has been dulled because of repeated births and deaths and the occasional relief of misery is interpreted as happiness. However, for those who are fortunate enough to have had your association, directly or indirectly through your kirtans and lectures the pain they feel is the sign that your words have a transcendental effect. The recognition of their state of despondency is the first step in the good direction because they have stopped to see this world as the all in all. Whereas the totally ignorant souls are unable to see that they are living an illusion and continue to think that they can extract complete satisfaction in the sensual experience. All glories onto you because you actually manifest the power to awaken the sleeping souls. You are the best friend of everyone. All glories onto you.
In one of your lectures you mentioned, how Brahmananda Prabhu was glorifying Srila Prabhupada. He said “Srila Prabhupada is not God, but for him greater as he came down and picked him from the lower streets.” My soul echoes the same thoughts about you, I did not have any qualification, pieties, to be given a chance, let alone be initiated. But without even knowing me in this material life, in an instant, you picked me up. You have time and time again come to my rescue and saved me from falling deeper and surrendering to my demons, “From feeding the bad dog” as you would say.
You tell us how Caitanya Mahaprabhu is merciful as in this age He’s not looking at qualifications and past pieties, and elevates the soul. I see you as the mercy of Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is elevating us and sees no distinction in the soul. Otherwise, what qualification I have to serve you and my god brothers and sisters? You make it a point to have a balanced and personal connection with each of your disciples, at the same time, making us understand you are not the property of “One disciple.” You told me once you want, “Mature disciples,” and you do not like to tell them what to do every time. In your lecture on Chapter 14 verse 9 of the Bhagvad-gita you have said that on Vyasa-puja, when we submit our offerings, these offerings are confession of the gap that is there between our service and the desire of the spiritual master. You make it so simple for us, you literally spoon feed us also Gurudeva through your lectures. Therefore, I feel unqualified to do any service unto your lotus feet, but for my purification, I want to endeavour for whatever service, Lord Nityananda and you inspire me.
I thank you from the core of my polluted heart for the opportunity to serve your murti and do a little insignificant service unto your lotus feet. Now, by your grace, I'm begging you to always use me in your service in any way you desire -- in success or failure, honour or dishonour, happiness or distress; please, oh most merciful Gurudeva, let me never leave your lotus feet, because you are my only shelter and refuge.
Your insignificant daughter, Tandvini Devi Dasi
Tanumadhya Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Kadamba Kanana Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
By reflecting on the past year, I can see only change, even more than I have anticipated. But reflecting also means looking ahead, and there I see even more change.
This pandemic has allowed me to enter someone else’s home, all over the world, so to speak. It has given me insights as to how bhakti yoga is practiced in different countries. I have also seen the eagerness of sharing the bhakti process and maha mantra with the world by old and young. I have experienced online how change has affected so many adversely, even amongst the devotee community. Fortunately, I know that the only constant in my life is your prayers and Krsna’s reciprocation.
From what I see from all the online podcasts and presentations, this is an exciting time for the younger devotees. They get to be part of the restructuring of the workings of our movement. Changes are taking place unequivocally as a result of irreversible changes being forced upon this world due to this Covid-19 pandemic. How fortunate they are to still have the most valuable input and guidance from the senior devotees like yourself.
I can see that the biggest factor that can be a potential pitfall while planning for the future of the movement, is the ability to distinguish between the principles Srila Prabhupada introduced, and why, and the manifestation of the principles according to time, place and circumstance. This is where your expertise and specific way of thinking now comes to the forefront. Your way of approaching things is of the utmost necessity and of incalculable value. This shows that Krsna is in full control, He knows fully what is needed and provides it ingeniously. Thank you for sharing your wisdom on so many platforms and being available to your disciples on a weekly basis.
For the not so young this is a time of restructuring our own lives. Maybe we don’t experience so many changes due to being less involved with the world and are therefore adopting to the few changes more easily.
Thank you for sharing your wisdom on what the essentials we need to focus on are, on how to do the needful and why it is so important. It is especially the wisdom of why we are doing what we are doing that keeps us enlivened and enthusiastic.
Thank you for creating a platform where we can find strength in association and in sharing your mercy with others. If only we can stick to your advice. You have already embraced so many changes and have shown us so many times how to move forward with intelligence and have been so patient by continuously picking us up and pulling us along.
In the purport of the Bhagavad-gita, Chapter 5 verse 15 Srila Prabhupada explains what this life is about: Being in a bewildered condition, therefore, the embodied soul identifies himself with the circumstantial material body and becomes subjected to the temporary misery and happiness of life.
And also in the Bhagavad-gita, Chapter 11 verse 55 gives us the outline how to change this life: He who engages in My pure devotional service, free from the contaminations of fruitive activities and mental speculation, he who works for Me, who makes Me the supreme goal of his life, and who is friendly to every living being – he certainly comes to Me.
And in Bhagavad-gita Chapter 18 verse 78 we can understand why it is so: Wherever there is Kṛṣṇa, the master of all mystics, and wherever there is Arjuna, the supreme archer, there will also certainly be opulence, victory, extraordinary power, and morality. That is my opinion.
This to me is also the essence of your teachings and encouragement.
And while you are pushing and pulling us as a group, on top of this all, you still have the time to take a moment and share a power point with an insignificant individual like myself. Thank you for providing me a moment of directly experiencing your grace.
Your ever grateful disciple, Tanumadhya Devi Dasi
Taravali Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
I already knew I had no taste, no desire for Krsna’s service. I have spoken to you about this before. This I had already realised and my dependence on you, on the vaishnavas/is, on the temple, and the deities. My dependence on your mercy, dragging me along regardless of what I else I think I should do instead, regardless of what else I get caught up in, was clear, and is getting clearer every day.
Especially over the last year. All the things I was dependant on so desperately to stay afloat somehow in service to you, temple was closed, devotees were isolating in their own homes, kirtans were closed, festivals – nothing, house programs/outreach were stopped. Everything that we had was all of the sudden stopped completely, closed or restricted. Nothing in person.
By your mercy we had access to hours and hours of online content. You gave classes and kirtans online. By the temple management’s mercy we had access to online streaming of darshans, abhisheks and classes. Everything through a screen. By your mercy we had Radha Shyamasundar and Nityananda Gauranga’s service keeping us sane at home.
But the reality was becoming clearer and it is true. The only thing we will have at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the time of the ultimate test is the holy name. All these other things that we are so dependent on will be taken away – we may not even be able to hold our beads in our hands and chant, the only thing we will have is the echo of the kirtan in our head, and if, if we can physically chant/speak/sing then maybe we’ll be able to utter the names. Just maybe. But otherwise, it will be an echo in the mind, an echo of the kirtan, of the devotees chanting, of the kirtan vibrating in our mind, of you leading the kirtan.
This is all that will remain with us. Everything else – gone. But I still fall, distracted by desires, achievements, aspirations, goals – for myself – not so much for spiritual life. I still fall short. But – by your unconditional, literally causeless mercy – you watch, you watch me and make sure I don’t stray so far as to not remember what my real potential is. You protect me at every turn of life’s events, no matter how far I sink into my bodily identification and forget – but you are still there – making sure I don’t forget. Even if I try to.
You fill the world up with kirtan, you fill our lives up with the holy name – no matter what, no matter where, when or how. Online, in person, slow and steady or fast and fiery – by your mercy I can see what this means you are blessing us with the holy name. So it may linger in our minds – in our hearts so that day, any day and all days the echo of the holy name, the sacred sound vibration is there and it won’t fade or go away. So when the time comes and we are shrivelled, unable to do any other service, unable to go anywhere, see anyone, do anything, possibly unable to even hold our beads, it will be ok because the echo, the sound of the holy name will be there playing in the mind drowning out the other competing thoughts, sounds and desires – The holy name will be instilled in us so deeply that we can never forget, even if we try.
You have dedicated your entire being to instilling Krsna’s holy name in the heart and mind of everyone you come in contact with. Wherever you go, wherever you are, however it happens – this is what you do. This is what I have fallen into – somehow or other – by your mercy.
Thank you Guru Maharaj, for saving me and keeping an eye on me throughout all of life’s ups and downs and making sure I don’t stray too far.
Thank you Guru Maharaj, for instilling the holy name into my life, my mind, my heart. Please bless me that one day I’ll be able to relish the real taste of the Holy Name and that I may develop a sincere desire to serve you and the holy name. That one day I can sincerely serve the devotees.
Your aspiring servant, Taravali Devi Dasi
Tatjana Janini Ackermann
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who, with the torchlight of knowledge has openend my eyes, which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance.
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I feel very happy to honour you on this auspicious day. But also shy and uncertain whether I will find the right words to express my gratitude and what's in my heart. Having you now present in my life definitely fills my heart with deep gratefulness. Since you entered my life I got a glimpse of the power of a guru and how he can uplift a lost soul.
I am grateful:
That you were so merciful to come and to knock on my heart's door. When, in a time of difficulty, I was crying intensely from the deepest place of my heart out for my spiritual master you showed up in my heart. I am grateful that you appeared before me as I was blind and not able to recognize you before. But when I desperately needed you, you came. And a short time later you even manifested personally in Goloka Dhama. Thank you for being so merciful and granting my shelter at your lotus feet.
I am grateful:
That you are so compassionate. You were patiently waiting for me and picking me up. I appreciate so much your transcendental knowledge and experience and at the same time being so down to earth, standing next to me and all other disciples, and showing us the path back to Krsna with all your compassion. Thank you for being present, lighting me the path and connecting me with Krsna!
I am grateful:
For the empowerment of the parampara I can feel coming from and through you. My determination for improving my sadhana has tremendously increased. Your words stick in my heart: “You don't become younger.” You are right. No time anymore to wait and waste time.
Thank you for this wake-up call, being bold and reminding me to be serious.
I am grateful:
For having the joy to meditate about you, your spirit and how to please you the best. I not only feel it as my duty but as my blessing to meditate about you. This gives me so much pleasure and inspirations on how to please you and therefore Krsna. To bring the holy name to other souls and to care for others is my heart's desire.
Thank you for inspiring me.
I am grateful:
For your selfless giving in Krsna consciousness, which gives me feelings of security and hope because of your ability to pick up people where they are and with all your kindness motivate them to have faith in Krsna and to serve Him. That’s the only way of getting relief from the miseries of this material world and learn, step by step, to turn towards Krsna.
Thank you for giving me this opportunity.
I am grateful:
That you tirelessly travel far and wide, taking all kinds of difficulties upon yourself, successfully preaching the mission of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and delivering the world from the material disease. Thank you for your determination, your sacrifices and not giving up on us fallen souls.
Please never give up on me. I depend on you that some spiritual feelings can awaken in my heart and some rays of light will enter the darkness of my consciousness. I really pray that I will never disappoint you. I pray to be allowed to always follow your good example and to deepen my relationship with Krsna. With your blessings it will have a chance.
I wish you strength, health, happiness and the ongoing empowerment to serve in Srila Prabhupada’s mission.
Thank you Gurudeva. All glories to you.
Your insignificant servant, Tatjana Janini Ackermann
Goloka Dhama, Germany
Meeting with Krsna in progress
It is devotional service that is opening up the spiritual dimension for us. In devotional service, every activity we do here is in the material world however simultaneously it has eternal spiritual benefit, or one can say that it is simultaneously connecting us to Krsna. Not only is there eternal benefit, but Krsna Himself is giving us that benefit. Krsna is personally getting involved in our lives and reciprocating with us. So we make this effort and in return, Krsna gets deeply involved with us. Krsna is not typically involved directly with material conditioned souls, but He is certainly directly involved with His devotees, and isn’t that so nice! So the more we engage in devotional service, the more we can have these personal meetings with Krsna.
Tattva Darsana Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
One year has passed. The present situation in the world with the lockdown has increased the physical distance between people. But fortunately the memories from past years experiences with you and travels by your mercy are my biggest assets in these times. This keeps me closely connected with you in my heart. Without you and your mercy I don't know where my Krsna consciousness would be. I am grateful that I made the decisions in the past to go and travel to the places where you were preaching or having programs, and meet you in person several times. I hope that soon there will be an opportunity again to meet you and chant and dance in your kirtans. Thank you so much for the online sanga opportunities via Zoom every week. It has a very good family atmosphere. This keeps me focused and on the track.
I remember that you requested the Hungarian disciples somehow to recover that particular old recording from the Communist era of Hungary when devotees had to play kartals inside their jackets on the street. I did speak with devotees who have their own old recordings posted on social media. However this video couldn't be found yet. But just recently I've got the information that a devotee named Nalini-kanta Devi Dasi from Hungary was on that harinama. So maybe I can't present this video on this Vyasa-puja, but it's not forgotten. I hope we will discover it somewhere soon, than we will be happy to present it to you.
In Hungary the lockdown is sometimes lighter and sometimes more strict than in other countries. That is why last summer I had the opportunity to attend the Pada-yatra in Hungary which took place in the Lake Balaton region for two weeks. I attended the whole Pada-yatra. The amazing thing is, before that I bought an 8-passenger minivan and somehow or other the van of the Budapest Temple broke down just before the Pada-yatra. So when I was applying for the festival with the van I bought, the organizer devotees were astonished how Krsna arranged the situation. So devotees could travel to the Pada-yatra from Budapest to the Balaton Region. In this way I could serve the devotees for two weeks and help them with the van to arrive the places where we did the harinama. Padya-yatra was so amazing and Krsna just poured His mercy upon everyone. Please give your blessings to be able to take part such events as this Pada-yatra and serve devotees with the van.
If Krsna agrees I wish that you may preach through the whole world for many years to come.
Your servant, Tattva Darsana Dasa Hungary
Tirumala Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you Guru Maharaj. All glories to Srila Jayadvaita Swami. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Just a Prayer Away
I still remember receiving your letter telling me how happy you were that the temple authorities had given the go ahead for my initiation. On the day of initiation while we were preparing the kunda, I remember thinking to myself that I couldn’t possibly go through with the initiation. I didn’t feel that I deserved to be able to call myself your disciple, not just yet at least. So, I plucked up the courage to come to tell you this. I walked towards you and when you saw me approaching, you looked so happy. Seeing your smile brought such joy to my heart. After seeing your smile, I thought to myself that I could not possibly let you know what I was thinking. After the initiation ceremony, you said, “You like to give gifts, but now you have given me the greatest gift – your life. Welcome to my spiritual family.” I can’t express how happy I was to hear those words from you.
Since then, so much has happened. I have had so many adventures in my service to you and have been granted so many opportunities due to your mercy and sacrifice. Your character and transcendental nature are a constant reminder to me of the importance of striving to develop good qualities. Your spiritual depth and unwavering commitment are an inspiration to me to develop spiritual strength. Your every word and action strengthen my faith in you.
There is a quote by His Holiness Tamal Krishna Goswami Maharaj which I keep close to my heart, “The relationship between the Guru and disciple is so sacred. Even the destruction of the universe cannot separate them.”
Time and time again you remind me that you are always with me. You are always so generous with your darshan, so generous with your instructions and your guidance. You have shown me on so many occasions that you are just a prayer away.
You once referred me to the conclusion of the Caitanya-caritamrta, “Spiritual inspiration comes from within the heart, wherein the Supreme Personality of Godhead, in His paramatma feature, is always sitting with all His devotees and associates.”
Oh, Guru Maharaj, you truly are a reservoir of devotional inspiration. You are a role model whose purity of purpose has the potency to penetrate the heart of the sincere hearer. Your humility and graciousness despite your spiritual stature is humbling. You show by example what commitment to one’s spiritual master should look like. Once in Cape Town when you were working on a report for Jayadvaita Maharaja, your shoulder started to trouble you. But it did not slow you down. You described how happy Maharaj was when you told him that you would complete the report. You told me that you would get it done no matter what happened, and you did.
I have so much that I want to do in your service Guru Maharaj. After initiation you told me that I gave you my life and I am praying for the spiritual strength to use this life to always be of service to you and to always have the fortune of just being a prayer away from your guidance and association.
With love. Your daughter, Tirumala Devi Dasi
Tulsi Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru-Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisancess. All glories to Srila Jayadvaita Maharaja. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
On a special occasion like this I feel that I have to express my gratitude for everything you have done for me.
First I want to thank you that you appeared in my life. Thank you for giving me opportunity to live like a human being by helping me to become serious in the bhakti way of life. Thank you for giving me initiation and in this way connecting me directly with the Guru-parampara. Thank you for all these years of amazing experiences on your Vyasa-puja and the Kings day harinams where you were leading kirtans for 4-5 hours straight.
Thank you for giving me shelter in the holy dham of Mayapur; this is where my spiritual life really started. Thank you for pushing me to study Bhagavatam all these years, though I was not so inclined to do so. By your mercy a fool can become somebody who people accept as learned man. Thank you for all these nice parikramas we did together in the holy dham.
Thank you for being a proper representative of Guru-parampara. Thank you that you many times acted as a friend and older brother. Thank you for showing us that the Guru is not just an official position, but has a human side also. Thank you for giving me opportunity to serve Jayadvaita Swami, a transcendental personality. Thank you for allowing me to be your disciple and for practically building up my whole spiritual life.
Thank you for everything else that I did not mention here that you did for me, doing at present, and will do in the future. At the end I would like to offer you few verses from Narada bhakti sutra that I like:
“One achieves bhakti by giving up sense gratification and mundane association. One achieves bhakti by worshiping the Lord ceaselessly. One achieves bhakti by hearing and chanting about the Supreme Lord's special qualities, even while engaged in the ordinary activities of life in this world. Primarily, however, one develops bhakti by the mercy of great souls, or by a small drop of the Lord's mercy. The association of great souls is rarely obtained, difficult to understand, and infallible. The association of great souls can be attained—but only by the Lord's mercy.”
Your servant, Tulsi Dasa
Vaibhavi Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada
Dear Guru Maharaj,
You are the abode of all good qualities and an expert in all matters. You are the life of those who are materially exhausted. Please appear in my heart and allow me to chant your glories. I wish with all my heart to be always a pure devotee and no longer to look for taste in material illness.
May I purely please you and Kṛṣṇa. Hare Kṛṣṇa, Vaibhavi Devi Dasi
Vaidarbhi Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
I was meditating on what to write to you this year, and the first thing that came to my mind is how your deeper understanding on mercy always helps me to correct my attitude towards doing any service. When the mind says, “No,” It’s your wisdom that encourages me to keep going and receive that mercy.
You always say how we are recipient of Prabhupada’s mercy and how that mercy is so great. You say by the association of maha-bhagavata even an ordinary person can become inspired. I am so fortunate to be a recipient of your mercy. I so look forward to transcribing your lectures as it gives a peek into your heart, and also helps me to know you, repeatedly hearing you is a bonus for me.
2020 was a year that we thought you will grace us with your physical presence but of course that didn’t happen. Waiting for things to settle down then how you always say, looking forward to a big kirtan party we will have in the dhama. Recent association with your senior disciple was so enlightening and it shows how personal you are with each one of us. You personally take out time to reply to our messages.
Reading your book kirtaniya sada harih helps me go deeper in my chanting. One of the realisations you share is how my Krsna looks at the intention and how He is all Supreme loving merciful God. Such a sublime realisation - helps me not to go in the guilt consciousness while chanting.
Look forward to your weekly zoom meeting with you and the God family where you answer each and every little query of ours. Your constant emphasis on mode of goodness is something I constantly work upon but it’s very difficult to get there. Your recent encounter with the Covid, was definitely a heart breaking news like for everyone else. Praying for your well being as always.
I know the relationship with the Guru is at a soul and not bodily level, but still seeing you in real time in weekly zoom meeting is definitely a delight. Praying for your mercy and guidance that I may continue to serve you and in this movement of Srila Prabhupada’s with enthusiasm.
Your insignificant one, Vaidarbhi Devi Dasi
Vamsi Vadana Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Hare Krsna dearest Guru Maharaj,
Happy appearance day.
This day is a joy for all of us because we celebrate your appearance. We have the opportunity to share our offerings and thoughts with you and to hear others from our god brothers, god sisters and close associates. Thus we learn to praise the vaishnavas, which is one of the main qualities of the devotees, to glorify each other. This meditation to write our offerings keeps us in consciousness of you and your activities, and this definitely gives us spiritual strength. This gives us the opportunity to get to know each other better and to develop even stronger relationships.
I wish you good health and be completely satisfied in Krsna consciousness. I also wish you more private time for you and Krsna. You had said at one of the last meetings that you wanted to have more time to develop your personal relationship with Krsna even more deeply. Very good advice for each of us, especially after one stage of our lives. Thank you that you are guiding us so nicely to see Krsna’s hand in everything. May we succeed by your mercy.
You have given and continue to give so much and infinitely much of yourself to your disciples and followers. You have developed a healthy and wonderful relationship with such admirable vaishnavas and with your dear disciples. And you continue to inspire us in such a natural and spontaneous way. Let each of us satisfy you in our own way, using our own nature. More than once you have answered that you will be most satisfied when we preach and give the opportunity to others to touch this inner knowledge - the King of knowledge, the secret of all secrets. However, in order to share this knowledge in an appropriate way, we need your mercy. Your mercy will bring us good sadhana, regular listening, reading, careful chanting, good relations with devotees, humble inquiry to Guru and service to the vaishnavas.
May we all, by your mercy, practice these important limbs of bhakti and let they lead us to the proper preaching that will satisfy you most. May we have a good relationship with the devotees around us and never commit offences. Then sharing this knowledge will be the perfection in our practice and you are such an example for us in this regard, and you always point us to all that, so thank you.
I pray to Krsna that all the borders will be opened very soon that you can go back to Vrindavana and other holy places where you love to visit. I hope each of us to have the opportunity to travel with you to the holy places and to have your association. There is no sweeter nectar than that for your students, except the pleasure of spreading the holy name with you. This cannot be compared with anything. May we have this opportunity again to chant the holy names at the king’s day together in Amsterdam or anywhere in the world and join your sankirtan party, following in the footsteps of Srila Prabhupada, the acaryas and our dear Gods - Gauranga and Prabhu Nityananda.
Your servant, Vamsi Vadana Dasa
Vasant Pancami Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Gurudeva, Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
When will Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī Prabhupāda, who has established within this material world the mission to fulfill the desire of Lord Caitanya, give me shelter under his lotus feet?
This is my first offering on the auspicious occasion of Vyasa-puja, kindly excuse me for my mistakes.
I offer the highest respects to all the devotees, and in general devotee association, and Srila Prabhupada’s transcendental books which I would read for hours upon end and that disrupted a nondescript life, in a small nondescript town called Marondera in Zimbabwe.
His Grace Satcitananda Prabhu, who sadly passed on in July of 2019 was the first one who joined in the late 80’s and as a result we had the merciful association of his Guru Maharaj, His Holiness Giriraj Swami as well as His Holiness Gour Govinda Swami, His Holiness Partha Sarthi Maharaj, His Grace Tribhuvanatha Prabhu, His Holiness Bhakti Narasimha Swami and many others.
We arranged nationally televised interviews for several of them which were viewed by millions on a popular, live breakfast show, at a time when there were only two television channels running, so not much internet or mobile phones to distract everyone. As a result of this association a seed was planted which eventually lead me to Vrindavan, where I would first meet my spiritual master.
I recall in 2001-2 meeting you, Gurudeva, in Vrindavan at the internet cafe near the Krishna Balarama temple gate, I was still not wearing devotional clothes but I was active in the temple, asking questions in class participating in the 24hr kirtans and attending all the programs as well as chanting my rounds. Somehow you noticed me, and you asked a question at that café. You asked, “Have you considered initiation?” Gurudeva, you are searching out fallen souls who need help, causelessly trying to correct their course from temporary repeated material enjoyment. I don’t recall the rest of the brief conversation, but I thought I was not ready to surrender my big ego.
Having decided to leave Zimbabwe, suddenly a desperate call came to return, in retrospect I see it as a test, failed once again, a glimpse given, then again off I went again on the merry scary go round of material existence, and it became more and more difficult, some other taste was growing, albeit slowly - Krsna consciousness;
“My dear friend, there is one boy—His name is Govinda. He is standing on the bank of the Yamuna near the Kesi-ghata, and He is playing on His flute. If you think that you’ll enjoy your life more in this material world, then do not go to see Krsna. Do not go there.” (Lecture on SB 1.2.12 - Los Angeles, August 15, 1972).
Yes, I am a procrastinator, In November 2006 I wrote a letter to Back to Godhead Magazine to that effect, and His Holiness Jayadvaita Swami sent a nice hand written reply with kind words of encouragement. Gurudeva your connection with South Africa was also an inspiration to me personally to take your shelter, the first official temple visited was Hillsboro in Johannesburg, Sri Sri Nitai Gaurahari in 1997 the first visit out of the country, and then visits to the famous Durban Ratha-yatra festival.
Dear Gurudeva I still am a neophyte, I think back of what my journey would have been like if I had taken shelter those many years ago, however my understanding of surrender is a work in progress.
Most endearing is your connection to Vrindavan, I observe that you become animated, your mood lights up, when speaking of this transcendental realm, that takes us back there when you speak of the holy dham.
Most endearing are your kirtans, that enthusiasm is helpful for one like me who has little taste for the holy names:
Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare Hare Rāma, Hare Rāma Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare.
Sung with energy that I wonder, even though my material body is apparently younger.
Back in the present, I love to hear your lectures, the expertise in how you handle questions, always with a personal touch, speaking with the person not to them, seeing this I understood there is much to learn. Guru is heavy as you recently mentioned, does not move away from Krsna. At the same time, that heavy weight floats like a big ship, giving shelter and our efforts are therefore quite insignificant in comparison.
It is not possible to go back to Godhead in one life, but in the human form one should at least understand the goal of life and begin Kṛṣṇa consciousness. It is said that the human form is a great boon because it is the most suitable boat for crossing over the nescience ocean. The spiritual master is considered to be the most able captain in that boat, and the information from the scriptures is the favorable wind for floating over the ocean of nescience. The human being who does not take advantage of all these facilities in this life is committing suicide. Therefore one who does not begin Kṛṣṇa consciousness in the human form of life loses his life to the influence of the illusory energy. (Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.15.24, Purport).
We think that we have met Your Goodness by the will of providence, just so that we may accept you as captain of the ship for those who desire to cross the difficult ocean of Kali, which deteriorates all the good qualities of a human being. (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.1.22).
Guru Maharaj sometimes I have a question, I send you a message and I do not get a reply, I understand you are busy, but the interesting thing is that many times you mention something related to that question in your talks. As I am writing this over a few days, you mentioned this very topic in our weekly family Zoom meetings, and so I get a reply. It is nice to listen to these talks twice, especially these Friday family online Zoom calls, these calls are inspirational and a nice family gathering.
Srila Gurudeva, you mercifully gave me initiation this year, on Vasant Pancami, I was guessing what name I would get, but never expected the name Vasant Pancami Dasa. And how you carefully spent time explaining the significance of this holy day, by linking me to this day, invoking interest in everything and every great personality related to Vasant Pancami. Thank you very much for creating that opportunity in Krsna consciousness which transforms and gives great encouragement on this path and the eternally ongoing process of spiritual development and service.
Your lectures are sometimes humorous, but inherent in that humour is a grounded seriousness where you speak of Krsna consciousness from all kinds of angles and always backed up from the storehouse of your vast knowledge.
You give your life experiences as examples, to illustrate their basis in relation to Krsna, tied in nicely, many times we can relate to the experience in our situation. Your emphasis on following Srila Prabhupada is prominent in your talks, following the line, boiling down the milk for those who are ready to receive that mercy.
"Just it is very difficult to cross over the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, but if you have got a very good vehicle, ship or anything else, you can very nicely cross over, similarly, the example is given that this material life is a great ocean, and this human body is a good boat. This human body is a good boat for crossing this ocean. And the spiritual master is a good captain. You see? And the instruction of Lord Kṛṣṇa, or a similar instruction, Vedic instruction, are favorable wind. Just like if you want to cross the Atlantic Ocean from New York, if the wind is blowing westward, then your journey becomes very favorable. So the favorable wind is blowing by this instruction of the Vedas, and there are many stalwart ācāryas who are just like the captain, and this human body is just like a good ship.
Now, the living soul who is seated in such a favorable condition, if he does not cross over the material ocean, then he is making suicide. He is making suicide. Sa eva ātma-han. So we have to take advantage. We have to take advantage of this favorable condition to end this miserable material existence. And if anyone does not take the advantage, then he is committing suicide. That is the version of Bhāgavata. Or... Either he is personally committing suicide or any civilization which is checking this process, that is also violent, the most virulent type of violence, because people are misled. So this is the idea of the scriptures, that human life should be utilized only for spiritual self-realization.” (Srila Prabhupada Lecture, New York, May 30, 1966)
Guru Maharaj, you mentioned about your times sailing on a boat, and explaining the expertise required, you can cook on a sea tossed boat, construct a magnificent structure such as Srila Prabhupda’s Mayapur samadhi and your kirtans are so uplifting, I am listening now, getting inspiration from a slow kirtan from Golokdham, not sure if it is in Germany or the spiritual world.
Prabhupada: If you are actually inquisitive to understand the highest truth, then you must surrender yourself to the guru. Not that by experience I go on, go on, go on, being baffled here, there, here, there, then automatically... No. You may not come even to the right path by such experience. Just like on an ocean, if you do not know direction, the path ship, how you will direct your ship this way, that way? You can go on this way, sometimes this way, that way, this way, that way, then you will be lost. You will be lost. All your endeavors will be simply baffled. You must have the direction; therefore the captain keeps that, what is called, compass: 'Just here I am going to the this side.' Actually, when I was coming...
Devotee: On the ship?
Prabhupada: Yes. They were calculating... immediately, 'Now we are here. Now we are in Mediterranean, Italy, this that.' I was asking. I was very inquisitive. By the compass and by the map, they are coming to the right direction. The captain's business is this. They have got different types of maps, and the compass. Everything is there. The captain ordered, 'Now turn the wheel this way. Stop the wheel this way... Just go on this way.' " (Srila Prabhupada Philosophy Discussion on Soren Kierkegaard).
Devotee: So if we as devotees in Kṛṣṇa consciousness movement are transcendental to these modes, does that mean that we can.
Prabhupada: You are not transcendental. You are trying to be transcendental. You should always remember that 'We are trying to be transcendental.' When you are actually on transcendental state, you will not be affected by any modes of material nature. Therefore you should be very cautious and careful. Just like on the sea, you are in the boat. You are transcendental. But the boat may..., can merge into the water any moment unless you are very carefully plying it. At any moment. You are not in the water, you are safe on the boat, but if you do not carefully ply your boat, then you can fall down at any moment. The comparison is given, nṛ-deham ādyam sulabhaṁ sudurlabhaṁ (SB 11.20.17). Sulabhaṁ. This human form of body is just like a very nice boat to cross over this ocean of ignorance, and the guru is the pilot, or the captain. And the śāstras are favorable wind. Just like if you are going this direction, if the wind is blowing this..., then automatically your boat is pushed. And behind the boat, what is called, the boat, that thing? He takes the...
Devotee (2): The oar, rudder...
Devotee (3): The oarsman. Oarsmen.
Prabhupada: Oarsman, all of them are. Chief?
Devotee (2): The steersman or the pilot?
Prabhupada: Yes, the chief man. So the guru is there. He is the chief man, giving direction, or the captain. And others are plying, and the boat is also strong, and the wind is also favorable. In this circumstances, if you cannot cross, then you make suicide. The śāstras are there. That is favorable wind. You get the way. And the spiritual master is directing, 'Do like this.' And you have got a nice boat, and you are plying. Now cross over. Very big ocean in the material world. Just see the sky, how big it is. So we have to cross this material sky, penetrate the covering, then go to the spiritual sky. Then you are safe. Paras tasmāt tu bhāvaḥ anyaḥ 'vyakto 'vyaktāt sanātanaḥ (BG 8.20). That place, even after destruction of this whole material world, that is safe. So we have to go there, plying the boat.
(Srila Prabhupada Morning Walk, Perth, May 11, 1975).
I offer my obeisances to you again for you uplifting guidance and ongoing inspiration. Thank you again Guru Maharaj for affording us this opportunity.
Your servant, Vasant Pancami Dasa
Venuya Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
You said in one of our last family meetings, that the spiritual master has the task, to awaken a wish in the disciple, the wish to go back home, back to Godhead.
I feel this wish clearer since my initiation and a longing for Vrindavan is developing. You was so kind to give me a name, which is related to Vrindavan. I am very grateful for this. My heart is changing and I never want to be like I was before Krsna consciousness and especially before I have got the greatest benediction, to get the shelter of your lotus feet.
You said, that the spiritual master gives persons a greater vision, than they have on their own. I do not have a great vision, but I see a lot of changes in my consciousness. I hope, that I can stand one time alone on my two legs, so that I can try to repay something of all your endeavours to you and the vaishnavas.
Your perfect example in dealing with difficult situations, health problems, being fully Krsna conscious under all circumstances is very encouraging and motivating for me to carry on. This and your wonderful kirtans and lectures led me to the point, that Krsna is now the center of my life.
Long time ago I found a quote on a teabag. “The only thing you can miss is love.”
Now I understand, that our eternal relationship with Krsna is meant with this love.
Please accept this poem as my humble attempt, to please you.
You will never be alone
You will never be alone, Take the direct path, Go home.
You do not miss the so called love, Go for eternal, Rise above.
Have faith in me without control, You are my part, a spirit soul.
Please come back home, I miss you so.
Never turn back, And fix the goal.
Your servant of the servant, Venuya Devi Dasi
Vishan Malaree
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna my dearest Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances onto your lotus feet. Happy appearance day dear Guru Maharaj.
Guru Maharaj,
Only your causeless mercy could have made such transformation to our lives. I clearly remember seeing you and hearing your ecstatic kirtan for the very first time at the Kirtan Mela Mauritius. I was enchanted with your voice, by your kirtan that stroke the chord of my heart and soul. At this time, I never knew if we would ever meet again and who knew that Krsna had plans for me to get the great opportunity to serve you and interact with you on a personal level a year or so after. I mean who could have imagined. Not me! It was an extremely pleasant dream come true.
After a year or so we met in Melbourne and I was so excited to play karatals along your side. Your divine association, sweet smile, your very compassionate nature, your kindness only got me more attracted to you. I always feel a great sense of safety when I am around you. This brings immense peace to me. When you left Melbourne, I felt a great separation, a sadness, a feeling that I cannot express. I felt that my heart no longer belonged to me because you took it. I remember looking for you on Facebook and sending you a message saying: “Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj,” To which I never expected a reply as you are such an exalted personality and me a nothing. Circumstances got really unfavourable with lots of tests, and I remember thinking, “Oh Krsna, I wish I had someone to talk to, someone to guide me to what should I do, someone who cares.” Out of nowhere I received a message reading, “Dear Vishan, carry on with Krsna consciousness and life will be sublime.” I was shocked. I had never experienced such level of mercy and compassion from anyone. I knew that we were somehow connected, probably through the heart and that you were watching on me – which made me feel safe.
The mercy of the spiritual master, who is always fixed at Krsna’s lotus feet can certainly transform the impossible to possible. Through your lectures, your Zoom classes you made me realise and understand that we are not in control of anything but Krsna is. You taught me to trust Krsna’s decisions and to have faith in Him, as He only wants what is best for us, even though we cannot understand His doings and His plan. My dear Guru Maharaj, your love and mercy give me the strength to push on. My only desire is to try to serve you at my best ability.
On this very auspicious day, I beg for your mercy my dear Guru Maharaj. My only desire is to eternally stay in the shade and shelter of your divine lotus feet and to serve you for your greatest pleasure. Please keep guiding me in the loving way that you do. We miss you Guru Maharaj. We hope to get the good fortune of serving you very soon.
Until we meet again, I will keep taking inspiration from your kirtans, lectures and weekly zoom classes.
Your eternal servant son, Vishan
Vishnu Citta Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
"I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the deliverer of the fallen souls. His mercy turns the dumb into eloquent speakers and enables the lame to cross mountains."
(Cc Madhya-lila 17.80).
Guru Maharaj, I think of the auspicious day when you accepted me as your disciple, every now and then and truly it fills me with happiness all together and brings a sudden spark to progress more and more in bhakti.
Whether it is about doing pujari seva, deity dressing seva at Iskcon Amritsar or chanting more and more rounds, it has all been possible because of your divine blessings. I believe that if I get the opportunity to serve you in even the smallest way possible, I will feel that I have accomplished everything in life.
Your servant, Vishnu Citta Dasa
Visnurata Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Dear Guru Maharaj, Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you, Kadamba Kanana Swami, All glories to his holiness Srila Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to His Divine Grace Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, All glories to Iskcon.
Ratha yatra in Berlin, 2017: One of the several moments to be blessed with your blissful personal association, where you spoke like in a dream, seeing an eternal vision beyond the visible reality: “There is so much Mercy! We have to spread the Mercy!”
Sharing the transcendental vision and mission, glowing in your golden heart as a real representative of Lord Caitanya and as a preacher, a servant, who is sharing generously the ripened fruits, carried by the most merciful Lord.
Remembering the scene: You standing in the middle of Berlin, in front of the Brandenburger Tor, where the Berliner Mauer used to stand – a symbol of divided Europe – dressed in saffron, smiling blissfully, glorifying the vaishnavas and speaking with eyes like really seeing the spiritual world. Maybe you were seeing Lord Caitanya and His associates, chanting and dancing in front of Lord Jagannatha and sharing His mahaprasadam. Or maybe Srila Prabhupada was writing and printing his books, opening temples, farming communities, education centers during your vision. What was exactly your vision? Who can understand the heart of a vaishnava?
Wishing we can all be serving again for the pleasure of Lord Jagannatha in front of His Chariot, while singing and dancing in the air during your ecstatic kirtans.
Thank you for your kindness and please shower your mercy to this fallen conditioned soul. Praying for strength, purity, enthusiasm and steadiness to be able to remember your elevated instructions and of all vaishnavas, to keep them in my heart. To be able to continue trying to render a little bit of devotional service in the glorious and revolutionary mission of His Divine Grace – a mission, aiming real unity and peace in the world, aiming pure love of God.
Your indebted servant, Visnurata Dasa
Vyasa Krsna Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,
I always keep wondering how merciful you always are despite all my flaws. So much that I have been blessed in this lifetime with such a loving and caring spiritual master as your holiness.
The ongoing pandemic makes us realise many things. Among them, it makes us realise how it is important to cherish the moments that we spend with you when we get the chance, be it your yearly visit, a phone call, a message or like nowadays a Zoom meeting.
Giving us one week in year might seem very little, but if we count each moment and value them we will find that we have lived a whole year in those few days spent in your association. Like you always say, "Be a nectar hunter." Your every word is an instruction to us. We just need the eyes to see and ears to hear them. Capture everything, and our life not only becomes successful but ultimately give us the strength, the determination, the enthusiasm to do something, to make something happen for the pleasure of Srila Prabhupada for without your blessings we are nothing.
This makes us remember this famous verse from Sri Caitanya-caritamrita:
‘The Supreme Personality of Godhead has the form of sac-cid-ānanda-vigraha (BS 5.1) transcendental bliss, knowledge and eternity. I offer my respectful obeisances unto Him, who turns the dumb into eloquent speakers and enables the lame to cross mountains. Such is the mercy of the Lord.’”
This mercy is you personified Guru Maharaj.Thank you so much for taking out your precious time for us and giving us all this care. Now that we haven't been in your physical association for two long years and we do not even know for how long more it will be like this. But when I remember those moments, it refreshes everything like a cool winter breeze blowing in that hot summer afternoon.
Dear Gurudeva, while we wait to have your association soon, please give me your mercy and blessings so that we may become worthy of being called your disciples by making ourselves useful in some service to Sri Guru and Gauranga.
Please give us the ability to always remain in the service of your lotus feet.
You are my master and I your jango.
Your servant, Vyasa Krsna Dasa, Rai Kisori Devi Dasa, Vrndavani & Varsana Vasini
Yadunandana Dasa
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances, All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Swami, All glories to Prabhupada.
After so many years away, I was reminded of your kindness and compassion immediately, when I saw you again. Your mood and devotion swept me up. Your kirtan carried me away. Your words shone light on my life once again. My spiritual master is an ocean of mercy, a friend of the poor, lord and master of the devotees.
Thank you for taking pity on this wretched fool, and initiating me as your disciple. As I try to follow your instructions, thank you for being the example I need.
Your servant, Yadunandana Dasa
Yasodha Devi Dasi
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare
Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj,
Please accept humble obeisances from your servant Yasodha Devi Dasi.
On this auspicious occasion of Vyasa-puja, I sincerely pray to Sri Sri Radha Govinda that you always remain in good health and continue your Kainkariyam (devotional services) to Krsna and engage fallen people like me in the bhakti (devotional services) to Radha and Krsna.
This Vyasa-puja year also marks the completion of 6 years since you blessed me with Harinam Diskha. I am strictly abiding by the vows, four regulative principles, as I promised to you. I am chanting minimum 16 rounds of Hare Krsna maha-mantra every day. I am sincerely performing deity worship to Sri Sri Radha Govinda, Sri Sri Gaura Nitai and Bala Govinda at our home in Chennai. I am seeking your blessings to take care of the deities and serve them in a better way. I am also studying Srimad Bagavatham every day. On Saturday and Sunday I attend online satsang classes by His Grace Parameswara Prabhu, who is our siksha guru here in Chennai.
I pray to you for your mercy and blessings, in order to improve my devotion and progress further in my spiritual journey.
Your servant, Yasodha Devi Dasi
Zoltan Mako
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Wow what a year we had in 2020. You kindly accepted me and my wife, Szilvia, to become your aspiring disciples in February. We then started to draw up plans to travel to see you and humbly serve you and then lockdown happened. All those plans just disappeared with a blink of an eye. Talking about testing times. Yet looking back for the year just gone I realised how fortunate and how incredibly lucky we were that we could have had your constant association via online platforms. These online times allowed me to get to know you Maharaj and also helped me to further solidify my connection with you.
Experiencing the world by going through this collective karma and collective consciousness is for sure a great challenge. But challenges like these really require a deeper absorption from us. Strong faith in the holy name and connection with the Guru helps us to swim through these calamities.
“The bona fide guru will simply present what the supreme guru, God, says in bona fide scripture. A guru cannot change the message of the disciplic succession.”
(The Science of Self-Realization, Chapter 2).
The above quote perfectly represents you Maharaj. You are following the sastras and Srila Prabhupada’s teachings without corrupting them. Even when you are challenged by questions you can still give an honest answer which is connected to scriptures, Prabhupada and Krsna.
I would like to thank you for putting time, effort and humour in the weekly sangas (and daily lectures). Even when you are tired you are still pushing yourself to connect with your disciples and that’s just very sweet and special. The weekly sangas are the sparks in my days, which keep me going forward and helping me to stay motivated.
Hopefully, by Krsna’s mercy, we will be able to meet you in person again soon and have a mega harinama.
Thank you for everything Maharaj.
Your eternal servant, Zoltan Mako UK
Zoltan Zorkoczy
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate kadamba kanana-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale guru dasa jayadvaita-svāmin iti nāmine
nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine
namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
Dear Kadamba Kanana Swami Maharaj, Please accept my humble obeisance. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Please exsuse my weak attempt to glorify your service to Lord Madhusudana, a source of every sweetness.
I would like to say thank you for saving my greatest treasure, my sadhana to reach Krsna consciousness. In last year due to the lockdown bhajans in Budapest temple has been greatly missing for me. Thanks to your YouTube bhajans and kirtans I could strongly connect with the transcendental potential of Sri Krsna. I could spend most of my time listening your songs. I would like to say special thank you for Hari Haraye Namah song of Narottama Das Thakura, Namah sankirtan at Govinda's, 06 February 2013. Radhadesh Mellows 2020, Evening kirtan 23 June 2013 are also my favourite songs.
You have even gave me more than saving my way to Krsna consciousness. You are also planting me the desire to make clear devotional service to Yasoda nandana. I wish I could sing the name of Sri Hari in such a beautiful and pure way like you do. Your devotional service is the greatest fortune of this world. Please stay with us for a while and bless us with the pure holy name. Please give me the shade of your lotus feet.