






VA ISNAVA , A SPIR ITUA L
M ASTER... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
SIGNIFICA NCE OF �R I V YASA
PUJA .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
THE  DISCIPLE... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
OFFER INGS
ACY UTA K ESAVA DASA &                                     
A NA KULYA DEV I DASI.. . . . 9
A DI GA NGA DEV I DASI.. . 11
A DIK A RTA DASA... . . . . . . . . . . .13
A DI-PURUSA DASA... . . . . . . . .15 
A DIR ASA DASA & CITR A
M A LINI DEV I DASI .. . . . . . . . 16
A DITI DEV I DASI .. . . . . . . . . . . . 17
A DIT YA-VA R NA DEV I
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
A NTA R A NGA DASA... . . . . . .19
A NUT TA R A DEV I DASI.. .20
A R I A NA... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
A RUNDH ATI DEV I 
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
A RYACA R ITA DEV I 
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22
ATH A RVA... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
AV INASH JAY K A R A N... . . . 24
BA HUL ASVA DASA... . . . . . . . 24
BA L A R A M DASA... . . . . . . . . . . . 26
BA LI M A R DA N DASA... . . . 26
BH A KTIL ATA DEV I
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
BH A R ATA DASA & MOHINI
DEV I DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
BH A RGAVA & SHOBA M AY I
& TH A R ISH A... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
BHUMI-GITA DEV I DASI &
DAYA SINDHU DASA & 
K HUSHI M A NDA LI A... . . . . 30
BR H AT MR DA NGA DASA .31
CA ITA N YA LIL A DEV I
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

CA NDR A BH A NU DASA &
INDUM ATI DEV I DASI.. . .33
DA H A NI DEV I DASI.. . . . . . . 34
DA IN YA-BODHIK A DEV I 
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35
DAYA LU DASA... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
DEVA RSI DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37
DEVA VA NI DASI & KUSUM 
SA ROVA R A DASA .. . . . . . . . . . . .38
DH A NUDH A R DASA... . . . . .39
DHIR A K RSNA DASA... . . . .39
DJOW E... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40
DOYA L GOV INDA 
DASA .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41
ELISH A PATEL... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42�
GIR IR AJ GOV ER DH A N
MEHTA .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43
GIR I VA R A DH A R I DASA & 
PR EM A M AY I & M A NH A R
& NIM A I .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
GITA GA M YA DEV I 
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
GITA GOV INDA DEV I 
DASI .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49
GITA M A L A DEV I 
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
GODRUM A DASA... . . . . . . . . . . . 51
GOKUL A DEV I DASI.. . . . . . .53
GOPA LI DEV I DASI.. . . . . . . . .54
H A R IK A... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55
H A R IPUJA DEV I DASI.. . . . .57 
H A R I V ENU DASA... . . . . . . . . . .59
H A R I V IL ASA DASA... . . . . . 60
HEM A N R A MPHUL... . . . . . . . 61
HIR A NM AY I DEV I 
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62
INDR A BH AT TA DASA & 
GOKUL A TA RUNI 
DEV I DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63

CONTENTS



INDUPR A BH A DEV I 
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
JACOB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65
JAGA DA NA NDA 
DASA .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66
JAGA NNATH A SUTA 
DASA... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
JA I NITA I DASA & LEK H A
SR AVA NTI DEV I DASI.......68
JA M A DAGNI DASA...............69
JA ROS� AW..................................70
JAYA DEVA DASA....................71
JAYA NTA DASA.......................72
JAYASR I DEV I DASI.............73
JAY K ESAVA DASA.................73
JHUL A N DEV I DASI............74
J YOTIR M AY I DEV I 
DASI .............................................. 75
K A L AVATI DEV I DASI........77
K A RUNIK A DEV I DASI.. .  79
K ASTUR I M A NJA R I DEV I 
DASI................................................80
K AV ER I DEV I DASI.............81
K ESAVA BH A R ATI 
DASA ............................................83
K ISOR I R A DHE DEV I 
DASI...............................................84
K R ISHNA K IRTA N 
DASA .............................................85
K R ISHNENDU DASA .........86
K RSNA BHUMI DASI.........87
K RSNA RUPA DEV I 
DASI...............................................89
K RUPA .........................................90
KULINA DIPIK A DEV I 
DASI .............................................94
L A KSA NA DEV I 
DASI..............................................94
L A LITA KUND DEV I 
DASI ...............................................95
L AVA N YA RUPA DEV I 
DASI ...............................................96

L AW R ENCE K IPTA NUI....97
LENA RT DEBEL A K .............97
LISA.................................................99
LUTA PR EM A DEV I 
DASI.................................................99
M A DHUM ATI DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 100
M A DHUR A NGI DEV I 
DASI..............................................100
M A DR I DEV I DASI.............102
M A ITHILI DEV I DASI......103
MAITRI DEVI DASI (CZ)........104
MAITRI DEVI DASI (UK)........105
M A LI CA ITA N YA DASA  106
M A NJUBH ASINI DEV I 
DASI........................................... ...108
M A NJU K R ISNA DEV I 
DASI ............................................ 109
M A NTR INI DEV I 
DASI............................................. 110
M ATA NGA DASA................ 111
M A XINE.................................... 112
MERUM A L A DEV I 
DASI & FA MILY.................... 114
MIL A N........................................ 114
MITR AV INDA DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 115
MODA NI DEV I DASI........ 116
MOHINI SA KTI DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 117
NA DI A M A NI DEV I
DASI.............................................. 117
NA M A-RUPA DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 118
NA R A NA R AYA NA 
DASA............................................ 119
NAVA DV IPA DASA.............. 121
NAV INA SUNDA R I DEV I
DASI.............................................. 123
NAYA NA BHIR A M
DASA............................................ 123
NEEL M A DH AV.................... 125



NIL ACA L A DEV I DASI.... 125
NIL ACA L A CA NDR IK A 
DEV I DASI................................ 126
NIR A L A MBA DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 129
NISK INCA NA CA ITA N YA 
DASA............................................ 129
NITI L A KSA NA DEV I 
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .131
NRTYA GITA DEVI DASI.. . . .133
PADMA MALINI DEVI 
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134
PARAMPURUSA DASA.. . . . . . .134
PARJANYA DASA & ARCA 
MURTI DEVI DASI......... . . . . . . .135
PA RTHI V EE SW EET Y 
JHUNGOOR .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136
PR ASH A NT............................. 137
PUR NA HUTI DASI............. 138
PUR NA TAT T VA 
DASA .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  139
R A DH A K A NTA DASA...... 139
R A DH A R A M A N DASA... 140
R AJASEK H A R A DASA...... 141
R A NGA NATH A DASA...... 142
R ASESVA R I DEV I 
DASI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .143
R ASIK A R AYA DASA .. . . . .  144
R AV INDR A SVA RUPA & 
SR I JI............................................ 145
R EENA R AO............................ 146
R EVATI DEV I DASI.. . . . . . . .148
ROHINI KUM A R I............... 149
ROL A ND M A RTIN
M ACHER H A MMER........... 150
RUK MINI DEV I DASI...... 151
RUPA GOSWA MI DASA & 
GAYATHR I DH WA NI DEV I 
DASI & K R ISHNA & 
K ESH AV..................................... 152
SACHIM ATA DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 152

SA DBHUJA DASA ............... 153
SA H ASR A NA M A 
DAS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .154
SA IL AVASINI DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 155
SA M A DA RSINI DEV I
DASI.............................................. 156
SA NATA NA GOSWA MI
DASA............................................ 156
SA NATA NI DEV I DASI.... 158
SA NJAYA DASA..................... 158
SA NK IRTA N-PR I YA
DASA............................................ 163
SA R A H A MSI DEV I 
DASI..............................................167
SA R A NAGATI DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 167
SATISH.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....168
SAT T VATA NU DASA ........170
SAUM YA DEV I DASI.........171
SAV ITA DEV I DASI.............172
SESA DASA.............................. 172
SILPA K A R INI DEV I
DASI.............................................. 174
SNEH A BH A KTI DASI.. . .175
SRUTI RUPA DEV I
DASI�............................................ 176
SUDA M A DASA & RUPA 
M A NJA R I DEV I DASI & 
FA MILY...................................... 177
SUJA NI DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 179
SUK A DEVA DASA & 
SATA RUPA DEV I DASI.... 179
SUK H AYA NTI DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 180
SUL A KSA NA DEV I 
DASI..............................................181
SUM A NDIR A DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 182
SUR A BHU DEV I DASI..... 183
SUTA PA DASA....................... 183



SZILV I A BUKTA-
M A KO.......................................... 184
TA NDAV INI DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 185
TA NUM A DH YA.................... 186
TAT T VA DA RSINI DEV I
DASI.............................................. 188
TEJASVA RUPA DASA........ 189
TIRUM A L A DEV I
DASI.............................................. 190
TULSI DASA........................... 192
TULYA DASI............................194
URJESVA R I DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 197
URUGAYA DASA.................. 198
VA IDA R BHI DEV I 
DASI ............................................ 199
VA MSI GITA DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 200
VA MSI VA DA NA DASA .. .201
VASA NT PA NCA MI 
DASA............................................ 204
V ENU YA DEV I DASI......... 205
V ERONIK A.............................. 207
V ISNUR ATA DASA .. . . . . .....208
V ISVA MBH A R A 
CA ITA N YA DASA................ 210
V R AJAJA NA DASA.............. 211
YA DUNA NDA NA DASA & 
K A M A L A KSI DEV I 
DASI.............................................. 212
YOGESVA R A DASA............ 213
ZOLTA N M A KO................... 214



1

HIS DIV INE GR ACE A .C. BH AKTIV EDANTA 

SWA MI PR ABHUP�DA, FOUNDER-�C�RYA OF 

THE INTER NATIONAL SOCIET Y FOR KR ISHNA 

CONSCIOUSNESS



2

VAISNAVA, A SPIRITUAL 
MASTER

SB 10.2.18 
I can find no means to drive away this grief which is drying up my senses. I will not be able to 

destroy it even if I win an unrivalled kingdom on the earth with sovereignty like that of the 
demigods in heaven.

PURPORT
Although Arjuna was putting forward so many arguments based on knowledge of the prin-
ciples of religion and moral codes, it appears that he was unable to solve his real problem 
without the help of the spiritual master, Lord �r� K���a. He could understand that his so-called 
knowledge was useless in driving away his problems, which were drying up his whole exis-
tence; and it was impossible for him to solve such perplexities without the help of a spiritual 
master like Lord K���a. Academic knowledge, scholarship, high position, etc., are all useless in 
solving the problems of life; help can only be given by a spiritual master like K���a. �erefore, 
the conclusion is that a spiritual master who is one hundred percent K���a conscious is the 
bona fide spiritual master, for he can solve the problems of life. Lord Caitanya said that one 
who is master in the science of K���a consciousness, regardless of his social position, is the real 
spiritual master.

kib�vipra, kib� ny�s�, ��dra kene naya
yei k���a-tattva-vett�, sei ’guru’ haya.

(CC Madhya 8.127)

"It does not matter whether a person is a vipra [learned scholar in Vedic wisdom] or is born in 
a lower family, or is in the renounced order of life�if he is master in the science of K���a, he is 
the perfect and bona fide spiritual master." So without being a master in the science of K���a 
consciousness, no one is a bona fide spiritual master. It is also said in Vedic literatures:

�a�-karma-nipu�o vipro mantra-tantra-vi��rada�
avai��avo gurur na sy�d vai��ava� �vapaco guru�

"A scholarly br�hma�a, expert in all subjects of Vedic knowledge, is unfit to become a spiritual 
master without being a Vai��ava, or expert in the science of K���a consciousness. But a person 
born in a family of a lower caste can become a spiritual master if he is a Vai��ava, or K���a 
conscious."
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SIGNIFICANCE OF SRI 
VYASA-PUJA

BY TULSI DASA

In the Bhagavad-gita the Lord states that in this conditioned world the living entities are 
struggling very hard with the six senses, which include the mind. We are eternally fragmental 
parts of the Lord and if we are determined to go on with our conditioned life, we will have to 
go on with our hard struggle with the mind and the senses in the forest fire of material exis-
tence. In Srimad Bhagavatam it is stated: 

�� e material miseries of the living entity, which are superfluous to him, can be directly miti-
gated by the linking process of devotional service. But the mass of people do not know this, 

and therefore the learned Vyasadeva compiled this Vedic literature, which is in relation to the 
Supreme Truth.� (SB 1.7.6)

To save us from suffering, the supremely merciful Lord has given us His own breath in the 
form of the Vedas. However, even though there are so many Vedic scriptures, we can seldom 
find a person who has properly understood and applied them because out of many thousands 
of men, hardly one endeavors for perfection. And of those who have achieved perfection, 
hardly one knows Krsna in truth. 

We are infinitely small; it is said that the dimension of the living entity is one ten-thousandth 
part of the tip of the hair. On the other hand, the world out there is enormous and bewilder-
ing. For one ten-thousandth of the tip of a hair is almost impossible to conceive of one fourth 
of the creation, let alone the spiritual world. What makes the situation even worse is that we 
live in Kali-yuga, which means that our capacity to understand things as they are is dramati-
cally decreased: 

�O learned one, in this iron Age of Kali men almost always have but short lives. � ey are quar-
relsome, lazy, misguided, unlucky and, above all, always disturbed.� (SB 1.1.10)

By our constitutional position we are very small; besides that, our ability to comprehend and 
appreciate reality is severely crippled. And, our situation would have been hopeless indeed, if 
the causeless mercy of Krsna was not available in the form of the spiritual master: 
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�Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an oppor-
tunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Krishna. By the mercy of 
both Krishna and the spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devo-

tional service.� (Caitanya caritamrta Madhya-lila 19.151)

� e spiritual master often looks just like one of us. Although he is not an ordinary human be-
ing because he has been chosen by Krsna to carry out a crucial task on His behalf � to reclaim 
the conditioned souls back to His loving association in the spiritual world. In order to succeed 
in that service, the spiritual master has received an abundant mercy from the ocean of mercy. 
�Just like a cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, he delivers the world by extin-
guishing the blazing fire of material existence.� (Gurvastakam).

We know that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is simultaneously immenent and tran-
scendent, that is, He is all-pervading through His energies and at the same time He is separate 
and independent. Would the Lord have been only transcendent there would have been no 
means for us, the fallible living beings, to come in contact with Him. Fortunately, He is present 
in his creation as the spiritual master who is a manifestation of the Lord�s mercy. � ere are, of 
course, other manifestations of Krsna�s mercy, the holy name, the deities, Srimad Bhagavatam 
and the devotees, all of which are extremely merciful. But none of those can actually benefit us 
unless we receive proper knowledge from the spiritual master. � is knowledge should be at-
tained by proper mood and activities:

�Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively 
and render service unto him. � e self-realized soul can impart knowledge unto you because 

he has seen the truth. Having obtained real knowledge from a self-realized soul, you will never 
fall again into such illusion, for by this knowledge you will see that all living beings are but 

part of the Supreme, or, in other words, that they are Mine.� (Bhagavad-gita 4.34-35)

� us the spiritual master is disciples� true and eternal well-wisher. He is simultaneously the 
best friend of all conditioned souls and Krsna�s favourite servant. Because of performing the 
confidential service of reuniting the Lord with his dear ones. Even the greatest devotees glorify 
the spiritual master�s service:

�� e nectar of Your words and the descriptions of Your activities are the life and soul of those 
suffering in this material world. � ese narrations, transmitted by learned sages, eradicate 

one’s sinful reactions and bestow good fortune upon whoever hears them. � ese narrations 
are broadcast all over the world and are filled with spiritual power. Certainly those who 

spread the message of Godhead are most munificent.� (SB 10.31.9)
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Although he looks like a common person, the spiritual master is not ordinary because he is 
detached from matter and is attached to Krsna:

�� erefore any person who seriously desires real happiness must seek a bona fide spiritual 
master and take shelter of him by initiation. � e qualification of the bona fide guru is that he 
has realized the conclusions of the scriptures by deliberation and is able to convince others of 
these conclusions. Such great personalities, who have taken shelter of the Supreme Godhead, 
leaving aside all material considerations, should be understood to be bona fide spiritual mas-

ters.� (SB 11.3.21)

�One should know the acarya as Myself and never disrespect him in any way. One should not 
envy him, thinking him an ordinary man, for he is the representative of all the demigods.� (SB 

11.17.27)

� erefore, we should sincerely surrender our life to the mission of the spiritual master. � us 
we will please him and he will bless us; his heartfelt blessings are our greatest treasure. 
On the day of the Vyasa-puja we take the opportunity to glorify our spiritual master and thank 
him for his efforts to elevate us from the position of servant of maya to servant of the servant 
of Krsna. In his Vyasa-puja offering to his spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati 
Gosvami Maharaj, Srila Prabhupada writes the following:

�� e transcendental knowledge of the Vedas was first uttered by God to Brahma, the cre-
ator of this particular universe. From Brahma the knowledge descended to Narada, from 

Narada to Vyasadeva, from Vyasadeva to Madhva, and in this process of disciplic succession 
the transcendental knowledge was transmitted by one disciple to another till it reached Lord 

Gauranga, Sri Krishna Chaitanya, who posed as the disciple and successor of Sri Ishvara Puri. 
� e present Acaryadeva is the tenth disciplic representative from Sri Rupa Gosvami, the origi-
nal representative of Lord Caitanya who preached this transcendental tradition in its fullness. 
� e knowledge that we receive from our Gurudeva is not different from that imparted by God 

Himself and the succession of the acaryas in the preceptorial line of Brahma. We adore this 
auspicious day as Sri Vyasa-puja-tithi, because the Acarya is the living representative of Vyas-
adeva, the divine compiler of the Vedas, the Puranas, the Bhagavad-gita, the Mahabharata, and 

the Srimad-Bhagavatam.�

� e appearance day of our Guru Maharaj is most special for us, his disciples, because from all 
gurus in the Universe it was he who came to save us. Because of his mercy our spiritual life is a 
practical reality rather than a theoretical possibility, just as a beautiful dream. His perfect ex-
ample inspires us to become serious sadhakas. His teachings dispel our ignorance, destroy our 
doubts and misgivings and miraculously attract us to Krsna. Because of his constant care and 
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love we grow in devotional service. He makes sure that we become attached to Krsna, because 
he knows that at the end of the day what really matters is where we place our affection. � ere-
fore, Narada Muni advises us:

�A student should practice completely controlling his senses. He should be submissive and 
should have an attitude of firm friendship for the spiritual master.� (SB 7.12.1)

By controlling our mind and senses and by the process of devotional service for the satisfac-
tion of our spiritual master and Krsna, we come closer to them and earn their confidence. 
� en a whole new world will be revealed to us � the beautiful realm of pure love. � ere our 
service to our spiritual master, to his spiritual master his holiness Jayadvaita Maharaj, and to 
Srila Prabhupada will continue eternally because it is only through their mercy that we can at-
tain direct service to Sri Sri Radha-Krsna.

Tulsi dasa
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THE DISCIPLE
When I approached my spiritual master for initiation, he said, �Hmmm, as good as God, are 
you prepared to accept that?� And I thought, �Umm, well, I don�t know�� but I just said yes 
with a weak voice because it is not so simple to accept the spiritual master as good as God. But 
this is Krsna�s standard so what can we say. So somehow, gradually we must bring the guru-
disciple relationship to that point. For me, it was not so easy because I had been initiated be-
fore and that relationship did not work � the spiritual master did not maintain spiritual stan-
dards and then to try to get into the mood of being a disciple again was a little difficult.

At that time, I was the temple president in Vrindavan, one of the big international head-
quarters of Iskcon. People would salute me as I would walk by and offer pranams (respectful 
hand gesture)! Half the town would come and offer respects, what to speak of devotees in the 
temple. And suddenly, I had to sit in a yajna again with the new bhaktas, remove my brahmin 
thread and sit down there and be initiated!

So I had a complete identity crisis to tell you the truth! At that time I felt somewhat awkward 
but my spiritual master understood and was kind and gave me some credit in the midst of that 
sacrifice. He said, �I want to give him two initiations at once.� Well, that was a relief because 
I wasn�t sure if he was going to do that so at least I was going to get my brahmin thread back; 
that was something! And then he said, �In fact, I would like to give him three, I would like to 
give him sannyasa as well but we will have to postpone that due to the particular rules and 
regulations in that regard.� By then it got pretty nice but it was not easy to just sit down in the 
sacrifice!

But afterward, there was the whole thing of bowing down! I had to get used to it, to bow down! 
� e scriptures say to bow down many times whenever one sees the spiritual master. � at was a 
bit of an adjustment. Like that, I had to practice and I still have to practice in this guru-disciple 
relationship � to not take it casually, to not take it cheaply but to get really serious about it as a 
disciple and try to really act in such a way as he likes, as he would like in all situations. By now, 
I have some idea of what he likes and what he does not like.

So the spiritual master is always present in his instructions and following instructions does not 
come automatically, it takes real endeavour, but when that endeavour is made then the rela-
tionship becomes really meaningful.
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Acyuta Kesava Dasa & Anakulya 
Devi Dasi

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate kadamba kanana-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate bhaktived�nta-sv�min iti n�mine

namas te s�rasvate deve gaura-v���-prac�ri�e
nirvi�e�a-��nyav�di-p��c�tya-de�a-t�ri�e

Dearest Gurudeva,
Please accept our humble obeisances.
All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

�r�ja-vidy� r�ja-guhya�,
pavitram idam uttamam

pratyak��vagama� dharmya�,
su-sukha� kartum avyayam

� is knowledge is the king of education, the most secret of all secrets. It is the purest knowl-
edge and because it gives direct perception of the self by realization, it is the perfection of reli-
gion. It is everlasting and joyfully performed.� (Bhagavad-gita 9.2).

It is obvious Gurudeva, that you have fully realized the king of all education which is very 
confidential and the purest of all knowledge. � erefore, you very mercifully pass down this 
knowledge to us in a very personal, caring, and very practical way.
How can somebody be so transcendentally situated but at the same time be able to give such 
practical direction on how the knowledge of devotional service can be applied in our daily 
lives? But it is exactly because of your transcendental position that you can give instructions 
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that take us forward. One of these transcendental instructions was as follows: �Take shelter of 
the holy name and Srila Prabhupada�s books�

You give us sabda-brahman and therefore empower us to do our anuman in such a way that it 
harmonizes our prataksya with the sabda. At the end of your classes, we feel rejuvenated and 
ready to take up our bhajan with more enthusiasm.

�Nitai pada kamala, koti chandra sushitala.� � e soothing effect of Lord Nityananda�s lotus 
feet are felt by all who have contact with you. Spreading mercy to all irrespective of qualifica-
tions. Gurudeva, you are always looking for opportunities to spread the mercy to all people, ir-
respective of their backgrounds and their current material conditions. You are especially kind 
to many souls by taking the harinam to where they are. You are also initiating and leading the 
organization of the various chariot festivals in parts of South Africa and in other parts of the 
world. Parts of the world that are not regularly exposed to the holy name. � us, your mercy 
does not have any boundaries. You are ensuring that the mercy flows from Lord Nityananda 
coming down through the parampara. Your mood is very much like that of Srila Prabhupada. 

You bring the following verse alive:
�p�thiv�te �che yata nagar�di gr�ma
sarvatra prac�ra haibe mora n�ma.

In every town and village throughout the world said Lord Caitanya, the chanting of My name 
will be heard.� (Caitanya-bhagavata,�Antya-kha��a�4.126)

�titik�ava� k�ru�ik��
suh�da� sarva-dehin�m

aj�ta-�atrava� ��nt��
s�dhava� s�dhu-bh��a���

� e symptoms of a s�dhu are that he is tolerant, merciful and friendly to all living entities. He 
has no enemies, he is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his characteristics are sub-
lime.� (Srimad Bhagavatam 3.25.21)

Dearest Gurudeva you possess all the above qualities of a sadhu. Gurudeva, on this auspicious 
occasion of your Vyasa-puja, we would like to thank you for never judging us and always ac-
cepting us as we are. You are the personification of love and inspiration daily. We are forever 
indebted to Gurudeva for our good fortune of having had your mercy at the start of our Krsna 
conscious journey. � e memories of those early days at Iskcon Bloemfontein bring such joy 
and happiness to our hearts. Without you we are nothing, we would have never had the mercy 
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of hearing about the Lord and his pastimes.�We will never be able to repay Gurudeva�s kind-
ness and compassion for such fallen souls. 

Jai Gurudeva

Your servants always, 

Acyuta Kesava Dasa & Anakulya Devi Dasi 
(Iskcon East London, South Africa)

Adi Ganga Devi Dasi
Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,

o� ajæ�na-timir�ndhasya
jæ�n�æjana-�al�kay�

cak�ur unm�lita� yena
tasmai �r�-gurave nama�

I�ve been reflecting on the wonderful nectar that you pass on to each devotee in the question 
and answer sessions at our weekly disciple meetings. You receive each question with such 
warmth and reply with such grace. It is obvious how much you care about us, how much you 
put yourself out for us. 

At our recent meeting in Radhadesh in February, I was relating my usual litany of complaints 
about how hard the teaching profession is. �You have to know the starting point of each child 
and work out what their next step is, for all of the children, for each lesson, 5 lessons a day 
with little support it�s too much vata energy, I get mentally exhausted.�  You listened consid-
erately, then you said, �I feel like that.� � ose 4 words made our hearts go out to you. You are 
responsible not just for 30 children but literally hundreds of disciples. You know each of us, 
our struggles, our goals and where we need to be at our different levels. You know each of our 
stories. You keep this information close to you so that your guidance is always personal, rel-
evant and tailored. You encouraged me in my attempts to serve my husband, who I have just 
married and you encouraged me in my desire to make the Bhagavad-gita a central tenet in my 
preaching. We could see how drained you were by the constant demands on your time but you 
still gave of yourself so generously to us. 

And what have I to offer you on your special day? I have to admit my progress is slow. In one 
of your disciple meetings in late 2020, you gave us a list of practises that we needed to do:
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1. Early rising

2. Chanting Japa 

3. Chanting Gayatri mantra

4. Reading

5. Hearing lectures 

6. Service

7. Maintaining Krsna consciousness at home or in the ashram

8. Caring for Deities

9. Using fruits of work to support KC

10. Formal study

11. Offering prasadam

12. Developing Vaishnava qualities 

13. How far we are in mode of goodness

14. How much we are sense-controlled 

15. Austerity in service 

16. Cleanliness

17. Tolerance

18. Simplicity 

19. Straightforwardness 

20. Cultivation of knowledge 

21. Level of realisation 

22. Material happiness

23. Spiritual happiness

24. Health

25. Mental peace 
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You asked us to give each item a score out of 10, then add up the total score and divide by 25. 
I scored myself at the time and then again recently and I have only made negligible progress. 
Lots of sixes and sevens. I need to make substantial improvement but with your prayers and 
your blessings behind me, I hope to get better in a few of these areas. 

We are so fortunate to have your constant association through the weekly meetings and your 
classes and lectures. It feels like you are always with us, guiding us in your gentle but dynamic 
way. I pray now for the strength to imbibe all your instructions and help push this movement 
on by your mercy.

Your servant, 

Adi Ganga Devi Das

Adikarta Dasa
nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale

�r�mate kadamba kanana-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate bhaktived�nta-sv�min iti n�mine

namas te s�rasvate deve gaura-v���-prac�ri�e
nirvi�e�a-��nyav�di-p��c�tya-de�a-t�ri�e

Lieber Guru Maharaj,

Bitte nehmen Sie meine achtungsvollen Ehrerbietungen an im Staub Ihren Lotusfüßen. Alle 
Ehre sei Ihrer Heiligkeit. Alle Ehre sei Sri Gauranga. Alle Ehre sei Ihrem Guru Maharaj. His 
holiness Srila Guru Dasa Jayadvaita Swami. Alle Ehre sei  Srila Prabhupada.

Dank Ihrer grundlosen Barmherzigkeit, der Barmherzigkeit des echten spirituellen Meisters 
Srila Guru Maharaj Kadamba Kanana Swami, darf ich jetzt wieder mal bei der Gelegenheit 
Ihrer Vyasa-puja eine Opferung an Ihnen schreiben.

Ich möchte Ihnen vor allem bei dieser angeführten Gelegenheit der Opferung erneut bestmög-
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liche Gesundheit wünschen, denn Ihre Gesundheit bleibt für uns alle unter anderem eine der 
wichtigsten Sachen. 

Sie sind und bleiben ein für alle Mal ein Nektar Ozean der grundlosen Barmherzigkeit, die 
zweifellos von Krsna stammt. Ich muss es immer wieder bei jeder Gelegenheit hervorheben, 
denn das ist eine Tatsache, die nie ihr Ende nehmen soll und auch nicht kann.

Ich bin äußerst zufrieden wenn ich ahnen darf, dass alle Ihre offenbarten Tätigkeiten, voller 
Transzendenz gefüllt, obwohl es dabei mehrere Schwierigkeiten für Ihnen mitbringen kann 
und die von Ihnen auch überquert sein müssen, nicht abnehmend sind, aber es zeigt sich zum 
Glück, dass es fast umgekehrt ist. Das heißt, dass Ihre transzendentale Tätigkeiten eher zuneh-
men. Ein kleines Beispiel- es gibt eine ganze Reihe von Ihren Schüler, die an den Umsetzungen 
und manchen dessen weiteren Bearbeitungen Ihrer Vorträge teilnehmen. Die Reihe der Vor-
lesungen scheint fast unendlich zu sein und diese Schnur wird immer länger. Doch das ist wie 
erwähnt eine Sache, die im Grunde genommen zum Glück für allen Teilnehmern und darüber-
hinaus auch allen anderen Lebewessen des Weltalls äußerst glücksverheißend ist. Es kommen 
immer wieder neue und neue Vorträge heraus. Und das ist weit und weit aus nicht alles von 
Ihren transzendentalen Tätigkeiten, es gibt viel mehr von denen. 

Dank Ihrer grundlosen Barmherzigkeit darf auch ich mich unter den Teilnehmern befinden. 
Ich habe die Hoffnung, dass ich auch mit den weiteren Bearbeitungen der Vorlesungen un-
unterbrochen fortfahren darf. Unter anderem ist die Bearbeitung der Umsetzungen Ihren 
Vorträgen nicht nur für mich äußerst wertvoll, den als Teilnehmern an dieser haben wir die 
Gelegenheit viele Erfahrungen zu erwerben, genauso wie diejenigen, die mit einer Sprachbar-
riere nicht betroffen sind.

 Mit Dankbarkeit und Demut möchte ich stets Ihre Lotusfüße, die Lotusfüße meines spirituel-
len Meisters Srila Guru Maharaja Kadamba Kanana Swami, ununterbrochen verehren, und 
auch daher neige ich mich vor Ihnen stets erneut und bringe Ihnen meine achtungsvolle Ehr-
erbietungen dar mit dem herzlichen Glückwunsch allgemein und einem ständigen Wunsch der 
bestmöglichen Gesundheit.

Ihr ewiger Schuldner und unansehnlicher Schuler  

Adikarta Dasa
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Adi-Purusa Dasa
Dearest Srila Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your divine 
grace.
Happy Sri Vyasa-puja dear Guru-Maharaj.

o� ajæ�na-timir�ndhasya
jæ�n�æjana-�al�kay�

cak�ur unm�lita� yena
tasmai �r�-gurave nama�

 �I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch 
of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.� 

 � is gives the definition of the guru. Everyone is in the darkness of ignorance. � erefore, 
everyone needs to be enlightened with transcendental knowledge. One who enlightens his dis-
ciple and saves him from rotting in the darkness of ignorance in this material world is a true 
guru. Maharaja, I am forever indebted to you for accepting me as your disciple so that hope-
fully by your Mercy I can escape from the darkness of ignorance.

I remember: Once, we were travelling to Ratha Yatra in Durban, and we saw a vagrant who 
had come up to our car and was begging for some money. He had a big dollar sign Cap on his 
head. You mentioned to me: �Look how ironic he is.� I didn�t really think much of it at that 
point but later that afternoon you mentioned during a lecture about chasing for Krsna�s love 
and I had thought about the vagrant who we had encountered. He was chasing dollars with his 
dollar cap. As your disciple, I hope that I can chase Krsna with Krsna always in my heart.
 I hope that I can continue following your instructions and serve the Lordships, no matter 
where I may be in the world. Please bless me to always remember Krsna and never forget Him 
� For I am your beggar.

 Your servant,
Adi-Purusa Dasa
(Durban) 
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Adirasa Dasa & Citra Malini Devi 
Dasi

Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept our humble obeisances.�
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.�All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.

Although it�s been only a few months when we first met but we really feel that our relationship 
is very deep. Although we are not qualified enough to glorify you but still, we will try to say 
few words in your glorification. We beg your forgiveness for any mistake.

You have dedicated every moment of your life in the service of Srila Prabhupada and to 
spread the message of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu all over the world. Your vibrant kirtans, 
transcendental lectures, weekly Hari katha, KKS Blog always fill our hearts with bliss and 
keep us moving forward on the path of bhakti. You are an excellent preacher especially when 
it comes to conveying the transcendental message of Mahaprabhu.

Just like a body cannot move an inch without the soul, similarly without your causeless mercy, 
fallen souls like us cannot make any progress on the spiritual path. Your most valuable guid-
ance has given us great courage and enthusiasm to manage our spiritual life.

� ank you for always answering questions�and clearing our doubts. � ank you for always 
there for us. We look forward to serve you more and more. Please�bless us so that we can fol-
low your instructions and become a�worthy servant of yours.

Your health is very important for all of us. We beg at the lotus feet of Sri Gaura-Nitai and Sri 
Sri Radha Krishna to keep you in good health to fulfil the mission Srila Prabhupada for all 
over the world.

Your insignificant servants,

Adirasa Dasa & Citra Malini Devi Dasi



17

 SRI VYASA-PUJA 2022

Aditi Devi Dasi
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
All glories to all the vaishnavas. 
All glories to your divine grace on the most auspicious and blessed day of your Vyasa-puja.

Guru Maharaj, 
Please accept my most humble obeisance onto the dust of your lotus feet. 

� e email read time flies. Yes two years has gone during Covid but the advanced technology 
we were having every Friday with your association via Zoom. � at was the best thing to hap-
pen. We learned so much, when devotees asked questions you have always so much compas-
sion to answer the questions.

Although I was always muted I just wanted to see and hear how your health was and you were 
doing okay after covid. I must say thank you to all the devotees who took good care of you 
Guru Maharaj.

We looking forward for your arrival to South Africa. We are all excited after a very long time. 
� erefore Guru Maharaj I am one of those very fortune soul. I pray to remain under the shel-
ter of your lotus feet eternally.

Maybe Lord Narasimhadeva always protect your Gurudeva.

Your eternal servant
Aditi Devi Dasi

Aditya-varna Devi Dasi
nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale

�r�mate kadamba kanana-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate bhaktived�nta-sv�min iti n�mine
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Lieber Guru Maharaj,

akzeptiere bitte meine achtungsvollen Ehrerbietungen im staub deiner lotusfüsse.
Alle Ehre sei Deiner Heiligkeit.
Alle Ehre sei Sri Gauranga,
Alle Ehre sei Deinem Guru Maharaj, his holiness Srila Guru Dasa Jayadvaita Swami,
Alle Ehre sei Srila Prabhupada.

�Außer meinem spirituellen Meister ist nichts wichtig. Mein spiritueller Meister hat mich 
baarmherzig aus dem blinden Brunnen der materialistischen Sinnenbefriedigung erretet.�
(Srila Bhaktivinoda � akura: Jaiva Dharma)

Es sind gerade mal etwas mehr als zwei Monate seit meiner Einweihung vergangen.Ich bin 
so ein glücklicher Mensch! Nach so vielen Leben und so vielen verschwendeten Jahren dieses 
Lebens bin ich endlich dort angekommen, wo ich wirklich hingehöre. Du hast mir aus purer 
Barmherzigkeit bei deinen Lotosfüßen Zuflucht angeboten und gegeben. In meinem Offering 
im vergangenen Jahr habe ich dich um deine Gnade gebeten, dass sich meine Entschlossenheit 
und Zielbewusstsein im Krishna-Bewusstsein stärken kann. Ich konnte jetzt persönlich er-
fahren, dass die Devotees des Herrn wahre Wunschbäume sind, denn dieser Wunsch von mir 
ist in Erfüllung gegangen. Seit der Einweihung fühle ich mich viel zielstrebiger und entschlos-
sener, und ich weiß jetzt viel genauer, was ich aus meinem Leben machen und was ich auf kei-
nen Fall mehr machen will. Sei bitte so barmherzig und hilf mir, dass ich so weiter machen und 
immer tiefer und tiefer in das Krishna-Bewusstsein eintauchen kann.

Du hast mal gesagt, dass jemand sehr schnell eingeweiht werden könne, aber es sei eine andere 
Sache, ein richtiger Schüler zu werden.Ich hoffe, dass ich eines Tages eine richtige Schülerin 
weden kann.

Lieber Guru Maharaj, ich vermisse deine persönliche Gemeinschaft sehr. Ich wünsche mir und 
hoffe so sehr, dass wir alle dieses Jahr endilch wieder zusammen über Krishna sprechen und 
hören, und extatischen Kirtan machen können.
Vielen Dank, dass ich Teil der KKS-Godfamily sein darf. 

Deine Dienerin
Aditya-varna Devi Dasi
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Antaranga Dasa
Dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you.

�O devotee of the Lord, the purpose of the visual sense is fulfilled simply by seeing you, and to 
touch your body is the fulfilment of this bodily touch. � e tongue is meant for glorifying your 
qualities because in the world it is very difficult to find a pure devotee of the Lord.� (Hari-
bhakti-sudhodaya).

On this auspicious day of your appearance day, we meditate on great fortune and meaning of 
term �mercy�. As it can be only mercy that we came across personality like your good self, sav-
iour of the fallen and friend of the poor. 

It�s very challenging to see Krsna, to perceive the divine when we are contaminated by thou-
sands of desires, yet one thing is clear above all, that you are our eternal master and manifesta-
tion of the Supreme Lord, and as Krsna says: 

�My dear Uddhava, the spiritual master must be accepted not only as My representative but as 
My very self. He must never be considered on the same level with an ordinary human being. 
One should never be envious of the spiritual master, as one may be envious of an ordinary man. 
� e spiritual master should always be seen as the representative of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, and by serving the spiritual master, one is able to serve all the demigods.� (Srimad 
Bhagavatam, 11.17.22).

We humbly beg, that we may be tolerated and engaged in your service life after life dear spiri-
tual master. 

Your servant,

Antaranga Dasa
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Anuttara Devi Dasi
Dearest Gurudeva,

Please accept my dandavat pranams and my sincere humble obeisances. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada.

I just want to write a few words of gratitude. Last year I could see how much you were giving 
yourself to all your disciples. You are really going the extra mile to make sure that all of us are 
nicely taken care of. It�s amazing to me how much time and effort you put in this aspect and 
our Friday Zoom meetings are a great proof of this.

I want to tell you that my greatest wish is to go the extra mile for you, for Srila Prabhupada 
and for Krsna. I am still very covered though and I have many excuses not to take a step fur-
ther, but my faith is strong. I have more faith then when I got initiated somehow, this is amaz-
ing mercy. I�m sure that Krsna is guiding all our paths.

I know that the relationship between guru and disciple is eternal and I am so grateful that I 
could meet you in this lifetime. I prayed for guidance and your disciples have sent me to you, 
you then accepted me. Now it�s my time to accept that you accepted me because I still don�t 
believe it. I still have things to let go, but I know that the best thing for me would be to surren-
der at your lotus feet and follow. 

You are a great gift from the Lord, his representative and his loyal servant of the servant of 
the servant. � anks Gurudeva for your humbleness and for your service. Please let me serve 
you eternally.

Your sincere aspiring servant, 
Anuttara Devi Dasi

Ariana (Bhaktin)
Dear Guru Maharaj, 

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Maharaja,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
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�I was born in ignorance, then my spiritual master saved me and opened my eyes with the 
torchlight of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.� 

Dear Guru Maharaj, I want to tell you that before I met you, I used to admire your kirtanas on 
YouTube, and I was asking myself, �Will I have a chance to meet Maharaj?� In a few months, 
I had the great opportunity to meet you in Ljublijana, by Krsna�s mercy. I was so excited and 
enthusiastic that I could hardly say a few words to you, but you understood me even before I 
spoke. I feel unqualified to express in a few words my gratitude and appreciation for giving 
me shelter. � e second time I met you in Ljublijana I was eagerly waiting to ask if you would 
accept me as a disciple and your reply is always in my mind and soul: �I already accepted you.�

� ank you for amazing kirtans which enable one to sit still. Your enthusiastic apperance and 
your mood of lightness of living brings a peace and feeling of security in life. 
You are so merciful to me. You give me all help, you give me strength.
  
A most blessed and happy appearance 
Day to you, my dear Guru Maharaj.
Your lowlest and very insignificant disciple & servant of the servants of the  many servants, 

Bhaktin Ariana (Romania)

Arundhati Devi Dasi
Hare Krsna Dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Jayadvaita Swami. . 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja I would like to express my deepest gratitude 
and heartfelt appreciation to you. You are ever fresh preaching spirit is touching thousands 
of hearts in the midst of difficult circumstances. Your very energetic kirtans and deep lectures 
are incredibly enlivening and deeply inspiring to me.

� e appearance of Sri Krsna Caitanya and Prabhu Nityananda has surcharged the world with 
happiness. 
�As the sun and moon drive away darkness by their appearance and reveal the nature of 
everything, these two brothers dissipate the darkness of ignorance covering the living beings 
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and enlighten them with knowledge of the Absolute Truth.� (Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi Lila, 
1.88-89)
My dear Guru Maharaj, it is only because of your mercy and sweet compassion that I had 
the good fortune to come in contact with the sankirtan movement and could change my 
whole existence. I am so fortunate that you opened the door to the spiritual world. For me. 
Because of you I get the blessings and protection that I can chant my rounds and follow the 
regulations. It is just by your mercy that I can get a glimpse of understanding of the Vedic 
knowledge. 

Just because of you I can understand this knowledge and can bring it into my life. You 
empower me to be active in the mission and to try to share what I received from you with 
others. You are so kind and understanding and I am very grateful that I can be your disciple. 
I feel very much connected to you and our god family even when it is over the internet. To 
see you travelling and preaching is very inspiring for me and my whole family. My daughter 
Vaishnavi, who is five years now, was inspired and did some handcraft for your Vyasa-puja.

I am very grateful that you give my life a higher purpose and I pray that I can use it in the 
most beautiful way to preach Lord Caitanya·s mission.    

Your very grateful disciple,
Arundhati Devi Dasi

Aryacarita Devi Dasi

Dear Gurudeva,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
I wish you a very happy appearance day.

I am very thankful for meeting you in Ljubljana temple at the World Holy name festival in 
2019. It was a really great opportunity to meet you personally. I used to think I was not ready 
to have a spiritual master but I remember how you mentioned in one of your lectures that we 
do not have to be pure devotees to become disciples, motivating me to become one of them.

I am very thankful for your spiritual guidance, your lectures are my source of inspiration. 
� ank you for connecting me to Srila Prabhupada·s family. 
Your servant,
Aryacarita Devi Dasi
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Atharva

Hare Krsna dear Gurudeva.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all of our previous acaryas, without whom I have no pur-
pose in life.  All glories to you, since without whom I have no hope of ever attaining that abode 
in which Krsna is performing those endlessly blissful pastimes. 

I am eternally grateful that Krsna has
Sent you to guide us all back home;
� e place which we all have left
To chase material pleasures like gold, silver or chrome, 
From which I wish I was bereft  

We miss your association, deeply and dearly. 
Without you, we can�t see clearly
You are the spiritual lightbulb in the �andhera�,
Please, o please come back to Canberra

To follow the instructions of our Founder Acharya, I am trying my level best;
Keeping you in mind when things get tough, resisting the urge to rest
You are so kind to all devotees, thinking of everyone�s welfare,
I need to learn to develop that kind of care.

Instead, I worry about this and that, what to do, what to buy, what is bad and what is fine,
It would be nice to do what Krsna wants of me at that time. 

 So much energy spent in trying to find a molecule of happiness in the duality of life, for that, 
I am causing myself much internal strife
All this effort, withered away in vain, because without pleasing you, I will cause myself much 
pain.

So let me just chant the holy name
For if you are happy, my life will be complete,
One day may there be hope for me to reside as a grain of dust at � eir lotus feet.

Happy Vyasa-puja Gurudeva
Your eternal servant,
Atharva



24

HIS HOLINESS KADAMBA KANANA SWAMI

Avinash Jaykaran
Hare Krsna Maharaj, 
Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

� anks for the opportunity to write to you on your Vyasa-puja. Maharaj. Over the past year 
face to face association with you was virtually impossible due to the pandemic. � is put a spin 
on a lot of activities which was sometimes taken for granted. 

For example Ratha Yatra festivals, Sunday Love feasts, Special Kirtan festivals and so on. 
Suddenly all came to a standstill this was rather a strange change in the norm we once had. 
However this didn�t weaken my enthusiasm to hear your words. Via the blessings of the online 
platforms I was still able to associate with you and still feel your presence via platforms like 
Zoom, Facebook Live and so on. 

And I again wish to thank you for always being so regular in your broadcasts be it YouTube, 
Facebook or Zoom I miss your association Maharaj however I still feel connected with you 
each time I join your online classes, discussions and kirtan. 

Happy Vyasa-puja to you Maharaj and wish you good health and hope to have your associa-
tion again soon. 

Hare Krsna, 
Avinash Jaykaran.

Bahulasva Dasa

Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Jayadvita Swami,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

I wish you are well and I�m thinking on you with warmth in my heart. You are such a hard 
working sanyasi in Srila Prabhupada�s movement. Always doing your duty and beyond that. 
For so many years you have just keep on doing that. Stretching out to anyone and particularly 
your disciples so we can get uplifted to the higher perspective off transcendental knowledge.
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I�m happy to say that most of our spiritual activities are going on as before the pandemic. We 
only were a little restricted for a while with less attendants. But now our new temple room are 
often full with devotees. We have a lot of Indians who work or study nearby and who regu-
larly come for our program. Unfortunately there is not many new practicing from Sweden.

We have a program on � ursdays from Srila Prabhupada memories series. On Saturdays we 
have been going through the sashtras for one year now.  We have done Sri Isopanishad, Nec-
tar of Devotion and are now on the sixth chapter of Bhagavad-gita. � ere are a handful doing 
harinam every Saturday as well, and I also sometimes do it.

As I �m getting older I feel the road is more narrow, I don�t have big plans for my materiel 
life, most. Important for me is my association with the temple activities and the service to the 
devotees there. I�m simply thankful to Krsna that I�ve been healthy so I can chant my rounds. I 
have a human body So I can practice Krsna bhakti, just to be able to do that is amazing. Mate-
riel life is there, I have one grandson and one granddaughter, so I�m there for my daughter and 
my son�s family also.

I was thinking about the free will a little and how it can take the bus so far away from Krsna in 
so many ways, in so many forms of life. But at least as humans we can question what are our 
free will is leading us? Do we get happier, more peaceful, more compassionate, and more toler-
ant? Only if we choose to direct us to Krsna, especially through chanting.

So at least we can be aware of what we have to deal with in our consciousness. I�m convinced 
that  Krsna consciousness is the path for being ultimately fulfilled, no doubt about that. I just 
want to continue this journey all the way.

I�ve would like to travel to India in future and it would have been so nice if I could get visa. I 
was not able a few years back, and I don�t know why. But if that would be possible, I�ve would 
love to go to Vrindavan when you go. I really hope so. So I�m begging for your blessings so that 
I can come. For me it was important to connect to you again, so this offering is mostly coming 
from that desire. I hope to see you soon in reality, and I wish you all the best in your important 
service.

Your servant, 
Bahulasva Dasa
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Balaram Dasa
Hare Krsna,
All glories to you my beloved spiritual master Kadamba Kanana Swami,
All glories to Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Today I would like to thank you for all spiritual guidance. You answer me almost to all of my 
ekadashi emails. Every answer I saved to a special folder and sometimes I return back to these 
letters to find spiritual strength and guidance.
What to say more? In my heart I�m your man.
Hare Krsna.

Balaram Dasa
(Czech Republic)

Bali Mardana Dasa

Dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

I am inspired by your loyalty, commitment and dedication to Iskcon for many years. I know 
you have been facing difficult challenges when you caught Covid two years ago yet you still 
made time for disciples in sangals and through classes on YouTube and still made us laugh 
through your good sense of humour. � is just goes to show how lucky and fortunate I am to 
have a guru such as yourself.

I have had a similar experience with Covid two years ago and although it was very hard to 
overcome, your prayers and blessing as well from godbrothers and godsisters went a long way 
in aiding me to recover.
I also think about our fond memories from time to time especially our time during Ratha 
Yatra and how you put some special time aside just to catch up with me and I felt very hon-
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oured and blessed to have your association. 
Yesterday, we attended a disciples meeting at Krishna Kirtan Prabhu�s house and it was nice 
to catch up with all of the devotees. We had an amazing time at the program along with some 
very delicious Krsna prashadam. 

I am grateful to you for taking me on as your disciple and also looking forward to seeing you 
soon hopefully during Vyasa-puja festival.

Hare Krsna.
Your sincere servant,
Bali Mardana Dasa

Bhaktilata Devi Dasi
Teach me how
Dear Giriraj, dear Ananda Caitanya Nitai,

Please teach me how
To set an example
Of inner peace and joy
For society around me

Please teach me how
To be a useful servant
Someone in the inner circle
Of my spiritual masters mission

Please teach me how
To be a granddaughter 
Of our beloved Srila Prabhupada 
And to never forget his work

Please teach me how
To be a real servant of yours 
To render service without
Asking for shelter and convenience 
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Please teach me how
To give my urge to control
In your loving hands
To let go without holding back

Please teach me how
To understand something 
About you, your form,
Your strength and your love

Please teach me how
To have patience 
For taking baby steps
Only to see what more is lacking

Please teach me how
To hold tight the vows
I gave on initiation day
And never to give up

Because you�re beloved servant Kadamba Kanana Swami told my husband Jayadeva: �It�s 
good, that she is a devotee. �, I�m part of his mercy. � e words a dear devotee of the Lord 
speaks must come true. So please: Teach me how. 

Your servant, 
Bhaktilata Devi Dasi

Bharata Dasa & Mohini Devi Dasi
Please accept our humble obeisance.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Lieve Kadamba Kanana Swami,

We zitten nu samen achter de pc en vanaf hier willen wij U heel graag bedanken, voor de fan-
tastische initiatie in zo�n fijne relaxte sfeer. We voelden ons als communicantjes, heel feestelijk 
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en dankbaar. We zijn heel erg blij met onze inspirerende namen. We hebben beide de verhalen 
opgezocht die bij onze nieuwe namen Bharata das en Mohini devi dasi horen in het Srimad 
Bhagavatam. We zijn U heel dankbaar dat we Uw discipels mogen zijn en we hopen U gauw 
weer te mogen ontmoeten en we wensen U met Uw predikmissie alles wat men maar wensen 
kan zodat velen geinspireerd geraken. Dat Lord Nrsimha U waar U gaat en staat en bent op 
deze aarde beschermen zal en ook Uw dienaren.

Veel liefs en een transcendentale knuffel.
Your servant, 
Bharata Dasa & Mohini Devi Dasi

Bhargava, Shobhamayi & Tharisha
Dearest Guru Maharaj
We have not met anyone as generous, kind hearted and caring as you are. You are an ocean of 
mercy. You give so much of yourself every day, mercifully serving the Lord and the Lord�s�dev-
otees.
�Our only wish is to have our consciousness purified by the words emanating from your lotus 
mouth. Attachment to your lotus feet is the perfection that fulfils all desires.� (Sri GuruVan-
dana Prayers)

� ere are not enough words that can adequately describe your glories. �Your fame is spread all 
over the three worlds. We take shelter at your divine lotus feet.� (Sri Guru Vandana Prayers). 
Dearest Guru Maharaj. You stand tall, like a towering mountain, taking Lord Caitanya�s 
movement to every town and village. You bring a fountain of joy to the devotees. Everywhere 
you step, there is joy, there is laughter, then there is love.

Love for us fallen conditioned souls. � e sounds of the mantra echoes in the wind, there we 
sing with the King. A stillness all around, then suddenly we hear the cymbals, the mrdanga re-
sounding in the background. � en we know we are home. � en we now that pangs of material 
life don�t matter. � en we know that it will be okay. � en we know the lotus feet of the Lord is 
within reach. And ours hearts surge with joy, with renewed hope we step forward into a new 
dawn, in the shelter of our master�s lotus feet. Dearest master, please be merciful unto us. We 
take shelter at your divine lotus feet.

Your fallen servants
Bhargava, Shobhamayi & � arisha
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Bhumi-gita Devi Dasi, Daya Sindhu 
Dasa & Khushi Mandalia

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate kadamba kanana-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate bhaktived�nta-sv�min iti n�mine

namas te s�rasvate deve gaura-v���-prac�ri�e
nirvi�e�a-��nyav�di-p��c�tya-de�a-t�ri�e

Dearest Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to you on this auspicious day,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

� is is my first offering to you Srila Gurudeva and I am a bit nervous. � ere is always storm of 
thoughts and emotions when I think about you and here is my opportunity to pen them down.
First of all I would like to express my gratitude for accepting me as your disciple last year and 
taking the time out just for our initiation in spite of your busy schedule during Radhashtami. 
� ank you so much Gurudeva for giving your blessings to a conditioned soul like me so that I 
can progress spiritually. I am grateful.

When I first spoke with you over facetime I saw you were so personal, kind and loving. You 
were interested to know small details about us and how keen we are on this spiritual path. 
Your energy and enthusiasm is what struck me the most about you. Your guidance then was 
most memorable and valuable. � en, you had also expressed your desire to do parikrama in 
Vrindavan with all your disciples and said we should be there too. I can�t wait to do the pari-
krama with you.
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yasya pras�d�d bhagavat-pras�do
yasy�pras�d�n na gati�  kuto �pi

dhy�yan stuva� s tasya ya�as tri-sandhya� 
vande guro�  �r�-cara� �ravindam

�By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of Krishna. Without the 
grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any advancement. � erefore, I should always 
remember and praise the spiritual master. At least three times a day I should offer my respect-
ful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master,� (Gurvastakam).

� ank you Gurudeva for allowing me to approach you via email, WhatsApp anytime and to 
be able to take your guidance. With your mercy I have started to do Bhakti-sastri. It wouldn�t 
have been possible without your encouragement. It made me realize you had faith in me and 
that thought motivates me every day. Not sure how much worthy I am of this faith though.

I really like how you keep Srila Prabhupada at the centre of everything that you do and expect 
the same from us. It is very inspiring to see you work towards Srila Prabhupada�s mission tire-
lessly thus spreading the holy name. � e times when you lived in minimum comforts while 
travelling during harinam, the sacrifices you make to preach without complaining, I hold them 
very close to my heart so I am able to stay sincere on my spiritual path. I am forever indebted 
to you and Srila Prabhupada for giving me the path of Krsna consciousness..

I aspire to be able to surrender to serve at your Lotus feet completely and to be able to follow 
your instructions whole heartedly. I haven�t had the opportunity to personally serve you and 
have a very deep desire to do so. I can�t wait for you to come to Brisbane.

Your insignificant servant,
Bhumi-gita Devi Dasi, Daya Sindhu Dasa & Khushi Mandalia

Brhat Mrdanga Dasa
Hare Krsna dear Gurudeva,

Dandavat pranams. Jaya Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to you, Srila Gurudeva, who are eternally patient and merciful to such a lowly per-
son as me. You are so expert that you are able to engage useless tools such as myself in Prab-
hupada�s service. 
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Years after being second initiated, and after falling down for a short while, I asked you, �Why 
you initiated me?� Knowing well what I am, and with your grave face turned down in humil-
ity. You softly said �I took a risk.� I thought we were not supposed to gamble.

It shocked me sober thinking that you took a chance with a fellow that could very well just 
burden you with his continued sinful activities, in the hopes that he might take the opportunity 
to go back home to Krsna and enjoy ever increasing eternal bliss with Him and all His associ-
ates. Who is more magnanimous than you? I offer my prostrate obeisances to you, again and 
again, and beg you to simply make me an instrument in your hands. 

I pray that my insignificant endeavours to raise a Krsna conscious family, maintain and ex-
pand a namahatta, establish and grow a Krsna farm and spread the glories of Panca-tattva 
everywhere, may come to some fruition so that the risk that you took on this ignorant fool will 
produce many good returns on your gamble, and thereby magnify and glorify your endless 
transcendental qualities and those of Srila Prabhupada, whom you are simply a pure, surren-
dered servant of. 

Please accept my faulty attempt to glorify you. 

� ank you and all glories to you
Your servant
Brhat Mrdanga Dasa

Caitanya Lila Devi Dasi
Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj, 
Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

As life goes on, showing us different scenarios in this material world. For some of us things 
that we have ever experienced or expected before. I feel more and more grateful for the mercy 
that comes with your presence in our lives. 

As bewildering as it may seem, we know there is nothing new in this material world, when it 
comes to showing how things can change so quickly and how our material or external condi-
tions, can swing from one side to another in just moments.
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I pray for your guidance, inspiration and support in this journey and that somehow or other , 
I always remember and endeavour to go and share it with others, so that we all, can rise from 
material vision of life and can embrace a brighter and more faithful one, through the practice 
of Krsna consciousness. 

� anks for keep praying for us, so that the spark and enthusiasm needed to keep chanting the 
holy name is always with us no matter where and when. I look forward to seeing you hope-
fully in some point this year in Melbourne. 

Your aspiring servant 
Caitanya Lila Devi Dasi 

Candrabhanu Dasa & Indumati Devi 
Dasi

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate kadamba kanana-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate bhaktived�nta-sv�min iti n�mine

namas te s�rasvate deve gaura-v���-prac�ri�e
nirvi�e�a-��nyav�di-p��c�tya-de�a-t�ri�e

Dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept our humble obeisances. 
All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all vaishnavas.

�According to the deliberate opinion of all revealed scriptures, the spiritual master is nondif-
ferent from K���a. Lord K���a in the form of the spiritual master delivers His devotees.� (Cc 
1.1.45).
We are always watching you and taking inspiration as you travel, take care of devotees and 
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bring new people to chanting Holy name. We are very committed because you take care of 
even so fallen devotees as we are.

In this important day we wish you good health and power for preaching.

Your servants,
Candrabhanu Dasa & Indumati Devi Dasi

Dahani Devi Dasi
nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale

�r�mate kadamba kanana-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv�min iti n�mine nama

o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate bhaktived�nta-sv�min iti n�mine

Dearest Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to you, 
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.  

Having your presence, support and blessings in our lives
is the gift beyond our comprehension.
You are a living example of what can be achieved
on the path of bhakti.

For us, you are the bright sun and cooling moon,
that life-giving rain and soft mild wind.
� e well of fresh water, for us thirsty,
and the safest shelter, for us lost ones.

I thank you with my whole heart
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for keeping us near you.
� ank you for guiding us on the path 
of becoming servants of servants of Krishna.

May that blinding effulgence 
from the jewel of your heart
always find its way towards us.

Your humble servant,
Dahani Devi Dasi

Dainya-Bodhika Devi Dasi
My dearest Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

On this auspicious day of yours, I wish you a Happy Vyasa-puja Guru Maharaj. 

You are that precious jewel that just by associating with you, we become enlightened. I was 
like a stray dog without a master, but by Krsna�s causeless mercy, he sent you into my life and 
changed my life. Once in your lecture in Vrindavan during Kartik, you had mentioned that 
you will take us back home, back to godhead. � is had touched my heart. 

Srila Prabhupada used to say that book distribution gives him life. I pray to Lord Krsna that 
till my last breath I utilise my energy in distributing books and helping you spread this move-
ment as Srila Prabhupada wanted. And I beg for your guidance for this service and keep 
inspiring me so that I always follow in the footsteps of our acaryas, and I become a sincere 
devotee. 

Words are not enough to express how much I love you and hoping to meet you soon in Mauri-
tius or else in Vrindavan during Kartik.  

Your eternal servant,
Dainya-Bodhika Devi Dasi
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Dayalu Dasa
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Hare Krsna.
Please accept my trying to be humble obeisances.
Srila Prabhupada ki jaya.
Your divine service ki jaya.

It is really amazing how kind and merciful you are. I would like to describe a story how you 
gave me your shelter:

It was year 2015, when with my friends Sa�o and Jagannath Suta, we went for a Fru�ka 
Gauranga summer camp. We were new back then. Like freshly new. So I saw, that everyone 
there is touching feet of spiritual masters come to camp.  So I said, �Alright, the next one who 
comes, I�m a going do it also.� So, the next guru who showed up, was Sacinandana Swami. And 
I did it. He just look at me and kind of nodded, as it was alright. � en I was astonished with 
his deep-cleaning heart-felt kirtans and amazing explanations at lectures. Because of that I 
thought, he is my guru. So I was trying to serve him and his family, for the next 4 years, where 
I actually made some nice friendships. But I was too passionate to kind of fit in, and Maharaj 
saw everything. He saw that I was trying to be his disciple, but he was cautious. 
So he said, that he prayed to Krsna, to Srila Prabhupada, to 6 Goswamis for approval and 
blessings. But this didn�t happen. He wrote me a letter, to say that he is not my guru and that 
my spiritual master is already somewhere, and that I�m doing great. And I shall just continue 
with my service and everything will fall on its place.

And so it did.
After all this hard labour to establish a guru-disciple relationship I was depressed and mental-
ity - emotionally broke down. My faith has taken another shape. My faith in Prabhupada be-
came stronger, as I was, a man without a shelter. So I came back. I came back to Prabhupada 
and saw, that no matter what, Prabhupada will always be there for us.

After six months of depressed condition, I decided to ask your holiness, Kadamba Kanana 
Swami Maharaj, if you will take me under you wing and with such ease, kindness and mercy 
you said:
�Bhakta Denis, you are much welcome�.
I was shocked and pleased at the same time. My heart till this day, is still melting. I�m really 
astonished and pleased, that I can be comfortable around you and talk things out with you. 
� ank you for being available for us and kind to us. I�m also looking forward for the stick of 
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correction. � is will show, that you care for us even more.

After one year I also received an initiation from you, where you gave me a name Day�lu Dasa, 
which means �a servant of compassion�. One of the best days of my life.

So at this occasion, where we glorify our spiritual master and masters I would like to offer you 
my deepest obesiances and I would like to take (step by step) full shelter at your lotus feet.
I�m not a superman or a super disciple - Suddha Sattva Dasa, but I beg you, please just don�t 
stop giving me your mercy. Your mercy is the thing that keeps me going in relationship with 
Krsna and the holy name. Please, just be giving me your mercy. I�m doing my best and I�m 
conscious of my mistakes and I�m going in a direction of being better.

As much as I can collect, I�m offering you my deepest obesiances, gratefulness and I�m looking 
forward to be with you, to please you and to serve you as much as possible. Being truly grate-
ful that we have you as our guide, friend, benefactor and spiritual leader.

Yours in service to Srila Prabhupada, doing my best and trying to be humble.
Dayalu Dasa
Hare Krsna

Devarsi Dasa
Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami and Srila Prabhupada.

On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to show you my gratitude and appreci-
ation for all the guidance, knowledge and enthusiasm you have provided in my life. Especially 
the opportunity in being your disciple.

I have recently taken up a new service as the head of kirtan in Leicester and so far things have 
been going really well. However none of these things would have been possible without your 
direction I received from your classes and KKS blog. 

In this way, I will know that you will always reside in my heart and for that I am very grateful 
for your love and kindness. I am praying to you for all the strength and mercy to take on your 
instructions in further developing Srila Prabhupada�s movement.
Your sincere servant,
Devarsi Dasa
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Deva Vani Dasi & Kusum Sarovara 
Dasa

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate kadamba kanana-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv�min iti n�mine

nama o� vi��u-p�d�ya k���a-pre��h�ya bh�-tale
�r�mate bhaktived�nta-sv�min iti n�mine

namas te sÆrasvate deve gaura-vÆní-pracÆrine
nirvi�esa-�œnyavÆdi-pÆ�cÆtya-de�a-tÆrine

Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept our humble obeisances onto your lotus feet.
All glories to you, 
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to the divine grace Srila Prabhupada. 

On the occasion of your Vyasa-puja we seize the opportunity to glorify you with some beauti-
ful words. 

We are very thankful that by the mercy of Lord Krsna we are blessed to have you as our spiri-
tual master. Words are not enough to thank you for all support, guidance and caring. Guru 
Maharaj since you accepted us as your disciple in 2018 and now we are your initiated disciple. 
� anks from core of our heart to join us to the parampara. New birth and new spiritual expe-
riences by your mercy flowing unconditionally onto us.

We wish you a very Happy Vyasa-puja and pray to Srimati Radharani to keep you in good 
health always. We hope to have your association in Mauritius very soon.

Your fallen souls 
Deva Vani Dasi & Kusum Sarovara Dasa
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Dhanudhar Dasa
Dearest Srila Gurudeva

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to you Gurudeva,
All glories To Jayadvaita Maharaj,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

I often observe my senior godfamily, and extended godfamily. I observe their competence and 
skills in executing various services, which makes them a valuable disciple. I use their example 
as my bar of hope. Hopefully one day, I may be as useful as them, and will be able to please 
you. 

I have taken-up some services that I am unworthy of. My skillset is far away from the require-
ments, yet somehow I am there. 

I don�t know what I am doing in life, I just pray that I may be able to give a helping hand 
wherever possible. 

Please give me your mercy so that I may be able to serve you better. 

You are my saviour. 
Your worst servant, 
Dhanudhar Dasa

Dhira Krsna Dasa
My dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my most humble obeisance at your lotus feet. 
All glories to your divine grace.  All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Guru Maharaj the year of 2021 was pivotal in my life because you gave me the brahmana initi-
ation on October the 31st. I am grateful for your instructions at the occasion to study shastras 
and to try to exemplify that will take my sadhana for the rest of my life.



40

HIS HOLINESS KADAMBA KANANA SWAMI

Additionally, you expressed happiness that I have ventured into the Compassionate Care 
Companion education that enables me to provide spiritual care through compassionate lis-
tening and emotional support. Without your continuous mercy and without the blessings and 
support from all Vaishnava, I will not succeed in this endeavour.

On this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I wish good health and many more Krsna 
conscious years.  

Happy Vyasa-puja Maharaj.
Your aspiring servant, 
Dhira Krsna Dasa
(Washington, DC)

Djowe
Dear Guru Maharaj, 

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

First off all I wish you a Happy Krsna day. And many healthy years to serve the mission of 
Lord Caitanya. � e last two years we had amazing association. � at association and some 
vani, uplifted my spiritual life enormously. 

From the many japa evening walks we had in Radhadesh in 2020 and the special moment were 
Bharata Dasa (my dad) came in the possibility to ask you for the mercy to become your aspi-
rant disciple to my own moment to ask you for shelter.

And this year the initiation as a result to get on the spiritual highway. So much mercy.
So amazing and uplifting moments were I got great realisations to become more advanced in 
the process of bhakti.

Unlimited thanks 
Djowe 
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Doyal Govinda Dasa
Dear Maharaj, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Maharaj, 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

It is my great honour to write to you some lines of appreciation in regards to your Vyasa-puja 
celebration and also to offer myself more to you and your desires. 

As you mentioned once the annual observance of Vyasa-puja marks the beginning of worship 
of the guru throughout the year, but I have to admit that this year is a continuation of the pre-
vious offering I have made to you. 

On the one hand, I need to clean my heart further as it is still full of resentment to follow the 
orders of guru, sadhu and shastra. Although there was plenty of time during 2021. But I wasted 
it by not committing to more reading, chanting and serving. � is can be accomplished by tak-
ing more shelter at your lotus feet as you are a brilliant example of a vaishnava saint who is 
always eager to serve every living entity. 

Although, there might be some tiredness in your body, you are always looking forward to giv-
ing programs, meeting with your disciples or going deep in bhajans. � is eagerness I adore and 
it is a great inspiration for me to follow. Furthermore, you adhere strictly to the sanyasa ash-
rama and the desires of Srila Prabhupada, thus making you a perfect spiritual master in our 
disciplic succession. 

As Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.15 confirms: 

�O S�ta, those great sages who have completely taken shelter of the lotus feet of the Lord can 
at once sanctify those who come in touch with them, whereas the waters of the Ganges can 
sanctify only after prolonged use.� 
I am very proud and grateful to have you as the carrier of the shining lamp of knowledge that 
destroys my darkness born of ignorance. 

� e second continuation from last year‘s Vyasa-puja offering is my desire to become a sur-
rendered servant in your hands. I made the comparison to an oven where the heat needs to 
be adjusted, as when it is too hot, the content gets quickly burned. And if it is too cold, it takes 
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hours to get things done. I am also to cold and I would like to increase my heat, or stepping 
out of my comfort zone in my case, and present myself more to the devotees. I have made steps 
in that direction but feel that my reluctance is still too big. As Srila Prabhupada mentioned 
in regards to his spiritual master, �He made me into a diamond,� It is by your causeless mercy 
that you can make me into whatever you desire. I am offering myself to become an instrument 
in your hands and if you like to use me and empower me I feel very grateful, whereas I have to 
always remain cautious of not taking any credit for me or acting out of false ego. 

By your purity and mercy you have empowered all my godsisters and godbrothers and made 
them into shining servants of our guru parampara and Lord Caitanya‘s mission. � ere are so 
many outstanding devotees in your shelter who accomplish extraordinary tasks. I think they 
would agree with me if I quote Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.22 for what you represent for all of us: 

�We think that we have met your goodness by the will of providence, just so that we may ac-
cept you as captain of the ship for those who desire to cross the difficult ocean of Kali, which 
deteriorates all the good qualities of a human being.�     

� ank you, Maharaj for being our captain in guiding us through the ocean of material exis-
tence. 

Please let me know how I can give you more and more support. 
Your servant, 
Doyal Govinda Dasa  

Elisha Patel
Hare Krsna Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Happy Vyasa-puja day Maharaj,

Not much has changed over the last year. I was thinking about what to write for this year�s of-
fering, which I struggled to do.  I want to say thank you very much for the Friday online Zoom 
meetings. I enjoy having your association through them. Your sense of humour makes them 
funny at times and it makes me feel happy.
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I hope you stay in good health and look forward to seeing you soon when you come to the 
United Kingdom one day in the future.

Your servant,
Elisha   

Giriraj Goverdhan Mehta
Dear Papa Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Happy Vyasa-puja. � ank you for always bestowing your mercy on me. 

� ank you for spending your time teaching me about the world. I love geography now and I 
want to travel the world just like you. My favourite place to go is Italy because I have a passion 
about the Roman Empire and pizza. 

� ank you for making really nice memories with me, especially the kirtan at home when I was 
young and was copying your dance movements. We all laughed so much. 

� ank you for teaching me how to do Deity worship and gifting me Narasimha deity from 
Simhachalam. You are always so encouraging to me. 

� ank you for being inspiring in kirtan. I love your kirtans when they move really fast. I�m 
learning to play Mrdanga and I hope I can play for you soon. 

I can�t wait for you to come back to the UK so we can serve you. I love you so much. 

Your servant, 
Giriraj Goverdhan Mehta (7)
(Krsna Kirtan�s son)
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Girivaradhari Dasa, Prema Mayi, 
Manhar and Nimai
nama om visnu-pÆdÆya krsna presthÆya bhœ-tale

srímate kadamba kÆnana svÆmin iti nÆmine

nama om visnu-pÆdÆya krsna-presthÆya bhœ-tale
guru dasa jayadvaita svÆmin iti nÆmine

nama om visnu-pÆdÆya krsna-presthÆya bhœ-tale
srímate bhaktivedÆnta-svÆmin iti nÆmine

Dearest Guru Maharaj, 

Please accept our humble obeisances. 
All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

We are very grateful that we continuously get your association through the weekly zoom 
meetings. � is is a true blessing during the pandemic period.  We thank you for constantly en-
gaging and inspiring us in our spiritual growth. By listening to your wonderful ecstatic kirtans 
and lectures, it gives us strength to fight with material life and worldly affairs. Krishna con-
sciousness is the only bank balance we carry with us at the end of this life.

It has been over 2 years since we moved from South Africa to Canada. We have a small group 
of devotees here in Winnipeg. But we meet virtually online on daily basis by having Japa ses-
sions in the morning and then in the evening we have Gaura Aarti, followed by Nrsinga-Dev 
prayers. Also, we are currently involved with reading the �Teachings of Lord Caitanya� book 
at night. We just finished reading Srila Prabhupada � your ever well-wisher and Krsna book.  
And we pray that we will continue reading and relishing more of these books, the sweet nectar 
given to us by Srila Prabhupada. Also, we have online kirtan sessions once every month with 
Calgary temple devotees. It starts in the morning till the evening followed by a lecture. So, we 
are glad that we are engaged in remembering Srimati Radha Rani and Krishna. And all of this 
has been possible through your mercy and blessings.
We pray that we always stay in your shelter. We would like to thank you once again for being 
a very strong pillar of spiritual strength in our lives. 
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All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to Jayadvaita Swami. All glories to Srila Kadamba 
Kanana Swami

Your humble servants 
Girivaradhari Dasa, Prema Mayi, Manhar & Nimai 

Gita Gamya Devi Dasi
Dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Last year, I really found wording my Vyasa-puja offering a challenge. Now, I�m realising that 
my attachment to thinking of myself as struggling is not true, but in fact something like a 
cloud over the reality that I am okay.

� ere is a beautiful verse in Isopanisad where this great devotee asks the Lord to let him be 
released from his body, and that the Lord may remember all that he has done for Him. It is a 
powerful image of surrender after the burden of entanglement in material life. 
Recently being reminded of Lord Nityananda�s incredible mercy was a wonderful gift. Since 
leaving SSNMC, I had somehow not thought of Him as much. You had said, in a recent class, 
that �I did not come to this movement because of piety, I am here because of the mercy of Srila 
Prabhupada.� � at had really touched me. 

Driving to Pretoria last night, we witnessed a terrible car accident and got out to assist where 
no one but one lady was present to help. A man had rolled in his car and lay choking on the 
blood from his smashed face in the middle of the highway. We had been going for an evening 
ekadasi kirtan - but found ourselves standing alongside doctors and paramedics, loudly chant-
ing the Holy Name without any interference. Somehow, this is the Lord�s causeless mercy. 
Who was he? � at in such a state, Krsna had allowed us to be there to remind him of Krsna at 
such a moment? Who am I that despite a fair amount of sinful activities, Lord Jagannath had 
even allowed a devotee to find me? And what was the cause for my great fortune in finding the 
most soulful, caring, genuine, ecstatic and sincere Mahatma Guru Maharaj? I could ever have 
had the great fortune to serve in this sorry lifetime?

And now, I have a chance to do something eternally meaningful with my life and try share 
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that opportunity with other fortunate, fallen souls. A chance to clear the clouds of hopeless 
hankering and apparent struggle that waste my energy and human birth to useless desires. A 
chance to heal into my true spiritual identity, under these layers of false ego, and one day serve 
sincerely without a moment�s distraction from His loving presence.

So now, Guru Maharaj, I am really praying. I�m cleaning my heart and mind and I want to 
put my Krsna, as the holy name, first, and reach His sweetness, yet it seems so far out of reach. 
I realise more and more that my mental conditioning runs really deep, and that is where the 
surgery needs to happen. � e distractions and attachments that come in waves are so great 
and deceiving that it�s not always easy. Srila Prabhupada said that bhakti is not always easy, 
and many fall away from the path. I have realised that if Krsna wants us, He could sometimes 
idly watch as maya rolls in hot and tosses us about so that we turn to great desire for Him. 

So I have had a drastic revolution in trying to understand what really spirituality is, what sur-
render is and what shelter is. Why does Sanatana Goswami say, �Don�t take shelter of any-
one?� How much faith can I have in Krsna? And I am hankering now to align my desires with 
Krsna�s will for me, sincerely. I want to confidently want and do what He wants. I want to 
love the devotees and see all living entities with an equal eye. Just as I repeat Lord Caitanya�s 
prayer daily, �When will my eyes be decorated with tears of love flowing constantly when I 
chant Your Holy Names?� (Sisastakam). When will I know that my service to Krsna is pro-
tected, and can go on to become pure and blissful? When will my gratitude actually match my 
inconceivable fortune to know and serve Krsna? 

And when you don�t come around Guru Maharaj, will I be certain that I am fulfilling your 
sincerest desires for Prabhupada�s Iskcon? Now, it is really important to actually become a 
devotee; to become Radha conscious, and to develop that purity to be able to welcome in more 
innocent souls for the coming of the Golden Age. So I am praying for that purity, for that 
potential to connect others and plug them permanently into the great reserves of Lord Cait-
anya�s mercy and eternal spiritual liberation. 

� is sick conditioning of mine may not go overnight. � ese selfish habits; evidentially useless 
material desires and hankerings that occasionally rear their stubborn heads expecting �serious� 
attention; these self-defeating mental attachments. So I just need more Krsna, I need to heal 
the wounds that broke my confidence and enthusiasm, so that I can engage in serving Krsna 
with faith and greater force than that which usually goes into conditioned escape route habits. 
I need that tolerance and right determination that makes the effort an actual service to Krsna, 
which can blossom into Vrindavan itself. I want to be there.
I want to keep you ever-more my heart and thoughts and sustain that miraculous feeling that 
comes when I am momentarily aligned with you, that feeling. I�m ever-committing the worst 
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