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CLEAR UNDERSTANDING
IN SUBMISSION, SERVICE
AND INQUIRIES

BG 4.34
Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively
and render service unto him. e self-realized soul can impart knowledge unto you because he
has seen the truth.

PURPORT

e path of spiritual realization is undoubtedly difficult. e Lord therefore advises us to ap-
proach a bona fide spiritual master in the line of disciplic succession from the Lord Himself.
No one can be a bona fide spiritual master without following this principle of disciplic suc-
cession. e Lord is the original spiritual master, and a person in the disciplic succession can
convey the message of the Lord as it is to his disciple. No one can be spiritually realized by
manufacturing his own process, as is the fashion of the foolish pretenders.

e Bh gavatam says: dharma his k d-bhagavat-pra tam the path of religion is di-
rectly enunciated by the Lord.  erefore, mental speculation or dry arguments cannot help
one progress in spiritual life. One has to approach a bona fide spiritual master to receive the
knowledge. Such a spiritual master should be accepted in full surrender, and one should serve
the spiritual master like a menial servant, without false prestige. Satisfaction of the self-real-
ized spiritual master is the secret of advancement in spiritual life. Inquiries and submission
constitute the proper combination for spiritual understanding.

Unless there is submission and service, inquiries from the learned spiritual master will not be
effective. One must be able to pass the test of the spiritual master, and when he sees the genu-
ine desire of the disciple, he automatically blesses the disciple with genuine spiritual under-
standing. In this verse, both blind following and absurd inquiries are condemned. One should
not only hear submissively from the spiritual master; but one must also get a clear under-
standing from him, in submission and service and inquiries. A bona fide spiritual master is by
nature very kind toward the disciple.  erefore when the student is submissive and is always
ready to render service, the reciprocation of knowledge and inquiries becomes perfect.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF SRI
VYASA-PUJA

BY RUKMINI DASI

It is not what you but who you know. Sri Viyasa puja is a celebration of connection.

e original guru is Vyasadeva because he is the speaker of the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad
Bhagavatam, wherein everything spoken relates to Krishna.  erefore guru-puja is known as
Sri Vyasa puja. In the final analysis, the original guru is Krishna, His disciple is Narada, whose
disciple is Vyasa, and in this way we gradually come in touch with the guru-parampara. [SB
8.24.48, purport]

e spiritual master is one who places us in divine touch. Places not placed as inonly at
the time of initiation nor will place as if only at a magical, back-to-godhead moment.  is
connection is a live wire. One hand of the guru reaches upward to his spiritual master and all
the sages in turn, to Gauranga Mahaprabhu and His associates, and to Radha Shyamasundar.
Each mega-personality being transparent, yet adding to, the sheer force of grace. A tide of
mercy plummets onto that open palm. e other hand of the guru reaches downward to
sometimes clenched fists, resistant minds, or cold hearts. He offers divine touch.

Adau gurupadasraya. Seeking the shelter of our spiritual master is the unfurling fingers of a
disciple reaching upward to the outstretched hand of guru. By doing so at every moment, we
remain in dynamic contact. Because If I hold on tightly to the lotus feet of my spiritual master
and you to yours then in the end, we will all go back to Godhead. (Letter to disciple, May
2005)

And oh! Is that not the test?

Taking shelter at the lotus feet of an acarya in this way is the real meaning of the term Vyasa
puja. (Caitanya Bhagavata Madhya Kanda 5)

In honouring the Vyasa puja of our spiritual master, we assess our connection. Where the
insulation from material affection has worn thin, we work on repair. We refurbish frayed wires
with matured realization. And we reset for another year.

But it is not just another year, is it? And will Vyasa puja ever be the same?
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I, with you, stand at the precipice of eternality. We have heard that the guru-disciple
relationship is eternal, we may have said so ourselves but now we not only have to believe it,
we have to live it. Now it is our responsibility to keep the wire live. How fortunate are we that
every possible advice on how to do this was given from the lotus lips of our spiritual master
over the last six months where we grappled with the truth of imminent separation? In essence,
the guru never dies. He is alive if you keep him alive through devotional service.

If you ever miss me and want to feel connected to me, chant your japa and | will always be
connected to you through your beads. Conversation with disciple, Mayapur 2010
No, Vyasa puja will not be the same. But the meaning of Vyasa puja, its essence and its ability
to link and transform us will be. If we choose for it to be. Because with every ceremony of
worship, we dont get purified only by the offering of petals and the bathing of lotus feet. We
are purified by the words of our God-brothers and God-sisters. A verbal offering has the
heart of the disciple as the plate.  eir years of service are the offering bowls, each filled with
a flavour of our spiritual master that is unique to the individual. Our spiritual master lives in
his disciples, and we can meet him, in ways that we never experienced him, in their words. O
Vaisnavas, the bell is in your hands, my spiritual master now lies within you, please share him
with me.

Why should we be eager to hear of the different dimensions of our spiritual master? Should

I not be simply satisfied with remembering the version of him framed in my mind and heart,
uncontradicted by anyone? No! It is our duty as disciples, our privilege, and our life mission to
perceive the glory of our spiritual master, to want to know each petal of that Kadamba in its
full bloom. 1dontinvestin buildings. Maharaja once said, | investin people. As disciples,
this is our inheritance.

To know ones spiritual master, to understand the depth of his service, the impact he had on
others lives, his sacrifice in honour of previous acaryas and his contribution to the Gaudiya
Vaishnava sampradaya is not a luxury for a few close servants but the desperate need of every
disciple. To know him, and to keep discovering him, is to remain enthused in service to him.
To know him is to love him.

His Divine Grace, Srila Kadamba Kanana Swami found home in Vrindavana, where he served
in countless capacities from managing the restaurant on his second day to serving as temple
president for five years. He possibly knew every black and white marble tile. Fortified by
many of Srila Prabhupadas men, Prabhupadas desires became his single-pointed focus. Every
samadhi mangal arati and every chime of the temple bell solidified him as a Prabhupada man.
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He took a bullet for it. Vrindavana is where he joined and where he will most likely leave this
world. And he brought us all to Vrindavan in his final days to cement the mercy of the dhama
within us.

Mayapur was no less. He served in the final construction of Srila Prabhupadas pushpa
samadhi. He didn t want to, but he humbly submitted and it was all consuming. Although

the samadhi was the giant offering, there were many little details. He pointed at a dome on a
Mayapur building on a random walk and said, | designed that. Ugly, isntit? Early mornings
with the holy name and 12 semesters of deeply studying and teaching the Nectar of Devotion
made Mayapur a place of nourishment for him. Later he drew the blueprint for a Mayapur city
complementing the new temple always a visionary.

He said in Vrindavan it felt like Radha and Krishna were just around the corner, but still out
of reach and over time, he gravitated away from Radha Shyamasundar towards Gaura Nitali
during the mangala arati. When the one-book version of Caitanya Caritamrta was published
in 1984, he purchased it in advance, devoured it and travelled with the 2kg book for years. e
Caitanya Caritamrta was his lifetime study. Exploring the Caitanya biographies, the history
of Bengal in the 16th century, and visiting Bangladesh with all its Gaudiya pilgrimage sites
resulted in a multi-volumed thesis. s is his magnum opus for which he left directions for
completion. He left his dream of having a world-class university dedicated to the Life of Lord
Caitanya with His Holiness Jayapataka Swami. We have to establish Gauranga!

His meditation on Lord Caitanya is not a scholastic pursuit. Krsna sent him Srila Jayadvaita
Swami, a guru bold enough to give him sannyasa and allow him guru-ship at a time in
ISKCON when both acts, especially the latter, would cause a complete outcry. In our
sampradaya it is practically unheard of that a guru initiates his own disciples within the
lifetime of his guru. Srila Jayadvaita Maharaja, in utter humility once said, | didntwant

to stand in the way. Why should my being present obstruct him of what was his destiny
(Paraphrased). Kadamba Kanana Swami bowed down to that order. Under the pressure of, so
when will you fall down? He remains loyal, pure, and acting with integrity..

But above all things, he is a man of action. e mercy of Lord Caitanya leaped off the pages

of the Caitanya Caritamrta and translated into him zipping across the globe for 37 years, the
Flying Dutchman. e Spanish Farm, the Bhaktivedanta College in Radhadesh(Belgium),
Nrsimhadev s home in Simhachalm (Germany), Govinda Valley (Australia), Soweto Ratha
Yatra (South Africa), School of Bhakti in London(UK), and Brookland Temple (New York) to
name a few. He invested in people and he expected that those people would inspire the world.
1100 disciples. Its definitely not the most of any guru nor the least. If there is one principle
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that makes him unique, | would humbly suggest that its how personal he is. He looks into a
persons life and finds a way to carve a place within ISKCON society where that person can
exist and serve no matter how different or challenged their background. He never placed a
second-in-charge, and answers all correspondence personally. Even when in considerable pain,
he wanted to update us himself. As a guru, he makes his mission to transmit transcendental
knowledge and give us a vision of how to practice it. He also makes it his personal mission to
conquer our hearts. Guru tattva is about stealing peoples hearts and dragging them back to
Krsna.

And often it is in a full-throttle, Kadamba Kanana Swami kirtan that life changes. Sila
Narrotam Das  akura was known for his unique kirtan style and it was in his kirtan at

the first Gaura Purnima festival in Keturi that the Pancha Tattva appeared. Styles of kirtan

are possible. For Kadamba Kanana Swami, kirtan is his joy. His taste. Maybe his reason for
existence. A day without singing is a sad day. Yet kirtan is not just his internal connection
with the Lord. Maharaja often said, | dont play the instruments, | play the people. He chants
to make others chant. He manages the instrument players with his eyes or his expression or a
whopping slap on the shoulder. He drives the kirtan from peak to peak, pushing people beyond
their limitations, all in service to the holy name. Dancing for Lord Jagannatha down the streets
of the world, Ratha Yatra was his passion.  ose kirtans do not speak of just high energy, but

a determined mind and ceaseless compassion. Now he is unable to lead them. Yet, as | write
this, his kirtan resounds in recorded form across the streets of Vrindavana. It does so every
morning. e kirtan of Kadamba Kanana Swami will echo into the future.

us He spread kirtana even among the untouchables. He wove a wreath of the holy name and
prema, with which He garlanded the entire material world. (CC Adi 4.40) In Lord Caitanyas
garland of the holy name there is certainly a Kadamba flower.

is Kadamba flower is now at full bloom. I have not described the full lustre of each delicate
spoke. I dont know them all, there is much that I m still to discover. And we have still to hear
of his final mission, his final lesson and the nobility, integrity, determination, and love with
which he faces it; A revelation of his depth of character that | cant comprehend and have no
adhikara to enter into. We have still to discover...

May this Vyasa puja, and every one that follows, deepen the discovery of a servant of Srila
Prabhupada that the earth is blessed to bare. May that discovery propel us to be worthy
followers.



‘\f SRI VYASA-PUJA 2023




HIS HOLINESS KADAMBA KANANA SWAMI %f‘?

OUR ETERNAL CONNECTION

In one letter Srila Prabhupada writes about his spiritual master Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saras-
vati  akura, "My spiritual master has now entered into his nitya-lila, into his eternal pastimes
asa manjari." enthere’sa second letter, where Srila Prabhupada writes: "Even now that my
spiritual master has entered into his eternal pastimes, he is still seeing everything that I do."

It was striking to read how Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati  akura was still active in his dis-
ciple’s life after his physical departure. is is very beautiful because it is not just that the spiri-
tual master remains with us in vani, in the form of his instructions; there is more than that.

ere is still an element of vapuh. We understand from these letters that the spiritual master
can again just look at his disciples!

When Srila Prabhupada left, his disciples fell into a vacuum.  en they realised that now they
had to do it. Now the only connection left with Srila Prabhupada was to fulfil his expectations
and to live by his vani, his instructions. e instruction of the spiritual master is like a jewel,
siromani, that we are carrying on our head. ~ atinstruction is our treasure, and we take it

happily.

You see, my dear disciples, when the spiritual master is present, we can always reach out to get
some mercy. We can

always try to connect, try to meet him or send a message and of course, we will get something.
But the real connection after the departure of the spiritual master is that now the disciple has
to really become what the spiritual master wants the disciple to be - that's when the relation-
ship will be totally alive and magical.  at's where we will experience his presence very much.

Some of you haven't been my disciples for very long and maybe you feel that the relationship
has not reached its full depth. But that relationship can reach its full depth even after the de-
parture of the spiritual master. If we carefully listen to his instructions, if we try to fulfil his
desire, then the relationship will grow. In my case, the doctors have given me a limited time
to live and some of you may not have developed a deep relationship with me yet. Is it too late
now? Not really! I hope that the relationship is deep enough to keep you fixed in Krsna con-
sciousness and it can still grow deeper and deeper as time goes on. You have a whole life in
devotional service to make it deeper.
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Vasudeva Dasa

e life of Srila Kadamba Kanana Maharaj drinking and distributing the mer-
cy of Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

ispra ma-mantra was composed by Nity nanda D sa (BVS)and V sudeva D sa on
April 24,2014 in r Vrind van Dh ma. For the pleasure of Guru Mah r ja and all his dear
disciples, we again submit this pra ma-mantra, along with an updated translation and com-
mentary, for the present Vy sa-p j book.

namoo vi u-p dya

k a-pre hyabh -t le

r mat-kadamba-k nana
-sv. minn itin mine

gaura-k p m ta pr pto
vraje m y pure piya

prabhup da-priyo lokam
p yayaty aniv ritam

gaura of Gaura;k p -am tam the nectar of mercy; pr pta  having obtained; vraje

inVraja,m y pure inM vy pura;api also;ya  who;prabhup da-priya  the dear
servant of rla Prabhup da;lokam theworld; p yayati enablesto drink; aniv ritam
ceaselessly.

Let us offer our respectful obesiancesto r la Kadamba K nana Swami Mah r ja, who is
most dear to Lord K a, having taking shelter of his lotus feet.

r la Kadamba K nana Swami Mah r ja, rla Prabhup das dear servant, obtained the nec-
tar of r Caitanya Mah prabhus mercy in the holy dh mas of V nd vanaand M y pura,
and ceaselessly enables the people of this world to drink that nectar.

rila Kadamba K nana Swami Mah r jasK a conscious life started inV nd vana-dh ma
in 1978 atthe K a-Balar ma Mandir, just after r la Prabhup das departure from this
world. rila Prabhup da personally established the K a-Balar ma Mandir, and considered
it the heart of ISKCON. Mah r ja has said that Prabhup das presence was always felt in that
temple. For example, Prabhup da wanted that every hour the temple bell would ring, and the
punctuality of that bell-ringing, he said, showed how well the temple was managed. Mah r ja
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eventually became the temple president of ISKCON V nd vana, and became responsible for
that bell the symbol of rla Prabhup dasv  which became his life and soul. Mah r ja
performed countless austerities in service to r la Prabhup da in Vraja and thus became
prabhup da-priya, rla Prabhup dasdear servant. Mah r ja has often said that for him the
two most holy places in all of V nd vana are rla Prabhup dashouseand r la Prabhup das
sam dhi, because only through Prabhup da can we access Lord Caitanya s mercy, and only by
Lord Caitanyas mercy we can go back to Godhead and enter the pastimes of Vraja-dh ma.

InV nd vana Mah r ja obtained the association of r la Prabhup das intimate disciples.
Among them, r laJay dvaita Swami Mah r ja became the most prominent. InV nd vana
Mah r ja surrendered his life to him and thus he further received Lord Caitanyas mercy
through the guru-parampar .

In his early years as a devotee, then Kadamba K nana Rasa Par yana D sa would stand
between the altars of K a-Balar ma and R dh - y masundara duringma gal r ti. But
gradually his focus shifted towards the altar of Gaura-Nit i, as he realized the need to obtain

eir mercy to progress in K a consciousness.  eir mercy gradually led him to travel the
world and spread eir mercy toall. In Mah r jasownwords lama Gaur gaman,a
sa k rtana-devotee.

Now, in his final days on this planet, Mah r ja has again returned to his eternal home, r

V nd vana-dh ma, to depart from this world under the protection of r la Jay dvaita Swami,
r la Prabhup da, and his worshipable Deities r r Gaura-Nit i, r r K a-Balar ma

and r r R dh - y masundara. In Vraja he continues to drink the nectar of K a con-

sciousness and continues to share that nectar as far as he is physically able.

In M y pura, Lord Caitanya s own abode, Mah r ja intimately served r la Prabhup da by
overseeing the construction of his sam dhi-mandira. By that service, which involved severe
austerities, he has endeared himself to r la Prabhup da and his associates, and by pleasing
them he has obtained the nectar of Lord Caitanyas mercy in M y pura-dh ma.

e nectar of Lord Caitanya s mercy is primarily manifest in the congregational chanting of
the holy names. M y pura-dh ma is the abode of n ma-sa k rtana, the yuga-dharma. After
taking sanny sa Mah r ja has spent much time in M y pura to again and again drink the
nectar of the mercy of Lord Caitanya. From this most sacred place he has distributed the nec-
tar of the holy names all over the world, always faithfully following in the footsteps of r la
Prabhup da as his intimate servant.

Mah r ja has often said that when we join Lord Caitanya s movement, we get a small cup to
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drink of His mercy. As we distribute that mercy the size of our cup increases, and so we can
drink and distribute more nectar, ad infinitum. is is perhaps the essence of Mah r jas life
to drink the mercy of Lord Caitanya again and again, and to selflessly distribute that mercy to
suffering people of this world (lokam). is was the mood of the Pazca-tattva:

sei pazca-tattva mili p thiv siy
p rva-premabh rera mudr ugh iy

p cemili lueprema, kare sv dana
yata piye, t b heanuk a a

puna puna piy iy haya mah matta
n ce, k nde, h se, g ya, yaiche mada-matta

Although the storehouse of love certainly came with K a when he was present, it was
sealed. But when r Caitanya Mah prabhu came with his associates of the Pazca-tattva, they
broke the seal and plundered the storehouse to taste transcendental love of K a. e more
they tasted it, the more their thirst for it grew. e Pa&ca-tattva themselves danced again and
again and thus made it easier to drink nectarean love of Godhead. ey danced, cried, laughed
and chanted like madmen, and in this way they distributed love of Godhead. (Cc. Adi 7.20-22)

Lord Caitanyas mercy is nectar it enlivens the soul, mitigates all suffering, and makes us
immortal. We see the effects of that nectar powerfully acting in Mah r jas life. Even while
undergoing much physical inconvenience, Mah r ja is internally unaffected, and never stops
drinking the mercy and distributing it to the suffering souls of thisworld. s is the proof of
his s dhutva, his saintliness:

titik ava k ru ik
suh da sarva-dehin m
aj ta- atrava nt
s dhava s dhu-bh a

mayy ananyena bh vena
bhakti kurvantiyed h m
mat-k te tyakta-karm as
tyakta-svajana-b ndhav

e symptoms of a s dhu are that he is tolerant, merciful and friendly to all living entities.
He has no enemies, he is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his characteristics are

11
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sublime. Engaged constantly in chanting and hearing about Me, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, the s dhus do not suffer from material miseries because they are always filled with
thoughts of My pastimes and activities. ( B 3.25.23-24)

Out of our immense good fortune, Lord Caitanya has manifested His mercy amongst us in
the form of r la Kadamba K nana Swami Mah r ja, who bestows upon us the firm faith and
conviction that the mercy of Lord Caitanya, received through r la Prabhup da, is the most
valuable attainment in all of creation. Such faith enables us to fully drink the nectar of the
mercy of Lord Caitanya and go back to Godhead.

By his love, kindness, and patience Mah r ja has purchased our hearts, and thus, with love
and affection, we eternally offer our most respectful obeisances at his feet, and pray to follow
in his footsteps.

Inserviceto r Guruand the Vai h avas,
V sudeva D sa

Acyuta Kesava Dasa

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate kadamba kanana-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate bhaktived nta-sv minitin mine

namastes rasvate deve gaura-v  -prac ri e
nirvi e a- nyav di-p ¢ tya-de a-t ri e

Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to you,

All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

12
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Dear Gurudeva,

What does it mean to be a disciple of his holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami?

Disciple means to be disciplined. Discipline is not an imposition on the mind. Discipline isan
outcome of developing a higher taste. A higher taste that takes us back home to the lotus feet
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Dearest Gurudeva, you are a living example of how to lead a life of higher taste. By Sri Krsna s
arrangement you have situated yourself in the holiest of places. You could have just focused
on your personal bhajan as you prepare for your final journey. However, you still continue to
distribute the nectar to all who have a desire to receive it. In this regard the following verse
comes to mind:

vaya tunavit py ma
uttama- loka-vikrame
yac-ch vat rasa-j& n
sv dusv du pade pade

We never tire of hearing the transcendental pastimes of the Personality of Godhead, who is
glorified by hymns and prayers.  ose who have developed a taste for transcendental relation-
ships with Him relish hearing of His pastimes at every moment.

(SB 1.1.19).

Srila Gurudeva you are always giving your energy and time to Srila Prabhupada s mission.
You are always glorifying the Supreme Personality of Godhead and relishing your relationship
with Him. Your question and answer sessions with his holiness Jayadvaita Swami, your pari-
krama s in Vrindavan, the weekly Zoom meetings, kirtans in the temple, and your worship of
your most beautiful deities are keeping us enthused and inspired.

I find myself hanging on to your every word. Every word that you say is full of depth and so
instructive for me as a disciple.

Some of the instructions you have given me over the years are as follows.
1. I want you to be a Prabhupada man.

2. Turn your house into a temple.

3. Take shelter of Srila Prabhupada s books and the holy name.

4. Organize a Ratha-yatra festival in East London, South Africa.

| have a strong desire to serve you in Vrindavan and wish to come to the dham soon with your

13
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blessings. However, each time | think of you in the dham, I also remember your instructions

with enthusiasm.

I would like to think that I have to some extent by your mercy implemented instructions, 2, 3,

and 4. However these instructions are not one off instructions, they are eternal instructions

and therefore | attempt to implement your instructions daily. Instruction 1 is the most chal-

lenging for me. More especially so because you gave me this instruction at my first initiation,
| want you to be a Prabhupada man.

As | reflect on the above instruction | recall when we were together in Cape Town in March
2022. | was fortunate enough to drive you to a program in Rylands. When we returned to the
Cape Town temple, | was commenting to you that Gokulesh Dasa is a good man. You then
sweetly said to me, Yes Gokulesh isa good man, and you are also a good man.  isisan-
other example of your boundless mercy Gurudeva. You are so kind. | meditated on this sweet
comment of yours for a while.

I now realize that you have also given me an instruction via this comment. It is nice to be
good, but to be a Prabhupada man is the highest. I will keep striving Srila Gurudeva to be your

Prabhupada man. As long as | keep myself connected to you, | know that the mercy will flow,
and I can one day make your instruction come alive.

Your servant,

Acyuta Kesava Dasa
(Iskcon East London, South Africa)

Adi Ganga Dasli

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate kadamba kanana-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate bhaktived nta-sv minitin mine

namastes rasvate deve gaura-v  -prac ri e
nirvi e a- nyav di-p ¢ tya-de a-t ri e
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Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

I always remember your words, Sometimes you're on top of the elephant and sometimes the
elephant is on top of you. | wish to report that in most cases, it's the former that applies but
actually, more often than not, it's the latter.

In an introspective mood, to try and improve myself, I look back over my small life, the lost
years when | was merely existing. It looks, so far, like 3 blocks of colour, much like a Mark
Rothko painting. My early family life was characterised by the mode of ignorance - there was
meat-eating and cinema and bottles of alcohol consumed by relatives. My later work life was
characterised by the mode of passion - targets, 12 hour days, weekend work and burnouts.

Now, I am here in Krsna consciousness, endeavouring and flailing to acquire some sort of
piety, reaching vainly for the mode of goodness. | take small, faltering steps and I struggle. |
struggle to leave the other modes behind. Yet, | am not undone, there is positivity and all to
hope for. Because there is one shining light that beams through the mist - you. You open my
darkened eyes with the torchlight of knowledge and by your personal example. e words |
have to convey my gratitude to you seem very insignificant, because you have given me every-
thing.

You gave me my first instruction. | met you during London Ratha-yatra in 2016 and told you
that I had attended your class the month before. | had risen for Mangala Aarti 3 times in a row
(no mean feat in those days) and it was a shock to the system; | was nodding off - yet somehow
you kept me awake and listening despite myself because you were so engaging. | also told you
that I had started chanting 16 rounds at that time, because of your grace and you said: You
must keep it up.

You gave me my love of harinam. | remember Vyasa-puja 2017 in Amsterdam, when you ap-
proached me as we were walking back to the bus after our marathon and asked: So, how
was it? And | said that I loved it; | burbled on about how I always thought | didn't like hari-
nam, because having gone out in Watford a short time before, a lady came up to me and said,

You're all very strange people. And you, in a fatherly way, said: Oh, she’s our, Aand you
told me your experiences of harinam when people were less than friendly. You buoyed me
then as you do now.

15
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You encouraged me when | started giving classes. After my initiation in 2020, you told me that
if there was a question | couldn’'t answer from the participants, to tell everyone,  atldon't
know and I'll get back to you next week. You also said | could kindly contact you if | couldn’t
find the answer to difficult questions myself.

You gave me an insight into how to preach. | remember when | had gone to Krishna Kirtan
Prabhu’s house to pick up a consignment of your books for the book table last summer, 2022. |
was speaking to your servant Nitai at the front door and then I heard your voice, saying: Adi
Ganga, you will never be able to get anything done from the doorstep. Come inside. | believe
you were instructing me not to be so timid, to not stand on the outskirts, or keep on the pe-
riphery, to be bold and undertake my services stridently.

I could go on and on and indeed, | have started a whole journal in which | have written down
all my memories of you and all your instructions. You wear challenges lightly, remaining up-
beat and jolly even as you are facing the ultimate test. You overcome the incapacitation of
your material body and engage in continued and uninterrupted service and keep giving all
that you have so we may stand on your giant shoulders and push the movement on, as you
have instructed.

I have told you that from the earliest days | had the feeling that, out of all the wonderful per-
sonalities in Iskcon, | had chosen exactly the right spiritual master.  at feeling will remain
undimmed with time due to your exceptionality. Yes, the elephant is on top of me, more than |
would care to admit. But | will keep trying to mount it, as large as it happens to be, in your ser-
vice and following your shining example.

Ever your grateful servant,
Adi Ganga Dasi

Adi-hetu Devi Dasl

om aje na-timir ndhasya j& n &jana- al kay
cak urunm lita yena tasmai r -gurave-nama

To my dearest Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Jayadvaita Maharaj,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
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Guru Maharaj, one thing that | have been reflecting on recently is your deep compassion and
kindness to all of us fallen souls. You distribute your mercy like sun-rays, it touches every liv-
ing entity, and we all feel your warmth. Sometimes I think, how can you give so much to so
many and not expect anything in return? But this is because you are kindness personified, you
are an ocean of mercy. | pray that | can also adopt this mood of yours so | too can be kind in
every one of my dealings.

One realisation | ve recently had is that you do not need our service, but in fact it is you that
has been serving us. On one of our weekly Zoom meeting you said: Our service is covered by
Kali yuga - laziness, lethargy, slack, cutting corners, not focused - this is our poison. But you
still accept it so gracefully, just like Krsna accepted Putana.

I hav e been meditating on what | can offer back to you in this lifetime. You say: All of our
activities are meant to be an offering to the spiritual master. Offer the whole day to your spiri-
tual master. Our whole life is an offering - your time, your energy, your possessions, your in-
telligence, your words. Even in our weakness we still hold on to our spiritual master, even if we
slip, you hold on to him. We have to go back because we belong to our spiritual master.  isis
something that I am really trying to imbibe this coming year, with your blessings and mercy.

I sincerely pray that I can give this one life to Prabhupada, so that we may meet again.
Your most fallen servant,

Adi-hetu devi dasi

Adikarta Dasa

Lieber Guru Maharaj,

Dank Ihrer grundlosen Barmherzigkeit, die Barmherzigkeit des echten spirituellen Meisters,
Srila Guru Maharaj Kadamba Kanana Swami, Ihre Barmherzigkeit, die f r das ganze Weltall
nie abnehmend wird, ist die Zeit gekommen, zu der Gelegenheit Ihrer Vyasa-puja, dass ich er-
neut eine Opferung an Thnen schreiben darf.

Vor allem m chte Ich Ihnen nicht nur bei der angef hrten Gelegenheit einer Opferung, aber

auch langfristig, den besten m glichen Stand Ihrer aktuellen und auch der folgenden Gesund-
heit w nschen. Dazu auch viel Kraft um alle auferstandene Gesundheitsprobleme, auf die
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u erstertr glichste Art wie m glich, erfolgreich berqueren zu k nnen.

Sie sind und bleiben ein f r alle Male ein Nektar Ozean der grundlosen Barmherzigkeit. Das
ist eine Tatsache, die nie ein Ende nehmen mag und auch nicht kann, unabh ngig von allen

m glichen mehr oder weniger ung nstigen Umst nden Ihres Daseins auf diese Erde, im Bezug
zu besch digten Gesundheit lhres K rpers.

Sie nehmen stets ununterbrochen das Leiden der materiellen Welt auf sich, und jetzt noch in-
tensiver, um die meisten Lebewessen zu retten, und Ihre unendliche Gnade denen gegen ber
zahllos bekannt machen.

Unter anderem, zeigt schon die ganze unendliche Reihe der Vorlesungen eindeutig auf diese
Tatsache. Diese Schnur von Ihren Vortrags T tigkeiten scheint Tag f r Tag noch | nger zu
werden. Es kommen immer wieder neue und neue Lektionen heraus, auch jetzt aus Vrinda-
van. Und das ist weitaus nicht alles von lhren transzendentalen Unternehmen.

Ich habe die Hoffnung, dass wir, alle Sch ler, mit den weiteren Bearbeitungen der Vorlesun-
gen fortfahren d rfen. Die Bearbeitung der Umsetzungen lhrer Vortr ge, die u erst wertvoll
sind, ist jetzt noch hochwertiger, sowie die Vorlesungen selbst sehr sch tzbar sind.

Als Teilnehmern an diesem Prozess, haben wir die Gelegenheit viele Erfahrungen zu erwer-
ben, und auch wichtige antworten auf die vielf Itigen Fragen zu bekommen. Mein Gl ck ist,
ich darf immer noch anden T tigkeiten des Prozesses mein Teil nehmen.

Mit Dankbarkeit und Demut, m chte ich stets Ihre lotusf e, die lotusf e meines spirituellen
Meisters, Srila Guru Maharaj Kadamba Kanana Swami, ununterbrochen verehren, und auch
daher neige ich mich stets erneut vor Ihnen, und bringe Ihnen meine respektvolle Ehrerbietun-
gen dar.

Ihr ewiger Schuldner und unansehnlicher Sch ler,
Adikarta Dasa
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Adirasa Dasa, Citra Malini Devi Dasi
& Gauranga

Dear Guru Maharaj,

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate kadamba kanana-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate bhaktived nta-sv minitin mine

namastes rasvate deve gaura-v  -prac ri e
nirvi e a- nyav di-p ¢ tya-de a-t ri e

Please accept our humble obeisance.
All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance day.

We remember the day when you accepted us as your disciples one year ago in Radhadesh and
showered your mercy and blessings upon us.  at day you connected us to the guru-param-
para and gave us hope that fallen souls like us can also get out of the clutches of maya and get
chance to embrace Krsna consciousness.

As you always instruct to live in devotees association, we find ourselves very fortunate that
we are in a very good devotee community in Duisburg guided by Sudama Prabhu ji. Under
his guidance, we participate in various temple and home programs, conduct online journey
of self-discovery courses and try to introduce Krsna consciousness whenever we meet new
people.

Under his guidance, we are also planning for book distribution in and around Duisburg.
Whatever the menial services we intend to do, your blessings and mercy is the driving force

which keeps us going otherwise we will be like a car without fuel.

Last year in September for two weeks, you showered your unlimited blessings and empowered
all of us with your teachings, instructions and ecstatic kirtans. Your wonderful association
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gave us the vision in our spiritual life and strengthen our faith to see things as they are.

Your mood of distributing the mercy of Mahaprabhu all over the world always motivates us
on the path of bhakti and guides us and inspires us on how we can be better instruments in the
mission of Srila Prabhupada.

Your love and care has given us the shelter in this material world otherwise we would have
been busy only in sense gratification. By the time you receive this offering, we would have
been blessed with a new baby girl in our life. We beg for your blessings Guru Maharaj that
she could serve in the mission of Srila Prabhupada and also for our three years boy Gauranga
Dasa that he also takes the spirit of guru-parampara wholeheartedly.

We wish you a very happy appearance day Guru Maharaj and we pray at the lotus feet of Sri
Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy to give you many more years of life to preach and spread the
message of Mahaprabhu around the world.

Your insignificant servants,

Adirasa Dasa, Citra Malini Devi Dasi & Gauranga Dasa

Aditi Devi Dasi

Dear Guru Maharaj,

You are an ocean of mercy and all transcendental good qualities. Your compassion to devotees
knows no bounds. You are always bestowing your causeless mercy. By your transcendental
divine qualities, you attracted disciples all over the world. You are patita pavana, saviour of
the world despite your health issues.

When | visited Maharaj in Vrindavan last year, | asked you to bless my beads, and you put it
on your head - that was the most precious moment for my heart. As | left and was closing the
door, you gave such an everlasting smile which I will cherish for eternity.

I may not serve you directly but those devotees that serve you and Giriraja are doing the top

most service beautifully. | always remember Maharaj as being so joyous, loving and caring. |
hope to one day make dhokra again for Maharaj.
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May Krsna and Srimati Radharani make the final days easy for you Maharaj. | pray that | may
always be attached to serving at your lotus feet.

| beg to remain your servant eternally,
Aditi Devi Dasi

Advaita Candra Dasa

Hare Krishna My Dear Gurumaharaj,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all of our previous acharyas,
without whom | am lost.
All glories to You!

What a gift it is that | have the opportunity to take shelter of
you.

e end is near,
another year
has passed since your last Vyasa Puja.
It's time to reflect,
"Hey! How've | kept
myself steady on the path back to Krsna?"....

Bhakti Yoga

New beginnings,

new paths,

often less travelled.

Hey, who's that?

Another traveller.

And another.

Check this out, there are so many others.
All my brother’s,

and sisters,

and mother’s,
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and father’s,

all marching toward the same goal;

toward the same Soul.

We, sometimes tired and fully gone

are reassured "be fired up, full on".

We, hoping to find out who we are

are encouraged,

"We're nearly there now, not far".
ank you.

Guru Krpa

I cannot understand how many times we have been saved by the mercy
of Sri Guru. Realisations and spiritual connections in Krsna
consciousness manifest and deepen in interesting ways which are hard
to describe. It sometimes feels like the pure distillation of

Krsna s mercy flowing through oneself; Gurus mercy flowing through
oneself. Do we see the material platform? Or do we see it for what
itis? etattva, guru tattva and Krsna tattva. Sri Guru is one

such manifestation of Krsnas causeless mercy and he assumes the form
of this human body to relate with us. Caitya Guru is also there but

Sri Guru suffers for us, he works for us, thinks about us, cares for

us, and above all, you love us. What else could possibly prompt you

to do so much for us? You teach us, by example and instruction, how
to love Krsna. | feel like | have not yet started even touching the

outer limits of what is means to love Krsna and that excites me.

Determination. Patience. Enthusiasm.

I am standing at the edge
of a deep, deep dive.
Why can't | jump?
ere's work to be done,
I need to be just a bit stronger.
Who will help me?
Guru and Gauranga.
What will I lose and what will I gain?
Drowning in the ocean of material suffering,
I will be taken out, dried off and plunged
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into another ocean.
I will be forcefully taken deep into the waters.
Oh, what a miracle it is that someone like me is looked after by the
great Nimai.
How will he look after me?
By submerging me in that ocean.
"But | am not qualified, I still like the land!"
I like seeing what the Earth has to offer me.
I look at Her gifts like a buffet fit to serve only my senses.
I am a lion.
Desperately searching for a gazelle to devour.
Unsatiated, anxious.
And the hunter scavengers of the savanna watch me,
scurry away with my winnings.
Time, old age, disease, and death are their names,
who hunt the hunters of material prizes,
tinging apparent gain with real suffering.
I am also a gazelle,
who, running from her demise
knows not that her meeting with Death is but a matter of time.
And isn't time the enemy?
What a pity | sleep so deep.
Deep, comfortable sleep.
Unaware that Death watches me closely.
Even when | am awake | am asleep,
because | am ignorant to what | will not reap,
If I don't take the hand of Gaura
and jump, and float atop the waves.
e turbulent waves in the ocean of prema will carry me, inert as |
am,
here and there due to the currents of rasa.

Nitai! Gurudeva! more koro sukhi !

It is painful to walk the path,

but in the wake of that pain comes bliss.
And whosoever claimed

that to go another way is to be the wiser,
is but an ignorant fool and, sadly a miser.
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Encouragement

Encouragement is but one of the gifts given
by you on this journey.

We, who are like the vagabond class of men,
with no means of nourishment,

wander, quite aimlessly.

We speculate about this,

desire that,

chase this,

run away from that,

use this person,

quarrel with another,

hate someone,

love another,

work hard,

and not hard enough,

for no good reason,

or no reason at all.

Imbued with all the most abominable qualities,

we find you.

With compassion and love in your heart, you risk the safety of your
home to take us in and shelter us. And you give us all the

facilities to nourish ourselves. You remind us again and again,
"What is the first step?, chanting, hearing, remembering." Sometimes
it seems we can't hear the instruction, or even remember to chant,
but you are always there to encourage us and to assure us that
whatever our shortcomings may be, we will be able to build a home
for Krsna in our minds. It is at that time that He, out of His own
sweet will may feel like dancing on the stage known as the tongue.
May pure devotees like yourself help me, an incapable fool unfit for
spiritual life, to clean up and prune the garden of my heart so He
feels that He may, out of His own sweet will, dance and loiter there
with his dearest and choicest companions.

I am not fit to go before Krsna, gurudev please help
me.
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Dear guru,
I will build a well
to fill with love for you,
and one blackish boy, a girl with a moonlike face and he who holds a
plow.
Dear guru, no more ado,
I will do it now.
Watch over me as | deepen the well.
Please give me the strength to excavate it
using the tools of sadhana.
Please give me the strength to maintain it using sadhu sanga and
sastra.
Grant me the day when | will behold it being filled up with an
ambrosial substance
and allow me to be intoxicated by it.
I never want to be a sober man again.
Watch it overflow!
Drowning myself, and those around me in Krsna Prema.
IS is my wish.
I am an instrument in your hands,
play the tune you wish to play.

Your lowly servant, eternally,
Advaita-candra Das

Advaita Simha Dasa

0 aj& na-timir ndhasya
j&@ n &jana- al kay
cak urunm lita yena

tasmai r -gurave nama

I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of
knowledge. | offer my respectful obeisances unto him.

Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances.
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And all glories to you Gurudeva,
All glories to Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

My meditation recently is about fear and how it is related to our relationship to Krsna.
My realisation is that for us devotees it is not so much about the fear of death rather more the
fear of facing Krsna and meeting him in person.

e pain we caused him when we decided to enjoy in this material world. Why I'm not a pure
devotee yet and why am I not giving everything in the mission of spreading his glories all
around the planet?

Am | ready to meet Krsna and just surrender to him, with all my heart and being or is there
still something more for me to enjoy other than service to him? I really wished I could talk to
you about it and hear from you about your dealing with this situation.  inking about fear in
that way somehow brings me closer to the Lord. It feels like I want Krsna but also | don't want
him, yet. I guess for you it must be different? After serving for so many years finally our sweet
Lord decided to take you back to Him.

I'm sorry that | took your association for granted, thinking we have still so many years to
come. Only now | remember all the instructions you gave me and all the time we spent in dif-
ferent places all around the world.

After my first initiation you told me, It's not enough to know that Krsna is all attractive. No
we need to know how he is all attractive. And you told me to see Lord Caitanyasand Lord
Nityananda s mercy everywhere. And | need to be part of it and to help spread the movement
all around.

I'm a complete mercy case and it just shows that Lord Nityananda s mercy is unlimited, if a
fool like myself can be part of such a wonderful family of devotees.

I beg for your blessings so that | can overcome my fears and to be ready to face the Lord, |
pray that | can understand how Krsna is all attractive and that Lord Nityananda s mercy will
flood the whole world with Krsna prema and that | am part of it. | can never repay my debt
to you, I can only try to follow your instructions and adapt your merciful mood of spreading
Krsna consciousness in whatever way | can.

As I'm writing this with a heavy heart and tears in my eyes, realising | might never see you
again in this lifetime.
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| just want to thank you and tell you that I love you from the depth of my heart. Knowing you
will be always there for me to guide me, knowing that you are my ever well-wisher, knowing
that soon you will be with Krsna and Prabhupada. I'm so much more confident in my spiritual
practice knowing that you will be watching me and instruct me from within.

You will live forever in my heart through your vani and | promise that | will be, as you many
times ask me to be, a Prabhupada man.

You aspiring servant,
Advaita Simha Dasa

Akshobhya Dasa

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate kadamba kanana-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate bhaktived nta-sv min itin mine

namaste s rasvate deve gaura-v  -prac ri e
nirvi e a- nyav di-p ¢ tya-de a-t ri e

Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

Since my childhood I have been seeing, how many motivational speakers start their speech by
asking questions to their audience like what is the true meaning of success? Or What is the
definition of a successful person? And hence I also used to wonder about these questions, but
could find no person who can be awarded this tag of successful person until I met you. You are
the personality who made his life a true success by applying himself in this process of Krsna
consciousness with full sincerity and seriousness. You are the proof that this process works.
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Observing your personal behaviour and dealings is like reading shastra for me. I myself have
learned a lot from the personal association that you have mercifully awarded to me.

You often talk about, how Srimati Radharani gives the last fibre of her existence, her complete
being, in service of Krsna. And then we see you, who uses even the deepest layer of his intelli-
gence and even the last bit of energy for serving Lord Caitanyas mission.

Another thing that stood out for me, is the extraordinary kindness and genuine behaviour of
your disciples. I also desire to cultivate such transcendental good qualities, especially kindness.
All glories to my god siblings.

Maharaj as per your instructions, I, humbly wish to contribute and take responsibility in this
preaching mission of Srila Prabhupada. Also I also wish to absorb myself into reading scrip-
tures. Although I am lacking very much in this regard, but I wish to surrender myself com-
pletely unto you. enonly I can truly become, immovable from Krsna s Lotus Feet.

r -guru-cara e rati, ei se uttama-gati, (Guru Vandana, Narottama dasa  akura).

Your eternal servant,
Akshobhya Dasa

Anakulya Devi Dasi

My dearest Gurudeva,

At this point we are all in a state of anxiety and for selfish reasons praying for your recovery.
How will we continue in the material world without your guidance and a reassurance? | know
this bond is forever but we are still feeling like we are drowning in an ocean of suffering and
hypocrisy.

As we are aware on the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja Sri Krsna allows me a small
amount of mercy to be able to reflect on the past year with a deeper and more spiritual under-
standing, as well as a deep gratitude for your contributions in our lives.

is year is particularly difficult knowing that Gurudeva s health is not what it should be .1t
feels like my world is crumbling and just the thought of being in the material world without
our special Gurudeva. e best memories were the time spent in Vrindavan with Gurudeva
and the rest of our god family.  ese will remain with us eternally.  is quote of Srila Prabhu-
pada continues to allow me daily to get through lives big hurdles:
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Krishna doesn t like his devotees to suffer or become frustrated or depressed. He will not
stand by idly in any such case. So do not fear on that account. Krishna has a plan for you, al-
ways think in that way and very soon he will provide everything to ensure that you are in the
highest abode where you belong. (Srila Prabhupada, 19 December 1972).

My only wish at this stage is for our precious Gurudeva not to suffer. Dearest Srila Prabhu-
pada protect his holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami as he is your most dedicated follower and
has shown us how to try to be the same.

rough you dear Srila Prabhupada, our dearest Gurudeva has allowed us to embrace a Krsna
conscious way of life and this is only because our spiritual grandfather and father is a pure
devotee of Lord Krsna. Our fondest memories are the ones of the days in Vrindavan as this is
the most spiritually charged place one the planet. Dearest Srila Prabhupada you have brought
Krsna to us in the form of his many names, and you shared with us the knowledge that Krsna
and his names are non-different from each other.

You have taught us that every syllable of the maha mantra allows Krsna to be ever-present
with us at that time. We see now that there is no other way except a Krsna conscious path and
life style. It is with great humility that | am able to reflect on the matter that our kids have re-
alised the potency of Krsna and his ability to ensure all our wellbeing.

Being the selfish being that I am, I ask you to protect his holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami
and do what is best for him. He belongs in the spiritual world with you , we have one request
that he never forgets us, his disciples and helps us to empower ourselves to continue Lord
Caitanya s mission here in the material world, in every town and place, so that Krsna is always
remembered and never forgotten. Kadamba Kanana Maharaj s kirtans transports us to a
transcendental place and this is definitely where he belongs with his dearest Srila Prabhupada.

Our prayer is that Gurudeva feel stronger and is able to impart much of his wisdom upon us.
One more opportunity to see you in Vrindavan is my biggest desire currently.
We love and appreciate you our dearest father.

ank you.
Hare Krsna,
Your most unworthy daughter,

Anakulya Devi Dasi
(East London, South Africa)
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Ananta Dasa

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate kadamba kanana-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate bhaktived nta-sv minitin mine

namas te skrasvate deve gaura-vin -prackrine
nirvisesa-senyavkdi-pkscktya-desa-tkrine

Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

Hare Krsna dear Gurudeva,

I didn't step up before by writing an offering because | thought I am not a man of words nor a
poet. e mind is playing tricks and creates all sorts of illusions in the name of humility. An-
other reason was that | have many god brothers and god sisters who are more qualified than
me, who are doing much more service and even personal service to your lotus feet. And are
dearer and more eligible to be heard regarding their service and personal spiritual realisa-
tions. isisalso a fact not a mind trick.

I took me some years and also now with the present situation, to understand that as a disciple
I have a duty to say something in glorification of my spiritual master. Merciful you kindly
took under your shelter Sweden after the disaster created by the so called zonal acarya when
he left. Many devotees were confused and being driven by their Nordic cold and impersonal
nature and values were more or less like phantoms. You showed mercy by taking them under
your shelter befriending them first and step by step bringing them closer to Krsna and teach-
ing them basic standards of Krsna consciousness. ey were mesmerized by your humoristic
classes yet tattva and Siddhanta were established without compromise. You lift them up with
your melodious Swedish mind and body warm cocoon. Bodily platform was forgotten when
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circles and other formations were build up in the temple and for a while devotees actually
looked at each other, smiled at each other and hold hands while dancing in ecstasy. Two times
a year sometimes three... when no one wanted even to look where Sweden was on the map.
You were, are and always be a true ambassador of Lord Nityananda’'s mercy.

Kind - I was afraid to commit and take initiation. | didn't want to take shelter thinking that

I have all time in the world to do that. Another trick of the mind. After some heavy pushing s
of family inside influence, | came last after a long queue of matajis having a word, with you
and I spilled the beans asking for shelter. With the big smile you say, Haha and now Arjuna
surrenders to Lord Krsna, Making a point that all previous association we had | took you for
granted and had casual friendly relationship without understanding the difference in seniority
regarding all aspects of devotional life.

After the second Vyasa-puja in Simhachalam | had the opportunity and privilege to pick you
up from the airport in our way to Munich temple and with the sad heavy voice when we
passed by Alianz Arena I've said full of disappointment. I couldn't get tickets to the derby Bay-
ern Munchen - Bayern Leverkusen. It was Aus Ferkauft. You replied: I am coming to Korsn s
for Janmastami and | will give you initiation.  en few moments of complete silence. | had a
feeling that | wet my speedo, at least cold sweat on my back. | felt a mixture of joy and fear.
Fear of the unknown - what it will be like? To be initiated.

Janmashtami day a beautiful summer day full of different emotions and expectations.

I am forever grateful and with a heavy heart I confess: | will never be able to repay you for
everything you have done for me by connecting me with Srila Prabhupada, guru parampara
and Lord Krsna. For all wonderful association and guidance, for saving me from the ocean of
material existence, for your friendship and your love.

Your name is Ananta Dasa, You have said, e servant of He who with His thousands of
mouths glorifies Krsna. Being in the same mood I offer a small humble glorification of you
and the gualities you possess in huge quantity and you want us to develop also.

I am in deed fortunate, privileged and proud to have a spiritual master like you. Whenever we
disciples utter your name people are filled with appreciation and praise.  roughout the years
you touched so many hearts. You do not compromise on standards encouraging us to be seri-
ous about serious things yet you are always jolly and youthful. You surpass the laws of nature
when it comes to do something extraordinary. | witnessed one Janmashtami in Zagreb when
you led harinam throughout the city the whole day fasting without even water and -Krsna it
was hot that day. After only couple of hours | was almost dead. You are inclusive, you welcome
everyone and have their best Krsna conscious interest in mind. A perfect example of unity in
diversity.
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You encourage us disciples to think for ourselves, to reflect and be ourselves (higher nature)
and whatever we do, be always engaged in Krsna’s service and giving out the mercy.

ere are millions of ways to praise your unlimited glories but as I've mentioned in the begin-
ning of my offering attempt, I am not a man of words neither a poet.

All glories, all glories, all glories to my beloved spiritual master Kadamba Kanana Swami Ma-
haraj.

Your insignificant disciple and servant,
Ananta Dasa

Antaranga Dasa

Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to you,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Dear eternal spiritual father,

By your mercy and shelter you allow this soul to enter your presence and for that we are most

grateful. Your open life of love and constant invitation to participate is of greatest inspiration.
e amount of depth, kindness to your good persona is intrinsic part of our mediation. By

your kind instruction to come to the holy dham of Vrindavan you open our eyes to emotions

I never thought to experience. By your deep connection with the dham, we (your disciples and

well-wishers) are able to see beyond the veil of mundane observation.

Every time we visited some sacred place of pilgrimage we felt great fortune and pride in our
heritage and greatness of our connection to this sampradaya. We became more and more as-
tonished to the fact how amazing you are and what a great position you play in life of a disci-
ple. Yet we simultaneously fell so far from the devotional standard of great vaishnava acaryas.
So close yet so far. You gave us everything, yet we not able to see it due to our contaminations.

It seems on this most auspicious occasion of Vyasa-puja we can only offer our-selves, in small
desire to participate in sankirtan (book distribution), teaching variety of devotional courses,
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mentoring and caring for vaishnavas, we insufficiently place ourselves at the dust of your lotus
feet.

Let the twice-born enter the fearless kingdom of yoga, Vedic study, and solitary meditation in
the forest. Let them become liberated in that way. As for us, we will spend hundreds of thou-
sands of births chanting the holy name of Lord Krsna, whose splendid dark complexion and
yellow garments are like host of blue lotus flowers blooming in a grove of yellow flower bear-
ing kadamba trees. (Padyavali, Introduction, text 18)

We repeatedly beg for courage and strength to be of some use and not be an embarrassment to
you and your mission on this world.

Your servant,
Antaranga Dasa

Anupama Gopika Devi Dasl

Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,

I am extremely grateful to you for accepting me as your disciple and giving me brahmin ini-

atation in May of 2022. is has opened up further opportunities for devotional service. When

| was asked to cook my first raj bhoga, | was thrilled but in, "awe." | knew it was possible only

with guru s mercy. For me the finale was getting their Lordships 8 plates ready on time for the

offering. To my surprise | managed it and learnt it can be done. e joy was immeasurable.
ank you so much.

I was also very fortunate to visit you in Vrindavan in September 2022.1 had the great opportu-
nity to see you, listen to your melodious kirtans and hear your classes.
| just pray that you are keeping well with both guru s and Krsna s mercy.

ank you once again.

Your humble servant,
Anupama Gopika Devi Dasi
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Anuttara Devi Dasi

Dear Gurudeva,
Please accept my most humble obeisances.

All glories to you and to your service to the movement,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada,
All glories to the parampara,

I don t know where to start.  ese days | hear that your health is deteriorating rapidly and so |
question myself on whether | can do something for you right now, but the only thing I can do
is to pray to Sri Sri Prahlad Narasimhadeva and write this letter.

I remember of many conversations we had with you Maharaj when | was still in Radhadesh
and how you clearly pointed out to me that my period was only a short passage before enter-
ing ghrastha ashram. Everything was still to manifest, but you graciously shook my stubborn
mind that didn t even want to surrender to the idea of finding shelter in married life, but here
I am a few years later. Krsna Carana Dasa and | just moved to an apartment very close to
Simhachalam and now it is real, the road is ahead of us we just have to follow.

Gurudeva thanks to you, my life has changed and keeps changing for the better not because of
material and temporary circumstances, but because even if the struggles are there and even if
I don t have a clue on how I will manage to create a family with Krsna Carana Dasa, you gave
me solid spiritual foundations. Nothing else matters. You planted the seed and now it s is un-
bearable to think that we will have to take care of it by ourselves, that you will not be person-
ally there to see it grow. But as | said previously you knew since the beginning what was there
for us. You knew this time would have come and spent so much time to prepare all of us for
your departure.

You gave me hope that I can do well and that I can follow in Srila Prabhupada s movement.
Even if sometimes | was discouraged because | come from a different tradition you are that
close example I needed to be pacified and as you told us many times, | chose to take shelter of
the devotees. | mean everything is there, it is available, your instructions are clear and there s
no way | can get lost. I am very thankful for that, for all the time spent together, for the chanc-
es you gave me to listen to you talking to senior disciples, for the privilege you awarded me in
being in the circle of your spiritual family.
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| pray that Krsna will always help me remember how fortunate | am. Lots of mercy was there
in front of me. | was intelligent enough to grab it but now it s time to share it as you did Gu-
rudeva. You didn t keep the mercy for yourself so please help me understand how I can also
give and preach in the position I am.

It is very much like falling in love when you find your guru, You told us a few months ago.

is is indeed the experience | have. | would say the love never fades, but keeps growing, it is
no material affair, it is eternal and | can really see it. Please then, accept this offering as a very
tiny letter of appreciation. I m no great writer, | just want to focus on your incredible generos-
ity and expertise in dealing with so many people from so many different paces of life. isis
visible mercy, it is real and you have touched deeply so many hearts. Your life in this planet
has been glorious in service and I m certain that you have only glorious service in front of you
at the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada.

Maharaj you certainly made me understand that if we are serious and follow your footsteps
we will also be granted service so it s up to us and the mercy is there. It s been a remarkable
journey Gurudeva and despite my lacks, after | found Krsna consciousness there s no way |
would relapse into depression or lose faith. | also am very grateful because | have a husband
who is your disciple too and this is of great support. We will remind each other of your in-
structions and on how we should not be too rigid with others but firm with ourselves.

ank you for having given us the shelter of your own guru, his holiness Jayadvaita Swami
Maharaj and your most beloved preacher and disciple his holiness Svayam Bhagavan Keshava
Swami. In them | could personally see how powerful is the disciplic succession and how Srila
Prabhupada grounded his movement in these holy foundations.

I am your humble and eternal servant dear Gurudeva, please make sure that | will not stop
serving because of my mind playing tricks with me. Let it play its games. No worries. Please let

me follow you wherever you intend to go.

Your servant in service,
Anuttara Devi Dasi
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Arcita Devi Dasi

Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to you.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada, and all the vaishnavas.

Maharaj, your 2022 homage to Srila Prabhupada ends with your prayer to receive the mani-
festation of his divine grace s teachings within your heart, so that you may render some use-
ful service for the remainder of your life. Oh but Gurudeva, the services you have enacted in
this life have already uplifted countless conditioned souls, myself included! Srila Prabhupada
writes: If we can convert one person to Krsna consciousness, that is our success of life, (Let-
ter to Satsvarupa, December 23, 1967).

It will be 10 years this year since you offered me first initiation, where you said to me that you
wish to be a source of spiritual inspiration for me. I thought how wonderful this sounded, and
imagined what this would look like. Yet what transpired across the years was beyond my vi-
sions nor anticipations, beginning with a beautiful notebook that you acquired, wrote in, and
offered to me through Guna Mani Nitai Devi Dasi, after my first initiation.

In the book, you begin by writing, May this little book be a place of rejuvenation, a place of
inspiration, filled with quotes from scriptures and the mouth of the Vaisnavas that are full of
transcendental power and can deliver the reader from birth and death. You conclude by say-
ing, Oh Arcita, may you design and construct a wonderful spiritual life. | then skip forward a
few pages and see that you have begun my spiritual inspiration journey, that would begin my
love of studying sastra, with a quote that you have written: Sarvatma: by using the word Sar-
vatma, the speaker says that the Lord is most dear to everyone.

(Sridhara Swami, SB comm. on SB2.1.5 quoted by Bhurijana Prabhu: Unveiling Lotus Feet,
pg. 279).

You must have known that | had a healing heart, with the desire to help many. However, |
would often get my hands dirty in material contaminations and become ill. You then kindly
corrected me the night before my surprise second initiation in 2018, after you offered a most
epic kirtan in Newtown Sydney, and on your way out of the yoga studio, you looked at me
direct in the eye and said, You cantsave everyone . ank you for this humbling moment.
When we first met in 2007, at Pratapana s home in Sydney, before it became Govinda s ash-
ram, my ignorant understanding of how to heal and save someone was misplaced. Although |
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thought it was spiritual, my offering was material; healing through interior design, behavioural
sciences and the subtle energies. You then reawakened in me the true practice of spiritual heal-
ing via bhakti yoga; full of compassion and sincerity from the heart, sparked by transcenden-
tal sound vibrations.

Your writing in the book continues: Oh King, constant chanting of the holy name of the
Lord after the ways of the great authorities is the doubtless and fearless way of success for all,
including those who are free from all material desire, those who are desirous of all material
enjoyment, and also those who are self-satisfied by dint of transcendental knowledge. (SB,
2.1.11).

Guru Maharaj, this verse reminds me of mornings in Melbourne Mahaprabhu mandir, when
us brahmacarinis would chant in Srila Prabhupada s room, just down the hall from where you
would stay. Sometimes | would sit outside your room, and hear you chanting. | would listen

to how you would take care to chant the Hare Krsna maha mantra slowly and with clear pro-
nunciation. It was beautiful. I m not sure if you knew that | was sitting there. Sometimes your
door would start to open, and | would quickly run back to Prabhupada s room, as if | was there
all along.

is verse also reminds me of when we were in Mayapur, 2015. Besides leading kirtans in the
temple, or harinama on parikrama, or chanting japa around the compound, you would be
heard singing heart-felt bhajans from your bedroom.  ese beautiful spiritual sounds would
float around the streets of the building, creating a peaceful spiritual atmosphere for the plea-
sure of the devotees. | would just sit below, listening in wonderment.
Maharaja, what is witnessed in your countless offerings of Sankirtan is the spiritual upliftment
of the conditioned souls. An offering that will never dwindle, nor entangle. | have realised that
this is the only valuable healing work for this age. is is supported by the following statement
that you wrote in the book: Sridhara Swami comments that nothing is more beneficial than
chanting the Lord s holy names, (SB 2.1.11).

As you have taught us by example and experiential learning, the power of the maha mantra

is without limit. Miracles occur! e most sinful of rascals can become pure devotees from
chanting without offence. Srila Prabhupada confirms this: e Lord s holy name is called sra-
vana-mangala. is means that one receives everything auspicious simply by hearing the holy
name. In another place in Srimad-Bhagavatam, His holy name is described as punya-sravana-
Kirtana. It is a pious act simply to chant and hear all about the Lord, (SB 2.7.15).

erefore, | have concluded that you are the embodiment of kindness. You are offering count-
less conditioned souls everything auspicious. Only Krsna knows how many jivas around the
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world have been eternally uplifted by your sharing of Hari Nama, and who are now play-
ing their part in Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu s lila, whether they realise it yet or not. | have
witnessed sober and poised strangers on the streets of Melbourne transform in to a whirl of
drunken spiritual ecstasy as you chant with a transcendental voice that reaches beyond this
material world, and awakens their souls.

is spirit of compassion and kindness are qualities that you appear to embody so naturally,
and inspire your disciples to develop and be known for. In this regard, Srila Prabhupada
writes: Devotee means very liberal and kind to everyone, and always gentleman under all
kinds of conditions of life, (Letter to Hansadutta, December 10, 1972).

In your Bhakti Vision lecture series, from October 2020, you share the saintly qualities of a
devotee, where you elaborate on what it means to offer kindness and compassion; that it is ac-
tive, not passive. You emphasise that non-violence means we have to do something to save the
conditioned souls: If you don't jump in to save, it's also jiva-himsa. We have to do something
(Kadamba Kanana Swami, Bhakti Vision: Saintly Persons, 24 October, 2020).

Srila Prabhupada elaborates: e word jiva-himsa (envy of other living entities) actually
means stopping the preaching of Krsna consciousness. Preaching work is described as paropa-
kara, welfare activity for others.  ose who are ignorant of the benefits of devotional service
must be educated by preaching. (Caitanya Caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 12.135).

Spiritual education is how | came to meet you again in this life. Your seminars in Australia
and Nectar of Devotion recordings from Mayapur are beautiful gems that locked me in, fur-
ther to your Kirtans.

You once said, A bonafide spiritual master can lift us above our limitations, Which I con-
tinue to realise in my service to and via you, and | also witness in your disciples’ incredible of-
ferings. Srila Narottama dasa  akura says in this connection:

ch iy vai ava-sev nist rap yeche keb : Unless one serves the spiritual master and
acaryas, one cannot be liberated. Elsewhere he says: ei chaya gosani yanra - mui tanra dasa
tan-sabara pada-re umora panca-grasa: | simply accept a person who follows in the foot-
steps of the six Gosvamis, and the dust of such a person s lotus feet is my food.
(Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila, 8.7).

I see you in this way, following the six Goswamis and their teachings. At your Vyasa-puja in

Cape Town, 2017, at the end of the day during the kirtan led by Vraja Krsna Dasa, | was sit-
ting nearby, and you just happened to have cake on your foot. You looked at me, and I quickly
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offered a tissue. | am beyond grateful that | was able to accept the dust from your feet in this
way, and | still have that tissue.

Oh Guru Mabharaj, your life is one of a spiritual hero s journey. You have embarked on unlock-
ing the hearts of the conditioned souls in this frightful age of kali, with an energy not of this
world, which empowers you to take the diamond that is Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu s mercy
into the darkest of places, where it shines brilliantly.  ere have been battles, and unbelievable
stories of ultimate victory. | am reminded of your devotional life when Sri Krsna says in the
Bhagavad Gita: | am victory, | am adventure, and | am the strength of the strong, (Bg 10.36).

Guru Maharaj, I now refer back to the book you offered after my initiation that has since been
decorated with many quotes from the vaishnavas, and passages from sastra. Your love for the
spiritual texts inspires my devotional services. You have created spiritual wonderment for your
disciples to explore in your books and lectures. ey are intellectually stimulating, uplifting,
unique and diverse, suitable for all levels, and are timeless offerings. For every taste you have
accounted for and for every material woe, you have offered a solution for every spiritual de-
sire, you have offered a possibility, and most of all, you have offered us Srila Prabhupada. His
shelter is permanent and eternal it is indisputable, it is reliable and always a place to recharge,
recenter, and heal.

Similarly, your devotional life also offers timeless shelter of pure spiritual inspiration, which
will continue to keep us on the path back home, back to Godhead. In this way, you have ex-
ceeded the goal of inspiring me into designing a spiritual life beyond what I could have imag-
ined on my own. I am now in the construction phase, and every day | am pinching myself with
gratitude when | realise how exceedingly beautiful it is.

Maharaj, | am eternally indebted to you, as | offer this life to Sri Krsna through you and our
acaryas, every day. Even if I am not successful until the very end, there is no turning back.
Please forgive me for my disappointments and failings as your servant. | promise to continue
learning, growing and choosing for spiritual life and I look forward to your corrections and
inspiring moments appearing in dreams.

Sincerely, in service to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Srila Prabhupada, Jayadvaita Maharaj, and
to you,

Arcita Devi Dasi
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Arjunacarya Dasa

Lord Chaitanya said to Haridas  akur as he prepared to leave his body:

Text 38: But whatever happiness is Mine is all due to your association. It is not fitting for you
to go away and leave Me behind.

Lord Chaitanya teaches us how the great devotee bestows happiness unto everyone including
the Lord himself.

Asyou are a pure devotee, Lord Chaitanya is constantly with you, with all his associates. ey
surround you in every kirtan. ey see every endeavour you have made over this life and are
conquered by you.

e arrows which pierced Bhisma may represent the austerities of his life. Similarly the cancer
which is slowly over taking your body is just like that.

In both cases the Lord looked at Haridas  akur and Bhisma with immense appreciation.

In their situation, the associates of the Lord were leaving his direct association in the material
world, to which the Lord replied you can t leave me behind as whatever happiness is mine, is
due to Your association.

In your situation, you are slowly preparing to rejoin Lord Chaitanya again, who must be eager
to welcome you back into his eternal pastimes. You have already left him from the spiritual
world countless times, to come and save us. Whilst worthless and totally undeserving, your
mercy is so powerful that it reaches even me.

When Lord Chaitanya spoke to Ramananda Raya and asked him to say something, he quoted
from Bhagavad Gita with various philosophical points.

Nothing could please Lord Chaitanya until Ramananda Raya went into the depths of love
which were exchanged between Krishna and his Gopis.

It is that ecstasy, and the separation between the Lord and his Gopis which gives him so much
pleasure. e separation which you and the Lord are feeling is incomparable and unique. It

is the relationship with each individual which gives the Lord eternal pleasure; it is the unique
and special nature of each Jiva which satisfies him.
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e entire purpose of this Sankirtan mission is to satisfy the Lord who is in deep separation
from the Jiva s who have left the spiritual world, by helping them to become reconnected to
Krishna.

You have come here, giving your Syamasundara feelings of separation by leaving him, just so
you can bring more people back to him. If a son leaves his mother to find 10 other lost sons,
and then returns even with one more son, the mothers temporary anxiety and separation to-
tally disappears when she sees her son return with her other children. In fact her love increases
for the son who brings back one or all of her other sons back.

You have uplifted and bought so many back onto the path of remembering Krishna. Our
greatest reciprocation of love is to be who you want us to and come back to the spiritual world
with you. isiswhat will please both yourself and Krishna. In a way, by taking advantage of
your mercy, and becoming pure devotees some day, Krishnas love which is ever increasing for
you independently of our actions, increases more still.

e only solace you have whilst here on your mission is unflinching faith that the Lords love
increases when you are away from him. He is indeed in deep separation yet also with you at
every moment. When you return to him, he will be overjoyed, more than ever before. You are
so powerful that you will not go back alone as you are bringing us back with you. In this way
Krishna s love for you increases exponentially and as does mine, both for you and Krishna.

As our guru you will always be with us, in service to Krishna. And we will always be with you,
in service to you and Krishna. What do | know about loving separation? Nothing, besides the
separation | feel from you. You are teaching me the emotions of separation between Krishna
and the Gopis by your continued journey back home to godhead, away from me in this mate-
rial world. Your life is exemplary and full of lessons. | hope | can learn every lesson you have
set for me and make you proud of me one day.

If I come back to the spiritual world it will be to get a hug from you, and if you like, to serve
you more as your associate in your eternal service to krishna. Maybe krishna will see me too

and hug me like he hugged Gopa Kumar. But if he does it will only be because of you.

I remain fallen and unworthy, but yet lucky enough to have fallen within the proximity of your
mercy.

Your servant eternally,
Arjunacarya dasa
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Arundhati Devi Dasl, Istvan &

daughter Vaisnavi

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate kadamba kanana-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate bhaktived nta-sv minitin mine

namas te skrasvate deve gaura-vin -prackrine
nirvisesa-senyavkdi-pkscktya-desa-tkrine

Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj,

I would like to start my offering to your lotus feet with the words of Srila Visvanatha Cakra-
varti  akura in the song Sri Sri Gurvastakam verse 7:

" espiritual master is to be honoured as much as the Supreme Lord, because he is the most
confidential servitor of the Lord. is is acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and followed
by all authorities.  erefore | offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiri-
tual master, who is a bone fide representative of Sri Hari."

In Verse 8 we sing:

"By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of Krishna. Without the
grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any advancements.  erefore, | should always
remember and praise the spiritual master. At least three times a day | should offer my respect-

ful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master."
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My dear Guru Maharaj, you are for me the best example, how to live a life completely dedicat-
ed to Krsna. | always get incredibly inspired by your bhajans. When you sing for Krsna | forget
my material life and jump immediately up on to the spiritual platform. I can focus so much
better on my service. e curtain to the spiritual world opens. For example | can experience
that I am really cooking for our deities Sri Sri GauraNitai. | am not just cleaning, but cleaning
for Krsna.

It sometimes happens that my daughter and I get fully overwhelmed in your kirtans and start
dancing very wildly. Even those times the two of us have celebrated festivals alone in our
house, we get soaked up in the spiritual mood which you are transmitting with your full heart
accompanied by your powerful sweet voice.

You are at this time giving so many clear instructions. Honestly | feel worried sometimes and
wonder how | will ever be able to do all this? But when | hear your voice, | get confident that
Krsna will help me to make all these changes. Life for Krsna is not easy. But when you do it - it
is the biggest joy. Everything just starts to glow.

My dear Guru Maharaj, you are the biggest example of how to prepare for the spiritual world.
Itis nice to hear in Srimad Bhagavatam how Pariksit Maharaj prepared his last days. Seeing
you do the same is mind blowing to me. I think Pariksit Maharaj had it much easier than you.
He just had one week - that's it. For months and months you are preparing us disciples. You
are just giving, giving and giving. You are so kind and approachable - every week. You are
answering countless questions, inspiring and motivating us. | feel I am just taking, taking and
taking. How can | ever repay you for what you are doing not only for me for me, but for us
disciples and for the whole world? We are indebted forever.

You show the whole world what Srila Prabhupada mentioned in the purport 10.4-5 of the
Bhagavad-gita:

"A devotee of Lord Krishna must not worry about his future. It is sure that he is going back to
the spiritual world. Why should we worry or lament? His future is very promising!"

Just by the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of Krishna. Without the
grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any advancement. (Verse 8, Sri Sri Gurvas-
takam). Please give me your blessings that | can share again.

After 2 and a half years in Hungary we came to the point that we have to move on. We can-

not maintain ourselves financially there. e other point is that we want to be more involved
in the mission of Srila Prabhupada and give Krsna to others. Living in the countryside is nice,
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but now we will go out again - in the desert, searching the green land. It is not exactly the des-
ert, but rather the cold Scandinavia. It seems that this is a good place for us to distribute prasa-
dam and maintain our life in the service of Srila Prabhupada. Later we focus again to build up
our self-sufficient project in Hungary.

Every morning we sing in the Verse 1 of Sri Sri Gurvastakam,
" espiritual master is receiving benedictions from the ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud pours
water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual master delivers the materially afflicted
world by extinguishing the blazing fire of material existence."

Please help us so that we can stay focused on the spiritual platform. We need your blessings to
do our best in the mission of Srila Prabhupada, to please you.

Your disciple,
Arundhati Devi Dasi together with husband Istvan and daughter Vaisnavi

Arya-Carita Devi Dasl

Dear Guru Maharaj,

e time of year has come, when I have to write a Vyasa-puja offering. e words and sen-
tences just stop. How difficult it becomes to put the thoughts into words?
cak ud na dilo yei, janme janme prabhu sei (Guru Vandana, Narottama Dasa  akura).

You are my master birth after birth. Guru Maharaj, you made all arrangements, not only for
your disciples, but also for humanity at large by many innovative ways of getting your as-
sociation, like your lectures, live streaming and so on. By your example way, you teach us
the mood of becoming an eternal servant by displaying your unconditional pure love to Srila
Prabhupada.

Last but not the least your health is very important for our tender spiritual life. We beg the
mercy of their Lordships Sri Sri Radha Krsna and Sri Sri Krsna Balarama to keep you in best
health for preaching Krsna consciousness all over the world.  ank you for always answering

my questions and clear my doubts.

ank you for everything you gave us, we look forward to serve you more and more.
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Please bless us so that we can follow your instructions and become worthy servant.

Your servant,
Arya-Carita Devi Dasi

Audarya Lila Dasi

Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.

All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

I was born in ignorance, then my spiritual master saved me and opened my eyes with the
torchlight of knowledge. | offer my respectful obeisances unto him. (Bg, Introduction).

On this unique day of your Vyasa-puja, | find it hard to find the words to describe your im-
portance in my life. | remember fondly the time in Croatia when | was so shy to tell you some-
thing but you saw my hesitation and called me offering me maha prasadam. at day even
though I was sick, that maha prasadam changed my whole day, chanting the maha mantra all
the way to Romania. By your causeless mercy, you accepted a fallen soul like me to serve you
and take me back home to Krsna.

Guru Maharaj, you are an ocean of mercy, an inspiration through your lessons so deep in Krs-
na consciousness, but also through your entertaining style of engaging us in Krsna pastimes,
kirtans and bhajans that warm our hearts and remind us every time of the holy name. Your
whole life is a living model for me how to serve Guru and Krsna. Guru Maharaj please bless
me that one day | too can love Krsna.

ank you for the wonderful instructions and for being with me every step of the way, like a
parent, in my devotional life. | wish you good health and a wonderful Vyasa-puja.

Your insignificant servant,
Audarya Lila Dasi
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Bahulasva Dasa

Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to you,
All glories to Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Its more than 20 years now sins | first start to take instructions from you. During these years
I have struggled with different life situations. First marriage with 2 children and working full
time. Working hard to try to follow the standards and keeping the family intact. No support
from home, but convinced about that the path was the right thing to do. After 21 years in that
marriage we brook up.

Not very long after | met Anuradha and a new chapter started. Now it was light and fun doing
service together. And we were planning for a life ahead together in service.  en that ended
very abruptly more than five years ago. A new situation again to adapt. Definitely the hardest
so far. It s just a vacuum there. I wish I could fill it with Krsna consciousness, but I'm not able
to do that. | do appreciate the service | do and the regular association with friends at Iskcon
Stockholm, Brahmakund. But everything is do to with Krsnas will so | accept and hope I'm
coming closer to Him.

Its not that my problem are special, this is the problem of the material nature, so | will try to
have a spiritual vision on myself and my life.  en Srila Prabhupada s books and sadu sanga in
so many different forms is the remedy. But there will still be moments of loneliness and empti-
ness. Srila Prabhupada is the founder acarya of this movement and we can only do our best to
follow his instructions and desire.

Now it's going on for more than 50 years on the basis of vani seva. Luckily it's still going on
because of dedicated followers, Prabhupadas men. ere are many such dedicated devotees.
In my eyes you are definitely one of them. And I'm very fortunate to be a dasa on dasa on dasa
of all of you. I love when you speak about Srila Prabhupada.

One of my greatest moments with you was once we were going from New Radhakund in

Sweden for a program at Hare Krsna Center in Stockholm, and you were reading from a
book of Satsvarupa Das Gosvami, It was a book in prose, almost like a diary. | think the title

46



&

¥

SRI VYASA-PUJA 2023

is Remembering Srila Prabhupada. I could see how much pleasure you had while reading and
contemplating on Satsvarups notes. | think that one of the greatest gift you give me during the
years is that of loving to hear about Srila Prabhupada. I'm most thankful for that.

Life itself is also an eye opener for what this material life is about. As I'm getting older | get
more trust and faith that Krsna will help and guide to continue this bhakti path. And the way
we can understand how he helps is trough guru, sadhu and shastra.

ank you for accepting me.

Your servant,
Bahulasva Dasa

Bali Mardan Dasa

Dear Guru Maharaj,

Just wanted to share with you that I've not been well from the past couple of months yet | am
still going on harinams during the week and unfortunately can't go on for longer harinams in
the week due to cold weather.

| also attend the Sunday program and help out by setting up the sound system and laying out
the chairs and mats. | generally start the kirtans at the beginning of the program too, stay for
the class and then help out in the kitchen. When 1 first read Srila Prabhupada books, | was re-
ally touched by what he had gone through. And my life had changed after reading Srila Prab-
hupada books.  us | was inspired to help in any way | could.

One thing | remembered from reading and listening from devotees was the importance of hav-
ing a spiritual master and thus | was told personally too that | needed a spiritual master to help
me in my spiritual life. Listening to this, | prayed to Krsna Balarama for a spirtual master.

Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively
and render service unto him. e self-realized souls can impart knowledge unto you because
they have seen the truth. (Bhagavad-gita 4.34).

us | was blessed by guru and Gauranga to have the good fortune to receive diksha from you

and am honoured to be your disciple. But after being your disciple for quite some time now, |
understand the importance of your instructions.  erefore I will try the best | can to carry out
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your instructions and continue in your mission to please Srila Prabhupada and his movement.

us your instructions is my life and soul and will never forget the amount of spiritual wis-
dom and strength you have provided me in my Krsna consciousness.

Your servant,
Bali Mardan Dasa

Bhaja Govindam Dasa

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate kadamba kanana-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate bhaktived nta-sv minitin mine

namastes rasvate deve gaura-v  -prac ri e
nirvi e a- nyav di-p ¢ tya-de a-t ri e

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.
Dear Kadamba Kanana Maharaj,
is is my first time writing a Vyasa-puja offering to you. Last year, | wasn t sure of my situ-
ation with regards to my aspiration, but | watched the Vyasa-puja offerings online and was
very moved by many of the heartfelt offerings by my senior god brothers and god sisters.
Of course, the offering by Svayam Bhagavan Keshava Maharaj, then known as Sutapa Prabhu,

really melted my heart. e relationship between a guru and disciple is so wonderful, so much
more so for a disciple who has made it their life s mission to live by the words of the spiritual
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master, fulfilling his desires without even being told.

After finally getting your association in person, on 8 May 2022, | immediately felt guru kripa.
Reading back through my diary entry from that day, I relive the flow of potency, the shelter
from the mercy, and the empowerment to do something meaningful in Srila Prabhupada s
mission. Its said that a disciple is a fool in front of his spiritual master. | feel | fulfil that very
well. From being wordless in your presence, to speaking the most absurd things. From being
unable to unbuckle a buckle, to not being able to unplug a cable. From constantly trying to be
in your association to hear, to not knowing when to go away when you tell me to.

ough it was an interesting ride, | finally came to a point where Krsna was ready to have me
connected to the parampara, and for me to be initiated by yourself.  iswasn t easy by any
means. Health challenges from both sides, multiple meetings being cancelled, service oppor-
tunities being redirected, multiple initiations being skipped. Krsna really tested my determi-
nation to seek shelter, and despite the anxiety at the time, | look back and smile at the roller-
coaster of a journey. After all, spiritual life is difficult, but material life is impossible.

I recall our phone call days before my initiation on 23 August 2022. You patiently heard me
out as | spoke all sorts of irrelevant nonsense. You had made up your mind to have me as your
disciple, and yet there I was, feeling the need to present my situation. Your shower of mercy
upon me knows no bounds. As you shared about the observations and knowledge you have of
me, my nature, and my direction in life, | felt like an open book. Everything you shared reaf-
firmed my decision, and my doubts about the guru being directed by the Supersoul washed
away.

I reflect on the initiation day | was full of so much pride, arrogance, and a sense of superior-
ity. I was thinking Maharaj knows me, he likes me, and he Il talk about me before he gives me
my beads. e moment comes and none of that manifested. A spiritual master cuts ones ego.
But your mercy is such that as my ego got checked, you extended your hand out to me, with
love and affection. You gave me this name, Bhaja Govindam Dasa, and you want me to really
relish, appreciate, and love the name. You say you don t know where the name came from.
You told me Krsna inspired you to give me this name. You call this a preaching name, and you
yourself call me that name with so much love and affection. How can I not cherish the name
that my spiritual master has given me after so much deliberation? e name itself, coming
from Adi Shankaracharya s Bhaja Govindam poem, is one you see as revealing its sweetness
to me over time. | wait for the day where | can really absorb myself in being a servant in the
capacity that you desire me to be.  is past year, one of my biggest meditations has been on
Srimad Bhagavatam:
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uttama cintita kury t, prokta-k r tu madhyama
adhamo raddhay kury d,akartoccarita pitu , (SB 9.18.44).

A son who acts by anticipating what his father wants him to do is first class, one who acts
upon receiving his father s order is second class, and one who executes his father s order irrev-
erently is third class. But a son who refuses his father s order is like his father s stool.

(Srimad Bhagavatam 9.18.44).

Directly, the verse talks about the relationship between a father and a son, but as | understand
from scriptures, a spiritual master is a father. My blood father gave me this body, but you, as
my spiritual master, have given meaning to my life, and a vision, greater than what I could
have for myself. In the short time | have got to personally associate with you. You have given
me so much love, so much care, so much attention, so many direct instructions, and taught me
so much about what it means to be a real vaishnava.

In many of your classes now a days, you talk a lot about wanting your disciples to be lions,
about how we, as your disciples, now need to mature and take responsibility for the move-
ment, and how we should be able to come in front of Srila Prabhupada and our spiritual mas-
ter being able to present all the wonderful things we have been doing for the mission. | feel you
are giving us all, and especially me, the opportunity to be at least a second class disciple you
have told me exactly what you want from me, and now I need to mature and become what
you desire me to be.

I am weak, | am clumsy, I am full of so many unwanted things, and | fall again and again. |
know I can t be who you want me to be by my own endeavours. But | have hope. You ve given
me this vision and all these instructions, not because | am someone great but because Krsna,
Mahaprabhu, Srila Prabhupada and you have bestowed upon me the mercy to be an instru-
ment in that capacity. All | need to do, is take your shelter as | endeavour to fulfil your desires.
All I need to do, is stay connected with devotees and Krsna. All | need to do, is not let my false
ego get in the way of being an instrument in your hands. All I need to do is -Bhaja Govindam.

Your servant, aspiring to be a first class disciple,
Bhaja Govindam Dasa
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Bharadvaja Dasa

My dear Kadamba Kanana Swami Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to you,
All glories to his holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
All glories to his divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

Today, on the anniversary of your arrival on this planet, | would like to thank you for what
you have done for me and all of us. No words can express the gratitude I feel for you.

anks to you, I have found the meaning of my life. e thanks that would be truly appropri-
ate is to surrender as a servant to your desire, to please the servant of the servant of Krsna.

ank you very much.
Sincerely your servant,
Bharadvaja Dasa

Bhargava, Shobhamayi & Tadiya
Seva

Dearest Guru Maharaj,

Your dedication, commitment and love for Krsna shines bright like the North Star.  ese past
few months at your lotus feet have been a gift sent from above. We've spent all our life-times
to come to this moment of taking shelter at your lotus feet over these months. It has meant
more to us than life itself. Dear father, we've been searching for you all over, through high-
ways and subways, small towns and big cities. Alas, through divine intervention, we came to
your lotus feet. You mean more to us than words can say. It's a relationship created by the
god, the ultimate god, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Your mood and mission keeps us in rapt attention, your divine love for Krsna softens our

hearts and your desire to please Krsna keeps us absorbed in devotional service. You walk ten
steps ahead, you give unlimitedly and your heart embraces all who come your way. You have
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built a house big enough for all to serve and love Krsna. You have shown us how to walk, run
and sprint in Krsna consciousness. You have given us the keys to unlock all the treasure chests.
You have walked solid, tough as anything, pure as molten gold and you have paved the way for
us to walk your way.

Dearest father, the winds of change are blowing all too soon and it crushes our hearts. May
the Lord envelope you in His warm embrace, may He soften every challenge that it feels like a
walk in the park. May He shelter you at every step. May He bring warmth when it's cold, may
He bring coolness when it's hot, may He bring comfort when there is discomfort, may He bring
hope when there is despair. May all the burdens disappear, may all the work that lies unfin-
ished be completed, and may you relish in the nectar of His divine love.

Your fallen children,
Bhargava, Shobhamayi & Tadiya Seva

Bharuni Devi Dasi

Dear Guru Maharaj,

I would like to express my immense gratitude for the shelter you gave me.  us, a new amaz-
ing and even more inspiring possibility for service emerged in front of me - to be a pujari. I am
in the very beginning and have a lot of things to learn. And although | am still quite nervous, |
try not to miss any opportunity to enter the altar and to serve to our beloved Sri Sri Jagannath,
Baladeva and Subhadra Devi, Sri Gaura Nitai and Sri Sadbhuja Mahaprabhu.

At the same time, Guru Maharaj, you are an invaluable example for us about the qualities we
should try to develop. It is hardly to believe that there is a person in the material world who
would remain indifferent and would not admire the humility with which you go through all
the adversities, diseases and sufferings that life brings you. And what to tell about your firm
faith in Krsna and in the process that Srila Prabhupada had left to us? I guess, exactly this faith
is the reason for the strength, easiness and for the smile with which you accept everything that
is happening to you. And the way you put all your energy and emotions into everything you
are doing for us - your disciples?

We appreciate it from the bottom of our hearts. Maharaj, thank you very, very much:

s dhu-sa ga, s dhu-sa ga
sarva- stre kaya
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lava-m tra s dhu-sa ge
sarva-siddhi haya
(Cc. Madhya 22.54).

I am praying for you to recover soon. Wish you a successful serving and may Krsna always be
with you.

Your eternal servant,
Bharuni Devi Dasi

Bircandra Dasa

Hare Krsna dearest Guru Maharaj,

I remember after your announcement about your health, how you said, it s time to change. To
take responsibility. | saw how truly you were upset to leave us. But by your example you are
showing that despite any circumstance. We should move forward in spiritual life. To remain
fixed on the goal, to travel on this journey back home together.  at if we please the vaish-
navas with a life of service, they will help us on journey back home.  rough your example
you ve shown us that adversity should deepen our connection with Krsna and strengthen our
commitment to being an example to others.  at Krsna consciousness does raise one above
the material conception of life.

Since my initiation | ve tried to think deeply about why you chose the name you gave me. Its
a big responsibility. | remember you saying that we are not the name, we are the servants of
the name. So, | am trying to serve the name you gave me. | m happy to say that despite my
stubborn and lazy nature, with the encouragement and blessing of the vaishnavas, the journey
has started. e devotees have been very kind to me to, in allowing me to serve you and Srila
Prabhupada through service. ey have been patient with my nature in order to nurture me
to become a better devotee. | m very grateful for the opportunities that have been given to me.
ey are a blessing.

Although this is my first Vyasa-puja offering to you, it will not be the last. | pray that | have
at least 35 years ahead of me to try contributing to the movement and please you. To take my
service seriously, to serve my seniors, to support others in the Krsna consciousness just as |
have and continue to be supported and to be kind to everyone. Although | don t expect the
journey to be easy, I know as long as | remain humble, seek and pray for your guidance and
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reach out for help from my god family. | will not stray away from the road you ve set out for
all of us. Please bless me that despite the distance between us, every year | can place a smile on
your face through my offerings and meagre attempts of service. Please bless me that | can sur-
round myself with Krsna consciousness. So, in the end | Il be able to follow you wherever you
go to serve you and our amazing sampradaya again and again.

Please Guru Maharaj, bless me that | can develop qualities of a worthy disciple. My desire is to
please you through service.

Your grateful disciple,
Bircandra Dasa

Caitanya Lila Devi Dasli

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate kadamba kanana-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
guru dasa jayadvaita-sv min itin mine

namao vi u-p dyak a-pre h yabh -tale
r mate bhaktived nta-sv min itin mine

namas te skrasvate deve gaura-vin -prackrine
nirvisesa-senyavkdi-pkscktya-desa-tkrine

Dear Guru Maharaj,
Please accept my humble obeisance.

All glories to you,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

I remember last year having your Vyasa-puja here in Melbourne, thinking that I really would

like to be able to attend to your live Vyasa-puja in Radhadesh one day. | thought to myself,
perhaps maybe next year could be the one.

54



&

¥

SRI VYASA-PUJA 2023

e big news came not long after the Vyasa-puja, as we all know and we also know, that you
held this news for a bit, even though you already knew it by the time the Vyasa-puja took place
last year, so that the whole celebration could go ahead as usual, plus other important event in
our god family like Keshava Maharaj taking sanyasa.

e way as you have handled the whole situation since then, it is only like great sages could
embrace such situations. To keep giving example to the rest of us as your disciples and the rest
of the community and humanity in general.

Your determination, desires to keep serving and dedication, has only seemed to have increased
since then. And even though you are unable to keep traveling physically around the world,
your weekly meetings keep happening, allowing us to have you in our screens simultaneously
all around the world, so that we all can keep having your association.  ose lectures are our
saving grace and will continue to be so for many years to come.  ank you for giving so much
of yourself in every single one of them.  ank you for receiving questions all the time, it is such
a nice way to keep enlightening one another. I am usually shy and also don t know what to ask
many times, but | am glad many of the family members know, so that we all can get benefit
fromit.

I couldn t make it for the big parikrama you organised back in September due to previous
commitments that | couldn t change, | was a bit sad for a while for this, but at the same time, |
was grateful that I could follow most of the sessions and watched the recording later, which |
know it is not the same, but at least that option is there nowadays.

I was also grateful that I could go and see you later on in November and be part in real time,
face to face in the Zoom meeting for a couple of Saturdays.  at | will always remember it.

atamazing kirtan at Kusum Sarovar that you delighted us with, have been one of the most
magical moments in my Krsna consciousness journey. e atmosphere was completely en-
chanting and one could really feel like we were dancing with Radha and Krsna in those special
grounds adorned with your voice and the ones from the other kirtaneer who had accompanied
you that day.

ank you for keep giving yourself so unrestricted despite the situation, putting all your en-
ergy and enthusiasm in everything you do for us. | want to believe that maybe you can recover
from all of this, all of the sudden and who knows, maybe we all could go and attend many
more live Vyasa-pujas in the future. But | also know that maybe, that may not be the case and
regardless of that happening or not, we will keep trying to honour and glorify your presence
in our lives, trying to give us so much impetus and inspiration for our spiritual lives, and that
we will commit to keep doing so, whether you are physically present with us or not.
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ank you so much again for all that you have done for me, for all my god family here in Aus-
tralia and all around the world and of course for the whole Isckon community. | can t thank
you enough | know that as well. But | am trying anyway from the bottom of my heart and also
want to say that | would try with your mercy and Prabhupada s mercy, to spend the rest of my
life trying to serve you, glorify you and giving Krsna consciousness to others in any way | can.

Your aspiring servant and daughter,

Caitanya Lila Devi Dasi

Champakalata Devi Dasli

Dankbaarheid.
Great fullness.

e first meeting with Maharaj was in Nieuwerkerk aan den 1Jssel.
De Namahatta of Gourmohan and Ninja Manjari. Maharaj Kadamba was explaining and
telling so wonderfully.  at moment Sri Krsna became so dear to me. And changed my life by
stopping smoking and drinking wine. Meat | never eat anyway. But | liked a cigarette after
dinner. First after attending namahatta | used to smoke in the car. But this lecture of Swami
made me change those habits right away. It might have been 1989. Haribol.

ank you Maharaj,
Your servant,
Champakalata Devi Dasi

Citrakeli Devi Dasl

Dear Kadamba Kanana Swami,

ank you for taking mercy on me and for choosing to take me under your shelter, despite
how gravely fallen 1 am.  ank you for providing me with such profound guidance and lec-
tures; I would be so lost without them. | am eternally grateful that you had such confidence in
me, even when | did not have any confidence in myself.

Within such a short period of time since my initiation, | see many positive changes in my life
and I know that they are taking place by your mercy and blessings. Never have | imagined a
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